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KEEPING ABREAST OF THE TIMES. 


In the ingredients which go to make up a successful 
business must be considered source and reliability of the 
supply and the proximity and capacity of markets. In 
addition to these the methods of communication between 
them must be taken into account. 

Under ordinary circumstances the early manufacturer 
of northern pine lumber found enough difficulty to sur- 
mount in getting out logs and cutting lumber, without 
the further trouble of finding a market for his product. 
A close study of early conditions will re- 
yeal this condition in vogue in practically 
all lumber circles. The trade was then 
composed of two distinct factors—tno 
producer and the distributer—each of 
whom filled an important position. 
Throughout the winter months the pioneer 
lumberman labored to gather a supply 
of logs for the cut of the following sum- 
mer. These logs were hauled to the river 
banks, where they were made into rafts 
and sent to the mills. The summer sea- 
son was utilized for turning the logs into 
lumber, These dnal operations were suf- 
ficient to occupy the attention of one 
|man, for at this early stage tne industry 

‘was usually in charge of an individual. 
“The task of disposing of the lumber after 
it was manufactured was left to others 
ind the result was the formation of many 
companies for this purpose. The enlarge- 
ment of the scope, capital and person- 
nel of some of the larger companies in 
late years has in a great measure altered 
this method of operation, and practically 
all of the large producers are not only 
cutting their own logs and turning them 
into lumber but are disposing of their 
product as well. 

This is the history of a company which 
began operations under the old regime, 
but which has kept in touch with the 
changing times, and though the program 
a8 originally mapped out has been 
closely adhered to, yet there has been no 
set, blind policy. On the contrary there 
has always been such elasticity in the 
management of the company’s affairs as 
to permit it to alter them to suit the 
requirements of the times. One, and a 
notable example, of those who, while con- 
servative when conservatism was logically 
the better policy to pursue but who 
watched the changes of the times and 
kept pace with progress, is the subject 
of this sketch, Henry Elroy Gipson. 

In the life of Henry E. Gipson is 
found an example of what the latter 
days offer in the shape of reward for 
honest endeavors. The good times will ever be the old 
times to those who have not the energy and ability to 
recognize Dame Opportunity upon her fleeting visits, for 
she is as busy as ever and has but little time to give the 
indinida.), The class of people who bewail their lack of 
opportunities today would have done the same thing in 
the ‘‘good old times’? of which they love to talk. 

Early impressions ‘of childhood are never obliterated. 
When a boy Henry Elroy Gipson’s father had, as an 
adjunct to his retail lumber yard, a small sash and door 
factory. The rumble of machinery in action, the shriek 

of the wood when bitten by the sharp saws and the per- 

fume of fragrant pine and hemlock are as much a part 
of his early memories as the education and business 
knowledge imbibed under his teachers’ and father’s 


tuition—memories of high value in his after life. 

Mr. Gipson comes of old New England. His father 
was born of revolutionary stock of Maine in 1806 and 
moved to Aurora, Ind., when he was a child. It was 
here his father grew to manhood and married, and it 
was in this Indiana town that Henry Elroy Gipson first 
saw the light, on April 2, 1863. Two years after his 
birth his parents moved to Decatur, Ill., where his father 
engaged in the retail lumber business and later operated 
a sash and door factory. 

After completing a course of the common and high 


HENRY ELROY GIPSON, OF MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., 
A Notable Progressionist in Lumber Manufacture. 


school branches and graduating with high honors, Mr. 
Gipson settled in his father’s office and began to apply 
himself to mastering the retail lumber trade. He acted 


-as bookkeeper and general office man during his connec- 


tion with his father’s business and during his leisure 
moments he watched the men at work in the factory. 
‘After the death of his father, in 1888, he went to 
Minneapolis to pay a visit to his brother, who was 
located there, being connected with the Great Northern 
railway. He then had no definite plans in view but de- 
termined to have a ‘‘look around’’ before allying him- 
self with any profession or business. Naturally in 
looking for a position the lumber business appealed to 
him, and in June, 1889, he received the offer of a posi- 
tion as bookkeeper for the C. H. Ruddock Lumber Com- 
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pany, of Minneapolis, which he accepted. This firm was 
engaged in the wholesale trade. He remained with it 
for a year as bookkeeper, and then as traveling sales- 
man in Iowa and Minnesota and continued in the latter 
capacity until 1892, when the company closed out its 
northern business to engage in the manufacture of 
cypress in Louisiana. 

It was while acting as bookkeeper for the Ruddock 
company that he first met M. J. Scanlon, who had se- 
cured a position with it and took charge of its sales de- 
partment. This was the first meeting of two men whose 
names are today at the head of one of 
the largest lumber manufacturing and 
distributing concerns in the north, and it 
was while in the employ of this com- 
pany that they developed the business 
judgment and acquaintance with the re- 
tail trade that made the formation of the 
Scanlon-Gipson Lumber Company a pos- 
sibility and caused its later success. 

In the fall of 1891 both Mr. Scanlon 
and Mr. Gipson were invited to stay 


with the Ruddock company. Mr. 
Scanlon was associated with it for 
a while, but later returned to Min- 


neapolis, as the Louisiana climate 
did not agree with him. Mr, Gipson re- 
mained in Minneapolis and closed up the 
final details of the C. H. Ruddock Lum- 
ber Company’s business. After dispos- 
ing of this matter he opened an office for 
himself in the Lumber Exchange building 
in Minneapolis and started a lumber com- 
mission business. Upon Mr. Seanlon’s 
return from the south they became asso- 
ciated and the firm Scanlon, Gipson & 
Co. was formed for the transaction of 
a general jobbing business. 

In December of 1894 the Scanlon-Gip- 
son Lumber Company was launched. 
This company combined the experience 
and prestige of Messrs. Scanlon and 
Gipson and the financial backing of 
Brooks Bros., grain merchants and lum- 
ber dealers of the northwest. The capi- 
tal stock of the company was placed at 
$50,000 and the following officers were 
elected: D. F. Brooks, president; A. 8. 
Brooks, vice president; H. E. Gipson, 
secretary, and M. J. Scanlon, treasurer. 
Since its formation the capital stock of 
the company has been increased to $150,- 
000, which is the present capitalization, 
although the company now has surplus 
of about $1,000,000. 

The history of this representative Min- 
nesota lumber concern has been told in 
connection with the other members of 
the company. During the first year 
of its existence 17,000,000 feet were 
sold. The purpose of its organization was primarily 
to act as a wholesaler, but in the spring of 
1896 negotiations were concluded for the purchase of 
the business of H. F. Brown, one of the pioneer lum- 
ber manufacturers of Minneapolis. This was the be- 
ginning of the company’s connection with the manufac- 
ture of lumber, which has since played an important 
part in its affairs. In 1898 a deal was closed with the 
Glenmont Lumber Company for the construction of a 
double band saw mill at Cass Lake, Minn., for the pur- 
pose of cutting the timber from a tract it had pur- 
chased in that district. This mill was expected to cut 
about 15,000,000 feet annually, but since its construe- 
tion it has been operated night and day, turning out 
(Continued on Page 55.) 
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COLEMAN'S CLIMAX COLUMN CLAMP 


Has been manufactured, and satisfactorily used, by us for some time. 
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COLEMAN’S COLUMN HOLDER. 


OUR CIRCULAR FULLY DESCRIBES BOTH DEVICES. 


If interested, would be pleased to hear from you. 


CARR, RYDER & ADAMS CO., pusuaue, iowa. 
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PROPOSED RAILROADS OF THE WEST. 


It is no unusual occurrence for a charter to be se- 
cured authorizing the construction of a line between 
certain points in the western states. It is a matter 
of record, however, that few of these proposed roads 
; have been completed. The work usually reaches a 
certain stage, the general route is mapped out, some 
§ surveying work done, and then the project is lost sight 

of and relegated to the ‘‘proposed ronte’’ category. 

In some instances logging roads have been developed 

and turned into short connecting or feeding lines. It 

also happens frequently that a short line is con- 

structed over which trains 
« Pletion of uhe road left to the exigencies of the future 
1 instance cf the short lines which are performing 
yeoman service is the Astoria & Columbia River rail- 
road, Operating between Portland and Seaside, a dis- 
tance of about 120 miles. Other short lines could be 
named. These roads while independent carriers are 
im the nature of feeders and are of undisputed benefit 
to the country through which they are operated, but 
afford no additional facility for reaching the commer- 
cial centers of the east. 
ia Jere are many things taken into consideration by 

erate ‘before they are willing to embark in a 
railroad building project. First of all there must be a 
800d and sufficiant reason for the road—a necessity 
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7 
and a demand for it. There also must be a fertile 
country to be opened up by its construction that will 
insure a steady and lucrative business in the future 
as well as in the immediate present. 

There are two things that the west needs, first and 
foremost being a steady influx of sturdy tillers of 
the soil; second, better transportation facilities, or, 
to express it more explicitly, increased railroad mile- 
age. Until there are ready settlers to take up and 
develop the fertile valleys of the west and establish 
therein substantial agricultural communities, railroad 
projects will languish. 

Oregon, the greatest timber state of the Union, has 
only two railroads—trunk lines—of consequence, the 
Southern Pacific and the Oregon Railroad & Naviga- 
tion Company’s lines. There are auxiliary feeders 
and branches, but these are the only lines of import- 
ance. Northern California is penetrated north and 
south only by the Shasta branch of the Southern 
Pacifie railroad. Project after project has been 
formed for piercing the southeastern portion of Ore- 
gon with a line, but none of the plans have material- 
ized. A railroad through almost any portion of Ore- 
gon would pass through magnificent timber, but some- 
thing more than timber is necessary in the eyes of cap- 
italists. 

The timber tributary to the existing lines of road, 
or which can be reached by convenient streams, is 
ample for the demands of trade at this time and in- 
vestors are loath to put their money into a line that 
promises but scant revenue in some other manner. 

On the other hand, settlement comes after, not pre- 
vious to, the establishment of a railroad. If the west- 
ern states are to be settled as they should be it will 
necessitate the building of many additional lines. Set- 
tlers are ill-content to be far removed from the shriek 
of the locomotive and the rumble of the heavy trains 
which form the connecting link between their isolated 
homes and the marts of the world. 


BABB LI II IIS 


REPEATED CUTTING OF PINE. 


A gentleman connected with a company operating in 
the Peshtigo (Wis.) district states that the company’s 
logging forces are now cutting over pine lands that 
have been logged twice before the present cutting. 
The lands were those on which the Peshtigo Company 
operated, and it was that concern that did the previous 
cutting. 

The first time the land was cut over it was thought 
that all the pine large enough for profitable manufac- 
ture had been removed. In subsequent years another 
crop was taken off, being timber that before had been 
rejected, but having grown a good deal since the first 
cutting was considered capable of turning out very 
good lumber. Now new hands have taken hold of the 
denuding process and it is found that there is enough 
white and norway pine on the land to pay for. operat- 
ing it. 

This suggests to our informant that if, from the 

‘start, the pine growth had been properly husbanded, 
so as to have preserved the smaller timber from fire, 
there might have been repeated cuttings of the larger 
growths almost perpetually—at least for a hundred 
years. Whether or not this gentleman’s calculations 
were within the bounds of possibility, without any 
doubt the instance related proves that a vast amount 
of promising pine has been slaughtered that should 
have been left to grow and supply future generations. 

If a wise and efficient forestry system could have 
been carried into effect in the white pine regions when 
cutting began we should not now lament the passing 
of the northern pine industry, nor weuld the country 
have been so early deprived of the best lumber ever 
produced. 

Even at this late day, as the example adduced dem- 
onstrates, holders of white and norway lands can do 
something to prolong the life of their forests, and 
thus insure a continuous supply. In order to accom- 
plish this it would be necessary to cut only the larger, 
riper trees from time to time, clear up and burn the 
debris and guard against destruction from forest fires.’ 
Of course, to most timber land owners this proposition 
would be one of profit or no profit, in which labor and 
interest charge would be figured against actual receipts. 
Yet it is probable that in many cases such figuring 
would show that it would pay to preserve and nurture 
the timber. At least owners who-are wealthy, and can 
be content with a low rate of interest, can afford to do 


something for posterity in the way of preserving their 
pine forests in connection with other timber growin 
on the same estates. 
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FORESTRY EXHIBITS AT THE WORLD’S 
FAIR. 


There will be displayed at the St. Louis Fair ex- 
hibits of the different woeds of the United States on a 
grand seale. The lumbermen of the country are tak- 
ing an active interest in the subject and are planning 
for a representation that will do honor both to the 
commercial value of their individual woods and to the 
natural beauty and the size of their trees. . 

The LUMBERMAN told recently of the plans of the 
Texas contingent, which without doubt will be carried 
to a successful issue. The work is being taken up by 
districts, by states, by associations ete., so that when 
the exposition shall open the visitor will be shown the 
most complete representation of forestry resources ever 
made. 

The y«.low pine and cypress of the south, the hard- 
woods of the central and northern states, the eastern 
woods and those of the west will be adequately dis- 
played. 

The sugar pine people of California have announced 
their intention of putting on exhibit a monster sugar 
pine log which will be sawed into lumber and timber 
and then put together in its original shape with the 
exception of a single stick, which will be used to show 
the character of the wood more minutely. 

The redwood manufacturers are making plans for a 
representation of their products. Realizing the great 
showing that can be made with redwood, the manvu- 
facturers made a. careful canvass of their fraternity 
and selected from their number the one best suited for 
the work in hand. To those familiar with the red- 
wood manufacturers it is needless to say that Mrs. 
Annie E. Krebs was the leader chosen and in her 
eapable hands the matter is to be left. As yet no 
announcement has been made as to the nature of the 
exhibit, but it is safe to say that it will be a credita- 
ble one in every respect. 

The LUMBERMAN desires to congratulate the redwood 
manufacturers upon the wisdom of their choice. A 
more appropriate selection could not have been made 
and if she be given free scope in the matter the red- 
wood exhibition should be not only a work of art but 
of great worth from a utilitarian standpoint. 


SUBSTITUTES FOR LUMBER. 


The attitude of the lumbermen toward building ma- 
terials other than lumber which are commonly hailed 
as substitutes is sometimes a matter of considerable 
comment. A western retail lumber firm which recently 
erected a stone office building in its yard came in for 
some derision from the natives, who thought that it 
should have employed the material which it sold. This 
criticism does not seem to have been well made. The 
company’s office is on a principal street and was in- 
tended to be a permanent structure. There was no 
reason why this company should not use the best and 
the most expensive material if it so desired and had a 
permanent building in view. 

Stone, steel, cement and a dozen other matexials 
which are entering into the construction of buildings 
more and more these days are not inimical to lumber 
or harmful to the interests of the lumbermen. Each 
represents its own place in the construction worid and 
the growing use of these materials serves a good pur- 
pose in delaying the situation which the country must 
face when our supply of timber shall have been suffi- 
ciently decreased to make it a problem how to con- 
serve it. This is not intended to inspire the fear that 
we are suddenly to be confronted by a timber famine, 
because that is something which, if it is to come at all, 
lies many years hence. The influences which are serv- 
ing to postpone such a catastrophe are improved meth- 
ods of lumbering and an improved appreciation of the 
value of timber. 

Reforestation, where. it is conscientiously followed, 
will assist; and timber in itself is sufficiently produe- 
tive and rapidly reproductive so that we shall have 
new forests in place of the old. Already we find quan- 
tities of field pine for sale in the yards of the middle 
- west. 

Stone, iron and steel are building materials which 
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occupy a place that lumber does not, and just as surely 
lumber is best available for certain purposes of con- 
struction for which because of its lightness and cheap- 
ness it can never be displaced by iron and steel. heir 
positions are diverse, but are in no wise antagonistic. 
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LAND FRAUD—A SOUTHERN INSTANCE. 


The federal grand jury for the western district of 
Louisiana, sitting at Shreveport on November 21, re- 
turned 221 indictments against unscrupulous land entry- 
men and speculators. ‘The report of the jury was a 
bitter denunciation of the fraudulent means by use of 
which interested parties had secured control of rich 
timber lands belonging to the government. 

Irom the investigations of the grand jury it would 
seem that the practices were much in line with those 
that have been charged against the entrymen on the 
Pacific coast—entries made by parties at the instiga- 
tion of land buyers, land agents or those who could use 
the tracts to advantage. 

The method practiced, according to the report of the 
grand jury, was for the tools of the company or corpora- 
tion to make homestead entries, the funds being sup- 
plied by the parties directing the negotiations, which 
were patented under the commutation law at the expira- 
tion of fourteen months, as allowed by the provisions of 
the law, in each case the necessary funds being supplied 
by the principals and the lands, when patents were 
issued, by the government, being trasferred to the prin- 
cipals. rom the number of indictments returned it 
would seem that such frauds have been perpetrated on a 
grand scale. 

Regarding these frauds, the report of the grand jury 
said: 

‘*This method (fraudulent entries) has been pursued 
as disclosed indisputably to us by witnesses of unques- 
tioned character to such an extent that whole families, 
father and son, mother and daughter, have been de- 
bauched and used for this purpose. 
not only stolen an infinitely larger percent of these valu- 
able lands from the United States, but it has made per- 
jurers out of thousands of men and women of this state. 
So great and seductive has this method proven in the 
hands of these designing, rich and unscrupulous men 
that it has found victims in almost every walk of life— 
the daily laborer, the farmer, the merchant, the lawyer 
and doctor; and even the ministers have not been able 
to escape it. There is but one remedy. That remedy is 
the strict, swift and uncompromising enforcement of the 
law. It may be, and necessarily will be, that many cases 
will arise in which the ignorant and misled will have 
to bear the punishment and the really guilty escape. But 
this couse must inevitably bring about proper results. 
The ignorant and miguided sufferer will bring to light 
the real transgressor.’’ 

The people of this country are forced to recognize 
the justness of this charge and acknowledge it with 
shame. The LUMBERMAN believes that a new era is 
about to dawn in which fraud and corruption in the 
administration of the land laws will be made so diffi- 
cult and the penalties for any infraction so severe as 
effectively to discourage violators. The validity of titles, 
the integrity of the commercial world, the protection of 
the weak and ignorant and the weal of the people as a 
whole demand that fraud, corruption and dailedinistetss,- 
tion in regard to parcelling out the public lands shall 
cease. 


THE SITUATION IN BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


Lumbermen of various parts of the world are inclined 
to think they have trouble in assorted sizes, but the 
British Columbia contingent is positive that it has the 
largest and most illy assorted bunch of woe that ever 
walked beside a man in the day time or perched upon 
his pillow at night. This trouble is of comparatively 
recent origin but has attained considerable stature and 
exhibited vigorous signs of liveliness. 

As to the nature of the perplexities of the British 
Columbian lumbermen, it might be said that they are 
due to the ability of the lumbermen on this side of the 
international line to sell in the territory which the Brit- 
ish Columbia mill men consider their own particular 
garden spot that they alone are privileged to cultivate, 
added to which are the restrictions which will not per- 
mit the British Columbians to get into their competitors’ 
domain, the obstruction being a $2 duty which is effective 
only on lumber headed south. The situation is similar 
to a trap that will permit of the products from the 
Ameriean mills going into Canada but will not allow 
a return on a profitable basis. 

The hardship thus worked upon the lumber manufac- 
turers has turned their attention to the doctrines advo- 
cated by one Joseph Chamberlain. They have harkened 
to his voice and coincided with his views in so far at 
least as affects the importation of lumber into the North- 
west Territories. In this view of the matter they have 
not received the support of the people of the great 
prairie region of Manitoba and adjacent provinces and 
territories, who view the situation as it now stands as 
being about the correct one. It is true they are afforded 
a protection on their products and that American grains 
cannot go into the northwest without paying tribute, but 
to their minds that should be no argument in favor of 
a duty on lumber, 

The lumbermen’s association at a recent joint meet- 
ing adopted resolutions setting forth its views of the 
matter, in which it indicated that its members were sub- 
ject to unjust competition on account of the duty on their 
lumber when sent into the United States, and paying 
for a like duty on lumber coming from the United States 





This method has ' 


into Canada. A copy of this resolution was sent to each 
member of the dominion parliament from the province 
of British Columbia. As a further result of this meet- 
ing estimates of the output for the ensuing year, the 
surplus on hand and the approximate demand of the 
Northwest Territories were compiled which demonstrated 
that even without the surplus the British Columbian 
mills were equipped to handle the business. The Cana- 
dian Pacific railway was asked to assist the lumbermen 
in maintaining control of what they consider their 
natural market. 

The anxiety manifested by the British Columbian lum- 
bermen may be attributable to a desire on their part 
to lock the stable before the horse is stolen. Accord- 
ing to their claim the total shipments from the American 
mills into the disputed territory during October, one of 
the best months of the year, were only 450 cars of lum- 
ber and shingles. Figuring on a basis of 20,000 feet 
to the car, an exceptionally high average, this would 
mean about 360,000 feet of lumber a day, averaging 
twenty-five days to the month, which is about the capacity 
of some of the larger mills—say fifteen cars of lumber 
and three cars of shingles. 

Taking into account the sharp competition that results 
from the difficulty the Pacific coast mills encounter in 
disposing of the lower grades of lumber, this amount 
does not seem excessive and is a very small percentage 
of the output of even the lower grades of lumber from 
the mills of the Pacific coast states. 

The British Columbia Lumber Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation is composed of a high class of men. They are 
fully alive to the disadvantages under which they labor 
and desire equitable grounds of competition with their 
brethren of the states to the south. They are also mem- 
bers of the Pacific Coast Lumber Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation and enjoy fraternal relationship with all of its 
members. The latter association has been an agent for 
the general welfare of the coast manufacturers and has 
done much for the improvement of conditions in all 
departments. 

At a meeting of this association held in Tacoma, 
Wash., in August, in which meeting the editor of the 
LUMBERMAN participated, Col. R. H. Alexander, of Van- 


, couver, B. C., addressed the gathering and extended an 
“invitation to the American lumbermen to come over into 


their territory, saying: 

In reference to this (the increasing output) I should like 
to say that I think some respect should be shown for each 
other’s territory, We are meeting severe competition from 
the mills in this state that are sending lumber into Mani- 
toba. The difficulty with us is the same as that with the 
mills located here. We have more common lumber than we 
can readily sell, and if you do send your lumber up there 
we are both members of the same association and think 
we should respect each other’s locality. 

They can take their share of it, but if they do they should 


“sell it on the same terms and at the same prices that it is 


sold by the Canadian lumbermen. 


This invitation doubtless has been accepted, but 
whether its provisions have been observed or not is 
another question. 

The British Columbia Lumber Manufacturers’ Association 
will have a bone to pick with the retailassociation,of which 
the former’s constituents are honorary members and with 
which they had a reciprocity agreement that they claim 
has not been observed by the retail dealers. This de- 
parture, however, has to do with those between whom 
the agreement was made and cannot be construed as 
affecting the American mill men. 

In order to remove this cause of difference once for 
all it might be well for Mistress Canada and Uncle 
Sam to observe certain formalities and live happily ever 
afterwards, 


“AGAIN THE LUMBER TRUST.” 


Another form of the famous and multitudinous lum- 
ber combinations has come to light through a special 
to a New York paper from Duluth, Minn., which sol- 
emnly declares that all the timber transfers made by 
the government in upper Minnesota to lumbermen in the 
past have been made to operators who were members of 
a combination organized for the purpose of defrauding 
Uncle Sam. The modus operandi, according to this 
learned newspaper dispatch, was as follows: ‘‘The unin- 
itiated would not have suspected the existence of the 
combination. The bidding seemed fair enough. The 
lumbermen before the sale had divided up the tracts 
which each was to have and the agreement was to allow 
so-and-so to have such-and-such pine at about such-and- 
such a figure. If Smith was to have the pine on 
10-28-17, for example, Brown and Jones and the others 
would quit bidding after they had gone through the 
form of competing.’’ 

It seems very unwise of the lumbermen to give 
this snap away to a newspaper correspondent; and 
it seems strange that the government agents at these 
sales would be so unsophisticated, such easy marks, 
that a timberman could induce them to sell gov- 
ernment property for so much less than it is 
worth. The truthful sentence in the entire dispatch 
appears to be the following: ‘‘Many of the heavy 
lumbermen have offered no opposition to the Morris law, 
since it was enacted at least, and some of them are 
willing to pay a good price for this or any other pine.’’ 
If the correspondent had made this statement first and 
his insinuation afterward there would be less probabil- 
ity of a misconception of the matter on the part of 
the reader. The dispatch itself indicates that the lum- 
bermen were not offering any particular resistance to 
the new..daw. It is authority for the statement that 
the lumbermen are making numerous requests at the 
United States land office at Cass Lake for the vecessary 
blanks for submitting-bids. They have also put their 
timber cruisers into the field to report on the various 





. tracts. The first sale of Chippewa reservation pine was 





due at Cass Lake, Minn., December 5 
be held December 28. 


TIMBER IN THE MIDDLE WEsrT, 


No department of trade in forest products, go far 
as the middle west is concerned, has more radical! 
changed within five to eight years than that in tithes 
as distinct from product that ordinarily is calleq lum. 
ber. The manufacture and handling of so called “bill 


and another will 





timber’’ has always been a specialty, which ineludes — 


heavy timbers for bridges and any large and stron 
structural work. Up to within a few years the main 
supply of such material was derived from the pine for- 
ests contiguous to the great lakes, but within pemn+ 
time the preponderating supply has come fromtne 
longleaf yellow pine forests of the south. _ 

To show how the timber trade has been revolution. 
ized within the time indicated above, the Marsh 
Bingham Company, of Chicago, one of the largest han- 
dlers of timber in the country, informs the American 
LUMBERMAN that only about 20 percent of its great 
yard stock is of northern origin, about 15 percent 
being Pacific coast fir, perhaps 10 percent oak, and 
the residue, or about 55 percent, yellow pine, This 
same company, within the knowledge of the writer 
less than ten years ago derived its timber supplies 
largely from Manistee, which for many years wag t!4 
paramount manufacturing and shipping point on La) a 
Michigan, rivaling Alpena, on Lake Huron, in the tir 
ber business. The mills at both places were specially 
equipped for sawing long timbers. The Menominje 
river mills also furnished a good deal of white pine 
timber, but it was largely shorter than that which 
could be turned out at Manistee. 

For many years white pine was considered the only 
good and available wood for timber in the northern 
states. A vast amount of good pine that would now be 
of great value for cutting into boards and plank has 
been converted into timber. White pine was consid- 
ered the best timber for heavy structural purposes 
mainly because it was light to handle, at the same 
time strong, and was capable of enduring against a 
tendency to decay. The larger growths were also sufii- 
cient to meet the demand for sticks of large size, 
When white pine began seriously to diminish in sup- 
ply norway timber was more and more crowded in as a 
substitute. Ten years ago, and even later, the timber 
yards in this market were mostly filled with norway 
pine. The best of it came from the Manistee valley, 
in Michigan, which abounded in straight, long-bodied 
growths of norway, the finest in the country. But the 
norway of the Manistee and Alpena districts is mostly 
of the past, and the timber supply must hereafter 
come from the south and from the Pacific coast. This 
involves new methods and problems in the manner of 
derivation, transportation and handling. 

It was an easy thing in the palmy days of white 
pine and norway pine on the great lakes to place 
schedules with the mills for sawing and have the stuff 
shipped by the cargo to any market point on Lake 
Michigan or Lake Erie. Capacity for floatage was 
large, always available and freight charges were but a 
small fraction of the price of the timber when deliv- 
ered. Now middle west dealers are up to a very dif- 
ferent condition. The bulk of their supplies must now 
come from the south or the Pacific coast. Even the 
moderate percentage of the oak they handle is mostly 
derived from territory south of the Ohio river. Thus 
the dealer confronts long hauls and delays in carriage 
from the mills to market points, as well as a freight 
charge that is nearly or quite one-half the price of the 
timber laid down at any middle western point. This 
freight charge is practically a fixture, and involves a 
large working capital to pay the freight bills as they 
arise in the course of business. This has a tendency 
to steady prices in the northern market centers, 80 that 
if any fluctuation occurs the mill operator must mainly 
suffer the consequences. The freight charge is so large 
a part of the value of the timber when delivered that 
it seems nearly impossible that prices at the mills 
can ever go much lower than the minimum known 
within recent years; else timber production would be 
carried on at a loss. Based on the present price of 
stumpage, $2 to $3 a thousand, it is difficult to see 
how yellow pine timber can be turned out at $8 to 
$10 a thousand net at the mill. 

A noteworthy feature of the recent middle state 
timber trade is the gradual invasion of Pacific coast 
fir when the large sizes and long sticks are required. 
Generally speaking when sticks over thirty feet long and 
fourteen inches in diameter are wanted dealers pre 
fer to furnish fir, because there is no difficulty about 
procuring such timber in any quantity from the coast. 
Dealers in this city who carry a yard ‘stock provide 
themselves with adequate supplies of fir so as to 
always ready to meet any demand for big and long 
pieces. A peculiarity of this deal is that such heavy 
fir can be bought on the coast at such prices as to 
render easy its competition with yellow pine. Until 
recently the price at the coast mills for large and long 
timber was based on $10 a thousand, with a moderate; 
rising scale on pieces longer than 36 to 40 feet. The 
freight charge was and is $16.50 a thousand to Chicago 
and common points. Thus dealers had to charge some 
thing above $26.50 o thousand to get any profit in the 
handling. Within recent time there has been a drop 
in prices on the coast of $2 or more a thousand, while 
the freight rate remains as before. Late reports indi- 
cate that timbers are selling on the coast at $7.50 @ 
thousand, though very long sticks “would probably 
command more than that. 

The striking features of the timber trade of the 
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a —__ : 
resent and future are these: Practically all such ma- 
terial hereafter will have to come from the extreme 
guth or the far west. This involves a freight charge 
that will constitute one-half to two-thirds the value 
of the stuff when laid down at any point in the middle 
west. Its transport must be altogether by rail, and 
subject to long delay in seasons of blockade in the 
movement of cars. The freight charge will be a nearly 
fxed quantity, and will not yield to correspond to the 
fuctuations of prices at the mills. Thus as time 
asses and stumpage shall rise in value either the 
rice of timber must considerably rise above any point 
it yet has attained or manufacture for the middle west 
market will have to be abandoned. 

here will always be an outlet for longleaf pine 
tin.oer, however. It can go foreign and coastwise by 
water at comparatively low freight rates. It is prob- 
able that the outlet by sea will be all that producers 
will need for that class of product. The eastern sea- 
poard will always have the advantage of the middle 
west so far as cheap transportation of southern tim- 
per is concerned. It is probable that as time passes 
the interior will more and more resort to steel in place 
of wood for structural purposes, driven thereto by 
the advance in prices of stumpage and timber that is 
sure to come. 


AN ENGLISH DISCOVERY. 


In a recent issue of our English contemporary, the 
y mber Trades Journal, of London, is an article en- 
tiled ‘‘American Grades of Pine Lumber and_ the 
English Market’’—which is to smile. 

It starts out by saying that owing to the searcity 
of Canadian pine deals, especially in first and second 
qualities, the trade will welcome an effort that is 
being made to introduce Michigan white pine to the 
English market. Explaining what this Michigan white 
pine is, it says, ‘‘Michigan white pine is said to be 
in all respects fully as suitable for pattern making 
and all other purposes as the yellow pine of Canada.’’ 
Well, rather! In view of the fact that what our 
English friends call Canadian yellow pine is the same 
identical wood as Michigan white pine, the statement 
is not surprising. It is a matter of nomenclature 
which causes some confusion in the minds of those 
who have not had occasion accurately to inform 
themselves. 

As a matter of fact, the English market has been 
using American white pine ever since early colonial 
days. Every year a larger or smaller quantity of 
board pine is cut in Michigan, Wisconsin or Minne- 
sota for the English trade and usually exported bv 
Canadian merchants. Mixed with the Canadian prod- 
uct it would be impossible for anyone to tell the dif- 
ference, unless by peculiarity of manufacture, for 
there is no difference in the wood. But ignorance of 
that fact is inexcusable. 

The Journal goes on to outline the grading of pine 
lumber, with results somewhat interesting to Ameri- 
ean dealers. For instance, it says that ‘‘selects are 
the next grade below uppers and admit of a little more 
sap and knots and chiefly consist of one clear face.’’ 
Tt says that fine common averages from nine to fif- 
teen inches wide and is largely sixteen feet long. We 
may say for information that the standard length 
of American pine is sixteen feet, with a certain 
percentage of other log lengths arising either from 
the necessity of saving material in the tree or of cater- 
ing to particular wants. The statement as to grades 
is fairly good as an outline, but accredits them with 
too high a quality, so that foreign buyers depending 
on this description would be disappointed. 

But there is one feature of the whole thing that is 
rather amusing. There is a considerable number of 
people in this country who are demanding the re- 
moval of the duty on lumber in order that we mav 
enjoy the advantage of the ‘‘chean’’ Canadian prod- 
uct, while here we find an English lumber paper advo- 
eating the importation of American white pine in 
order to avoid the high prices charged for Canadian 
goods of the same sort. 





A BREATH OF THE WOODS. 


The Forest, by Stewart Edward White, published by 
the Outlook Company, New York, is a book which 
every lover of nature should read and one which any 
student can pore over with interest and profit. To the 
nimrod it would prove an invaluable guide and moni- 
tor; to the pleasure seeker an experienced companion 
and one whose knowledge and assistance he cannot 
afford to dispense with. The practical, hardheaded 
lumberman can glean much of interest and profit from- 
its concisely expressed wisdom. The hook, however, 
18 not a treatise on woodcraft, nor can it be relegated 
to the guide book category. 

The author is a lover‘of the forest. He has delved 
deep into its mysteries, braved its unexplored recesses, 
reveled in its beauty, and in writing of its many won- 
ders he takes the reader behind the scenes in a skilful 
manner and there lifts the veil and shows the forest 
mits many moods. The discriminative reader is made 
to see and understand the forest, to feel its undis- 
turbed freshness and revel in its glories. 

The book contains many incidents of a trip made 
by Mr. White and Thomas Fogarty into the wilds of 
Canada. The unimportant details were eliminated: 
the reader is not required to wade through pages of 
Unnecessary recital of just where the party went or 
how it got there; yet every phase of the manner in 
which the trip was made is detailed in a way to 
charm the most critical and hold the attention of the 





reader until weary eyes or the end of the book force 
him to lay it aside. . 

In the first chapter the reader is brought into con- 
tact with the spirit of the forest calling to its vo- 
taries; then in quick succession the yielding to the 
eall, the skilful preparation in which the science of 
going Tight is extolled, the jumping off place where 
the last link is severed with known civilization, and 
then the plunge into the wilderness. The story is 
filled with incidents of the trip, with a delineation of 
characteristic people of the woodland, with pen pic- 
tures of canoeing, fishing, hunting, all of which are 
artfully illustrated by Mr. Fogarty. 

Properly to introduce the book would be to repro- 
duce it in full. Great self-repression is manifest in 
almost every page. In some instances the reader 
would like more of the terse recital of a particularly 
thrilling experience or additional light upon some 
character encountered. The guide leads the student 
on, lifting the curtain from one beautiful spot after 
another, showing a glimpse of lake, river or woodland. 
interjecting a suggestion as to how difficulties are to 
be overcome, and so on until the end, which comes all 
too soon. , 

Stewart Edward White, while a comparatively young 
man, has spent much of his time in the forest. During 
the last year he has visited the great fir and pine for- 
ests of the Pacific coast, attracted by the solemnity 
and grandeur and the wonderful beauty of the moun- 
tainous scenery there encountered. His past literary 
efforts have done much to instruct the reading world 
in the beauties of the forest and they have also ¢on- 
tained much of practical value. 

The literary world has every reason to expect future 
instructive works from this source. Mr. White’s 
hooks are the result of deep study of the subject and 
his pen writes only that which the brain has conceived 
and the mind assimilated. 


THE BILLINGS EMBARGO RAISED. 


Just before going to press last week advices were 
received from the LuMBERMAN’S correspondent at 
Seattle, Wash., to the effect that the Northern Pacific 
management had raised the lumber freight embargo at 
Billings, Mont., so that shipments over the Burlington 
lines, derived from the Northern Pacific, could there- 
after be made into southwestern territory and to Mis- 
souri river points. In order to confirm this good news 
the LUMBERMAN wired President Elliott, of the North- 
ern Pacific, at St. Paul, and received a prompt reply 
to the effect that the embargo had been removed ten 
days previously. This week our correspondent, writing 
from Portland, Ore., further sets forth the situation 
resulting from the free movement of lumber and shin- 
gles over tke Burlington lines through the Billings 
gateway. He states that the car situation in Washing- 
ton is somewhat easier since cars have been furnished 
for the Burlington lines. 

But the Billings outlet was opened too late in the 
season to save the north coast lumbermen from much 
loss. The embargo went into effect on September 22 
and was rescinded on November 29, after the heavier 
eastward movement had ceased. While the order was in 
effect prohibiting Northern Pacific cars from going off 
that line into Burlington territory the mill operators of 
Washington suffered great loss due to their inability to 
get cars enough to load lumber and shingles ordered 
for points on the Burlington lines. It was particu- 
larly aggravating, as the demand ‘in the Dakotas is 
served by the Northern Pacific and Great Northern 
roads, and that demand the past fall was compara- 
tively light because of a partial failure of the wheat 
crop; at the same time the demand in the Missouri 
river country was heavy by reason of good crops raised 
in that territory. 

What the coast shippers wanted was access to the 
field of greatest demand. That was shut out by the 
embargo at Billings. The season of active trade was 
allowed to pass and the coast shippers were confined 
‘to the rather thin demand of the Dakotas and what 
trade they could force further east. The Burlington 
could not furnish anywhere near an adequate supply 
of ears for its own lines, and the Northern Pacific 
would not permit its cars to pass the Billings gateway 
on the Burlington system. The result was that orders 
on the Inmbermen’s books for hundreds of carloads 
of lumber and shingles to go into Burlington territory 
were canceled, to their great loss. While the shippers 
are glad that the restriction has at last been rescinded 
there is deep regret that the embargo was ever or- 
dered. 

The question now is, will the Northern Pacific next 
year repeat its procedure of the fall of this year? The 
reason why it would not let its cars go on to the 
Burlington lines was two-fold. In the first place it 
was short of cars to handle the traffic on its own lines. 
Tn the second place the management plainly stated 





' that it wanted the entire haul on lumber and shingles 


destined to Missouri river territory over its own lines 
and connections. Though the Northern Pacific man- 
agement now seems to be in a placatory and yielding 
mood the lumbermen of the coast should abate nothing 
of their alertness and zeal in holding the advantage 
they have gained; for next fall there will be another 
heavy wheat movement from eastern Washington, and 
it is probable that the Northern Pacific will again 
assume that it has use for all its cars and cannot al- 
low any to speak of to be deflected to the Burlington 
territory. The lumbermen should keep this probability 
in view, and should bring all their influence to bear 
from now forward to keep open the Billings gateway 


as a permanent condition. They should not rest 
supine while next summer verges into the fall before 
they find out for a surety whether the Billings gate- 
way is to be open during the fall or not. Persistent 
and timely work for a guaranty that cars will per- 
petually be furnished for the Burlington route will 
be the only safeguard against a recurrence of this 
year’s trouble and loss. 


THE PRESIDENT AND THE LAND LAWS. 


In his annual message to congress the president 
strongly emphasized his well known views favorable 
to a revision of the public land laws. One important 
reason he advances why the laws should be changed is 
because the ‘‘character and uses of the remaining pub- 
lic lands differ widely from those of the public lands 
which congress had especially in view when these laws 
were passed.’’ The president cites the fact that the 
rapidly inereasing rate of disposal of the public lands 
is not followed by corresponding increase in home 
building. The tendency to mass in large holdings 
retards settlement. All lands adapted to agriculture, 
in the opinion of the executive, should be rigidly held 
for the benefit of the home builders. 

Especially does the president call the attention of 
congress to the timber and stone law, the desert land 
law and the commutation clause of the homestead law, 
which he thinks have conflicted with a wise public land 
policy in many respects. In view of the divergence of 
opinion in respect to the operation of these laws, the 
president has thought it expedient to appoint a com- 
mission, the duty of which shall be to examine into 
the publie land situation and report thereon as early 
as possible. This commission is composed of W. A. 
Richards, commissioner of the general land office; Gif- 
ford Pinchot, chief of the bureau of forestry, and F. 
H. Newell, chief hydrographer of the geological sur- 
vey. This commission will examine into the opera- 





tion of the land laws and recommend such 
changes as it deems necessary. The aim will 
be to make the Ilaws’ effective for the 
largest practicable disposition of the lands to 


actual settlers and home builders. It is probable that 
the various abuses of the timber and stone regulations, 
and the communtation clause of the homestead law 
will be sifted to the utmost, and changes in the Jaws 
designed to abate such abuses are recommended. Sen- 
ator Hansbrough’s bill, already introduced in the sen- 
ate, to a degree anticipates the position taken by Mr. 
Roosevelt, but the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN has pointed 
out such defects in this bill as would preclude its be- 
coming a model for further legislation. 

The commission which the president has appointed 
should be enlarged to include representation of the 
coast timber states and of other states in which the 
land laws are operative, who shall be representative of 
the various interests involved. Thus the investigation 
could be made especially thorough, and suggestions for 
reform could be so framed as to secure justice to the 
government, to lumbermen, quarrymen, homesteaders, 
irrigation interests and forestry. 

Tt is well that the administration is fully awake to 
the abuses ¢nd frauds perpetrated under the present 
land laws. The urgency of the president in his recom- 
mendation for a revision of the laws and his appoint- 
ment of an able commission preliminary thereto ap- 
parently mean that the administration is earnestly 
seeking reform in the control and disposal of the pub- 
lie lands. Whatever legislation there may be will be 
deeply interesting to timber owners and lumbermen, 
especially of the west coast and mountain country. If 
such legislation shall abolish abuses and frauds in the 
transferrence of lands it will have the hearty indorse- 
ment of all good citizens. 

PAPA IDOOOOIOI I 


EDITORIAL SHORT LENGTHS. 


There is a great swing to the Washington lumber 
trade. It goes clear round the world’s circle and boxes 
the compass. With an expanding demand in western 
Canada the Missouri valley and eastward, in Wyoming, 
Colorado and New Mexico; with its rapidly augmenting 
requirement in California, especially the southern part 
thereof; its shipments to Australia, New Zealand, the 
Philippines, China, Japan, South Africa, South America 
and Europe, there should be something doing all the 
time on the north coast. Yet the manufacturers want 
a little more; they want lower rates eastward so that 
they may sell their low grade lumber in midcountry. 





Now it is stated that J. Pierpont Morgan has taken 
up forestry work on his estate in Hamilton county, 
New York. J. Pierpont is apt to take up almost any- 
thing that is not nailed down. 





A bill has been introduced in the lower house at. 


Washington for the purchase of land and the estab- 
lishment of a forest reserve in the Appalachian moun- 
tain country embracing not less than 5,000,000 acres of 
land in West Virginia, Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia and Alabama, to be named the 
Appalachian park. It is probable that such a park 
would be in detached areas, for it seems as if it would 
be about impossible to purchase land in one body in 
that portion of the country. In any case it would’ Ve 
likely to cut heavily into the commercial timber in- 
terests of the states named. 





Dr. Felix L. Oswald is the latest man to discover 
the lumber trust. He also remarks in a current maga- 
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zine article, ‘‘If forest destruction at its present rate 
of recklessness shall continue much longer our con- 
tinent will have to dry up.’’ If it will have the same 
effect on the doctor that will be some compensation. 


Tt is stated in Minnesota that this year fewer mills 
will be operated nights. The wives of Minnesota mill 
men will not, however, observe any decrease in the 
‘‘night-run’’ excuse. 


The building and grounds committee of the Chicago 
board of education complains that an accurate record 
is not kept of the desks, lumber and classroom fixtures 
in the repair department. If it will take an inventory 
of some of the other city departments it will find a 
large quantity of poor timber. 

It is reported that President Ramsay, of the Wabash 
railroad system, declares that within the next few 
years the railroads of the country will replace 1,000,- 
000 ears of the old style, and that he himself recently 
requested bids on 1,000 freight cars. He says that the 
west is on the top wave of prosperity. 


It is reported from Marinette, Wis., that a syndi- 
cate, headed by Isaac Stephenson, is about to purchase 
a steamer to ply between Menominee, Marinette and 
Chieago, next season, in opposition to the Goodrich 
line. The boat will carry passengers and freight. 


Custom house reports show that shipments of lum- 
ber by lake from the Menominee river ports aggre- 
gated more in November than in any other month of 
the season, being over 20,000,000 feet. The old Green 
bay ports are still vigorous in the lumber line if they 
are in the sere and yellow leaf as respects pine prod- 
ucts. Moreover, there is still pine enough in the Me- 
nominee region to assure several future records like 
that of last November. 


The consumer deems it his prerogative to substitute 
grades or varieties, and protests when the shipper seeks 
to deprive him of the privilege. One dealer even went 
so far as to refuse a car of gum that had been billed 
to him as poplar. 


The Minnesota Horticultural Society and the Minne- 
sota State Forestry Association held a joint meeting 
at Minneapolis on December 3, at which a number of 
papers pertaining to forestry were read, among them 
being one by Gen. C. C. Andrews, chief forest fire 
warden of the state, in which he refers to the Morris 
act and the sale of timber on the Chippewa Indian 
reservation. 





According to the president’s message to congress, the 
eash receipts of the general land office for the last 
fiscal year were $11,024,743.65, an inerease of $4,762,- 
816.47 over the receipts of the preceding year. Of 
this sum appfoximately $8,461,498 will go to the credit 
of the fund for the reclamation of arid lands, making 
the total of this fund up to June 30 approximately 
$16,191,836. 





MODERN FABLES---CXIX. 


The Lumber Jack and the Porcelain Platter. 


News comes from Minnesota that Hands for the 
Lumber Camps are Easy to get this Year. This is 
well. In other years it has been Difficult to get hands 
in the north Woods. There is recorded in the Ar- 
chives of Ford River the Story of a Camp Foreman 
who spent all one night and $27.45 in Trying to get a 
few good Hands in Escanaba. And then the best he 
got was Trays on Fives. 

This year, according to our Special Correspondents, 
who are Fairly Truthful young men, Hands are as 
Plentiful around Itasca county as in the Vicinity 
of a Turkey Lunch. This recalls the fact that it was 
not always thus and so. There have been Winters 
when the only Way you could get Many a Man to go 
into the Woods was to tell Him that the Sheriff was 
Looking for him. 

There is a Logging Contractor in St. Louis county 
who was Up Against this Proposition a few years 
back. It was as Hard for him to get Help as it is 
for a man Overboard in a fog or one having an Argu- 
ment with his Wife. Then this Logging Contractor 
had an Idea. He Advertised in the Minneapolis papers 
that he would Equip the Cook Shanty with real China- 
ware. 

The result was Instantaneous. The men who had 
heen Accustomed to Eating their Pie off a tin longed 
to eat it off a China plate even though they did eat 
it with a Knife. They longed to Pry ‘their Potatoes 
off the sides of China instead of Delicately Shaded 
and Arematic tin. So they Deserted the other Camps 
and Enlisted with the man who had the Chinaware. 
True, the Chinaware was not real Haviland. As a 
matter of fact a cup Weighed six ounces and the 
plates were five-eighths of an inch Thick. 

The idea worked lovely and the logging Contractor 
had men to Spare when other camps looked about as 
Manless as a Summer Resort. Yes, it worked Lovely 
foratime. But Last Winter the Lumber Jacks struck 
Lecause the Cook woulca vot furnish Soap and a Towel 
with the Finger Bowls. 

Moral—A Kindness is sometimes only a Kindness, 
but often it is a Wedge. 





General Conditions Outlined. 





Features of the Interstate Commerce Hearing and 
of the Industry in General Discussed. 


When the editor of the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN jour- 
neyed to New Orleans on Saturday of last week it was 
wholly in the role of a listener. Mr. Defebaugh went 
to attend the Interstate Commerce Commission hearing 
at the Louisiana metropolis, and had no other thought 
than that of recording the doings of the body whose 
operations have such an important bearing upon the 
affairs of the lumber world. 

But newspaper men are much the same the world 
over. Mr. Defebaugh arrived in the Crescent city Sun- 
day evening, and in the Tuesday Picayune appeared 
the following interview: 

(From the New Orleans Picayune, December 8.) 

J. K. Defebaugh, the talented editor of the AMERICAN 
LUMBERMAN, is in New Orleans, primarily to attend the 
hearing of the lumber rate cases before the Interstate 
Commerce Commission. 


Mr. Defebaugh is thoroughly informed in lumber mat- 
ters the country over, and is just now taking great in- 


terest in the development of the southern Jumber inter- 
ests, particularly the lumber exports of New Orleans. 


Speaking yesterday of the case now before the commission 
and of general conditions in the south, Mr. Defebaugh 
said: 

“It does not require much of an excuse for me to come 
to New Orleans. It is one of the most attractive and in- 
teresting, and, I may safely say that since the new cen- 
tury dawned, it has become one of the most progressive 
cities of the country. 

‘“‘My particular purpose, however, was to attend the 
hearing of the case of the Central Yellow Pine Association 
against the railroads passing through Mississippi, which 
had been called for Atlanta but could not be heard there 
in November. 

“IT have an idea that the railroads made a bad bull in 
advancing yellow pine rates 2 cents, and some of them, 
I know, would be glad now if such action had not been 
taken. The advance militated against the interests of 
the yellow pine shippers very seriously. This fact was 
convincingly shown in the hearing given the Georgia lum- 
bermen before the Interstate Commerce Commission last 
month. 

“The theory of the railroads in this advance, which the 
lumbermen are vigorously fighting, as in all rate-making, 
has been to charge ‘all the traffic will bear.’ There is 
no basic philosophy in rate-making; it is a haphazard 
practice. 

“In seeking to increase their resources the railroads hit 
upon lumber as the burden-bearer, which brings up the 
question as to the reasonableness of the rate from the 
standpoint of what the traffic will bear, as well as its 
reasonableness from the standpoint of transportation. This 
draws out the proposition of the financial condition of the 
earriers, and the question of whether or not they are enti- 
tled to expect additional revenues at all and, if so, 
whether or not from this one commodity alone, It opeos 
up the question as to the proper basis of making rates to 
gateways, and the practice that should apply respect ng 
long hauls of lumber. Then the question of the adaptabil- 


ity of the equipment of the railways) to the lum- 
ber traflic comes in, and whether the roads can 
charge the deficiency in carrying capacity to the lum- 
ber industry, which grows out of the deficiency 


of their own equipment. A shipper who asks for a 40,000- 
pound capacity car may possibly get an 80,000-pound car 
run on to his siding, and the railroads may complain if 
the mill man does not load to capacity. There are a 
great many intricate questions involved in this subject, 
as interesting a series of problems as any layman ever 
undertook to study, with the main difficulty growing out 
of the tap-line situation west of the river and a sporadic 
case or two east of the river, and the conflict between 
certain elements in the lumber trade and among the rail- 
road fraternity consequent upon the earlier hearings and 
the much anticipated hearing in this city this week. 

‘“‘Whichever way you look at it, this great contest be- 
tween the lumbermen and the railroads, you must admire 
the plucky fight that is being made by the lumbermen. 
lt is a valiant little army which is in conflict with the 
great and mighty railroad companies of the south, and 
will be watched with exceeding interest until the final 
outcome shall be reflected in the decisions of the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission. However, I an: not going 
to tell you my idea of the final verdict; it might rob the 
proceedings of the intense interest now manifest. 

“The influence of the 2-cent advance has been severely 
felt by the lumbermen of the south, particularly those of 
the southeast, who have been cut out of the middle north- 
west trade entirely. This fact might be considered as an 
advantage to shippers from the middle south, but trade 
is not as brisk as it was at the beginning of the year. 
The volume of business has been of a good average since 
the opening months, at least equal to or greater than the 
supply of cars with which to move it, but the higher 
rates have greatly shifted the movements of stock and 
have compelled a revolution of previously conceded rela- 
tionship that has been costly and troublesome.” 

“You suggest that trade is less brisk than it was earlier 
in the year?” 

“On the whole that is true, and it is customary near 
holiday time for business to fall off. There is now a 
healthy tone to the situation, and whereas, I hepe, the low 
rates shall be restored, it is believed that yellow pine will 
a on a satisfactory and, let us hope, profitable 

asis. 

“The export trade is of reasonable volume, prices less 
firm than freight rates, which have reached a point dif- 
ficult to eope with in shipments to Liverpool and other 
ports I might mention. 

“In this export trade it is largely a matter of which 
steamship line the shippers are employing as to the treat- 
ment they receive and the methods employed in handling 
their lumber. One of the most progressive lumber car- 
riers from this market to England handles the freight 
offered much more expeditiously and has a large share 
of the trade originating here, and another line which I 
could mention is exceptionally neglectful of the lumber- 
men’s interests. I have known of the latter line to go 
into. Liverpool with the propeller showing above the water, 
a righteous punishment on the part of the lumbermen 
for the negligence and carelessness with which that line 
handles their freight. 

“Yellow pine people generally are encouraged to believe 
that work on the Panama canal will not long be delayed, 
and when that stupendous work shall begin there will be 
a demand for large quantities of pitch pine from the gulf 
for contruction purposes, and it will take from eight 
to twelve years to build the canal and several hundred 
million feet of timber will be needed each year. When 
the construction work shall have been finished there is a 
possibility that there will be an outlet for pine in other 
sections of the world which is not apparent at this time. 

“In this connection, I recently spent some months on 
the Pacific coast. - While there I heard some of the: fac- 
tors in the timber and lumber trade express the fear that 
when the canal was built there would be a large quantity 
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of yellow pine shipped to southern California, q Vv 
profitable field for the westerners at this time, but which 
soon would be destroyed if the yellow pine men could get | 
there with their products. Curiously enough, [ heard 
fears expressed on the part of some of the western |y ~ 
bermen that when the canal was built their chief field 
for the local distribution would be lost or disrupted 

“Northern Pacific manufacturers now have a rate of 
50 cents a thousand to Missouri river points for pine 
timbers etc., and they are working hard to induce the 
new president of the Northern Pacific, Howard Elliott whe 
had a conference with the lumbermen at Tacoma fone 
week, to reduce the rate to 40 cents. If they are gue 
cessful it will permit them to get into yellow pine terpj. 
tory in the old northwest with shipments of coast lumber 
in a@ way to tax present trade arrangements very much 
The fact is that various railroad combinations of the 
United States are today making prices through their 
ability or inability to carry freight in a great many com- 
modities, notably lumber. 

“They practicaly regulate production and consumption 
by supplying only enough locomotives and cars to move 
only so many million feet of lumber in the busy seasons 
It might appear that such methods would, in some meas. 
ure, help to maintain stable prices, but the fact is the 
producer of any commodity is inclined to resent the in- 
capacity of common carriers who assess them 25 to 50 
percent of the cost of the material for moving it to its 
destination, and then tell them they can move so much 
each month and no more, and at a time when they could 
sell it at a profitable price the roads fail to supply cars 
which results in the cancellation of their orders and 
interferes with the sale and use of their product, 

“I have known of a number of instances this fall where 
lumbermen were obliged to shut down their plants be- 
cause they could not get cars. I think, however, the 
— are making strenuous efforts to increase their equip- 
ment. 

“The most hopeful thing I know in regard to the lum- 
ber situation in the south is trade in hardwoods. Missijs- 
sippi mill men have been exceptionally favored, and 
those in the Mississippi valley, as far up as Memphis 
are having a good demand for export lumber, as well as 
for stocks for domestic uses. We are going to wake up 
one of these fine mornings and discover that the alleged 
to-be immense acreage of white oak, cypress and ash and 
the formerly considered inexhaustible supply of gum are 
subjects that will demand a great deal of modification 
as to the supplies. They are being cut away very rapidly, 

“The stavemen have culled vast areas of hardwoods of 
their best white oak, and with the decreasing demand 
and the rapidly diminishing supply it is no wonder that 
prices of hardwoods are firm and very much higher than 
they were a few years ago. 

“TI was talking with a Mississippi hardwood manufac- 
turer only yesterday, who said he had recently figured 
up that the oak he had cut during the twelve years prior 
to this year, if he could have it today, would be worth 
just $1,000,000 more than it had brought. This is ear- 
ried out in other developments, and the real, rather than 
the apparent, conclusion that good oak stumpage is be- 
coming scarce holds good, and the necessity is shown for 
buying it up and holding it for early needs. 

“That there are immense areas of gum there is no 
question, and it is sure to be a much more valuable wood 
within a few years than it is today. It is being substi- 
tuted for basswood, cottonwood and poplar, and when 
wisely manufactured and properly seasoned makes a good 
material. The forestry bureau of the national government 
is now operating several stations, and is testing gum and 
similar woods for special purposes, and to learn the best 
methods of handling it. When the experiments shall have 
been completed the government proposes to publish them 
broadcast. 

“There seems to be no diminution in the demand for 
eypress, except just at this time the railroad demand is 
light—rather it is taking on new territory each year, and 
adding many ardent admirers among the builders, con- 
sumers and lumbermen generally throughout the country. 
Its merits have been persistently laid before the people. 
who should be educated, and they have tried and have 
been satisfied with results in any of a dozen or more uses 
to which it can be put. 

“With respect to the northern woods, the mills are 
closed down in the white pine country, and they will sup- 
ply stocks that will be somewhat less than the compila- 
tions indicated January 1, 1903, when the figures were 
all in, I think this remark will apply to hemlock in 
Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and Michigan, as well as to white 
pine. and I am certain northern hardwoods are in light 
supply, comparatively speaking, so that should we have 
dull times, which is not likely to occur under present 
prosperous conditions; even though we have a presidential 
year in 1904, yet, I think, the lumber market will be on a 
fairly even basis throughout the coming year, with a 
tendency to briskness during the early months of 1904. 
— is as near as I can figure out the situation at this 

me. 

“T have noticed the revelations regarding the land 
frauds in Louisiana. ‘They are similar to my observa- 
tions on the Pacific coast. People have gone long dis- 
tances to enter into practically illegal compacts and pre- 
tended to settle upon the lands belonging to Uncle Sam, for 
which entries they have received a very modest bonus 
over their actual expenses. In some instances the squat- 
ters and the agents concerned have been defeated, for the 
settlers have been misled in their locations and otherwise 
deceived. It looks as though we were to have a general 
revision of the timber and stone act, and that the home- 
stead law will be revised to some extent also, as there 
are too many loopholes in these laws to warrant the gov- 
ernment in hesitating a moment to do its duty in reform- 
ing the laws and amending them so as to make violations 
very dangerous, and to prevent a host of people under- 
taking to illegally acquire the nation’s property.” 


errr 


The building of several new railroad lines in Russia 
and Siberia, including the most important, the St. 
Petersburg-Vologda-Ekaterinoslaw line, will open the 
way for foreign-made machinery, including timber 
working machines, There will be an immediate and 
large demand for railroad ties, which will necessarily 
be manufactured from contiguous timber. It is stated 
that in Russia the tariff on machinery is shortly to 
be raised, however, presumably as a result of the de- 
velopment of machine making in the empire. The 
American manufacturers of timber converting ma 
chinery will therefore do well to keep in touch with 
the tariff question in Russia. In this particular field 
they will also encounter the competition of Germany, 
Switzerland and Belgium. In this connection it is 
of note that the new Transvaal tariff puts an import 
duty of 21%4 percent ad valorem on all machinery not 
of British manufacture introduced into the new Brit- 
ish possessions in South Africa. It is not believed that 
this will seriously militate against. American machin- 
ery, however, as the British machines will be brought 
up to the new tariff mark and the American manu 
facturers, at any event, will be ready to meet this uew 
tariff condition. 
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The Fertile Willamette Valley—CCLXXVIII. 


Properly to appreciate Oregon and its riches one 
must take a trip up the beautiful Willamette valley. 
Nature bestows her bounties upon the toiler in that 
gection with a lavish hand. On every side are to be 
geen evidences of the riches of this fertile spot, of 
which the general public has comparatively little 
knowledge. 

A little below Eugene, at which point is located the 
office of the Booth-Kelly Lumber Company, (likewise 
the land office where chicanery and fraud were prac- 
tied aforetime), the Willamette sends out three 
pranches known as the McKenzie fork on the east, the 
Middle fork and the Coast fork. Tributary to these 





TO THE MILLS. 


/ ENROUTE 


4 ‘branches of the main river are many little streams and 
\ \rivulets which insure thorough drainage and furnish 
fample water for the agriculturists to the north of the 
Calapoosia mountains. 

Fial’ Tong been my wish to meet some of the mem- 
bers of the Booth-Kelly Lumber Company, of which I 
had in times past heard so much of a complimentary 
nature. After this wish had been gratified, I uncon- 
sciously repeated the words of the ancient eastern 
queen—something about less than half having been 
imparted. 











We reached Eugene a little after midnight and the 
facts in the case compel me to admit that we left about 
the some time when we finally got away. I have no 
apologies to make for this mode of entrance and 
egress; it may be attributed wholly to the manner in 
which the Southern Pacific company operates its trains. 
For some unaccountable reason the trains on this road 
do not reach all stations along the line at seasonable 
hours—but they do reach them and I am willing to go 
on record as saying that I found as good service in 
the mountain country as anywhere else in my travels, 
and the Southern Pacific (exeept for its lack of en- 
gines and cars for moving lumber, in which its ability 
18, perhaps, as great as that of its competitors), is 
strictly up to date—in other words sticks close to the 
time table in its movements. 


Defying Established Precedent—CCLXXIXx. 

In its methods of operation the Booth-Kelly Lumber 
Company sets at defiance many of the established cus- 
toms of Pacific coast milling operations. As a gen- 
eral proposition it may be said that the larger com- 
panies build large mills, usually one mill equipped to 
turn out a large amount of lumber. This established 
order has been reversed and instead of putting a large 
amount of money into a huge plant, the Booth-Kelly 
company has built a number of mills of medium eca- 
pacity and is well satisfied with the results obtained. 
These plants have a capacity of between 85,000 and 
125,000 feet in ten hours (double shift) and are so con- 
structed that a maximum production is secured at a 
mnimum cost for equipment. 

Tam going to discuss this important subject more at 
ength at another time, but having had a chance to 
Witness their workings and learn something of the 
Profitableness of their accomplishments, I almost be- 
came prejudiced in favor of the small or medium sized 


~ Mills when the timber is of moderate average and 


especially. when the demands made upon the operator 
tor yard stock, railroad material ete. constitute such an 
mportant factor in the business. 
o 18 concern operates five saw mills. One known as 
: e Wendling mill is located on the Mohawk river and 
ain. capacity of about 125,000 feet in ten hours. The 
po Soa Coburg on the McKenzie fork is a bustling 
int GR aga with an output of about 85,000 feet 
pdt —. The Springfield mill, on the Middle fork, 
mill cl ; 125,000 feet in ten hours, is one of the crack 
the a this enterprising company. At Saginaw, on 
ph oast fork, there are two mills with a combined 
a city of about 115,000 feet. The company also 
nS a small mill at Harrisburg, capacity about 25,000 
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feet in ten hours, but at the time we made the visit 
this mill was not being operated. 


Southern Terminus of Douglas Fir Belt—CCLXXxX. 


General Manager Robert A. Booth, the popular and 
able chief of the company’s captains, whom to know 
is to appreciate and admire for his many excellent 
traits of character, claimed many advantages for the 
manner in which his company operates. Properly to 
appreciate them, something of the character of the 
country should be understood. The mills of the Booth- 
Kelly Lumber Compgny are located in the central por- 
tion of Larne county, the south line of which marks 
the southern termination of the Douglas fir. Below 
this line are found sugar pine and white pine. 

There is a2 mountainous country between these two 
timber bodies in which is found very little timber of a 
merchantable character and what little is found is 
difficult to get at. 

The eastern portion of Lane county is broken by 
the foot hills of the Caseades and, as can be seen from 
the illustration, the foot hills break the country up 
into a series of valleys through wliich pass the waters 
of the many forks of the Wiilamette. Timber located 
on the upper portion of these valleys must logically 
come down to a point on such waters to be manufac- 
tured. To change this method of procedure would 
mean logging operations the cost of which would be 
almost prohibitory. The logs, it is true, could be 
rafted down the streams to a point where the various 
forks merge into and form the main stream of the Wil- 
lamette and a big plant could have been built at that 
point, but after a careful survey of the field it was 
decided that the best manner of operating would be to 
work the timber on each stream separately. 


Advantages Claimed for Small Mills—CCLXXXI. 


Among other advantages claimed for the smaller 
mills is that any one of them can be shut down with- 
out in any manner interfering with the operations of 
the other plants. Each mill is logged by an individual 
logging crew. Fire at one plant would not affect the 
others. Labor troubles, should they oceur, could be 
handled to better advantage. Accidents to machinery 
would stop only the saws at one plant. In fact the 
operation of a number of mills of the capacity men- 








THE BOOTH-KELLY MILL AT COBURG, ORE. 


tioned gives this concern the strength of a federation 
cemented together by bonds of the strongest character. 
Most of the logging for the various plants is done 
by the company the logs being cut and driven to the 
mills during high water. Ample storage booms and 
log ponds have been provided for keeping on hand a 
supply of logs should the water in the river get low. 
Logging is kept up practically the year round and 
drives are sent down when required as there is usually 
enough water for that purpose. Probably 1,500 men 
are employed by the firm in its logging operations. 


A Potent Factor in Development—CCLXXXII. 


Naturally a company that employs several thousand 
men, disbursing each month many thousands of dol- 
lars, is a potent factor in the development of the 
country. Probably the best indication of this is the 
growth of the company itself. Operations were com- 
menced in that section in 1898 and, as Mr. Booth 
stated, ‘‘We commenced to do things in that year.’’ 
They have been doing them ever since. The head- 
quarters of the company were moved into its present 


-office in 1900. About that time the Coburg plant was 


completed. This plant is somewhat handicapped for 
lack of yard room, but had excellent facilities for 
handling stock that goes from the mill to the cars 
direct. The largest dry kilns operated by the company 
are located at Coburg. This plant was purchased and 
given a general overhauling by the Booth-Kelly peo- 
ple before it was put into operation. 
Oregon Forest Reserves—COLXXXIII. 

In reply to an inquiry I addressed to Mr. Booth in 

regard to the forest reserves of Oregon, he said they 


were not doing much of anything with the reserves. 
Patrolmen or rangers are kept in the forests to guard 
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How to Appreciate Oregon—A Stop in the Great Willamette Valley — Eugene the Center of a Thriving Community — The Great Milling 
Operations of the Booth-Kelly Lumber Company —A Day Spent with Its [Manager — Early Recollections of 
John Kelly — Visits to the Plants of This Concern— The Part Played by the 
Goats in the Settlement of the Timbered West. 


against fire, but that is about all that is being done. 

So far as the character of the timber on the western 
slope is concerned it is all good and of a very fine 
quality. The Washington people or the Columbia 
river people tell you their timber is better. (In each 
instance I found that each separate and individual 
community or territory had the finest timber on the 
coast). I think, however, there is more young timber; 
on the backbone there is a streak of lava where 
there is no timber, but on this side there is a stretch 
of country where the timber is matured. Lower down 
in the valleys and along the streams there is an im- 
mense growth of young trees. This younger timber 
extends back, there being no sharp dividing line, until 
it mingles with the older growth. The conditions most 

vorable to the growth of fir are to be found here. 
Good fir grows on light soil and is uniform; rocky soil 
is not so bad, but in the low lands fir grows very 
slowly and contains some rot. 


Red Versus Yellow Fir—CCLXXXIV. 


It was my intention to keep track of the various 
opinions on the query: ‘‘ What is the distinction be- 
tween red and yellow fir?’’ 

Answers varied very greatly. Some said it was dif- 
ference in age; others that the two were distinct mem- 
bers of the fir family, while still others candidly ad- 
mitted that they did not know. After I had accumu- 
lated opinions from a dozen or more sources, ail of 
which differed, I was pretty much in the same box. 

The government authorities give red and yellow fir 
as different members of the fir family, corresponding 
to longleaf and shortleaf yellow pine, for instance, and 
state that in many localities the dividing line between 
the two is not sharply defined. Typical specimens of 
the two varieties show many characteristic distine- 
tions, but they apparently merge from one to the other, 
though in some instances other names are given to the 
connecting links as in the case of southern pine, where 
the tree partaking of the characteristics of both is 
known as !oblolly or swamp pine. 


A Congressman Ought to Know—CCLXXXV. 

At Portland I had an interesting chat with Congress- 
man Fordney, of Michigan, who is a heavy holder of 
timber on the coast, both in Washington and Oregon, 
and in answer to my question about the respective 
stata of yellow pine and red fir, he said that the varia- 
tion in the price of logs gave some indication of how 
the timber was regarded by the saw mill men who 
bought them. 

According to Mr. Booth’s idea the difference be- 
tween red and yellow fir is due to environment. Fur- 
ther he said he was harvesting both kinds of lumber 
out of one tree. ‘‘Take the older parts of the tree and 
it is white and where the tree grew rapidly it is red. 
The leaf is identical, the bark and texture are the 
same. On the granite hills you will find fir that was 
never yellow fir. Take some of the benches where the 
soil is good and clusters of yellow fir are to be found, 
but the same fir grows where conditions are not so 
good and it is red fir. It is a pretty good rule to be 
governed by the foliage of a tree and they are iden- 
tical.’’ 

He described white fir as entirely different; as hav- 
ing a different bark and foliage. There is not much 
white fir marketed, but it makes the best of pulp wood. 
It is to be found all over the coast country but as a 
rule it grows on low ground and in damp places. It 
is to be found on the banks of all streams where it 
grows quite large and very rapidly. It reseeds quickly 
from the burrs that fall from the trees. The wood has 
little pitch or resin in it. The wood of the white fir 





THE LOG-POND AT COBURG, ORE. 
in this section is soft and does not have a pretty 


grain. It makes a nice ceiling and takes paint read- 
ily. It is very ‘‘limby,’’ but the limbs are not large. 
It makes fairly good dimension stuff if used in a dry 
place. As yet no one is manufacturing it to any con- 
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siderable extent. The paper people are looking out 
for their interests and trying to secure large quantities 
of this timber. 


Southern Oregon Timber—COLXXXVL. 


In regard to the timber of southern Oregon, Mr. 
300th stated that his company operated a mill in the 
southern part of that state (at Grants Pass, Ore.) and 
owned some timber. 

This timber averages about 40 percent sugar pine and 
60 percent white or yellow pine. The white pine is 
lighter than the eastern Oregon yellow pine, in both 
color and weight. The lumbering season is short, the 
mills closing about the first of September, as the log- 
ging camps are also closed because the logs ‘‘blue’’ if 
left out, and so does the lumber unless carefully cared 
for during the wet winter months. 

The plant operated at Grant’s Pass does a general 
planing mill and box business and sells the product of 
its box factory through the California box agency, but 
ships direct to Oregon buyers. 


The Southern Pacific Cares for Its Own—CCLXXXVII. 


The Southern Pacific railway handles the product of 
the Willamette valley lumbering concerns on an equit- 
able basis. From Eugene there is a water level to 
Portland which enables the road to put in rates that 
place the Willamette valley people on a footing of 
equity with those on the Columbia. Like all other 
western roads, however, and for that matter, like all 
other railroads, it is not prepared to handle promptly 
all of the business offered it. The only thing left for 
it to do in order to accommodate its increasing trade, 
is to double track its line between Portland and San 
Francisco. Some progress has been made in this direc- 
tion near Sacramento and at Stockton. Mr. Booth 
stated that if the heavy traffic continued they would 
have to tunnel the Siskiyou mountains, a project of 
great daring and entailing almost unlimited expense. — 

Eugene is the center of a garden spot. The place is 
probably thirty-five or forty years old and the rich 
agricultural country in which it is located is giving it 
a healthy growth. On all sides were to be seen evi- 
dences of this increase in the facilities which were be- 
ing provided to house an increasing population. Paved 
streets, magnificent residences, fine hotels and, as usual 
for a western city, commodious school houses for the 
education of the coming generations. 


Additional Transportation Facilities Required— 
CCXXXVIII. 


Dispatches to the LUMBERMAN since my return indi- 
eate that it has been necessary to close the logging 
camps of the Booth-Kelly company and practically to 
suspend operations, owing to the inability of the rail- 
road company to furnish cars in which to ship the 
product of the Booth-Kelly mills. 

The same condition, I am informed, obtains at prac- 
tically all of the milling points along the line of the 
Southern Pacific in Oregon and northern California. 
The mills have been forced either to suspend operations 
or to run a portion of the time only. There have been 
bitter complaints made by the lumbermen of Oregon, 
southwestern Washington and northern California not 
only on aceount of their inability to secure cars but 
because of the alleged discrimination as between sea- 
port and inland towns. As readers of this paper un- 
derstand there is a difference in the rate of over $5 in 
favor of the inland mills, the increase in the tariff 
being due to the desire on the part of the railroad 
officials to divert as much as possible of the lumber 
traffic to the coasting vessels and thus relieve their 
overburdened equipment. 

The ery of discrimination made by the sea coast mills 
is met with the statement that the inland mills are 
unable to ship their products by any means and that 
they are therefore worse off than their competitors. 

The problem is a difficult one to solve. The railroads 
are doing all in their power to move the heavy traffic 
offered, but with the means now at their command they 
cannot accomplish the desired results. 


The inerease in the facilities for handling the com- ° 


merce of the west has not been in keeping with the in- 
crease in the production. The only logical solution in 
the case of the coast territory is another line from the 
north to San Francisco or the double tracking of the 
present route of the Southern Pacific from Portland to 
southern California. 
More or Less Personal—CCLXXXIX. 

I had a pleasant and entertaining visit with Mr. 

Booth, during which many matters of an interesting 


nature came up for discussion. He is a firm believer 
in the principle of making a business build up itself, 
in giving it only enough assistance to help it over the 
rougher places. This theory has had a practical dem- 
onstration in the history of the Booth-Kelly Lumber 
Company, which, from a comparatively small begin- 
ning, has grown and flourished like the proverbial 
green bay tree. 

I found Mr. Booth a man of versatile pursuits, a 
thorough going business man, a keen sportsman and an 
enthusiastic lover of nature and the beautiful. He is 
interested in a number of banking enterprises, is 
president of one, vice president of another and an 
active stockholder in two others. Probably much of 
his capacity as a business man is due to the training 
he received while acting as cashier of the bank at 
Grant’s Pass, of which he is now president. His knowl- 
edge of the world financial has been of great assist- 
ance to him and the company in conducting its affairs. 
which sure very extensive and require careful manage- 
ment. 

Mr. Booth is one of a family of twelve children, 
five boys and seven girls, all of whom are strong, 
healthy, vigorous people. His father was one of the 
circuit riders in the early days in Oregon, a type of 
the sturdy character of manhood which had so much 
to do with the early settlement and civilization of the 
then northwestern territories. 

It is a rather difficult matter to write about Mr. 
Booth. He considers himself of the earth earthy and 
innate modesty will not permit him to sanction any- 
thing approaching a reasonable summary of his highly 
interesting character. 

It has always been my policy to give whatever flow- 
ers I possess to the living, my regret being that more 
of beauty and fragrance cling not to them. Mr. Booth 
filled our short stop at Eugene full to overflowing with 
interesting sights and equally interesting observa- 
tions on matters of moment. : 

Duty to my readers compels me to state that despite 
all the lovable characteristics of this man he, too, has 
fallen during his pilgrimage and on reliable authority 
he is charged with being connected and associated with 
a class of men known as legislators and it might fur- 
ther be said that he is still affiliated with that body. 

Mr. Booth has two sons and a daughter. The eldest 
son has just graduated from the high school at Eugene, 
one of the finest educational institutions in the state. 
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STUMP DEVOURING GOATS. 


He was captain of the high school football team and in 
other ways demonstrated his skill and ability along 
physical lines, 


A Ride Through a Fruitful Country—CCXC. 


Mr. Booth invited the party to go on a tour of 
inspection to some of the company’s plants, in fact 
offered to take us forty or fifty miles up the middle 
fork of the Willamette river to see a log drive that 
was coming down, but which I found it necessary to 
refuse. We decided, however, to drive out to the 
Coburg plant, about ten miles, and behind a team of 
trotters that apparently were unacquainted with fa- 
tigue or its definition, we soon covered this short dis- 
tance. The road was built through a most beautiful 
country. On either side the overloaded orchard trees 
bent beneath a heavy weight of tempting fruit. Hop 
farms were numerous and looked as though they 
should yield a crop more than commensurate with the 
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THE BOOTH-KELLY 


COMPANY PLANT AT SPRINGFIELD, ORB. 


tri arrtiaa: 

labor expended. Through such invigoratin : 
tireless horges trotted steadily, though at times Tan 
would have stopped to admire the bounteoug hary we 
awaiting the husbandman or turn again to boyish ws 
suits, scale the fences and partake thereof until —. 
tite flagged and nature protested. Ppe- 
The praises of California as the fruit 
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try of the world are sung by many, depen 


yet even in that 








R. W. MARTIN AND A. C. DIXON, 
Bookkeeper and Superintendent of the Plant at Coburg, 


far famed country I was unable to find anything that 
would surpass the heavy yield of prunes, pears, apples 
and kindred fruits that grow in such luxuriant abund- 
ance in the beautiful valley of the Willamette. If 
there is a country where greater productiveness is t) 
be seen, it must be necessary to graft the buds ou 
the fruit trees upon the sturdy oak or the tough an¢ 
sinuous elm. 
A Good Forager—CCXCI. 

We stopped at Coburg and visited the plant, which 
is well equipped with storage booms to keep on hand 
a supply of logs. It is at this plant that the large 
dry kilns have been built. 

Mr. Booth excused himself for a few moments and 
a short time afterward we could hear the protests of 
the feathered occupants of the coop against a violent 
and untimely end. At this I said nothing and endeav- 
ored to look unconcerned. A short time thereafter 
A. C. Dixon, superintendent at this plant, and R. W. 
Martin, bookkeeper, invited the party into the rear 
office and there a feast royal was held on luscious 
cantaloupe, grapes and other fruits. 

Our later account at the dining table, in which the 
erstwhile inhabitants of the barnyard figured in a 
very creditable style, must have been of a nature to 
convince our host that each and every member of the 
party possessed at least one qualification for initia- 
tion into Hoo-Hoo land. 

On the ride from Coburg to Springfield, most of the 
way by a different route, we saw a repetition of the 
country through which we had passed in the forenoon. 

I am not going to write a description of the plant 
at Springfield. It is a fine plant and is doing excel: 
lent work but the official photographer has presented 
such a comprehensive view of its size, location and the 
country surrounding it that further attempts in this 
direction would be useless. 


The Old Home of John Kelly—CCXCII. 


While driving along the main fork of the Willa: 
mette, just outside of Springfield, after our visit to 
the mill at that place, Mr. Booth pointed out to mé 
the old home of John Kelly, the father of the Kelly 
brothers, who are actively associated with Mr. Booth. 
Mr. Kelly was one of the great men of the early days. 
He was one of President Lincoln’s warm supporters 
in governmental matters during the trying times of 
the early ’60s. Antedating that period he was both 
receiver and register of the land office at Roseburg, 
Ore. 

Many stories are told regarding the part he played 
in the history cf his state. Its population was made 
up of people from all parts of the country, among 
whom were many from the south who were in symp* 
thy with the struggle and principles espoused by thet 
friends and brethren in their old home states. — Mr. 
Kelly was spokesman for the other element. Bitter: 
ness of feeling naturally ensued and on one occasion 
the opposing faction held a meeting and adopted 4 
resolution in which they expressed their regard for 
John Kelly and further resolved that they would look 
him up and give a ‘‘neck-tie’’ party in his honor. 

In some manner Mr. Kelly heard of the meeting in 
progress and determined to anticipate matters slightly. 
Taking his trusty shot-gun he marched to the h 
where the meeting was being held and sauntering UP 
the aisle endeavored to ascertain the whyfor of the 
excitement. The neck-tie party was abandoned am 
later developments show that it was never held. 
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The Father of a Sturdy Line—CCXCIII. 


Mr. Kelly performed excellent service for his coun- 
try in helping to establish peace and a better order of 
overnment in the then very new country. It was im 
Se old house pointed out to me that John Kelly, jr., 
and George Kelly were born. This was the old home- 
tead property upon which much of the present town 
of Springfield has since been built. A considerable 
ortion of his farm was sold to the railroad which 
puilt in there under the guidance and protection of 
the late C. P. Huntington, who had contracted to build 
upon the land so acquired car shops and other improve- 
ments which would have made quite a city of Spring- 


Oe erally there followed a boom in real estate which 
redounded to the profit of the Kelly family, but did 
not prove very profitable to the people who had made 
investments at that place. The construction of the 
mill by the Booth-Kelly Lumber Company during the 
jast two years has in a manner reconciled the people 
living there to their investments. The brilliant future 
which was to result from the car shops and other man- 
ufacturing plants to be established at that place faded 
when it became evident that Mr. Huntington’s plans 
were not to be realized. - ; ; 

The place is today a thriving village which has 

own fast during the past year, perhaps one-third of 
the houses being constructed in that time. The Booth- 
Kelly company is constructing a large electric light 
and power plant, the surplus of which will be used to 
operate factories which are being projected for the 
town. There is a very alluring future before this town 
and some day those who bought real estate will realize 
upon their investment, although the car shops are ap- 
parently as far from materializing as ever. 

Heavy Building Operations in the West—CCXCIV. 


At every point visited and along the railroads over 
which we passed one feature was noticeable in all 
parts of the west and that was the many new dwell- 
ings and business houses being erected. At Eugene 
there were to be seen many handsome dwellings under 
eonstruction—and also many that had been finished 
recently. The town of Eugene has a population of 
5,000 to 6,000 and when it is considered that the 





Booth-Kelly Lumber Company alone disburses monthly 
in that district something like $85,000, the reason for 
the erection of the many new store buildings is ap- 
parent. 

It is not necessary that they all have homes, how- 
ever, as the Smede hotel can house comfortably quite a 
number of them and serve them excellently well. It is 
a modern establishment and the guest is made to feel 
that he is welcome and that his patronage is appre- 
ciated. I did not get to see the proprietor but if I 
had I would have told him how favorably I was im- 
pressed. 

A New Use for Goats—CCXCV. 


In the foregoing talk regarding Mr. Booth and the 
affairs of the Booth-Kelly Lumber Company I have 
neglected to mention one matter of great importance. 
As would readily be imagined, the land from which the 
timber is secured is often fertile and when put into 
cultivation makes excellent farms. The task of clear- 
ing up this land is a difficult one and for some time 
Mr. Booth was puzzled as to the manner in which the 
work should be conducted. Putting his master mind to 
the problem he evolved a scheme which for its daring 
ingenuity and practical economy has never before been 
approached, to my mind at least. 

Like the solution of all great questions this was not 
an intricate process. Instead of inventing a compli- 
cated piece of mechanism for pulling the stumps and 
removing the slashings, Mr. Booth purchased a large 
flock of goats which he turned onto the cut-over lands. 
The result is all that could be desired, for not only is 
the land cleared, but a handsome profit is realized from 
the sale of the fleece from the Angora tribe of the 
genus ‘‘Billy.’’ As further evidence of their effective- 
ness, the accompanying picture of the land-clearing 
goats is given. It shows the goats to be in a healthy 
condition and the land cleared of stumps, underbrush 
ete. The only defect in this plan for clearing cut-over 
lands is that the goats refuse to eat the rocks; other- 
wise no improvement could be desired. 

I was sorry to leave Eugene (the train left at 1:30 
g. m.) but necessity knows no law and we were forced 
to bid goodbye to our excellent host, Mr. R. A. Booth, 
and continue the pilgrimage. J. E. D. 





A DECISION ON LONG AND SHORT HAUL. 





Finding of the Interstate Commerce Commission on Complaint Against a Southern Road—The 
Result in Effect a Compromise—Nashville Rates Involved— 
Salient Points of the Decision. 





WasHInGToN, D. C., Dec. 5.—In a decision handed 
down yesterday by the Interstate Commerce Commission 
the contention of the complainant in the case of 8S. Mar- 
ten against the Louisville & Nashville Railroad Com- 
pany was substantially sustained. As is usual in cases 
of this description, the trouble arose over the much 
argued long and short haul question. It was alleged 
by the complainant that the rate of 22 cents a hundred 
pounds for the transportation of lumber from «‘ountain 
Head, Gallatin, St. Blaise and Pilot Knob, Tenn., to 
Detroit, Mich., was discriminating when compared with 
the rate of only 20 cents on the same material from 
Nashville, Tenn., to Detroit, Mich., it being admitted 
that the haul between the two latter points is much 
longer than from any of the above nameu points in 
Tennessee to Detroit. 

The decision does not entirely equalize the rates, but 
cuts the difference in two, deciding that 1 cent is suffi- 
cient to cover the difference in conditions now existing 
between the Tennessee points. It therefore allows a 
l-cent higher rate to Louisville, Ky., from the inter- 
mediate points on the haul from Nashville than from 
Nashville. ; 

The following are the salient points upon which the 
decision was based: 


The complainant alleges that the 22-cent rate is unreason- 
able and unduly discriminating; that whether the lumber 
originates at any one of the four shipping points first above 
named or at Nashville it is hauled by defendant under sub- 
stantially similar circumstances and conditions; and that by 
reason of the premises the defendant is violating sections 
I, III and IV of the act to regulate commerce. e defend- 
ant denies these allegations and avers that dissimilarity of 
circumstances and conditions justifies the greater charge 
for the shorter haul. 

The complainant is a resident of Detroit and his prin- 
oe office is located in that tty. He is engaged as a 
wholesale dealer in the purchase, shipment ard sale of lum- 
ber. Hie buys at Fountain Head, Gallatin, St. Blaise and 
Pilot Knob, ships to Detroit and sells there in competition 
with dealers who make similar shipments from other 
points, including Nashville. 

fendant is a common carrier of interstate traffic and 
Owns and operates an extensive railway system. One of its 
ines leads from Nashville almost due north and through 
€ points from which complainant makes shipment as 
aforesaid to Louisville, Ky., a point on the southern bank of 
the Ohio river. At the latter point defendant’s svstem ~~ 
nects with various lines of railway which run to Detroit 
end other northern, eastern and western markets Th « 
tances from the above named points to Louisville are re- 
Thectively as follows: Fountain Head, 147 miles; Gallatin, 
du St. Blaise, 163: Pilot Knob. 164: Nashville, 187. The 
mace from Louisville to Detroit is 376 miles. 
nm. ere are no joint through rates to Detroit. the through 
f e being made by adding to the charge of the defendant 
or transporting the lumber to Louisville the charges ° 
Senarting carriers from the latter point to Detroit. The 
— e es Louisville to Detroit is 12 cents a hundred pow 
ean less of the origin of shipments; but while the de- 
1 oe charges only 8 cents for the haul to Louisville 
bs be point of origin is Nashville it charges 10 cents 
in "¢ e lumber originates at elther Fountain Head, Galla- 
diffe. t. Blaise or Pilot Knob. It will thus be seen that the 
the “ee in the rates complained of is wholly caused by 

Dee on of the defendant. 
ville ag pee claims that the rate on lumber from Nach. 
in © Louisville by the Louisvillee & Nashville line is made 


Chattanooga, Tenn., by the Cincinnati Southern line. The 
rates to Cincinnati from. the latter two points are, from 
Burnside, 11 cents, and from Chattanooga, 12 cents. The 
distance from Cincinnati to Burnside is 168 miles and from 
Chattanooga 338 miles. The distance from Cincinnati to 
Detroit is 261 miles, and the rate on lumber between these 
two points is 10 cents. Through rates to Detroit therefore 
are, from Burnside, 21 cents, and from Chattanooga, 22 
cents. 

We think it fairly appears that the defendant compa’ 
is in a position to control and that it does control the 
rate on lumber from Nashville, so far at least as rail trans- 
portation to the Ohio river is concerned. This was admitted 
by the defendant’s counsel. But it is said that notice should 
be taken of the fact that during a portion of each year 
lumber may be shipped from Nashville by way of the Cum- 
berland river. 

If lumber were shipped up the Cumberland river from 
Nashville the only outlet by rail would be from Burnside. 
over the Cincinnati Southern and its connections. It Is 
not claimed, nor is it probable, that lumber would be shipped 
from Nashville to Detroit over this route. The rate from 
Burnside to Detroit is 21 cents. Therefore, if the 345-mile 
haul by river from Nashville to Burnside were performed 
without compensation the shipper would still be obliged to 
pay more for the transportation than if he shipped in the 
first instance by rail direct from Nashville. 

It is a matter of common knowledge that shippers will 
not ordinarily use water routes unless they offer rates that 
are materially less than those by rail. There are many 
reasons for this. Water routes, as In this case. are usuaily 
longer than rail routes between the same points; and wher~ 
time is a matter of importance this is a serious drawback. 
Moreover, lumber transported by water is exposed to the 
weather, while if shipped by rail it is usually carried in 
box cars. 

As the rates by water are not now sufficiently low to in- 
duce shippers of lumber to use the water route from Nash 
ville we think it is fair to assume that any lower rates 
would not be considered remunerative by the water carriers. 
In view of these facts we think it clear that competition 
by the Cumberland river does not compel a rail rate of 8 
cents from Nashville to Louisville. 

Lumber is inexpensive freight and much below the aver- 
age in cost of transportation, while only a few other com- 
modities furnish to carriers a larger tonnage. For these 
reasons, among others, it is universally accorded rates of 
transportation that are relatively low. 

The 10-cent rate from the intermediate points yields rates 
a ton a mile as follows: From Pilot Knob. 1.220 cents; 
from St. Blaise, 1,227; from Gallatin, 1.258 and from Foun- 
tain Head, 1.361. If the rate to Louisville from the inter- 
mediate points should be reduced to 9 cents rates a ton 
would be: From Pilot Knob. 1.098 cents; from St. Blaise, 
1,104: from Gallatin, 1.132 and from Fountain Head 1.224. 

Through rates on lumber shipped to Detroit from Chatta- 
nooga are made by adding to the rate charged by the Cin- 
cinnati Southern from Chattanooga to Cincinnati the rates 
exacted by connecting carriers for transporting it from the 
latter point to Detroit. On December 15, 1894, the former 
was reduced from 15 cents to 12 cents, and has ever since 
remained at the latter figure. At the time of this reduc- 
tion the rate from Cincinnati to Detroit was 9 cents and 
so continued until January 1, 1900. when it was raised to 
10 cents, which latter rate has since been In force. The 
reduction of December, 1894, from Chattanooga was fol- 
lawed by reductions in defendant's rates from Nashville to 
Cincinnati and Louisville: but while, as has been seen, the 
through rate from Nashville to Detroit by way of Louisville 
is only 20 cents there has never been a time since Decem- 
ber, 1894, when lumber could be shipped from Chattanooga 
to Detroit for less than 21 cents, and since January 1, 
1900, the rate has been 22 cents. ‘Therefore. if the reduc- 
tion of December. 1894. in the rate from Nashville to Lon's- 
ville had not been made Nashville lumber dealers would 


competition with rates to Cincinnati from Burnside and be at no disadvantage so far as transportation charges 








are concerned in competing with Chattanooga lumber deal- 
~ a | seers markets. 4 : se 

0 ashville and Chattanooga are important cities 
and large lumber markets, and in this they differ from the 


intermediate points. Defendant's general freight nt 
estimated shipments over defendant’s line from’ Nasheille 
at 3,500 carloads a year, which is three or four times as 
— as the combined shipments from the intermediate 


al R upon the foregoing, we make specific findings as fol- 


The circumstances and conditions surrounding t 
tation at Nashville are substantially dissimilar Sisson thane 
at the intermediate points of Fountain Head, Gallatin, St. 
Blaise and Pilot Knob, to such extent as to justify the dis- 
crimination in rates between. Nashville and the intermediate 
oints, brought about by the reduction from 10 to 9 cents 
n the rate from Nashville, made by defendant in May, 1885. 

The reduction from 9 to 8 cents in the rate from’ Nash- 
ville, on December 18, 1894, was not made necessary by 
competition between carriers at Nashville and has not been 
otherwise justified; and the result of such reduction there- 
pan Fine —. bed = rare A a rate from the intermediate 

o r w 
pow geo po ae ta Mb t from Nashville, unreasonable 

The conclusions arrived at by the court were, in brief, 
as follows: That water competition, under present con- 
ditions, is not a potent factor in the transportation of 
lumber north from Nashville; consequently the discrep- 
ancy in rates from Nashville north and intermediate 
points cannot be justified on the ground of water compe- 
tition at that point. Competition between the defendant 
and competing lines is confined very largely to territory 
between Nashville on the one hand and Chattanooga, 
Burnside and Emory Gap on the other, and the char- 
acter of this territory is such that lumber will naturally 
move to Nashville in the first instance. In fact, Nash- 
ville secures 95 percent. The intermediate points men- 
tioned compete in the Detroit market with lumber from 
Nashville and the difference in rates lessens the margin 
on sales from those points. The rate from Nashville 
is not found to be ‘unremunerative, but the circumstances 
and conditions existing at Nashville and at the inter- 
mediate points are essentially dissimilar. 

In view of the above facts the court finds the rates 
from the intermediate points complained of to be rela- 
tively unreasonable, in violation of section I, and unduly 
discriminatory, in violation of section III; but in view 
. the a in conditions believes the road entitled 
o a rate from the intermediate points 1 cent higher 
than from Nashville. ’ . 


OUR LUMBERMAN POET. 


—— 


AFTERTHOUGHTS. 


He came to town, a retinue 
After him. 

He brought a lot of projects new 
After him. 

He said he was a lumberman 

Who lumbered on a better plan; 

And all the people fairly ran 
After him. 





He brought a new prosperity 
After him. 

They set long-hoarded dollars free 
After him. 

The people hurried to invest 

Because he said his plan was best. 

The people walked at his behest 
After him. 


He bought some timber, bought a mill 
After that. 

He borrowed coin from every till 
After that. 

He paid it out in wages high, 

To right and left let money flYN— 

And still had money to lay by 


After that. 

He bought the finest house in town 
After that. 

And still had money salted down 
After that. 


He bought a railroad, bought a bank 

And booze enough to fill a tank. 

A hundred thousand more he sank 
After that. 


The people did the low Alphonse 
After him. 

And seemed delighted just to dance 
After him. 

He was a god of demi-gods, 

Their only law his kingly nods. 

They threw good money still in wads 
After him. 


In time there followed funny tales 
After him. 

And rumors vague of bankrupt sales 
After him. 

They still are following that man 

Who lumbered on a better plan; 

The sheriff, though, is in the van 
After him. 


Oh, read with care what follows here 
After this. 

Ayoid experience so dear 
After this, 

Trust strangers not implicitly ; 

Receptive yet suspicious be 

And make them show their pedigree 
After this. 
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CENTRAL YELLOW PINE ASSOCIATION RECORDS ITS PROTEST 


Before the Interstate Commerce Commission at New Orleans Against the 2-Cent Advance in Freight Rates— 
Strong Presentation of the Lumbermen’s Position Generates Hopeful Sentiment—Thorough 
Analyses of the Freight Rate Status by Representative Southern Lumber- 
men—Salient Features of the Testimony in Full. 


Chicago to New Orleans in December. 


A trip from Chicago to New Orleans at this season 
is of peculiar interest to the observant traveler. The 
ice encased streets of Chicago where the biting wind 
from the great lake winds and twists and whirls 
through the canyon-like streets between the high build- 
ings are left behind. There is no hint of frost in the 
warm, brilliantly lighted cars. Out over the intermin- 
able crossings of the great western metropoli3 into the 
level prairie lands of central Illinois, across the great 
Ohio river near its junction with the Father of Waters, 
across the Blue Grass state and one does not awake 
until the ‘‘last call’? for breakfast in ‘‘Sunny Ten- 
nessee.’’ 

There is still a trace of frost. Looking out of the 
car window one beholds grass, shrub and tree decked 
with myriads of diamonds glistening and shining in 
the early morning light, but the snow has disap- 
peared, the ice is a mere shell over the smaller pools 
and there is the taste of early springtime in the at- 
mosphere. Breakfast is leisurely dispatched and the 
traveler sets himself to watch the slow change from 
winter to spring as the train wings its way into the 
southland. 

There is every comfort provided on the 6:20 p. m. 
vestibuled train of the Lllinois Central, elegant din- 
ing cars, sumptuous smoking and reading car, standard 
Pullmans where the weary can rest, and observant 
attendants to cater to their necessities. 

The only thing that marred my happiness was the 
thought that all this splendor, comfort and convenience 
was to be charged up to the lumbermen of the south by 
the application of a 2-cent advance in the rates on 
yellow pine lumber. The fact that I was going to at- 
tend a meeting wherein it would be necessary to roast 
the Illinois Central and other lines for their unjust 
discrimination against one of their best paying custom- 
ers in the matter of freight rates was borne in upon me 
and I contrasted the wise provision for the comfort 
of the traveler with their cold neglect of a vastly more 
important branch of their business. 

My purpose in making this trip was to attend the 
meeting of the lumbermen who convened in New Or- 
leans on Tuesday, December 8, te appear before the 
Interstate Commerce Commission in the matter of the 
Central Yellow Pine Association vs. the railroads 
passing through Mississippi. The question at stake 
in this controversy is too far reaching to be taken up 
at this point. Of the developments at the hearing I 
will speak at greater length in proper order. Briefly 
stated, the lumbermen questioned the right of the 
railroads to select yellow pine as the burden-bearer 
in the matter of a 2-cent advance over previous rates 
in effect. 

Lumbermen as Fellow Passengers. 

In these busy days with their accompanying trade 
expansion it is practically impossible to board any 
train and not meet with those who have to do with the 
lumber business. As I was passing through the gate 
at the station A. B. Wetmore, of the Paepcke-Leicht 
Lumber Company, of Chicago, hailed me and later 
introduced me to a bright faced representative of his 
company whose name slipped me. On the train I met 
George T. Houston, of George T. Houston & Co., Chi- 
cago, so that all things considered the lumber in- 
dustry was fairly represented. 

In a conversation I had with Mr. Houston he stated 
that his mills had been operating only ten hours a 
day, but his purpose m the south was to arrange for 
the necessary crews so that double shifts could he 
worked from this time on. His mills are now cutting 
about 20,000,000 feet a year and the company has 
about 2,000,000,000 feet of standing hardwood timber, 
enough to last its mills 100 years at the rate it is cut- 
ting at present. This timber is divided about as 
follows: 800,000,000 feet of oak, 600,000,000. cypress, 
200,900,000 ash and about 500,000,000 miscellaneous 








hardwoods. In view of the increase in the output of 
this concern as above indicated Mr. Houston evidently 
has no fear regarding the future demand; in fact, this 
was his openly expressed view of the matter. 

J. B. Butterfield, of Norfield, Miss., turned up a 
little later. Mr. Butterfield had been on a visit to 
Chicago and the east looking over the situation and 
incidentally paying a visit to his son-ia-law, lrank 
Arend, formerly with the Blanchard Lumber Com- 
pany, Boston, who recently embarked in business for 
himself. He indicated that there was a good New 
England demand for the season and that his company 
had no complaint to make regarding the yellow pine 
business for the year. The car service was much im- 
proved, and while some business had been lost on this 
account there was nothing in the outlook that would 
tend to unsettle conditions and he looked for a general 
revival after the first of the year. 

Hon. Marcellus Green got on the train at Jackson. 
He is general counsel for the Central Yellow Pine 
Association and was thus early going to New Orleans 
to line up his forces and witnesses preparatory to 
attacking the common enemy—the railroads—which, 
as above indicated, have ruthlessly sought to appropri- 
ate the profits that should accrue to the yellow pine 
manufacturers, the means employed being the 2-cent 
advance. 

Shop Talk En Route. 

In the course of a conversation with A. B. Wetmore 
he stated that his company was not cutting prices 
in order to get rid of its stock. Its stocks of cot- 
tonwood are now double what they were four months 
ago, but that does not hold true with respect to all 
manufacturers of this material, as some of them had 
gone into the market and sold stuff below the list. 
However, he stated his company was willing to hold 
its stock at list prices and was not in the least 
apprehensive as to the final result and that, while 
some business may be lost at this time, when the lum- 
ber belonging to the small fellow shall be off the 
market there will be a demand for every foot that 
can be secured at good prices. 

The demand from the railroads has slackened up, 
but this he regarded as a temporary expedient in order 
that the showing at the end of the year might be as 
favorable as possible. Mr. Wetmore did not think 
the fact of this being a presidential year would have 
any effect on general conditions. He said that some 
of the interior mills east of the river were accepting 
European orders at prices below the tist, hut that 
the business was of a very attractive character, prac- 
tically cash when the material is loaded at the mill. 

At New Orleans. 

The great improvements in the Sturtevant docks 
at New Orleans and the double tracking of the Illi- 
nois Central road from Chicago to this city are devel- 
opments which are going to have a great deal to do 
with the city’s growth. New Orleans is evidently in a 
prosperous condition, I base that statement upon 
the visible evidences on all sides—new office and bank 
buildings, old structures being repaired, the efforts 
being made by the city to improve its sewerage 
system and a general shaking up all around. 

I made a few brief calls the day before the hear- 
ing. At the office of R. H. Downman, the extensive 
producer of cypress, I had an interesting tall: with 
him. He indicated that his mills had had a very 
prosperous year. There is a little holiday quiet in 
the air now but there is every prospect for a steady 
trade throughout 1904. Stocks are moderate in 
everything except that there has been a small ac- 
cumulation in railroad ties, which is natural for the 
season of the year when the railroads prefer not to 
incur any new obligations prior to the annual house 
cleaning. The stocks held by the roads, however, 
are light and when construction shall begin in 1904 
or even for the repairs necessary at that time there 


will ensue a good demand. Mr. Downman gaid that 
while orders were quiet at this time there were in- 
quiries for large lots to be filled after the first of the 
year, those coming to his notice amounting to probably 
25,000,000 to 30,000,000 feet. 

An important matter which escaped the attention of 
our local correspondent here was the recent coming 
of a little girl to the home of Mr. Downman. Shortly 
after its arrival his friends were selecting a soft spot 
on the street so that, as promised, he could stand on 
his head for their edification. The young lady’s name 
is Miss Virginia Downman. 

T. H. McCarthy, general manager for the Ruddock. 
Orleans Cypress Lumber Company, reported a good 
volume of business, mills operating steadily and no 
tendency shown to. accumulate supplies, the stocks on 
hand being about equal to the current requirements, 

T. J. Sutherland, of the Sutherland-Innes Company 
proudly exhibited a mammoth picture of his oa 
pany’s plant at Hanson, probably the largest cotton- 
wood mill in the lower Mississippi valley. He inti- 
mated that his company will cut 20,000,000 feet of 
cypress next year at this plant, as it recently came 
into possession of a large block of timber which it 
purposes to utilize as soon as possible. Ocean rates, 
he said, have been revised recently and are now 
quoted at more reasonable figures, and that there was 
a steady improvement in the demand for yellow pine 
and hardwoods from the gulf coast. The South Afri- 
can trade is better and during the last sixty days 
three cargoes left the gulf for that country. 

The offices of J. D. Lacey & Co. have been thor 
oughly renovated. This concern has perhaps the 
finest collection of large timber views ever gathered 
into one office at any point in the United States, 
embracing cypress, yellow pine, Pacific coast and Brit- 
ish Columbia views, all of which were taken by 
members of the firm. This concern has a very high 
standing among the timber land operators of the 
United States. It has offices in New Orleans, Chicago, 
and Seattle on the Pacific coast. It is composed of 
J. D. Lacey,* principal, and Wood Beal and Victor 
Thrane, junior partners. Mr. Lacey went to Chicago 
early this week and from there will go up into Michi- 
gan in order to have a conference with some Michigan 
operators regarding matters of purely personal import. 

S. McDowell, sales manager of the Southern Cypress 
Lumber Selling Company, was found as busy as ever 
in conducting the affairs of the various agents of his 
concern throughout the north, east and west. He re- 
ports that in each instance the company’s agents have 
had a fairly good year, yet there is less cypress going 
east than usual, but the volume of trade in the west 
has increased so that the company’s output is prac- 
tically sold, with inquiries and promises that indicate 
a considerable volume of trade immediately after the 
first of the year. No surplus has been accumulated 
beyond the ordinary varieties sought to be kept in 
stock to meet the wants of customers for well seasoned 
lumber, except that there has been a little accumula- 
tion in certain kinds of railroad material which 
doubtless will be wanted early in the new year. 

J. C. Turner, the well known cypress lumberman with 
headquarters in New York city, has had a pleasant 
time visiting old friends and incidentally looking after 
his business with customary diplomacy and skill. Mr. 
Turner is one of the marked successes among ‘the youig 
men who have had an identity with the cypress busi- 
ness during the last ten or twelve years and everyone 
who knows him believes he is fully deserving of the 
distinction he has achieved in conducting his large 
and profitable business. 

H. A. Camp, formerly of the Camp & Hinton Lumber 
Company, Lumberton, Miss., now engrossed in busi- 
ness on lines of his own but the same good natured, 
story telling Camp, came down accompanied by Mrs. 
Camp, to visit New Orleans and to listen to the 
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learned arguments and detailed testimony in the 


g.cent advance case. His old time friends were glad 
to meet him. 

J. Ul. Hinton, president of the Camp-Hinton Lumber 
Company, Lumberton, Miss., who is vice president of 
the Central Yellow Pine Association, did some hard 
thinking and lively work in the final campaign of the 
association against the 2-cent advance. He will have 
4 clear conscience regarding the efforts he has made in 
that direction. 

At the St. Charles I met George S. Gardiner, of the 
Wastman-Gardiner Lumber Company, Laurel, Miss.; 
J. J. White, of MeComb City, Miss.; J. H. Hinton, of 
the Camp & Hinton Lumber Company, Lumbertown, 
Miss.; William Kent, of Kentwood, La.; 1. C. Enoehs, 
ef Jackson, with mills at lernwood, Miss., and: many 
others who came down to attend the hearing before 
the Interstate Commeree Commission. President 
George 8. Gardiner, Vice President J. H. Hinton and 
Seeretary and Treasurer I. C. Enochs held a confer 
enee with the attorneys of the association on Monday 
afternoon in regard to the battle of the morrow. 


J. E. D. 


THE CENTRAL YELLOW PINE ASSOCIATION VS. 
THE ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILWAY COM- 
PANY ET AL. 


New Orueans, La., Dee. 8.—The complaint of the 
Central Yellow 


Central Railway Company et al. 


Pine Association against the [linois 
came up for hearing 
before the Interstate Commerce Commission in this city 
lumber manufacturers 


today. ‘The protests of the 


against the enforcement of the 2-cent advance is in 
many respects similar to that of the Georgia lumber- 
men, recently heard at Atlanta, Ga., and primarily is 
based on the alleged discrimination shown in selecting 
yellow pine lumber as the burden bearer to offset the 
increased cost of transportation on the part of the 
railroads, 

When the advance was insugurated the Central Yel- 
low Pine Association, through its attorneys, sought re 
lief in the federal courts, asking for an injunction re 
straining the roads from putting into effect the ad- 
vanced rates. A hearing was had before Judge Niles 


ut Jackson, Miss., who dismissed the plea on the 
grounds of not having jurisdiction in such matters. 
The association through its attorneys then filed a com- 


plaint with the Interstate Commerce Commission at 


Washington, D. C., on July 25. The case was set for 
hearing at Atlanta, Ga., at the time the complaint of 
the Georgia Saw Mill Association was given a hearing, 
but owing to prolongation of that trial it was post- 
poned until this date. 

The Central Yellow Pine Association was represented 
by Marcellus Green, of Jackson, Miss., and Gen. T. M. 
Miller, of New Orleans. Appearing actively for the 
railroads were Col. Ed. Baxter, on behalf of the IIli- 
hois Central and Louisville & Nashville; Gen. T. C. 
Catchings for the Southern railway; E. L. Russell, for 
the Mobile & Ohio, and FE. J. Bowers for the Gulf & 
Ship Island, in addition to which nearly every road had 
it special attorney to look after its interests. 

Only three members of the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission were present at the hearing, viz., J. D. Yeo- 
mans, Joseph W. Fifer and Charles A. Prouty. Com 
wissioner Yeomans presided, 


The Complaint. 


After calling for order and securing the names of the 
attorneys appearing for the various parties to the con- 
troversy, General Miller, of counsel for the complain- 
ants, referred briefly to the complaint as filed with the 
commission, outlining the allegation made therein as 
filed. This petition is reproduced in full as it shows 
the grounds on which the complainants ask for relief. 


amet is stated that the several members of the asso 
shipping pit es, nn in the business of manufacturing and 
teams Fe woe pine lumber in and from Mississippi, Ala- 
sivor - is at part of Louisiana east of the Mississippi 
commerce. byron business is almost exclusively interstate 
in other stateg ey iad the chief markets for their products 
plants nae 1 es than those in which their lumber mills and 
Cairo, Tl ocated and mainly in the several states north of 
markets “ and are dependent for transportation to the 
panies agai the country upon the several railroad com 
The Against which complaint is made. 

ae wha defendant railroad companies either run through 
located the Lit gid pine region of the states wherein are 
inembers yo sa d mills and lumber plants of complainants’ 
joint poe connect with those which do so run, and, under 
lines. a Sr ey with each other and other connecting 
transportation of poe unet own tracks, are engaged in the 
of the Tenn, of persons and property from Louisiana east 
continuou an ee river and Mississippi and Alabama by 
Ohio pear a Any earriage to points on and north of the 
river and Fras to points on the east side of the Mississippi 
generally tong 9 raat is called Central Traflic territory and 
States. and Fh cee in the western, northern and eastern 
provisions lerefore the defendants are all subject to the 

18 of the act to regulate commerce, approyed Febru- 


~~ $. 1887, and all acts supplemental to and amendatory 
hereof, 

From time to time, within the past few years the said 
defendants have raised their tariff for the carriage of yellow 
pine lumber from stations where the mills of the members 
of the complainant association are located to points in the 
territory of said railroads, so that their respective through 
or joint tariffs, effective prior to April 15, 1903, contained 
really higher charges for the transportation of yellow pine 
lumber of complainants and others similarly situated than 
the reasonable and just value of such service would allow. 
and complainant refers to the joint tariffs of said defend- 
ants on file with the commission. 

That said defendant railroad companies, falsely assuming 
that the yellow pine industry was enjoying an era of un- 
exampled prosperity and that its manufactured products 
were continually increasing in value, and claiming the 
right to share in their assumed prosperity, conceived the 
plan and purpose of laying an advance of 2 cents and more 
per 100 pounds in the freight rate from all points in the yel- 
low pine region to all points in the territory described, and 
to that end they began to collude and conspire with the 
several railroad companies carrying yellow pine lumber into 
the same markets from the ‘entire yellow pine regions east 
and west of the Mississippi river, and taking in the states 
of Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama 
Georgia, Florida and the Carolinas, and in pursuance of said 
plan and_ purpose the said defendant railroads, either 
through their traffic managers or through the Southeast 
Mississ'ppi Valley Association, to which they or most of 
them belong (being an association formed, as complainant 
is informed, believes and charges, for the purpose of stifling 
competition with each other and other railroads competing 
in the same markets), held secret meetings with the traffic 
managers of the other railroad companies engaged in the 
transportation of yellow pine lumber in the same market. 

Said meetings were held at Jacksonville. Fla., New Or- 
leans, La., and finally, on January 30, 1903, at St. Louis. 
Mo., and at said last meeting the traffie managers or other 
authorized representatives of the defendant companies 
agreed with the representatives of all of the other carriers 
of yellow pine lumber to increase the freight rate on vellow 
pine lumber from all stations where manufactured and 
shipped to all points in the territory described, and in ac 
cordance with said agreement all of said carriers of yellow 
pine lumber proceeded to adopt forthwith and file with 
the commission and promulgate joint freight tariffs effective 
March 1, 1903, whereby they advanced the previously exist 
ing rate by 2 cents, 3 cents, 4 cents and 5 cents per 100 
pounds, the said agreement and tariff rélating and applying 
only to yellow pine lumber; that on account of strong pro 
tests from all shippers of yellow pine lumbe?r, based at first 
mainly on the brevity of notices given and the fact that aj) 
had contracts for the delivery of lumber based on the exist- 
ing rate, which could not be fulfilled within the time, said 
defendant companies and adl other railroads carrying yellow 
pine lumber, in short, all the parties to said unlawful agree- 
ment, postponed the operation and effectiveness of said tariff 
to April 15, 1903, and filed their tariff schedules with the 
commission. The defendant Louisville & Nashville Rail- 
road Company, after promulgating said rate. withdrew it, 
and afterwards made it effective June 22, 1903. 

That from and since April 15, 1908, said defendant rail- 
roads, save the Louisville & Nashville, and as to it since 
June 22, 1908, have exacted and are still exacting from the 
members of complainant association and all others similarly 
cireumstanced the said advance of 2 cents, 3 cents, 4 cents 
and 5 cents per 100 pounds. Complainant states that while 
the said respective joint tariffs filed with the commission 
by said defendants do not indicate the proportion received 
by the several lines of railway participating in the carriage 
of said lumber from and to the points and stations therein 
named, said advance is absorbed entirely by the defendants 
respectively as an addition to their proportion of the division 
of said rate, and that their rai!way connections north 
of the Ohio river, or some of them, advised against the said 
increase upon the ground that the tariff Lefore that time 
in force afforded adequate remuneration to all participating 
carriers, 

That the lumber carrying railroads west of the Mississippi 
river which participated in said unlawful combination and 
which adopted and promulgated tariffs accordingly. or 
some of them, have since receded therefrom and restored 
the rate effective prior to April 15, 1903, and that the lum- 
ber mills on said railroads are competitors with the mem- 
bers of complainant association in the sale of yellow pine 
lumber in the territory aforesaid, and thereby said mills 
west of the Mississippi river have, through said rate, an 
undue advantage. 

That said increase shown by the several revised tariffs of 
these defendant companies, effective April 15. 1908, on yel 
low pine lumber, is unjust, unreasonable, arbitrary, unlaw- 
ful, discriminating and in direct contravention of the pro- 
visions of said act to regulate commerce and is destructive 
of and highly injurious to the business of complainants and 
largely impairs the value of their properties. 

That the annual average output of yellow nine lumber of 
the mills belonging to and operated by members of com- 
plainant association approximates 1,.500,000,000 feet per an- 
num, of the value at the mills of about $18,000,000, not 
less than three-fourths of which is shipped into the terri 
tory above mentioned in competition with similar lumber 
from other pine producing states. and is directly and in 
juriously affected by sald unlawful, excessive and unjust 
rate; that said lowest increase, even of 2 cents a 100 
pounds, equals from 40 to 90 cents a 1,000 feet. depend 
ing on weight or quality of the lumber, and will amount 
annually to $1,000,000 in additional freights on their lum- 
ber shipped to the territory affected. 

Complainant prays that all the railroad companies named 
be cited to answer this petition and show cause, if any thev 
can. why they have made the unjust, unreasonable and un- 
lawful freight rates on yellow pine lumber now effective. 


The Opening Testimony for the Complainants. 
George S. Gardiner, of Eastman, Gardiner & Co., Lau 
rel, Miss., was the first witness called by the complain- 
ants. The examination of this witness occupied all of 
the morning session and the greater part of the after- 
noon and his testimony covered much of the ground 

upon which the lumbermen are making their fight. 
Ife stated briefly that his 
formed in April, 1903, had for its object the protection 


association, which was 
of the interests of the yellow pine manufacturers of its 
territory in the maintenance of rates, which involved 
an endeavor to have the tap line divisions in effect on 
roads west of the Mississippi river discontinued and 
resistance by legitimate means to the enforcement of 
the 2-cent advance on yellow pine lumber to points to 
or beyond the Ohio river gateways. Witness stated 
that this advance was simultaneous both east and west 
of the river and that from conversations which he had 
had with various freight officials he knew the advance 
to be the result of an agreement between the lines in- 
terested. In the course of his conference with the vari- 


ous officials he explained the difference that already 





existed by reason of the tap line divisions with the 
roads west of the Mississippi and the lumbermen located 
thereon and urged that the matter be adjusted so that 
the mills would be placed on a footing of equality. He 
told the different traffic managers that the business was 
not as profitable as generally believed and that it would 
uot bear the additional rate. He stated that the traffic 
managers had told him that all the lumbermen would have 
to do would be to ask the additional price made neces- 
sary by reason of the advance in rates and that matters 
would speedily adjust themselves so that the effects of. 
the advanee would speedily be nullified. In regard to 
this phase of the matter he told the traffic men that the 
price of the yellow pine product was as high as it 
could go and suecessfully -meet competition from other 
woods. 

Regarding the conference the lumbermen held with 
the railroads officials at Washington at the suggestion 
of members of the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
he said that the reason for the advance offered by the 
railroad men was that operating expenses had increased 
to such an extent that it was necessary to increase the 
gross receipts in proportion, and that an investigation 
had been made and it was believed that yellow pine 
could bear a share of this burden without difficulty. 

Under questions by his attorney the extent of the 
lumber business in the territory affected by the advance 
charge was gone into at length and Mr. Gardiner esti- 
mated that there was produced about- 118,000 cars, which 
were shipped into the interior and which naturally 
would take the advanced rate of 2 cents a hundred. He 
said that the output of the territory at interest was 
about 1,500,000,000 feet of an average value of per- 
haps $11 a thousand at the mill, making the aggregate 
value in the neighborhood of $16,000,000. The addi- 
tional charge of 2 cents would amount to about $10 a 
car and at the lowest calculation the increase would 
amount to $1,000,000 in the course of a year. 

Considerable reiteration resulted from a question 
brought out in the direct examination. In the course 
of this the location of the markets to which the Mis- 
sissippi lumbermen could ship on competitive terms 
was defined and various other limitations were explained 
in detail. 

Referring to the hearing at Atlanta, the attorney for 
the complainants brought out the fact that the price of 
lumber in Chicago this year had not been above that for 
former years, except in one instance—in fact that on 
many items it had been lower—tending to show that 
lumbermeu were forced to absorb the advance in freight 
rates. 

Various phases of lumbering regarding the deteriora- 
tion of the mill plants, the cost of producing lumber, 
logging and similar matters were explained by the wit- 
ness. 


A Presentation of a Decade Ago. 


During the morning session Mr. Gardiner read an ar- 
gument which he had made before the Southern Traffic 
Association at Asheville, N. C., in the autumn of 1893, 
which was filed with the records of the hearing. The 
statements made therin were reiterated on the stand by 
addressed ‘‘To the 
Traffic Managers of Railroads East of the Mississippi 
River Interested in the Distribution of Longleaf Yel- 
9? 


Mr. Gardiner. The argument, 


low Pine,’’ read as follows: 

At a meeting of the representatives of the southern lum 
ber manufacturers of Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi held 
at Birmingham, July 8, called together to consider the pro 
posed advance in freight rates, a general statement of facts 
was prepared and a committee of four selected to present 
this report to the traffic managers of the interested roads. 
to request that the proposed advance in rates be postponed 
until the committee could gather such information and pre- 
pare an argument to sustain the statement of facts formu- 
lated at their Birmingham meeting. 

As a result of the committee’s efforts in this direction 
they are here today, and lay before you the result of their 
labors in this matter. 

The members of the committee have taken great pains 
to gather reliable information, and to satisfy themselves 
that their information as to the relative condition of affairs 
in Arkansas and the territory east of Mississippi is correct. 
They visited the principal producing points in Arkansas 
which are competitors of ours for the Indiana, Illinois and 
Ohio trade; their conclusion is that the position taken by 
the gentlemen who formulated these rates is without foun- 
dation, and they therefore submit the following proposi- 
tions: 

1—-That notwithstanding the position taken by the traffie 
managers of the interested roads the recent so-called _ re- 
adjustment of rates is a radical advance in the tariff to 
nearly all points north of the Ohio river, and especially to 
all points where large shipments have heretofore been made. 

2—-That the authors did not take into consideration the 
relative distances from points of production, but had in view 
continually a difference in the rates of from 2 to 3 cents 
a hundredweight, or 75 cents to $1 a thousand as due 
to the Arkansas manufacturers to offset an assumed supe- 
riority of longleaf pine for all purposes, to enable them to 
compete with the mills of Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia. 

3—That excepting for special purposes for which there is 
a limited demand, no more can be obtained for longleaf than 
for shortleaf pine, while the entire product brings a lower 
average price; and there is not at present nor has there 
been for the past year a demand for these special require- 
ments exceeding 10 pereent of the total products of the 
mills engaged in the manufacture of longleaf pine, while 
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90 percent must be sold in direct competition with the 
products of the Arkansas mills. 

4—That the conditions of trade and 
changed and have reduced every year 
lumber required for speciar purposes. 

5—That for many purposes the shortleaf pine is consid- 
ered superior and is preferred to longleaf pine and com- 
mands a higher price. 

6—That the cost of production, including logging and 
manufacturing, is no greater in the shortleaf than in the 
longleaf district. 

7—That in preparing the present and all previous freight 

tariffs the authors have evidently never comprehended the 
relative weight of longleaf as compared with shortleaf 
vine. 
. Referring to the first proposition, the committee here- 
with present a list of al] the stations to which the interested 
reads quote rates in their new tariff sheet in the states 
of Indjana, Illinois and Ohio. 

To clearly establish our position that a radical advance 
has been made we have taken the Queen & Crescent tariff 
sheet No. 8 in force prior to July 16, and their sheet No. 
9 which is at present in force, and from them have entered 
on our schedule both lists of rates. <A comparison of the 
two lists shows the following changes: 

In the state of Indiana there are 

22 towns to which the rates have been advanced, 

5 towns to which the rates have been reduced. 
19 towns to which the rates remain unchanged. 
In the state of Ohio there are 
148 towns to which the rates have been advanced. 
4 towns to which the rates have been reduced. 

95 towns to which the rates remain unchanged, 

In the state of Illinois there are 

46 towns to which the rates have been advanced. 

16 towns to which the rates have been reduced, 

358 towns to which the rates remain unchanged. 

While this list of figures proves conclusively that our 
position is correct, It does not by any means indicate the 
extent of the advance in rates. It is only by analyzing the 
figures carefully that we are able to see the injustice the 
authors of the so-called readjustment have done the manu- 
facturers of longleaf pine. 

The analysis of the figures as suggested discloses the 
fact that there is not a town of any importance named on 
the tariff in any of the three states to which rates have 
been reduced, while to nearly all the cities that are ex 
tensive consumers of yellow pine the rates were advanced 
from 1 to 4 cents per 100, and apparently to those places 
to which shipments ‘have heretofore been most extensive 
the advance in rates applies to the greatest extent. On 
the other hand, there is not a town of any importance as 
regards the consumption of yellow pine to which rates 
have been reduced. 

Regarding the second proposition, we submit the follow- 
ing list of distances and rates as evidence that our state- 
ment is true, viz., that distances were not considered in 
formulating the tariff, and that in territory naturally 
tributary to the producing section east of the Mississippi 
river rates were advanced from the longleaf section until 
the same difference in rates in favor of Arkansas prevails 
as in sections naturally tributary to Arkansas. 


production have 
the proportion of 


Texarkana to St. Louis via Cotton Belt............... 635 
Brookhaven to St. Louls via I. C...... cece ccc vcens 573 
Hattiesburg to St. Louis via Q. & C.—M. & O........ Hon 
Waynesboro to St. Louis via M. & O........-. eee eeeee 561 
Brewton: to St. Louis vie Ts. & No... ccecccvccevvncees 728 
Texarkana to Cairo via Cotton Belt...........+20e00- 418 
SSL Eh Pee eer te ee 421 
Hattiesburg to Cairo via Q. & C. and M. & O.......... 441 
Waynesboro to Cairo via M. & O...... eee eee ees 409 
Texarkana to Indianapolis via Cairo................. 676 
Hattiesburg to Indianapolis via Cairo...........-..565 698 
Hattiesburg to Indianapolis via Louisville............ 809 
Brookhaven to Indianapolis via Cairo................. 678 
Waynesboro to Indianapolis via Cairo...............4. 666 
Brewton to Indianapolis via Louisville................. 736 
Texarkana to Springfield, Ohio, via Cairo............. 914 
Brookhaven to Springfield, Ohio, via Cairo............ 917 
Hattiesburg to Springfield, Ohio, via Cairo............ O37 
Waynesboro to Springfield, Ohio, via Calro............ 905 
Brewton to Springfield, Ohio, via Cincinnati.......... 846 
Hattiesburg to Springfield, Ohio, via Cincinnati....... 854 
Waynesboro to Springfield, Ohio, via Cincinnati....... 822 
Texarkana to Cleveland via Cairo............seeee- 1,129 
Brookhaven to Cleveland via Cairo..............e06- 1,132 
Hattiesburg to Cleveland via Cairo. ................. 1,152 
Waynesboro to Cleveland via Cairo..............200- 1,120 
Brewton to Cleveland via Cincinnati................ 1,007 
Hattiesburg to Cleveland via Cincinnati............. 1,015 
Waynesboro to Cleveland via Cincinnati............. 983 
‘Texarkana to Dayton, Ohio, via Cairo............0..6- 739 
Brookhaven to Dayton, Ohio, via Cincinnati........... 71 
Hattiesburg to Dayton, Ohio, via Cincinnati........... 774 
Waynesboro to Dayton, Ohio, via Cincinnati........... 742 
Brewton to Dayton, Ohio, via Cincinnati.............. 766 
TORArEROR FO COIGMDUS Vid CRILG... 5 crccvvcccevesen 959 
Brockhaven to Columbus via Cairo..............eeee08- 956 
Hattiesburg to Columbus via Cincinnati.............. 834 
Brewton to Columbus via Cincinnati................. 826 
Waynesboro to Columbus via Cincinnatil............... 802 

To all points north of Cairo on shipments going via 


Cairo the distance is practically the same from Arkansas 
as from points in Mississippi. On all such shipments, how- 
ever, the basing rate from Arkansas to Cairo is 13 cents, 
while from Mississippi the basing rate on shipments is 15 
cents, to some of the same points, and to many othgs 16 
cents, or 2 and 8 cents more than from Arkansas. 

An examination of the list showing distances and rates 
to Ohio points shows that Arkansas has 2 to 21% cents lower 
rates than the new tariff quotes from our territory, while 
the distance is from 50 to 150 miles less from our stations 
than from Texarkana. 

These figures clearly establish the fact that distance was 
not considered, and only the assumed superiority of our 
lumber was the foundation for the difference in rates. 

Concerning the third proposition, we would say that it Is 
generally admitted that for railroad bridges, heavy struc- 
tural purposes and car sills longleaf pine is superior to any 
other wood as regards both strength and durability. We 
know of no other purpose for which longleaf pine is pre- 
ferred to shortleaf to the extent that it will command a 
fraction of a cent higher price. 

The records of our business which we have brought for 
your inspection show that not over 10 percent of the total 
product of our mills was manufactured into this class of 
lumber, viz., special size timbers. 

Our books also show that in consequence of the propor- 
tionately small demand for this class of timber the price 
has been reduced by competition among ourselves until the 
choicest timber sells for only sufficient to cover the cost 
of production. Today the best price that mills in our 
territory can obtain for standard car sills is $8, and the 
N. O. & N. E. R. R. Co. are buying all heart bridge tim- 
bers at $10 a thousand. This condition has prevailed for 
the past year. 

The remainder, or 90 percent of our product, must be 
sold in direct competition with Arkansas pine, and of this 
portion 20 percent sells for a lower price than the latter: 
we refer to finish and factory material. Carpenters prefer 
the softer variety of wood as being more like white pine 
therefore lighter and easier to work with. ? 

In regard to the fourth proposition, that trade and the 
methods of production have changed, we would say that 
in the early days when timber stood near the mills and 
stumpage was of little value it was the custom to utilize 
only the choicest timber suitable for railroad and heavy 
structural purposes, The remainder was left standing or 


was burned either at the mills or in the woods. At that 
time mills of small mane could be successfully operated. 
The waste with these methods was so great that not to 
exceed 33 percent of the timber was manufactured and sold. 

Persistence in these methods at the present time would 
cause actual loss. The cost of stumpage having increased 
and the investment of capital in logging railroads and equip- 
ment to haul the logs a distance of from five to fifteen 
miles being so large, the operator must cut his lands and 
utillze every portion of the timber brought to the mill. 

To reduce the expense of logging by railroad to a reason- 
able cost per thousand it is rr to haul a large 
number of logs, and this requires a mill of corresponding 
capacity. 

To operate the whole plant successfully the manufac- 
turers must be in position to sell the entire product of 
their mills at an average price that will leave them a mar- 
gin of profit, and not confine themselves to the production 
of high grade lumber and railroad timbers. They must 
market the common and low grades of lumber which con- 
stitute over 50 percent of their product. 

The mills in Mississippi, Alabama and Georgla are sit- 
vated so that they have no market for their product to 
the east, south or west. The only territory to which they 
can ship is Indiana, Ohio and Illinois and a smalJl portion 
of Iowa, which is the territory to which the advanced rates 
apply. A small portion of the high grades finds a market 
in New England, New York and Michigan, but over 90 per- 
cent must be shipped to the three states mentioned above. 

Arkansas has a natural territory to supply in all that 
central portion of the United States west of the Mississippi 
to which the mills of Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia 
cannot ship. In addition to this territory Arkansas manu- 
facturers have rates into Indiana, Illinois and Ohio and all 
eastern states of from 1 to 5 cents per hundred weight, or 
25 cents to $1.50 a thousand, lower than are conceded to 
the mills of Alabama, Georgia and Mississippi. 

While these conditions prevail the manufacturers in the 
longleaf district cannot compete with the Arkansas manu- 
facturers, excepting at times when the demand for lumber 
exceeds what Arkansas can supply. When the demand is 
light and Arkansas can a the trade the mills in the 
longleaf districts are forced to close down and wait for 
more prosperous times. This, of course, results in financial 
loss to the manufacturers; to the railroads of earnings 
which they ought to have, but which are appropriated by 
the Arkansas railroads; and disaster to the laborers de- 
pending on steady employment in this industry. 

Respecting the fifth proposition, that for some purposes 
shortleaf pine is preferred to longleaf pine, we find upon 
investigation that the proportion of shortleaf pine bringing 
a higher price because it is more desirable for factory 
work, sheathing and interior finish is 20 percent or more 
of the product of those mills, while less than 10 percent 
of the product of these mills in Mississippi, Alabama and 
Georgia is superior for railroad and heavy structural pur- 
poses; so that any advantage we could possibly have from 
our proportion of the product for which the demand is 
smal] and is diminishing is more than doubly offset by 
their larger proportion for which the demand is steady. 

This condition of affairs is not appreciated by even the 
manufacturers in our territory, who confine themselves to the 
production of timbers and who are not prepared to compete 
for the general trade except to the extent of selling the 
side boards made in sawing timbers. 

It is the manufacturers with well equipped plants built 
to supply the general trade and whose methods are_ like 
those pursued in Arkansas who are forced to acknowledge 
the superiority of shortleaf pine for a large number of 
purposes. 

To comprehend fully the sixth proposition it is neces- 
sary to consider every operation in both sections, from the 
felling of the trees to the marketing of the manufactured 
product and, when methods and natural conditions differ, 
to make the proper allowances. In determining the cost 
of the product it is necessary to take into consideration the 
following: 

1—-The amount of standing timber per acre and its value. 

2-—-Character of lands for logging operations. 

3—Methods of manufacturing. 

4—Relative disadvantage of longleaf pine by reason of 
its weight, hardness and resinous condition, 

Apparently there is a greater amount of timber obtained 
from lands in the longleaf than in the shortleaf districts. 
Under equally favorable conditions this is true, but through- 
out the longleaf sections many clearings for farms have 
been made and a vast amount of timber in certain sections 
has been destroyed by boxing for turpentine, both of which 
operations greatly reduce the quantity of available timber 
that may be obtained from a given territory. We acknowl- 
edge that in sections in the longleaf district where 
the forests are unbroken and where depredations have not 
been made there can be perhaps 20 percent more timber 
obtained per acre than in similar sections in Arkansas, but 
we submit that it is not a fair comparison to select such* 
sections as representative districts, and that allowance 
should be made for the loss of timber through clearings for 
farms and boxing for turpentine; and when such allowance 
is made the increased production of timber per acre in 
our section is very little if any more than in Arkansas. 

Throughout the longleaf district the lands are usually 
broken; there are many streams. and the variation in the 
hight of the hills ranges from 50 to 200 feet. The char- 
acter of the country in this respect makes railroad building 
for logging purposes very expensive, and the increased 
length on account of building through or around farm 
clearings and the consequent purchase of right of way is a 
very considerable addition. 

In Arkansas, where the timber is in many places in 
broad flats and railroad building is comparatively cheaper, 
there are many logging railroads from five to fifteen miles 


‘in length without a perceptible grade and extending for 


miles without curves or trestles, a condition without a 
parallel in the longleaf district. 

However, in that territory there is a vast amount of 
undergrowth, and unfavorable conditions for hauling the 
logs to the railroads prevail, so that the cost of getting 
the logs upon the cars is considerably in excess of the cost 
of the same operation in the longleaf district. When the 
logs are loaded twice as many cars constitute a train as in 
our district. 

Considering the advantages and disadvantages of both 
sections, the cost of delivery of the logs at the mill is ap- 
proximately the same. 

The methods of manufacturing are radically different in 
Arkansas from those practiced in the longleaf district. In 
that state the manufacturers confine the production of lum- 
ber to only such grades as are ordinarily used for building 
purposes. No attention is given to the production of large 
timbers and car sills. Manufacturing to stock sizes, for 
which they have an assured market. they are able to push 
their mills to their full capacity without regard to orders 
for the product as it comes from the mill. Thev carry 
large stocks of dry lumber and are able to fill orders for 
mixed carloads from their well assorted stock. Without 
exception we believe the Arkansas mills produce 20 to 25 
percent more lumber than mills of similar capacity in the 
longleaf district. They are able to accomplish such satis- 
factory results because of their ability to push thelr mills 
to full capacity on stock sizes. and for the reason also 
that the timber is much softer and more easily handled. 

Thus far we have said nothing of the principal diffiew!- 
ties the manufacturer of longleaf pine must contend with- 
the lumber welghs at least 10 nercent more and is much 
harder and closer grained than shortleaf pine. thereby add- 
ing to the difficulties in handling and sawing; as the ex- 
pense in the manufacturing is chiefly in the cost of labor 
it is evident that the cost of producing our lumber is more 
than in Arkansas. 


——___ 
In the process of kiln drying a large amoy 
brought to the surface of the’ lumber. This coat ls 
serious disadvantage to that part of the product tinted * 8 
the planing mills; though machines operate more gig ‘I ed at 
there is a considerable waste in the trimming of 3){M@ 
ends z boards. ; Pitehy 
ust cons.deration of those peculiarities a; 

to the production of our lumber in the vations an apply 
cannot but convince the unprejudiced observer processes 
cost of the longleaf pine lumber is considerably jn at the 
of the cost of shortleaf pine. It has been previous] oa 
that the weight of our lumber is greatly in excess’, pated 
produced in Arkansas, the difference being 400 s. that 
thousand on rough lumber, which amounts to st unds 
sand in the cost of delivery on an average 25-cent thou. 
and operates where rates are equal to reduce the val rate, 
—— — to = ey egy Mew mgpmr ete ol to that poe Bo. 
velow the price realize their com , : 

leaf district. id Detitors In the short 

While heretofore it has been practicable to x 

siderable quantity of high grade lumber ae Feo re 
ritory with Arkansas manufacturers it has been im co ees 
to compete with them in selling a large amount of posalble 
building material for which there is an increasing — 
since to meet their price under existing freight rates — 
loss to the shipper. A fair understanding of all these aa 
would entitle us to a lower freight rate than is cor sacle 
to Arkansas manufacturers. = Conceded 


The committee is fully persuaded that the 
those roads interested in the handling of longleaf pine hay, 
heretofore lacked information in regard to compar re 
conditions in the two sections. ‘The reasons for these ane 
clusions are the arguments advanced in personal inter an 
“— — officials of the railroads. vane 

as been stated by one of the traffic manager 

roads interested in the longleaf business that it, sl 
unwise and unnecessary on his part to grant a reducti “ 
in rates to the Arkansas basis for the reason that his re ad 
has had all the lumber business it could handle at the 
present rates, and a reduction would mean simply a | : 
of earnings. Such statements have no weight as arguments 
because they are not consistent with the actions of _ 
“~~ —— * — directions, ’ " 

e believe that this same railroad company is reste 
in handling grain from the west to New os dle tor ae 
and that during the past two years this traftic has increased 
two or more fold and the railroad company is preparing 
to handle an increased traffic this year and’ next year; in 
fact, all of such traffic it can secure from its competitors 
We have not heard of this railroad company refusing busi. 
ness from any direction, especially if such business could 
be secured from a competitor. The same road hauled dur. 
ing the year 1892 about 12,000 cars of yellow pine lumber 
from all the mills on its line. The Chicago & North- 
Western during the same year hauled more than 130,000 
cars; the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 121,000 cars,’ 

We believe that the representative of the road referred 
to would not acknowledge the superiority of the North- 
perigee rod ne — that could handle ten times 
8 ch lumber as Ss gentleman says i » ~apacity 
<7 road to carry. " ys is the full capacity 

latever is the actual condition of the lumbe 7 
on the road referred to, we do not consider that the — 
ment applies to the other roads interested in hauling lum- 
her from the longleaf district. 

On some of the roads traffic has been so light in lumber 
and in fact almost every other commodity that the greatest 
economy has been exercised in the management to gave 
enough from the earnings to pay operating expenses, On 
these roads, too, the only hope for increased earnings Is in 
the development of the lumber business, which means the 
building up of manufacturing towns along the lines of road. 

or every mill that produces 10,000,000 feet or 1,000 
cars of lumber a year a town of 1,000 people will be estab 
lished, and so long as the mill business is maintained the 
town will prosper and traffic be developed in many ways, 

It seems to us that it would be to the permanent ad 
vantage of the railroads to encourage the development of 
the lumber industry and thereby build up a large local 
business, 

Such a policy would result in more benefit to the railroad 
company than the development of through business, provid- 
ing, of course, that the railroad companies cannot increase 
their facilities so that they can handle both. 

Another assertion—that there remains in Arkansas only 
sufficient timber to last five years at the present rate of 
production—is contradicted by the United States government 
reports, that show enough yellow pine timber remaining in 
Arkansas to last fifty years, should the present rate of 
production remain the same. 

The officers of another road insist that the prosperity 
of the lumbermen on that line is such as to justify them 
in equipping their mills to run additional time by means 
of electric lights; the actual number of plants so improved 
is one, which is not sufficient evidence of uniform pros- 
perity to warrant a general increase in freight rates or to 
show that the product of the mills is being profitably dis- 
posed of. It has also been stated by two or three of the 
traffic managers of the roads interested in the readjustment 
of freight charges that they have made a thorough investi- 
gation of the subject before formulating a new tariff. 

In the opinion of the committee this statement is in- 
accurate; ft is impossible to formulate a tariff based on 
the relative values of longleaf and shortleaf pine for all 
purposes or to inquire into the cost of production without 
direct information on the subject and the consideration of 
data which the manufacturers alone can supply. 

_The inquiries of the committee have not tended to con- 
vince them that this information has been invited or ob- 
tained from any lumberman whose methods may be termed 
representative, but that the statements from a rival locality 
whose interest it is to have high rates maintained in this 
section have been unquestioningly accepted. 

The lumbermen believe that it would result in benefit to 
the railroads as well as to themselves if traffic managers 
would occasionally visit the mills, giving consideration 10 
the varying requirements of the trade which governs the 
methods of manufacture. 

If they would show the same interest in the development 
of the lumber industry that they do in increasing traffic 
for their roads from other directions lumber traffic from 
the territory represented by this committee could easily be 
increased 100 percent during times of ordinary prosperity 
throughout the country. This statement is not exaggerated 
in the least and can easily be understood by any_ one 
familiar with the magnitude of the lumber business and the 
methods pursued in other sections of the United States 
where lumber is produced in vast quantities. 

The comment of one of the lumber papers in @ recent 
issue is entirely to the point in saying in relation to the 
recent advance in rates that “It discounts the killing of 
the goose that laid the golden egg; it destroys the bird 
while it is yet a gosltng.” 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON’S DEPOSITIONS. 


During the afternoon session the question of the ade- 
quacy of the service rendered by the railroad was taken 
up. In regard to equipping flat cars or coal cars, 
witness stated that freight and equipment cost his 
company an average of $5.94 a car. The fact was also 
brought out that no special equipment in either box 
or flat cars had ever been provided for the lumberme. 


Officials of 
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Witness stated that the average selling profit of lumber 
was 50 cents less this year than last. 

There were comparatively few important points 
brought out in the cross examination, the witness being 
passed from one opposing counsel to another. It devel- 
oped, however, that the endeavor to advance the selling 
price of lumber had been unsuccessful, and witness also 
showed that it had cost 50 percent more to sell lumber 
this year than last, the figures being 18 and 28 cents, 
respectively, for the actual cost of securing orders. 

The matter of the witness’ company possessing a 
contract by which it is given free use of forty-one miles 
of the Gulf & Ship Island road was taken up and this 
was again discussed as in the tap line ease at st. 
Louis. The question of markets open to the Missis- 
sippi lumbermen as compared with those into which 
the Louisiana and Arkansas lumber manufacturers could 
ship was taken up and in answer to interrogatories by 
opposing counsel witness stated that what was common- 
ly called the Central Traffic territory—lIllinois, Indiana 
and Ohio—could be reached on competitive basis, but 
that west of the river the lumbermen on that side had 
an undisputed field in so far as competition from the 
Mississippi Jumbermen was concerned, 

After a short redirect examination by Mr. Miller, and 
a few questions by the commissioners, witness was ex- 
cused, 

C. W. Robinson’s Testimony. 

C. W. Robinson, president of the C. W. Robinson 
Lumber Company, of New Orleans, was the next witness 
called, In response to question by the complainant’s 
lawyers witness stated that the price of structural ma- 
terial, which comprised about 90 percent of the stock 
handled by his company, had declined in price from 
$1 to $3 at the mill, chiefly owing to the advance in the 
freight rate. According to the testimony of this wit- 
ness the decrease in the earnings of the railroads, which 
the advance was to make good, was not due so much 
to increased cost of operation as to the congested and 
inefficient service, entailing heavy losses by reason of 
delayed freight and in the case of perishable goods the 
railroads had been forced to make good heavy losses, 
due to lack of sufficient motive power, lack of cars and 
terminal yards in which to handle them. 

As an instance of this condition, which he termed 
general, he said: 


At Jackson, Miss., the congested conditions are so great 
as almost to surpass belief. Perishable freight because of 
this condition spoiled and was paid for by these companies. 
Notably at Memphis, Tenn., was traffic congested. ‘This 
was true to a gieater or less degree of all their terminal 
points and their junction points as well. The railroad 
management were very short sighted and did not provide 
stfficlent motive power, sufficient number of cars nor suffi- 
cient yard room at junction points; sufficient side tracks 
along their lines or at the end of their roads; sufficient 
terminal facilities so as to afford proper distribution so as 
to earn what they would have earned on the old rate if 
they had had these facilities. In addition to its loss from 
this source if the railroad had been able to furnish cars when 
business required at the old rate its earnings would have 
been enormously increased. On the Gulf & Ship Island I 
can say without hesitation that not to exceed 50 percert 
of ee cars demanded by the business on this line were fur- 
nished. 

Commissioner Prouty—What do you mean by that? ‘That 
twice as much lumber would have been ghipped out could 
cars have been furnished? Answer-—Yes, sir; lumber and 
other business. 


Mr. Robinson went into details regarding the great 
car shortage and read some correspondence in regard 
to the difficulty with the railroads in question, some 
of which intimated that they were getting a very small 
proportion of the cars they needed, the amounts rang- 
ing from 5 to 10 percent. In one instance witness was 
advised to ship in gondolas—coal cars—and roof 
the lumber over, which was being done to some extent 
by some of the shippers. 

Mr. Robinson was then asked to state the result of 
his study of the annual statement issued by the Illinois 
Central railroad, which was done and in addition a de- 
tailed history of the railroad project from its inception 
until the present time was given. 

A similar statement was requested in regard to the 
Gulf & Ship Island road, but before this was com- 
pleted Commissioner Yeomans announced the adjourn- 
ment of the court until Wednesday morning at 9 
0’clock, 

THE HEARING ON WEDNESDAY. 
(Special telegram to the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN.) 

New OrEAns, La., Dee. 9.—The hearing in the Inter- 
state case resumed at 9 o’elock this morning. George M. 
Gardiner, of Eastman, Gardiner & Co., Laurel, Miss., 
Was recalled and interrogated in regard to the extent 
of the application of the tap line divisions west of 
the Mississippi river, which he pronounced almost uni- 
versal, The effect of such allowances on rates he con- 
sidered in the nature of a reduction from the published 
rates, so that Mississippi mill men could not know against 









what rate they were forced to compete; that such allow- 
ances had to be gotten out of the proceeds received for 
the sale of the product. The witness described the 
lumber as a non-competitive business that had to go out 
by the line on which the individual mill was located; 
it could not be hauled short distances to other lines. 
Lumber must meet competition with lumber from other 
fields, with brick, stone, iron, cement ete., and rates 
must allow a profit on this basis. Mr. Gardiner maintained 
under cross-examination that lumber traffic is not com- 
petitive, but is local to lines where the mill is located. 
Asked by Counsel Green, of the complainants, regarding 
cottonwood and cypress shipped by water, he stated 
that his mills are not located on the Mississippi river 
and indicated no reason why the rates should not be the 
same. 

Mr. Baxter asked if roads did not maintain lower rates 
to avoid water competition and if higher rates were 
put in if steamboats would not compete. The witness 
said he did not know. After a searching cross-exami- 
nation he was excused. 


The Second Round. 

©. W. Robinson was recalled and made some minor 
corrections regarding his testimony given on Tuesday. 
He continued his narrative where it had been interrupted 
relative to the cost of building the Gulf & Ship Island 
railroad and said that the amount of timber secured 
was 159,000 acres, estimated at 10,000 feet an acre; the 
sale of which and the income therefrom paid the cost of 
constructing the road; that the road was built from 
the proceeds of the land sale and of its bond issue. 
Information regarding the character of the country 
penetrated by the road was given by a letter of its 
fiscal agents. 

Other testimony of a like nature was barred as im- 
material, not authentic nor authoritative. 

The value of cut over lands was taken up but this was 
declared dependent upon their location mainly and no 
definite estimate could be given, values ranging from 
$6 to $15 an acre. The advantages of north and south 
roads compared to those of east and west roads were 
considered at length and the witness stated that the 
Southern railway had made money since it secured con- 
trol of the Mobile & Ohio, but not before, the advantage 
being in the interchange of traffic between the north 
and south. The relative weights and charges on yellow 
pine, coal, cement, iron and similar commodities were 
given and it was shown that none of these suffer damage 
in transportation. Of commodities compe....ve with 
lumber values were given as follows: Pig iron $1.60 a 
ton; cement at Louisville $5, at New Orleans, $5.75; 
pig iron at Birmingham, $9; while the average value 
of yellow pine at the mill was stated to be $6.67 a ton. 
The distance from Meridian to Chicago was shown to 
be 800 miles and the cost of transportation per ton 
$5.20; per ton per mile, 6.5 mills; cement, New Orleans 
to Chicago, 1,000 miles, per ton $2.60; per ton per mile, 
2.8 mills. The coal rate is 3.6 mills, the same rate 
as on pig iron. Mr. Baxter endeavored to make the 
witness confess that cement rates were made on account 
of water competition,from New York to Chicago. 

Comparative rates were discussed at great length. 
The cost of the equipment of a flat car was given at 
$5, a loss which the lumberman had to absorb. The wit- 
ness was required to give detailed figures. Being asked 
by Mr. Baxter if in spite of the incompetency of the 
railroad’s management he had not prospered, he stated 
that that had nothing to do with rates and that if such 
was the case the railroads were not authorized to charge 
up to the lumber industry losses on other business. Com- 
parative prices of lumber since the 2-cent advance went 
into effect were discussed and in the opinion of the wit- 
ness prices were lower by about 50 cents. 


The Depositions of Ten. 


Secretary Washburn, of the southeastern M:ssissippi 
Valley Traffic Association, had a troublesome time while 
on the stand for a few minutes prior to the noon recess. 

§. J. Carpenter, of the Pearl River Lumber Company, 
was the first witness called after recess. After a short 
examination regarding the character of his business, 
cost of equipping cars, effect of the 2-cent advance and 
similar questions, his answers to which were corrobora- 
tive of Mr. Gardiner’s testimony, the witness was ex- 
cused, : 

Mr. Washburn was then recalled and examined along 
the lines of the conduct of his bureau, as to how it 
was managed and conducted with respect to inaugurating 
movements. He testified that its purpose was merely 
keeping account of actions taken and disseminating 
information. 





Being closely questioned regarding meetings held prior 
to the inauguration of the advance, the witness stated 
that such action was taken by roads independent of his 
brreau and not coming under his province or to his 
notice. After action had been agreed on at a meeting 
held in St. Louis January 30, 1903, he stated that no 
agreement had been made with roads west of the Mis- 
sissippi river; that meetings held to consider the matter 
had nothing to do with his bureau and that no minutes 
of the first two meetings had been furnished him. He 
was not present at any of the meetings. 

During the afternoon J. J. White, of MeComb City, 
Miss., was called and deposed that current prices were 
about the same as during the last two years. His com- 
pany was not shipping much lumber affected by the ad- 
vance. His testimony was mainly corroborative and along 
lines of cost of manufacture, value of stumpage, cost of 
equipping cars ete. 

J. H. Hinton and H. A. Camp, of the Camp & Hinton 
Lumber Company, Lumberton, Miss.; J. H. Stephens; 
R. W. Hinton, of R. W. Hinton & Co., Lum- 
berton, Miss. and W. W. Butterfield, of the 
Butterfield Lumber Company, Norfield, Miss.,; were called 
in succession. Their testimony brought out very few 
new points and was largely confirmatory of that of pre- 
vious witnesses. Mr. Butterfield stated that his com- 
pany operated a leased, chartered road that hauled lum- 
ber for mills located along its line, charging 4 cents a 
hundred pounds. He had never been able to get the 
Ilinois Central to put into effect a joint tariff so that 
mills on its lines could get the benefit of a blazket rate, 
which he thought should be done. He did not think his 
mill should be allowed a division for hauling its logs. 

I. C. Enochs, of the Enochs Lumber & Manufacturing 
Company, Jackson, Miiss., was the last witness introduced 
and Mr. Green’s questions brought out from him some 
data eonnected with the early lumber history of Mis- 
sissippi, contrasted with that of Louisiana and Arkansas, 
showing the disadvantages under which the latter labored. 
Mr. Enochs was interrupted at this point—5 Pp. m— 
and adjournment was effected until 9 o’clock Thursday 
morning. 

THURSDAY’S HEARING. 
(Special telegram to the AMpRICAN LUMBERMAN.) 

New Orteans, La., Dec. 10.—The remarkably strong 
case made by the lumbermen in their fight to secure the 
intervention of the Interstate Commerce Commission and 
repeal of the 2-cent advance on yellow pine was closed 
with the testimony of A. F. Barnett during the after- 
noon session. 

At the opening ox the inquiry today, I. C. Enochs, of 
Jackson, Miss., was recalled and his examination econ- 
tinued throughout the forenoon. The testimony of these 
two witnesses, supplementary to that of their predeces- 
sors, comprised the strongest presentation of the lum- 
bermen’s side of the controversy imaginable. No phase 
of the business during the past twenty years was left 
untouched by the searching questions of the attorneys. 
Not only this, but in branching out the scope of the 
inquiry was made to include practically every phase of 
the, industrial history of the south since the early ’60s. 
In addition the progress of building up the great rail- 
roads of the south was thoroughly aired. The cost of 
transporting commodities of various descriptions, « the 
extent to which the railroads had nurtured various in- 
dustries and the dependency of industrial enterprises 
upon railroads, showing the intertwining of the various 
interests, were clearly set forth. 

With respect to markets the competition from all 
sources was considered, so that the inquiry, instead of 
applying to the advisability of the continuance of the 2- 
cent advance only, embraced a presentation of the prin- 
ciples upon which the industries of the country are es- 
tablished and their co-relation one to the other, The 
extent of this phase of the inquiry cannot be given in a 
brief telegram. 

The testimony of I. C. Enochs began with the estab- 
lishment of the southern lumber business, tracing it 
through various stages until its present proportions, 
national in scope, were formed. 

A. F. Barnett, formerly with the Queen & Crescent 
system, who was a witness for the lumbermen, threw 
considerable light upon the conduct of the railroad 
business. According to his experience less than 3 mills 
per ton per mile was considered non-remunerative, but 
he did not give this as a paying rate. Tap line divisions 
figured in the testimony of all. At times the purpose of 
the inquiry appeared lost under a mass of evidence relat- 
ing to the industry as a whole, but the connecting link 
was established by skilfully directed questions showing 
that the controversy was one of far-reaching importance 
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and enters thoroughly into the ramifications of the lum- 
ber industry. 

The complainants rested with the presentation of Mr. 
Barnett’s testimony. Their case is considered as being 
strong. The defendants introduced L. Green, of the 
Southern railway, whose testimony in many respects 
was in direct contravention of the lumbermen’s wit- 
nesses. He quoted figures from the AMERICAN LUMBER- 
MAN illustrative of the advance in the price of yellow 
pine lumber, which he considered authoritative. His 
cross-examination was very severe. The matter of how 
the advance was inaugurated occupied considerable time. 
According to the witness no agreement was entered into 
by the railroads, but he admitted that all had to make 
the advance or it could not be maintained. 

The railroad’s defense indicates as complete a presen- 
tation as that made by the lumbermen and the inquiry 
will not be closed before Friday night, and will prob- 
ably last longer. Each witness so far examined is forti- 
fied with voluminous exhibits and statements, carefully 
prepared in advance,in regard to the cost of production, 
the value of stumpage, relative prices of lumber, mar- 
kets of distribution, net cost of transportation, a sum- 
mary of railroad statements for fiscal periods ete. 

The attendance at each trial is heavy and is increasing, 
showing the great interest being taken in the matter by 
both parties to the controversy. Never in the history 
of the lumber business has so much light been thrown 
upon the industry and never before have the traffic officials 
realized to what extent their interests were mutual. 
While great efforts are being made on the part of both, 
there is a spirit of fair minded inquiry shown which ulti- 
mately should adjust the matter to the satisfaction of all 
concerned. In order to give all possible time to the 
hearing adjournment was not taken until 6 o’clock this 
evening, making a sitting of eight hours for the day. 
So far the line of defense is on the order of that pre- 
sented at the Atlanta hearing, but is gradually widen- 
ing and promises to be as complete as the presentation of 
the lumberman’s side of the controversy. I: ED. 


NATIONAL LEGISLATION OF INTEREST. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Dec. 8.—A further bill has been 
introduced in congress for the purchase and estab- 
lishment of a National Appalachian Park, of a total 
extent not to exceed 5,000,000 acres, to be located in 
West Virginia, Virginia, Tennessee, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia and Alabama; the secretary of 
agriculture to have the power to make purchases of 
lands for the purpose, to make provisions for the refor- 
esting of said lands, and for the protection of exist- 
ing forests, and for the purposes of carrying this into 
effect an appropriation of $10,000,000 is asked, of which 
$2,000,000 would become immediately available. This 
measure has been introduced by Representative Gibson 
and has been referred to the committee on public lands. 

Senator Foster, of Washington, has introduced a bill 
for the investigation of the strength and durability 
of American timbers. He asks for an appropriation 
of $50,000 to be expended under the direction of the 
secretary of agriculture for the further carrying on of 
such investigations, and makes a proviso in his bill that 
not less than 25 percentum of that sum shall be ex- 
pended in the testing of fir and other timbers indigenous 
to the Pacific coast. The bill has been referred to the 
committee on agriculture and forestry. 

It is evident that a determined cffort is to be made 
during the present session of congress to repeal the 
bankruptcy law of July 1, 1898, no less than eight bills 
with this end in view having already been introduced. 
Each of these bills, all of which were referred to the 
committee on the judiciary, read exactiv the same and 
simply provide that the act to establish a uniform 
system of bankruptcy throughout the United States be 
repealed, with the provision that nothing therein shall 
in any way affect proceedings under said bankruptcy 
act begun prior to the taking effect of the proposed 
repeal measure. 


UPHOLDING THE PRESIDENT’S HANDS. 


At a meeting held on Tuesday of this week in the St. 
Charles hotel, New Orleans, La., the Central Yellow Pine 
Association adopted the following resolutions regarding 
the Panama canal: 


Whereas, The necessities of the world’s commerce im 
peratively demand an isthmian waterway to connect the 
Atlantic and Pacific oceans; and 

Whereas, In rejecting the late treaty between the United 
States of America and the United States of Colombia the 
latter government proposed to cheat tne state of Panama 
out of its manifest destiny, thereby justifying the sever- 





- 


ance of her relations with the federal republic, w 
speedily followed; and hich so 

Whereas, The president of the United States, seeing the 
danger of losing the advantages to this country and the ciy- 
ilized world of the Panama canal route, in case Colombia 
should be permitted to suppress the new republic, prompt- 
ly recognized Panama as an independent republic with 
which this country could treat as the sovereign owner of 
the most desired route; be it 

Resolved, That the Central Yellow Pine Association 
heartily approves and indorses the action of this govern- 
ment in recognizing the new republic, and the purpose of 
our government to hold up Panama’s hands so that within 
a reasonably short time the great non-partisan achieve. 
ment of a transisthmian waterway will be in full sight, 

Resolved, further, That it is the sense of this associg- 
tion, representing one of the greatest of American indus. 
tries, that the senate of the United States should lose no 
time in ratifying the treaty recently formulated anq 
signed between this republic and the republic of Panama 
and that no time should be lost in opening to this country 
and the world this new route of commerce. 


TIMBER LAND SALES. 


GRAND Rapips, MIcH., Dec, 8.—Land Commissioner Wildey 
states that the receipts of his office for the first five months 
of the fiscal year are in excess of $200,000. This is the 
good effect of the law which provides for the deeding to the 
state of tax lands that have been returned delinquent for 
taxes for five consecutive years or more and the recent 
restoration to market of agricultural college lands. ‘Toe 
average price per acre received for these lands during the 
period named was $1.37. 


A. M. Chesbrough has bought of the Francis Valms estate 
a tract of hardwood near Whitefish Point, Chippewa county. 
comprising 13,544 acres: consideration, $40,633. ’ 


A syndicate of Canadians has bought of the late Edmund 
Hall, of Detroit, the pine timber in five townships in the 
Georgian bay district, containing about 175,000,000 feet, a 
short logging road to the timber from Spanish river, a saw 
mill plant at Sarnia, three large lake tugs, two dredges and 
other equipment. ‘The consideration was about $900,000, 
one-third cash. 


The Danaher & Melendy Company, of Detroit, has bought 
200 square miles of spruce and cedar lands in the province 
of Quebec, near the ocean. The deal includes saw mills 
wee and equipment; consideration, approximatel) 


LittLe Rock, ARrK., Dec. 5.—The Standard Tie Company, 
of Detroit, Mich., has closed a deal here for a tract of 24,800 
acres of timber lands in Lesna county, estimated to contain 
200,000,000 feet of lumber. 


Pirrspure, Pa., Dee. 4.—A_ syndicate of Pennsylvania 
capitalists has bought 20,000 acres of coal and timber lands 
in Magoffin county, Kentucky, for $240,000. A brareh 
railroad will at once be built to the tract from Vaintsville, 
a distance of forty miles. 








EXPORTS OF TIMBER AND LUMBER TO FOREIGN MARKETS. 


Table Showing Exact Amount and Kinds of Lumber Exported from Every Port of the United States for the Month Ending September 30, 1903. 
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It will pay you 


to write us about the stock listed below. 

You will get a quick answer to your 
inquiry, it and the stock will be satis- 
factory. 





20 M ft. 12-inch D. Stock, mostly 16 ft. 
100 M ft. 5-4 Wo. 1, 2 and 3 Shop. 

125 M ft. 4-inch to 10-inch Shaky Clear. 

30 M ft. 4 to 10-inch Wo. 1 W. P. Saps, 10 to 16 ft. 

GO Mf. 4to10-inchWo2 “ “ “ “ 

35 M ft. 4 to 10-inch D Selects 7 " 

20 M ft. 1-inch No. 1,2 and 3 Shop, “ “ 

90 M ft. 8-4 C and Better. 

20 M ft. 6-4 C and Better. 

25 M ft. 4-inch 10 to 16 ft. 0 $28 and C. M. 

20 M ft. 4-inch, 8-inch & 10-inch D & Better 10 ft. 
200 M ft. 12-in. No. 2, mostly 16 ft. a few 14 ft. no. 12 ft. 
300 M ft. 12-inch No. 3, 12 ft. and 14 ft. only. 

300 M ft. 6-inch No. 3, 10 to 16 ft. 


LATH, W.C. SHINGLES and 
POLES, 10 to 60 ft. 


Grades and Millwork Right. Stock is Dry. 
Can Make Quick Shipments. 


Holt Lumber Company 


OCONTO, WISCONSIN. 


CHICAGO OFFICE, 315 Dearborn St. 
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Michigan « + - 
Soft White Pine 


Mail orders 








our specialty 


BROOKS & ROSS 
LUMBER COMPANY 


Mill Office, | 
Schofield, Wis, 








Chicago Office, 
406 N. Y. Life Bldg. 
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Chas. R. McCormick & Co. 


REDWOOD LUMBER AND SHINGLES, 
CALIFORNIA WHITE PINE, 
SUGAR PINE, 


Eastern Rall and Cargo, Foreign and Domestic Shipments. 


DOUGLAS FIR (OREGON PINE) 
for cargo shipment, Would be pleased to correspond with you. 














303 California Street, 


SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA. 














ca 
White Gedar oi 372" 


SALT BARREL STAVES, HEADING ROCK ELM 
HOOPS, ROCK ELM PILING, HEMLOCK AND 
ROCK ELM RAILROAD TIES, :: :: 3: :: 33 


Wisconsin Timber & Land Co. 


MATTOON, WIS. 

















HARDWOOD DEPARTMENT. 


BAP LPI I™ 


WITH THE MEMPHIS TRADE. 


Mempuis, TENN., Dec. 8.—Recent important timber 
land deals in the territory contiguous to Memphis include 
the sale of a tract of oak and pine land in Liimestune 
county, Alabama, near Harris station, containing 3,000,- 
000 feet of oak and pine, by William Richardson, of 
New Decatur, Ala., to the John Cathcart Lumber Com- 
pany, of the same city. The price paid was $6,500. The 
same concern recently bought 2,000,000 feet of timber 
on an island in the Tennessee river. Another deal was 
the sale of 24,800 acres of timber land to the Standard 
Tie Company, of Detroit, Mich., by Omer Farrell, of 
Little Rock, lyine in Desha county, a few miles south- 
west of Memphis. The price paid was $5.50 an acre, 
making an aggregate of $136,400. The company which 
made the purchase will take immediate steps looking to 
the development of the property on a large scale. In ad- 
dition to these two large deals a large local cooperage 
firm is in the market for a big tract of timber land in 
some of the lower Mississippi counties, having a repre- 
sentative out at present inspecting a number of tracts. 

The car situation here is a very unsatisfactory one and 
the Memphis Lumbermen’s Club is preparing to take or- 
ganized action looking to relief in this respect. The 
question of securing cars for shipment of lumber out of 
the city is not a very difficult one, but a great deal of 
trouble is experienced in getting cars to bring lumber or 
timber into this city from any point in the interior. One 
of the large local cooperage firms said today that its out- 
put had been reduced 50 percent during the past month 
because of inabiuty to get stock in from its mills in the 
country. Other lumbermen are having troubles along the 
same line and they have come to the conclusion that the 
railroads are not going to do anything unless they shall 
be brought to a realization of the amount of damage 
they are doing the lumber industry by the inefficient 
service. Last year a committee was appointed by the 
Lumbermen’s club to draw up resolutions and present 
to the roads, but these were unavailing for the reason 
that they were entirely too mild and lacking too much in 
aggressiveness. The matter wil come up at the next 
meeting of the club, which will be held Saturday, De- 
cember 19. So far nothing has been done further than 
the issuance of a circular letter by R. J. Darnell, asking 
the various lumbermen to co-operate in this matter with 
a view to taking concerted action. 

In connection with the car situation it may be stated 
that the belt line now being built by the Union Belt Rail- 
way Company, a Gould corporation, will have the effect 
of greatly relieving some of the lumbermen in the north- 
ern portion of the city. The belt line will perform this 
service after its completion, which will be effected about 
January 1. The line is partly in operation already, but 
it will not be finished until the time indicated. Lumber- 
men are looking forward to the completion of this line 
as affording a great measure of relief, since they believe 
it will facilitate the placing of empties and the unload- 
ing of cars and thus prevent the frequent congestions in 
the terminals which have been experienced in this city 
during the past few months. 

C. L. White, claiming to be a timberman from Ports- 
mouth, Ohio, was arrested here yesterday on the charge 
of securing money under false pretenses. W. L. Roper, 
clerk of the Uiarendon hotel, was the prosecutor. White, 
it is alleged, secured $14 from the hotel on a check 
drawn on the National Bank of Commerce in his favor 
and signed J. B. Hays. When it was learned that Hays 
had no account with the bank White was arrested. On 
being taken to the police station a number of other 
checks were found on his person, signed by other per- 
sons and made in his favor. He was bound over to the 
state on the preliminary hearing before the judge of 
the police court. 

Considerable interest is manifested among the export 
interests here, including the cotton men, the cotton seed 
oil mill men and the lumbermen, regarding the line of 
action proposed by the Foreign Trade Association of New 
York, looking to the securing 0. reduction in freight rates 
on other export commodities in order that the rates on 
these may harmonize with the reduced rates announced 
recently by the trunk lines on export stee!, and that the 
export business o1 the United States may therefore be 
greatly increased. The matter has been discussed here 
considerably, though no definite action has been taken 
by any of the interests directly concerned. The Cotton 
Exchange of this city, which looks after all the interests 
of the export cotton trade through committees appointed 
for that purpose, and the Merchants Exchange, the of- 
ficial body having in charge the general interests of the 
cotton seed and cotton seed products business in this 
section, have neither taken any action. Secretary Elliott 
Lang, of the National Export Lumbermen’s Association, 
with headquarters in this city, said that his association 
had not taken any action and he was entirely noncommit- 
tal on the proposition. The export interests represented 
here are very extensive and a reduction in freight rates 
would be a large enough item to interest them mate- 
rially. 

There was a meeting of the Memphis Lumbermen’s 
Club last Saturday at the Gayoso hotel, at which luncheon 
was served, the first meeting that has been held for some 
time. Numerous topics were discussed privately at this 
meeting, including the question of taxes on lumber. 
Nothing was given out for publication aside from the 
fact that a committee’ had been appointed to look into 
en and reporting back to the next meeting of the 
club, 

Among visitors here are: Ed Heath, of Heath, Wit- 
beck & Co., Chicago; Charles Darling, Chicago; M. Neely, 
of McDonald Bros., Helena, Ark. 

John Lyons, of Liverpool, who was here last week, 


} d 

as returned to his home. James Webs g : 

“—" is still in this city. ay en ee 
_ The most recently launched lumber concern ; ; 
city is the George T. Kendal Lumber Company, = 
posed of George T. Kendal and Charles B, Stetson Th, 
latter is to be manager of the company. He wag f, ; 
number of years connected with the W. G. Rice Sameer 
Company, of Cairo and St. Louis, and Houston Brog of 
Chicago. He has had large experience in the lumbe 
business although only a very young man, and his futons 
is regarded as bright. The company has ample capit vl 
Its offices are in the Scimitar building. — 
_W. O. Hughart, jr., of Hughart & Kendall, with of- 
fices in this city, is now in Memphis. He ‘makes hi 
headquarters at Grand Rapids, Mich. ¥ 





IN THE SHADOW OF OLD LOOKOuT. 

CHATTANOOGA, TENN., Dec. 8.—The lumber business 
of this city and section is in a very healthy condition 
All the mills have practically all they can do every 
plant running to its full capacity. There is a gveuias 
gage Bn he grade oak and poplar. 

ecently D. B. Murphy & Co., of London, Ky. 

4,000 acres of timber land on Lookout di ae 
sisting principally of pine, poplar and oak. The com- 
pany has located a large saw mill at Cassandra, (Ga 
to convert the timber into material for wagons and car. 
riages. Several Ohio capitalists have within the last 
few days been making investigations in the same ro. 
gion and other deals are said to be in early prospect 

Several other large concerns have located here for 
the purpose of converting the timber into material for 
wagons, carriages, etc. The Kramer Wagon Company 
of Oil City, Pa., which recently purchased 7,000 acres 
of land on Waldon’s Ridge, is shipping about 1,500 
wagon spokes north daily and several carloads of lum. 
ber for wagon material. Several northern capitalists 
have recently been attracted here for the purpose of 
investing in timber lands containing large areas of 
hickory. The Chattanooga Wagon Company, whi*h uses 
hickory almost exclusively in the manufacture of wagons 
and vehicles, has attracted other wagon manufacturers 
from the north and east here. 

Ed Snodgrass, of Snodgrass & Fields, said today: 

Our business is no 3 
ling from 8,000,000 fo. 10'000,000 lant of rows ober 
week and have -demands for a greater output. We find a 
real scarcity in poplar and oak in the higher grades, and 
this seems to be increasing rather than falling off. — 
_ A good deal of the last firm’s business goes east and 
it notes an improvement in the financial conditions of 
that section, 

C, M. Willingham, of the hardwood firm of Willing- 
ham & Co., said: 

In house building and kindred lines the business of our con- 


cern is holding its own. The demands for rough and dressed 
lumber are increasing and we have orders booked several 


months ahead. 
a H. L. Barto, Chattanooga manager for the branch of 
Naylor & Crate, said: 

Trade in all our three lines is in good conditi Th 
a satisfactory demand for lumber,’ a Rimes yp Mi ye 
boxes of all kinds and baskets find a ready sale. 
_F. W. Blair, who has recently made a good many 
improvements in his plant on the Tennessee river 
summed up his satisfaction by reporting a splendid 
trade and good prices on all the lumber shipped, and 
said that logs are comparatively plentiful. 

OPP LD PD LD LD 


LOUISVILLE TRADE REPORTS. 


LOUISVILLE, Ky., Dee. 9.—Business in this raurket still 
remains quiet, though this week shows some improvement 
over last. The poplar situation seems to have improved 
some, but there is a slackening in the demand for quar- 
tered oak. 

Kd. L. Davis, of E. L. Davis & Co., the local hard- 
wood people, says that business is unusually good with 
his concern, and that they were receiving all the orders 
they could handle with dispatch, at satisfactory prices. 

‘ohn Lyon, of Liverpool, England, paid the Louisville 
market a brief visit this week. Mr. Lyon handles con- 
_— stock from this market, principally quartered 
oak, 

The strike which has been in effect at the Cooperage 
plant of the Chess & Wymond Company here has been 
settled and this concern is now again in full operation. 

W. E. Norvell, the telegraph pole man of Chattanooga, 
Tenn., has been in town this week. 


A. N. Struck, president of the J. N. Struck & Bro. 


Company, is in Chicago on business. 

C. L, Adler, of Chicago, president of the Adler Lun: 
ber Company, Lyons, Ky., and of the Adler Organ Com- 
pany, of this city, was here several days during the week. 
_ The Lumbermen’s club will hold its next regular meet- 
ing in the hall of the Builders’ & Contractors’ Exchange 
on December 18, 

weer 
QUEEN CITY TRADE FEATURES. 


CINCINNATI, OHIO, Dec. 8.—The near approach of the 
new year and the annual stocktaking of manufacturing 
concerns caused a lessening of the demand for lumber 
the past week, but confidence in the future has main- 
tained prices. While consumers are not placing orders 
for future delivery there has been no attempt to foree 
prices down and dealers are inclined to believe that there 
will be little if any change in this respect during the 
winter. A few orders for oak, poplar, cottdnwood, pine 
and gum were placed during the week, but they were 
mostly for immediate delivery and small quantities. 
Dealers do not look for much business until after the 
first of the new year, but they take a hopeful outlook of 
future trade conditions. 

Leland Banning has returned from Tennessee and the 
lower Mississippi lumber districts. ; 
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IN THE BUFFALO HARDWOOD TRADE. 


°F N. Y., Dee. 8.—1. N. Stewart is getting ina 
ad weock of oak, poplar and chestnut from West Vir- 
ginia, Which will not be likely to lessen his acknowledged 
jead in the cherry trade. ie es a 
The Empire Lumber Company has run its mi es in 
Arkansas until it can boast of about 3,000,000 feet on 
sticks there, which is largely oak, F. W. Vetter will 
take a look at it among other things while there and 
manage to get home for Christmas. ; 
othe Crosby & Beckley Company has considerable 
hardwood lumber at Tonawanda, but Manager Taylor 
maintains his headquarters here yet. He calls business 
strong, but not especially active just now. ; 
" W. H. White & Co., of Boyne City, Mich., through 
Manager James A. White, of the Buffalo office, have 
brought down here this fall all the hardwood lumber, 
especially maple, that their steamer Three Brothers could 
carry. She 1eft here late, with the intention of stopping 
at the mill for a final load to Chicago. 
President Angus McLean of the Hugh McLean Com- 
any has been in Indiana lately, looking over the oak 
situation, not failing - look in upon the new Louisville 
‘ for ming home. 
on = Caco p Bac to have suéceeded well in _ his 
specialty of balm of gilead lumber, which was anything 
put well known here when he took it up last year. He 
sells it as a substitute for basswood, and has a good 
supply on sand now, docking it mostly at Tonawanda, 





A NEW HARDWOOD MANUFACTURING OPERA- 
TION. 


The contract has been let to the Stearns Manufac- 
turing Company, Hrie, Pa., through its: Norfolk rep- 
resentative, Frank Jobson, for a new 8-foot band mill 
to be built at Atkins, Va., by the Glade Mountain 
Lumber Company, Ine., and it is the intention to have 
it in operation in the spring. ; 

The Glade Mountain Lumber Company is a corpora- 
tion with a capital stock of $175,000 and owns the tim- 
ber on 9,000 acres at this point. The former owner, a 
Philadelphian, some years ago had an estimate made 
showing 115,000,000 feet of merchantable timber on 
the tract; but he could not find buyers willing to accept 
the price based upon that estimate, and this kept the 
timber out of the market for a number of years. It 
was purchased by the present owners upon a new 
estimate showing 60,000,000 feet of timber and it is 
thought these figures are conservative. Of this about 
half is oak, a quarter poplar and the balance hemlock, 
chestnut and other woods. The tract will be logged 
by railroad, which is now being built. 

The resident officers of the company are C, A. Ran- 
dolph president and Frank E. Highley secretary and 
treasurer. Ten or twelve years ago these gentlemen 
were members of the same football eleven; Mr. Highley 
went into business and Mr. Randolph went in for a 
thorough technical and college education, adding to 
the machinist’s trade the profession of a civil and 
mining engineer. The widely devious paths of these 
two young men have, however, apparently brought 
them out together into the lumberman’s calling, Mr. 
Randolph himself being the son of a well known Penn- 
sylvania lumberman. Mr. Highley is a son-in-law of 
Judge E. Cooper Shapley, of Philadelphia, who is one 
of the stockholders. T. 8. Stewart, a well known Phil- 
adelphia physician, is vice president of the company. 

The company has had a small mill in operation for 
some time getting out material for the large mill 
structure and has ordered a larger portable circular 
mill to be used in eutting out portions of the boundary 
which it will be inconvenient to log to the band mill. 
It is expected that this mill will be in operation inside 
of thirty days and that the band mill and logging road 
will be in commission by May or June. The operation 
promises to rank among the more important in hard- 
wood manufacture, and a further account of its doings 
will be given at a later date. 





A WISCONSIN HARDWOOD VIEW. 


G. W. Jones, president of the G. W. Jones Lumber 
Company, of Appleton, Wis., was in Chicago on Wednes- 
day of this week and made a welcome call on the LuM- 
BERMAN. The conditions existing in the hardwood trade, 
according to Mr. Jones, are not at all unfavorable and 
although present trade is seasonably. quiet, he stated that 
it was the policy of his concern not to force lumber on 
the market beyond the requirements of the trade, but to 
reserve stocks until the period of demand recurs again 
after the first of the year. In his opinion, there will 

a large cut of hardwood in Wisconsin and northern 
Michigan this winter but stocks of lumber were so low 
that there is little danger of a surplus in any variety. 
Soft elm, he said, was exceedingly scarce and high in 
price and the elm timber of both Michigan and Wisconsin 
is largely cut out, in the former state completely so. 
The G. W. Jones Lumber Company is one of the leading 
hardwood concerns of the north and until recently has 
confined its operations exclusively to that quarter, but Mr. 
Jones says it is now doing considerable in southern 
hardwoods, having lately acquired some desirable stocks 
of lumber in the section south of the Ohio river. Re- 
cently the company made a sale of 1,000,000 feet «” 
red gum to a chair manufacturing concern in the north, 
who had been compelled to purchase it as a substitute 
for soft elm which was found impossible to secure in 
sufficient quantity. It is the intention of the compan: 
we understand, to enlarge its southern operations and 


it will no doubt shortly be heard from prominently in 


that quarter, 
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George H. Johnson. 


COLUMBIA, MIss., Dec. 8.—George H. Johnson died in this 
city Sunday, December 6, of typhoid fever. The remains 
were taken to Meridian, Miss., and from there to his 
father’s home at Brookfield, Mass. Mr. Johnson was with 
the Chicago Lumber & Coal Company ‘at Logansport, La., 
and McHenry, Miss., for seven years. He was very highly 
respected by all. He was well known in Arkansas, 





T. J. Payne. 


PIrTsBURG, Pa., Dec. 3.—T. J. Payne, a well known lum- 
berman in this section of the state, is dead at his home in 
Clarion, aged 65 years. Mr. Payne was born in Shenango 
county, New York. He served through the civil war and 
in 1867 engaged in the lumber business in Clarion county. 
Ile was prominent in Masonic circles, being a thirty-second 
degree Mason. The deceased is survived by his wife. 


Major Charles J. Fox. 


Derroit, M|cu., Dee. 4.—Major Charles J. Fox, of this 
city, died suddenly in New York on November 30. He en- 
tered the army fmmediately after graduating from Union col- 
lege, in 1861, and joined the 107th New York regiment as 
first lieutenant, his brother, William F. Fox, now of Al- 
bany, being his captain. Major Fox was actively engaged 
in almost every battle from Antietam to Gettysburg, and 
was with Sherman to the close of the war. Soon after the 
close of the war he became a member of the firm of Fox, 
Weston & Bronson, of Steuben county, New York, and later 
was secretary of the lumbering company of Manistique of 
which his brother, A. J. Fox, who died a month ago, was 
president. Tle leaves a widow, four sons and a daughter. 





A. J. Shiver. 


JACKSONVILLE, FLA., Dec. 3.—A. J. Shivers, a lumber in- 
spector of the Charles 8S. Hirsch Lumber Company, killed 
himself at his room in the Narragansett house on December 
2 by taking morphine. It is said that he has a family at 
Crescent City, consisting of a wife and four children. 
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Daniel F. Hunter. 


Sr. Louis, Mo., Dec. 5.—Daniel F. Hunter, a retired lum- 
berman, died at the home of his sister in this city on De- 
cember 2, aged 70 years. Mr. Hunter was born at Braintree, 
owe he married Miss J. Francis Fagen, who sur- 
vives m. 





Mrs. Letitia S. Foster. 


KANSAS City, Mo., Dec. 8.—Mrs. Letitia S. Foster, wife 
of the late John M. Foster, the founder of the Foster Lum- 
ber Company, of Kansas City, died at her home here on the 
afternoon of December 7 of bronchitis, after an illness of 
three weeks. Mrs, Foster was 70 years of age and was born 
at McKeesport, Pa. Nine children survive her. They are 
Benjamin Foster, James Foster, George Foster, of Kansas 
City; Thomas Foster, of Houston, Tex.; Samuel Foster, of 
Lincoln, Neb., all of whom are connected with the Foster 
Iumber Company; Miss Ione Foster and Mrs, George D. 
Ford, of Kansas City; Mrs. W. H. Craig, of Houston, Tex., 
and Mrs. W. Leming, of Tonganoxie, Kan. 





William H. Wilcox. 


GRAND Rapips, Micu., Dee. 8.—William H. Wilcox, of 
Cadillac, 43 years old, died of pneumonia on Friday. He 
was a member of the firm of Wilcox Bros., lumbermen, bas- 
ket and brick manufacturers, an ex-city treasurer and alder- 
man and a highly respected citizen. He leaves a wife and 
three children. 





William A. Ripley. 


NEWARK, N. J., Dec. 7.—William Augustus Ripley, presi- 
dent of the David Ripley & Sons Lumber & Timber Company. 
of this city, dled December 5 at his home in Newark of dia- 
betes, from which he had been a sufferer for fifteen years, 
having been confined to his home for three years. Mr. Rip- 
ley was born at Roxbury, Conn., on November 26, 1829, and 
was a son of David Ripley, who came to Newark and estab- 
jished a saw and planing mill on the bank of the Passaic 
river in 1845. David Ripley was one of the pioneers in the 
lumber industry in Newark. He felled trees in Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey forests and rafted the logs on the Dela- 
ware and Susquehanna rivers and the Passaic river and the 
Morris canal to his factory. He died in 1883, and his sons, 
William A., Charles O. and John Wattles Ripley, succeeded 
him in the large business he had built up. William A, Rip- 
ley became president when the firm was incorporated as a 
company. Mr. Ripley was a republican, and for years was 
active in his party. He was an assemblyman, a member « 


the common council, police commissioner and held other 
offices. He was also a director in a number of mercantile 
institutions. A widow, five children and one brother survive 
him. 





In Memory of Charles W. Henry. 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa., Dee. 7.—At a meeting of the Phila- 
delphia Wholesale Lumber Dealers’ Association, called by 
President Kdwin H. Coane on December 4, the following 
minute, presented by Col, Charles M. Betts, Samuel B. 
Vrooman and George I. Cralg, was adopted : 

It has been our great misfortune to lose by death 
our fellow member and friend, Charles W. Henry, 
who has for many years been identified with this 
body. 

We desire to express our appreciation of his loyal 
and valuable services, honorable business methods, 
unquestioned integrity and kindness of heart. He 
always manifested a keen interest in the success 
and welfare of the association. These qualities 
endeared him to all with whom he associated and 
make his loss most keenly felt. 

Resolved, That this minute be entered upon the 
records and a copy be sent to Mr. Henry’s family, 
to whom we extend our heartfelt sympathy. 


The Lumbermen’s Exchange at its monthly meeting also 
adopted resolutions on Mr. Henry’s death, as follows: 
It is our melancholy duty to express our great 
sorrow upon the death of the late Charles W. 
Henry, one of the charter members and continuously 
since a prominent member of the Lumbermen’s Px- 
change. He won the highest regard and respect of 
his fellow lumbermen by the exemplary cOnduct of 
his share in the trade, and further gave much of 
his valuable time to public matters, in which his 
experience and sound judgment rendered him a wel- 
come and potential adviser. He has been called 
from us in the meridian of his usefulness and we 
desire this faint expression of our appreciation re- 
corded, and a copy of the minute forwarded to his 
surviving family, assuring them of our deepest 
sympathy. 























NO SUBSTITUTE 


“tort [DOORS 
aid SASH 


WHITE 
Be sure and demand the production of 


PINE In 
the old house of 


Schroth & Ahrens Company 


CHICAGO, ILL., 1883. WINONA, MINN., 1885. 
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& Desirable Dry | 
3 


FOR QUICK SHIPMENTS. 





400,000 ft. 14, 14 & 2 inch Select & Better. 

500,000 ft. 14, 14 & 2 inch No. 1 & 2 Shop. 

200,000 ft. 14, 14 & 2 inch No, 3 Shop. 

200,000 tt. 1 inch Shop Boards. 

400,000 ft. Select Boards. 

500 000 ft 2 inch Tank Plank, 2x6, 2x8, 
‘ 2x10 & 2x12. 


TELECODE USED. 


JOHNSON LUMBER Co., 
Office, Room 18, Loan & Trust Bldg. 


Milwaukee, Wis. 


Long Distance ’Phone, 
Main 355, 








| 
AND SMALL TIMBERS. | 
We make a specialty of LONG JOISTS and 

TIMBERS. We also have a good stock of | 
inch Common WHITE PINE LUMBER. 


ANNUAL CAPACITY OVER 75,000,000 FEET. 





Alexander & Edgar Lumber Co. 
IRON RIVER, WIS. 
Successors to Lee Ingram Lumber Ce., and Lake Superior Lumber Ce. 
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Winona LumsBer Co. 


White Ping Products 
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WINONA, - - = 





MINNESOTA 
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v5 Wisconsin Cork Pine 5 


CUT FULL WIDTH 
AND THICKNESS. 


OUR SPECIALTIES :—Pattern Lumber, 


Box Material, Factory Stock 
and Beveled Siding. 


RUST-OWEN LUMBER CO., Drummond, Wis. 
ansteutsintaaitum Gpemeeapnnannaniial 
wvwv 
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§) Oak, Cherry, Mahogany 
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: Finest Assortment Hardwoods. 
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ALL LUMBER UNDER SHEDS. 


R. J. MUNHALL LUMBER CO. 


22nd St., South Side - ~- 


PITTSBURG, PA. 

















HIGH GRADE 
200,000 FEET 
{x2 16-Foot 


Bone Dry WHITE 
No. 3 PINE 


ROUGH OR DRESSED, 
ON CUR CLEVELAND YARD. 
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If you want something fine send your 
order quick, for this lot will be ‘‘snapped 
up” inahurry. Satisfaction guaranteed. 


The Nicola Bros. Gompany, 


PITTSBURG, PENN. 





























Wholesale Lumber 


NORWAY, WHITE 
AND YELLOW 


PINE 


OUR SPECIALTY—HEMLOCK. = 
HEMLOCK MILLS, LAMONA, LA. 


LAMONA LUMBER CO., Pittsburg, Pa, 
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Western Massachusetts. 

Pittsfield, Mass., was simply a good old fashioned town 
til, if | am not mistaken, it reached a stage when it 
was the largest unincorporated town in the United States, 
its population being nearly 20,000, Now it is a quarter 
larger than that, is a full fledged city, and as L write 
this the municipal election is being held. The roads 
in this entire section of country are naturally hard, 
and until recently they served the purpose of the people 
of Pittsfield admirably, but now they are feeling their 
city oats and this season have spent $100,000 in paving 
the streets. Berkshire, the name of the county in which 
the city is loeated, is historic ground from one edge 
to the other, and if a man could live on history instead 
of bread and butter he would get fat, without its cost- 
ing him a cent. 

There are few who would attempt to tell how many 
rich New Yorkers have residences among the Berkshire 
hills. Yesterday J was in Lenox and associated with 
some of the 400 to the extent that [ passed their summer 
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homes. It is said that one of these homes cost $1,000,000 
and has 100 bedrooms. The grounds and buildings are 
got up regardless of cost, but outside of their homes 
these wealthy people want everything as primitive as 
possible. The streets are lighted with kerosene lamps 
which set on posts. They did not even want an electric 
car running through the town. The upper ten can ride 
behind their fine horses and the herd can hoof it. These 
fine residences stretch over the country for miles, and 
when one of them is built the contract is generally let 
in New York, yet generally it has been necessary for 
the contractor to buy a great deal of material locally, 
J. H. Butler, of the J. H. Butler Lumber Company, tell- 
ing me that nearly all season he had a team running to 
one of these mansions that was being built by New York 
contractors. 

You know that back west we have read of the farms 
in the east being deserted, which they tell me held true 
to an extent in this section. ‘The soil became depleted, 
the boys went, off to the cities, but these New Yorkers 
have stepped in and helped things materially by buying 
many of the farms, putting them in order and building 
thereon fine residences. Emigration has also come in to 
some extent, the foolish foreigners stopping here instead 
of hiking on to the west, where if they should dig a 
well they wouldn’t strike the bottom of the rich soil. 


Good Yards. 

There are three better yards in Pittsfield than IL was 
expecting to see. And three is the limit. Yesterday 
I was in Dalton, a thriving manufacturing town of 
3,500, two or three miles out of Pittsfield, and was told 
there was no yard there, everything in the shape of 
lumber being drawn from the larger town. TI said to 
the gentlemen accompanying me that under like condi- 
tions farther west Pittsfield would have about five yards 
and Dalton one or two. 

To clean up as I go along, [ will tell you what my 
mission in Dalton was. F. G. Ferry, of C. 8. Ferry 
& Son, asked me to go there to see the mill in which all 
the paper is made on which government prints its bank 
bills. Ex-Governor Crane, who was invited by President 
Roosevelt to accept a position in his cabinet as secretary 
of the treasury, is one of the owners of the mill, and 
possibly he may have some kind of a pull in this paper 
business. I can’t say, but you know there is such a 
thing as pull in politics. It is very likely that if you 


and I owned a paper mill, could make just as- good - 


paper as the Cranes do, and should offer to furnish 
government with its paper at a less price than it is 
now paying, we would get turned down cold. That is 
neither here nor there, however; we don’t care who 
makes the paper if only we can get hold of the bills 
after they are printed, do we? 

The American flag constantly floats over this mill, 
and Unele Sam has guards inside who superintend the 
counting and see that every sheet made is passed over 
to their boss. Tf you or T were found with a picee of 





this paper an inch square in our possession the penalty 
would be a fine of $5,000, or fifteen years in the peni- 
tentiary; consequentiy Mr. Ferry and I didn’t try to 
sneak any of it. The paper is made of linen pulp, and 
all that distinguishes it from the paper that is made jn 
a mill higher up the stream for the bank bills of the 
Canadian government is the silk fiber that runs through 
it. How this fiber is incorporated in the paper ig not 
known outside the mill. Each sheet is large enough for 
four bills, and when the packages are shipped they go 
under guard until they are receipted for by the express 
company. The most of the linen rags are imported, yet 
it is barely possible that the clippings from the bosoms 
and wristbands of our shirts are floating around the 
country in the form of government bank notes, and jt 
is food for thought that government can make these 
clippings into paper, then stamp the paper so it jg 
worth more than all the shirts we will ever have oy 
our backs. 

The firm of C. S. Ferry & Son now consists of two 


brothers, C. K. and I. G. The Ferry — shed 
is said to be one of the best in western 
Massachusetts. In the wareroom are — samples 
of the front doors which are used in this 


section. The fancy glass panels with pictures of trees, 
deer, and pretty maidens at early morn brushing the 
dew from the grass with their little feet are behind me, 
Such gewgaws don’t go here. For a panel it is either 
a plain glass or beveled plate. I have kept an eye out 
and in the whole city of Pittsfield I have not seen a 
fancy panel in a front door. In this respect is the east 
ahead of the west, or the west of the east? I should 
get my hair pulled if I decided either way, so Ill gay 
that the whole caboodle of ’em are very artistic in their 
tastes, 

Charles D. Butler, of the Berkshire Lumber Company, 
said he had been expecting me this way for the past six 
years. Formerly he was with the J. H. Butler Lumber 
Company, and latterly he and his son broke away from 
the parent firm and established the Berkshire. Mr, But 
ler is one of the mighty hunters, and I think the whole 
3utler family are given to the chase. In the office of the 
Butler company I heard a good deal about hunting, and 
there is a head of a moose hanging on the wall, as there 
is also in the office of the Berkshire Lumber Company, 
Last month Charles D. shot the largest moose in New 
Brunswick that has been brought from the woods of 
that province for years, The animal weighed 1,500 
pounds, the antlers 75 pounds, had a spread of 65 
inches, and the blades were four and a third feet long, 
rom the way Mr. Butler held his head you may know 
he was proud. The hind man was carrying some portion 
of the moose that was cooked in camp. When Mr. But- 
ler is in the woods with rifle and camera he enjoys 
himself as well as though he were selling lumber. 

The sheds of the Berkshire Lumber Company are 
rather odd looking from the fact that ground was searee. 
Mr. Butler says it was not his desire to go so far toward 
the clouds, but it was unavoidable. He has two half 
open sheds, one 18x135 feet, the other 18x150, both 28 


feet high, the distance divided into three decks, The 
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shorter one is of brick, and is sided with steel and roofed 
with gravel. 

Mr. Butler asked me to ride ten miles with him to se 
a patch of second growth white pine. He has cut 200; 
000 feet on fifteen acres, some of the trees running 
three and a half feet in diameter and furnishing four 
16-foot logs to the limbs. Mr. Butler thinks that the 
stumpage would be worth $5 a thousand, though hack 
in New York it was priced to me as high as $12. At 
most invariably it is eut by portable mills, though I saw 
a few stationary ones, of a very low grade, with native 
pine logs piled around them. ‘The prevailing dimension 
is Maine spruce, and a shingle that is sold as much a8 
all others is of white cedar made in New Brunswick. 
North Carolina pine is used extensively. 


The Grave of a Humorist. 
The bright wit and quaint philosophy of Josh Billings 


took such a hold on the American people that notwith- 
standing the humorist died in 1885 strangers to 
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where he is buried, are constantly visiting his 
Yes,’’ said the eonductor of the electric car 
isses the cemetery, ‘‘first and last a great many 
jeople ask to be let off at the grave yard and ask in 
nat section of it Josh Billings’ grave can be found. 
here are many stones in this cemetery which have 
peen standing more than 100 years, and it is noticeable 
that back there monuments had not become fashionable. 
Whether rich or poor, big or little, a headstone marked 
the grave, caste being confined to the living. It was 
in this cemetery, near his birth place, that Josh Billings 
desired to be buried. His wife, who died later, is buried 

, side. 
angel | heard a lady seriously remark that Josh 
Billings must be a very ignorant man to spell as he 
did. The most of us know better than this, though pos- 
sibly few of us have been aware of the educational 
advantages he enjoyed. He prepared for college at 
Lenox academy, a small, two story building in Lenox, 
in which several of the lights of the state studied. 
‘rom here he entered Hamilton college, at Clinton, N. 
Y., though it is not on record that he graduated from 
that institution. His father, Squire Shaw, was a man 
of great learning and of wide reputation, It is on 
record that he was wont to confound the theologian by 
argument, and in matters of law could instruct the 
average lawyer. It is said that had Henry Clay been 
president Josh Billings’ father would have been ap- 
pointed secretary of state, Thus by inheritance and 
preparation the great humorist came to his work of ana- 
lysing human nature thoroughly capable of doing it. 
“The oldest inhabitants say that physically Josh Bill- 
ings was very lazy, not bearing in mind, perhaps, that 
in the prosecution of his work he expended a greater 
amount of vital energy than did any of his neighbors 
who held the plow. He was a man who detested set 
methods. It was his delight to sit on the porch of the 
little hotel of the town and talk with those who would 
gather around him. On the oeeasion of a menagerie 
visiting the place he appointed himself lecturer, going 
from cage to cage, describing in his droll way the habits 
of the animals, with a delighted crowd at his heels. 

The following is the best true story [ have heard of 
him: Before he became famous as a writer he used 
often to act as auctioneer, a business that gave him 
a desired scope for the exercise of his peculiar talent. 
On going to fill an engagement as ecryer, as it was called, 
he diseovered that the old farmer had stored out of 
sight the most desirable articles, thinking it was the 
best policy to work off the cheap stuff first. To this 
Hien Shaw, as he was then known, objected, and to 
emphasize his objection threw in a big dose of profanity. 
A friend on hearing him, said, ‘‘Ifen, that won’t do. 
The man you are selling this stuff for is very religious, 
and your swearing will be objectionable to him.’’ ‘Oh, 
[ don’t know why it should be objectionable to him,’’ 
replied Shaw; ‘‘he prays and | swear and neither of us 
means a blank word he says.’’ 

The first of Mr. Shaw’s humorous writings were pub- 
lished under the pen name of ‘‘Sled Stake,’’ but tney 
did not go, and although he wrote no better when they 
appeared signed ‘‘ Josh Billings’’ they commanded a 
worldwide hearing. There are those who are of the opin- 
ion that had the nom de plum of ‘‘Sled Stake’’ been 
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retained Mr. Shaw would have died unknown to fame— 
* question that it is of course senseless to discuss. 


Springfield Interests. 


you knew to the contrary you might think 
that on the way from Pittsfield to Springfield you 
would pass through a banana belt, or at least a level 
country dotted with villages and farm houses, but you 
a uot. Soon after leaving the first named eity the 
‘comotive begins to wheeze, and the passenger is con- 


Unless 


scious that he is getting the worth of his money by 
being hauled up a steep grade. From this on it is up 
and down and around curves, in order to get through 
the tall, seraggy hills which are on either side of the 
track, 

Springfield is called the City of Homes, many of these 
homes being more pretentious than my ranch out on my 
3-acre Iowa farm. One of the sights of the town is 
a million-dollar high school building, and another an 
old church that stands near the center of the town in 
which services have been conducted for more than a cen- 
tury and a half. The United States armory occupies a 
beautiful site, and here are manufactured the Spring- 
field rifles which are in use in the army. The immense 
factory from which is turned out the Smith & Wesson 
revolver is also here, the proprietor (Mr. Smith is dead) 
living in a house that cost a million. How many human 
lives have been lost through the medium of the small 
arms which have been manufactured in Springfield it 
would be impossible to compute. 

Back on the road I was told by a traveling salesman 
that I would not find a lumber business of much interest 





MASSACHUSETTS NATIVE WIDITE 


PINE LOGS. 


in Springfield, but I think that the fellow does not sell 
much lumber here. It makes a sight of difference, you 
know. It must have been a good town in which to sell 
lumber, as there are entire sections in which the roofs 
of the buildings have not taken on the appearance of 
age. 

Big and Fine Plant. 

Charles 8. Potter, manager of the Hampden Lumber 
Company, is a young man, but he presides over a mighty 
fine plant. He touched my heart when he said that the 
next time I came to Springfield he would have a trotting 
horse, the nearest he can come to it now being a bull 
dog that was so glad to see me that I was afraid of 
him. 

The yard covers more than six acres. The mill is 
60x300 feet and was originally built for stock work, but, 
as it was said to me, ‘‘ When trade lightened up, Paine 
of Oshkosh and others in the west came in here with 
their goods, and this factory could not successfully com- 
pete with them.’’ That in stock work an eastern factory 
cannot compete with those of the west is a story that 
has often been repeated to me. If there is such a thing 
as science in manufacturing the proprietors of the stock 
sash and door factories of the northwest have attained 
it, as they are not only able to tell to the fraction of a 
cent the cost of sash and doors but how many muscular 
movements are required to produce them. 

A word regarding the construction of this mill may 
be of benefit to some future builder. From the very 
start insurance authorities were consulted, the object be- 
ing to reduce the risk from the standpoint of the men 
who are paid to take this risk. ‘‘The usual way is to 
build a factory and then get it insured,’’ Mr. Potter re- 
marked. ‘‘And then complain of a high rate, when no 
pains has been taken to comply with the conditions 
which make a low rate,’’ I chipped in. Before this mill 
was built it was pretty well known what the rate would 
be. The millis thoroughly equipped with machinery, is 
as busy as a bee hive, and insurance is obtained for 
$1.10. I don’t think I have ever before known of so 
cheap a rate on a woodworking plant. Within the past 
few months I have seen mills the rate on which was 
regarded as prohibitive and no insurance was earried. 

When it was ascertained that the manufacture of stock 
goods would not pay the property passed into the hands 
of the retail concern, as named above, its card reading, 
‘‘Tumber Merchants and General Woodworkers.’’ The 
company does no contracting in the sense that the Ohio 
and Pennsylvania retail dealers contract, but sells ex- 
clusively to builders and contractors, the product often 
going a long distance. If I am any judge of such things 
a superior line of goods is turned out—at any rate 
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E MAKE a specialty of LONG LEAF 
W YELLOW PINE CONSTRUCTION 
TIMBERS and will cut to order 

virgin stock up to 70 feet in length. 

We also furnish Construction Timbers of 
Oregon Fir. Norway Pine, Hemlock and White 
Oak. 

We ship direct from the mills and can de- 
liver promptly anything required. 

Write for delivered price on “Anything in 
Lumber.” 
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American Lumber @ 


Mig. Co. 


PITTSBURG, PA. 


Exclusive sales agent Florala Saw Mill Co., 
Florala, Ala., manufacturers of Long Leaf Yel- 
low Pine, and sales agent for McCormick and 
Rock Creek Lumber Co., McCormick, Wash., 
manufacturers of Oregon Fir. 
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PENN* DOOR © SASH CO, 


PITTSBURG 
PHILADELPHIA 
NEW YORK CITY 

MANUFACTURERS & DEALERS 
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A Perfect Balance 
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unless the separate pieces 
are put together properly. x 


SCHIEREN BELTING 
Runs Straight 


because of our longitudinal 
lapconstruction, Ofcourse 
the leather is of unusual 
excellence, as we have 
explained in our new 
“ Dixie Belt Leather 
Book.” 
Wanta copy? 


CHAS. A. SCHIEREN @ CO., 


Chicago: 90 Franklin St. - Denver: 1624 Sixteenth 8t. 
t. 







New York: 43 Ferry 8 Hamburg, Germany: 
Pittsburg: 242 Third Ave. Pickhuben 4. 
Boston: 190 Lincoln St. Leather Tanneries 
Philadelphia: 224 No. Third 8t. Bristol, Tenn. 


LOUIS P. RICE & CO., New Orleans, La., Southern Agents 
s 
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Specialties: 


6-inch White Pine Siding. 


(2-inch No. 2 White Pine 
Boards, (6 feet. 


14 & 1% inch Shop Com. 














Very complete stock of 
everything in the way 
of WHITE PINE and 
HEMLOCK, 


Ask for Prices We use Telecode, 











Last Chance 


— This Year — 
To Secure a Good Stock. 











4-in. 12to16ft. C and Better Norway. 
6 “ 12 to 16 “ “ “ “ 
6-8-10 “ “ “ “ 
18 & 20 “ “ “ “ 
2x4“ 10 to 16 “ “ce “ “ 
2x6“ 12to16 “ White Pine Tank Plank. 
12 to 16 “ “ “ “ “ 
2x10“ 12to16 
2x12“ 12to16‘° ‘* 
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YAWKEY LUMBER CO., 
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quality is what they brag about. An arch window for 
a church, 20 feet across, was in course of construction, 
as were stave porch columns which were 20 feet long 
and 28 inches in diameter-—the latter for a residence in 
New Jersey. Mr, Potter pointed out a flat building, with 
sixty apartments, which he is furnishing, the finish being 
ash principally. It looks a little odd to see doors in 
this factory one side veneered with mahogany and the 
reverse side with pine. The machinery is driven by a 
500-horse power engine, and there is a row of common 
sense dry kilns as long as the moral law. The original 
cost of the plant was $200,000. 


The Hampden Company’s Sheds. 

The principal shed is a monster, being 60x300 feet, 
40 feet high, with a capacity of 3,000,000 feet. As the 
shed has four decks it takes some climbing to store the 
lumber in the upper decks. I remember remarking 
that if a man should fall from the third platform 
he would be a goner. There is a car track [aid on 





CHARLES D. BUTLER ON NEW BRUNSWICK HUNT- 
ING GROUNDS. 


cither side of the shed, and when the doors which are 
intended for both the admission of lumber and ven- 
tilation are open the shed is only half enclosed. 

At the end of this shed there is another for the 
storage of spruce, that is 40x160 feet, of the wide, 
open type. There is no hemlock dimension here car- 
ried in stock. Spruce, 2x4-16, sells for $25, due largely 
to the fact, probably, that there is a Springfield lum- 
ber dealers’ association. In the yard there is a large 
quantity of native pine, some of it of excellent qual- 
ity. I was shown 4-inch stuff that was bought for 
$25, and I am a ghost if the same grade in the west 
would not bring $60. Many of the native logs are 
not butted, and when sawed they are slashed through 
and through, the bark left on. It is a cheap, good 
lumber, and considerable of it here, as elsewhere, goes 
into factory work. We saw a team in the street haul- 
ing a big load of this lumber and Mr. Potter said 
that doubtless the owner had it sawed with a portable 
and was now bringing it to market, not knowing prob- 
ably to whom it would be sold. I was told back on 
this trip that the yard men lose many sales which 
they otherwise would make were it not for this native 
timber. When a farmer is going to build a house or 
barn and has timber there is nothing more natural 
than that he should draw upon his own supply. He 
hires a portable, has the timber sawed into dimension 
and lumber; and not only this but when the mill is set 
the timber owner has more lumber sawed than he will 
use himself, and consequently will sell it to his neigh- 
bors at the same price the yard men in town will pay, 
which suits him as well and the neighbors much better 
than it would to pay regular yard prices. There is 
no telling how long this native timber will last. ‘‘ Talk 
about our timber being gone,’’ said Mr. Potter, ‘‘ those 
4-inch plank there that you have been admiring were 
eut within ten miles of Springfield.’’ 

Mr. Potter threw open some doors, remarking, ‘‘ This 
is our warming room.’’ Wise young man! I have 
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advocated the warm room so much that I am about 
tired talking of it. I know it would increase tle 
trade of thousands of the yard men of the country, and 
that at slight expense. Some of the leading dealers 
are putting them in, and when they have done so they 


a 
do, indeed, lead. ‘‘I wish you wouldn’t say mye) 
about the warm room,’’ a yard man remarked to me 
‘fas I am selfish enough to want to enjoy the advan. 
tage of the one I put in a year ago. The other 
dealers here have not got to it yet, and I am sellin, 
flooring right away from them. The contractorg like 
it, for when they use thoroughly dry flooring they 
do not have it poked at them by the man who pays 
the bill that they laid green lumber.’’ That ig the 
way every man talks who has one of these rooms 
‘* Unquestionably it sells lumber,’’ said Mr. Potter, — 

The Hampden warm rooms will hold 150,000 feet 
and are heated by exhaust steam from the factory 
The temperature is kept low, there being just enough 
heat to prevent the lumber from absorbing moisture 
I should judge that the mereury stood at about 70. 
at any rate that would be high enough. } 


A New Yard. 


The D. A. Blodgett Lumber Company is well out of 
the city. I should say that Mr. Blodgett is a Yankee 
Ile is wide awake and his competitors say that he 
knows his business. He sells some lumber at whole- 
sale, this branch being carried on under his indi- 
vidual name; the whole business, however, belongs to 
E. A. Blodgett, the company existing only on paper, 
The plant is a new one, and the good natured Trish 
foreman volunteered the information that it was liter. 
ally pitched in a swamp and that it has been necessary 
to fill in without end. : 

Mr. Blodgett remarked that his shed was the best in 
western Massachusetts, and while I knew he was mis. 
taken we had no words over it. It is a shed that 
answers the purpose fairly well, however, and if every 
yard man had as good one the majority of us would be 
happier than we are.. This shed is a three decker, with 
bins 18 feet deep, the alley 25 feet wide, the structure 
60 feet wide and 160 feet long. The bins are eight 
feet from center to center, the lower two seven feet 
high and the top one six feet. 

Here I also found a warm room that will hold two 
cars of lumber, and in it stored maple and oak 
flooring principally. Next to the shed is located some 
sort of cement works, so Mr. Blodgett buys exhaust 
steam from these works, pipes it across the alley and 
into his warm room. We will give Springfield the 
credit of having two of these modern appliances, which 
is more than any other town of its size has, so far as 
I have been informed. I know of only one other town, 
hig or little, that has two, that is provided Mr. Koteh- 
er, of Detroit, has his in operation; if not I should be 
unable, outside of Springfield, to name the two-warm- 
room town. 

I hope it will not be thought by any yard man who 
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reads this that exhaust steam is necessary to operate 
a warm room. Any heat will answer—even the heat 
from the sun when beating on a flat roof has answered 
fairly well. By actual count I suppose there are sev- 
eral thousand yard men who could heat warm rooms 
through the fall, winter and spring with the surplus 
heat from their offices that would cost them nothing 
except for the pipes to convey it—but they don’t do 
. We are a lot of slobmagullions, to make the best 
or us. 

At the office of the City Lumber Company one of 
the proprietors was filing a buzz saw on the window 
sill that made such a blamed racket that I was afraid 
I ‘might split my throat open talking, so I went. The 
business of this company is carried on in small space, 
occupying a section of the long, brick building that 
formerly was the Boston & Albany car shops. 

I locked for R. B. Currier, president of the Spring: 
fild Lumber Company, a concern of considerable siz?, 
but was told that he was out of town hustling for 
wholesale trade. In this section of the country the 
dealers have a great way of mixing the wholesale and 
retail business. It is said that when on the road Mr. 
Currier goes at a regular jack rabbit gait, not a young 
man in his line being able to lead him, J had met 
Mr. Currier and wanted him to show me over his re 
tail establishment. A big bulk of news is constantly 
slipping away from me from not seeing the right men 
at the yards visited. Occasionally there is a man com 
nected with a firm who doesn’t care to talk—in fact It 
isn’t his business to talk; there are others who mean 
well but do not know the ropes, while others don’t givé 
a blank anyway. And so it goes. 
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Kinds of Woods Used. 

Rice & Lockwood, who dispense lumber to the yard 
men of this territory, tell me that longleaf yellow pine 
ig coming into use more and more, and that Pacific 
ptt product is pushing its way in larger volume. 
Fred 8. Morse, who has made something of a specialty 
of white pine, says that its consumption is decreasing. 
A peculiarity in this section is that ash predom- 
inates as an inside finishing wood, a dealer giving it 
as his opinion that 75 percent of the medium priced 
houses in the city are of this finish. The lumber 
comes to a considerable extent from Canada, is bastard 
sawed and when put in place is frequently stained dark 
in imitation of weather oak. Poplar finds a place for 
inside work. 

—_ eheap finish North Carolina pine—a shortleaf 
yellow pine—is used, and in instances northern spruce. 
Cypress is edging in everywhere and enjoys a reputa- 
tion of which it would feel proud were it anything but 
dumb wood. There is really no wood that can claim a 
monopoly these days, except it be in a very limited 
territory, those from the north, south, east and west 
selling side by side, the volume of consumption of 
each varying in different towns according to the tastes 
of the consumers and the ability of the dealers to push 
their favorites. The advent of a dealer in a town may 
change the whole trend of things. He may take up a 
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SHED OF THE LUMBER COMPANY, AT 
new wood, to follow suit the others may do the same, 
and in this way old woods are to an extent thrown 
out and new ones let in. There is much white pine 
beveled siding still used in this territory, and one 
would know that he is sniffing the lumber atmosphere 
of Boston from the fact that this siding is wanted in 
short lengths, and that the carpenters when siding a 
building begin at the top. 

Seventy-five percent of the shingles sold hereabouts 
are New Brunswick white cedar; though whether they 
come from that Canadian province or from Maine they 
go under the same name. The standard thickness is 
5 to 2%, no pains is taken to quarter saw them, anil 
their lasting quality is never questioned. They are 
well manufactured and packed in a workmanlike way. 
There is heard no opposing voice to the opinion ex- 
pressed by the dealers that they are the best shingle 


on earth, 
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PUGET SOUND NEWS. 


SeaTtLe, Wasu., Nov. 5.—E. H. Lewis, of Lewis & 
Hughes, left yesterday morning for San Francisco. He 
was accompanied by Thomas Riggs, a former promi- 
nent lumberman of this city. Mr. Lewis will go east 
from California and make a complete and extensive 
tour of the states, expecting to be absent five or six 
months. He will study lumber conditions thoroughly. 

Victor H. Beckman has returned from a tour of the 
northern counties, having made a personal investiga- 
tion of the shingle situation among the mills. 

W. B. Nettleton, of Schwager & Nettleton, who has 
been making an extensive tour of the eastern lumber 
consuming states, is expected home next week. 

John W. Palmer, of the John W. Palmer Company, 
was in Bellingham for a few days this week. He says 
that orders are coming in fairly well but notes a dis- 
position on the part of buyers to wait until prices de- 
cline further. He does not think that prices will fall 
lower and anticipates that the buyers now holding off 
will find they are making a mistake. 

J. C. Benson, of Clark county, is in Seattle and 
Says that logging operations in the vicinity of Van- 
couver are quiet, many of the camps having shut down 
until after the first of the year. He says that the cut 
in lumber prices has incensed the loggers and they will 
cut no more until prices are normal. Loggers who 
have been booming logs at the mouth of the Duwam- 
ish river have received notification from the local 
United States engineers’ office that the booms must be 
removed, on the ground that it is against the federal 
statutes to establish anything in navigable streams 
that may interfere with navigation of steamers. It 
18 believed that the situation will be relieved, and 
that the order ig merely some federal red tape. 

Ernest Hammer, a Skagit county mill man, says that 
the lumber mills and shingle mills of his county are clos- 











ing down until after the first of the year. There are 
several reasons assigned for the shutting down, one 
being that the season is too wef to work in the camps 
and the_otker that it is a good time to shut down, owing 
to the approach of the holidays, and that a month or six 
weeks’ cessation will have a material effect on the 
stiffening of prices. 

It is given out from semi-official sources that on De- 
cember 10 a majority of the logging camps of this 
state will simultaneously shut ‘down operations for a 
period of seven weeks. This action was decided upon 
at a meeting of loggers representing various portions 
of the state held this week in this city at the office of 
S. G. Simpson, one of the largest loggers on the coast. 
A committee was appointed to draft plans for the or- 
ganization of a selling company. The loggers present 
decided to sell logs for the present at the following 
prices: No. 2, $4.50 a thousand; merchantable, $7 a 
thousand; extra long sticks $1 a thousand additional. 
The loggers believe that they will be able to maintain 
prices, thus ensuring a liberal profit for themselves and 
at the same time guarantee good wages to the work- 
men, 

It has developed that when President Howard Elli- 
ott, of the Northern Pacific railway, was on Puget 
sound recently he promised the lumbermen in meeting 
at Tacoma that he would recommend to the directors 
of the road that additional cars to take care of next 
season’s lumber eut be built this winter. Lumbermen 
and shingle men believe that the car situation next year 
will not be by any means a repetition of the deplorable 
conditions prevailing during the season just closing. 
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NOVEMBER BUILDING IN PHILADELPHIA. 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa., Dec. 7.—The report of the bureau 
of building inspection for November shows that 602 
permits for 911 operations, estimated to cost $1,472,165, 
were issued. This shows a decrease of $644,085 from 
the corresponding period of last year. There was also an 
all around decrease from the previous month, October of 
this year, the permits being 112 and the operations 157 
less. The estimated cost decreased $378,940. This fall- 
ing off is entirely accounted for by the unsettled state 
of labor matters. 

Of the permits issued in November there were 53 for 
343 two, three and four-story dwellings to cost $642,200. 
Below is given in detail the statement for the month: 

CHARACTER, Pe rmits, —s Est. cost, 

. » 





Dwellings, 2-story ......cccscece 3 479,000 
Dwellings, $-story ...........e0. 1: } 83,000 
Dwellings, 4-story .............. 2 7 80,000 
Alterations and additions........ 168 171 212,635 
TE RETINONUDD.¢. 55k'sa 6 oa coh wa ae we 227 60,080 
PS a eae ee ee 5o 18 275 
MENG i a cigs oc weets.ewee come teas 22 22 25,950 
SS ere 5 5 197,300 
WII /90'e ct ao nk dca eb Grewal awe 6 6 55,100 
Office buildings 2 2 4,000 
ME a hc pie Pe a eRe -wote es 4 9 9,400 
We RNNINNNIN  arvich a odies. ore nce ae 3 3 6,000 
Engine houses 3 3 12,000 
POEEO GWOTMIMGD «oc cccccccvesecn 1 2 2,800 
SN Jalna ge@mv.rdawilies cece 2 2 10,000 
RR aes dhe enh com Ue eae esta 4 4 210,000 
ee ONS cnt cael e wekewseae ee 17 19 4,750 
Fireproofing hatches ............ 34 $4 1,675 

MU on cacancw aed cee 602 911 $1,472,165 


IN AND ABOUT WAUSAU. 


WAUSAU, WIs., Dec. 9.—J. C. Shekey and F. A. Hueb- 
ner, of Johnson’s Creek, Jefferson county, Wis., have 
purchased the Slimmer saw mill at Pine River, Lin- 
coln county, paying therefor $10,000. The new pro- 
prietors are preparing to stock the mill for early 
sawing. 

The Hamburg saw mill, owned by Robert Nickel, 
of this city, will be stocked with logs this winter by 
the Wausau Lumbér Company at Edgar. About 4,000,- 
000 feet of lumber will be sawed at that mill. 

J", H. Morse, of Morse Bros., dealers in ship material 
and boat builders of Bath, Me., visited J. B. Dunni- 
gan, of this city, a few days ago. Mr. Morse was here 
in search of tamarack lumber for ship building pur- 
poses. 

The sleighing is fine and log haulers have begun draw- 
ing logs to the mills for immediate sawing. 

J. B. Dunnigan, representing the lumber firm of 
Mershon, Schuette, Parker & Co., of Saginaw, Mich., 
in this city, has just completed a large shipment of 
pine lumber from Rhinelander to Scotland, and is now 
engaged in completing a shipment to South Africa. 
Good lumber, he says, is not all gone. One purchase of 
five ears made recently for eastern shipment was 
valued at $7,000. 





Building Prospects Good. 


Norwicu, N. D., Dec. 5.—Stocks in general are lighter 
than they were last season at this time. Trade has been 
fairly good this fall and collections, while slow, are better 
than I expected after the September storm. That storm did 
a lot of damage and left the farmers in bad shape financially. 
Zankers seem conservative and money is hard to get, except 
on land. There will be some building this winter, I think 
as much if not more than there was last. Wholesalers are 
having to hunt for all the trade they get and some of them 
are making concessions. J. H. SHrrkKey. 
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A Satisfactory Trade. 


MAYVILLE, N. D., Dee. 4.—About 35 pesoent of our crop 
has been marketed. The crop in this vicinity was very good 
and the price is very satisfactory. There is plenty of money 
in the banks throughout this section; in fact there is more 
money on deposit in our local banks than ever before in their 
history. Collections are good. Lumber stocks are smaller 
than those usually carried at this season. In this section 
there is no winter trade except on fuel. Altogether business 
has been generally satisfactory during the past season. 











Are You 
the 
Right Man 


American Lumber Company, of Wisconsin, 
was incorporated in 1899 to take over and de- 
velop the surplus business of Holt Lumber 
Company in excess of the capacity of its 
works at Oconto. It secured a yard and de- 
veloped planing mill facilities first at West 
Superior, Wis., and began operations in April, 
1900. In 1902 it had outgrown its plant at 
West Superior, and upon the destruction of 
its mill by fire it secured very much larger 
plant at West Duluth, Minn., and moved its 
shipping headquarters to that point. At this 
point it has exceptional facilities. 

The business has increased to such an ex- 
tent that it has outgrown the ability of the 
personnel of the company to keep up with the 
increasing demands when taken in connection 
with the largely increased demands made 
upon these men by their other operations. 

The location is believed to be the most 
favorable of any in the Northwest for opera- 
tions during the next ten or fifteen years. 
The plant is located at the strategie point 
which is the price-making point and the cen- 
ter of supply of the greatest bulk of lumber 
which will be manufactured at any center 
during the next ten years in the Lake district. 
Opportunities for enlargement of the business 
have had to be declined for lack of time to 
give them the necessary attention. Oppor- 
tunities are now being considered which 
would require the separation of the force and 
which cannot be availed of except by increas- 
ing the efficient personnel of the organization. 


Our location gives us the first chance at all 
lumber which is being manufactured upon the 
Lake Front and in the interior at the Head 
of the Lakes, with a water-competition rate 
for rail shipment. We are also in close touch 
with the White Cedar situation and could 
greatly increase the profitable operation of 
our business in that direction. 


It has always been a part of the plan of 
this company to include in its operations the 
handling of Pacific Coast products, and thus 
perpetuate the life of the company beyond 
the period of White Pine production. The 
water-front facilities and the great demand 
which will develop in the mining territory for 
-acifie Coast products puts this location in a 
elass by itself for the development of that 
business. 


No point is so favorably located for the de- 
velopment of a large Box Shook industry, and 
at our plant we have capacity to install and 
operate ten sets of saws, or more, under most 
favorable conditions of economy. 

Somewhere in the country are the men 
whom we will be glad to have associated with 
us in the perpetuation and development of 
this business. We wish to get into touch with 
such men and to select from the number the 
right men for the places. We want thor- 
oughly efficient and trustworthy men who can 
relieve the president and vice president of the 
company of a portion of their responsibility. 
The question of capital would be of secondary 
consideration and no offer which does not in- 
elude the personal and effective service of the 
parties will be considered. 

Please address the president personally by 
mail. No interview except by appointment. 


GEO. H. HOLT, President, 
Manhattan Bidg., Chicago. 


W. A. HOLT, Vice-President, 
Oconto, Wisconsin. 
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BEIDLER & BINSON LUMBER COMPANY. 
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QELS E LY ELSB 
G Send us your RUSH ORDERS for 


LUMBER, LATH 
AND SHINGLES. & 


We have every Facility for shipping your 
orders immediately on receipt 








C. A. Paltzer Lumber Co., 


OFFICE AND YARD, 
4) Archer Ave. and Quarry St, - CHICAGO. 


DOSY OOSRASSRB 








Geo. E. Woop Lumber Co. 


MILLS AT WOODBORO, WIS. 


WISCONSIN 
PINE LUMBER 


Main Office, Room 1214, 135 Adams St., 


CHICAGO. 


We use the Telecode. 


























To the Trade: 





WE ARE THE PEOPLE FOR 


WHITE PINE 


LUMBER, LATH AND SHINGLES 





Strips and Siding, with some Dimension. 
Can give QUICK SHIPMENT! 


Send us your orders including some items 
you particularly need, such as : 


Wide B, C&D Select; | 10-In. 10-Ft. No. 2; 
i'4-In. C & B Select; | 12-In. 18-Ft. No, 2. 


WE SOLICIT YOUR ORDERS. 


Rice Lake Lumber Co. 


RICE LAKE, WIS, 











LAD 


SMINGLES 


DULCK SHIPE 


LAIRD-NORTON (0.| 


WINONA MINN 








: We carry a well assorted stock of Boards, ; 
C4 





EXAMPLE XVI. 

This shed of T. H. Earle & Co., Darlington, Wis., is 
a modification of a type that is not often seen. It is 
a style of structure which shows how applicable the 
hood and platform are to the commonest kind of shed. 


The bents are eight feet apart, the stone on which 


SHED OF T. H,. EARLE & CO., DARLINGTON, WIS. 


each post rests being two feet square. For the lower 
bearings No. 2 2x12—16 are used, one placed each side 
of every post and spiked to it. The upper bearings 
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SECTIONAL VIEW OF THE T. H. PARLE & CO. SHED. 
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are 4x6, resting on the 2x10 that projects to form the 
support for the walk. Attached to the rear of the 
structure is a shed under which timber is stored 
lengthwise. 





CHAPTER XVII. 
To Exclude Animals and Birds. 


Thousands of feet of lumber have been removed in 
order to get at the carcass of a cat or dog, the stench 
from which made existence on the premises next to 
unbearable. In an eastern town a polecat found its 
way into a shed and took peaceful possession of the 
alley, but when the man who opens up in the morning 
sought to depose him there was the usual result. 
These unpleasant events are comparatively rare, but 
they are easily guarded against. A score of rabbits 
were seen scampering along by the side of a shed, 
dodging under here and there, which might not be ob- 
jectionable provided that when they die from old age 
or disease they would take to the open. This they 
naturally would not do, and it was the testimony of the 
yard man that at times the air of the sheds had been 
polluted by what he supposed was dead rabbit. Of 
course cats, dogs and rabbits can be kept out of a shed 
if the owner of it so elect. Often there is an open 
space under the shed entirely around the building, and 
unless this is closed the shed may be the animals’ play- 
ground if they so choose. The doors which open in the 
rear of the piles—if there be such—can be covered 
with wire, ordinary poultry netting answering every 
purpose. It is desirable that the air around any busi- 
ness premises be clean and sweet and the lumber yard 
too often offers strong inducement for the conditions 
to be the reverse of this. 

The English sparrows which universally are regarded 
as a pest make themselves at home in many a shed, 
chattering in groups, nesting on the timbers, and _ be- 


fouling the lumber over which they visit and hatch. 
A few of them would canse no comment, but a few hun- 





dreds are quite another thing. Boys have been hired 
to shoot them, but death does not thin their ranks; no 
sooner is one shot than its double takes its place, The 
happy thought struck a Wisconsin yard man that he 
would poison the sparrows which thickly infested his 
shed. He soaked wheat in arsenic, climbed to the peak 
of the shed, nailed boards there and on the boards 
scattered the wheat. Then he took a position in the 
alley expecting to have revenge. He saw the birds 
greedily eat the grain and expected to see them fall 
dead in showers. The poison, however, did not seem 
to disturb them. They would fill their crops with the 
poisoned wheat, shake their feathers as with a thrill 
of joy, fly upon a beam, or on the ground outside, and 
scrap with their usual vigor. He thought that a spar- 
row or anything else must finally succumb to guch 
doses of poison as that, and he kept it up, every day 








BRACE WITH WIRE TO WARD OFF SPARROWS. 


for weeks climbing high to scatter the wheat upon the 
boards. He might have been at it yet had not an 
Knglishman come along and told him that nothing with 
a gizzard could be poisoned; that years ago England 
exhausted its ingenuity in an attempt to poison the 
sparrows, and that not one bird gave up the ghost. 
This same yard man is now making another attempt 
to rid his shed of these little pugilists by covering 
every nook along the plates and beams with wire fly 
netting. On the graces he nails narrow strips of this 
wire cloth and he has got so far as to know that the 
soles of the birds’ feet are too tender to enjoy sitting 
on the raw edge of the netting. It may be months 
before the campaign against the birds will be rounded 
up, but the man who is generaling it is of the opinion 
that finally it will be made so uncomfortable for them 


that they will go. 
t 
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SOUTHEASTERN COASTWISE TRADE. 


SAVANNAH, Ga., Dec. 8.—The lumber market has not 
changed materially during the past week. Demand has 
been fairly good, though not urgent, and it is not now 
expected there will be any large inquiry before the 
opening of the new year. At the moment there is no 
disposition in any quarter to buy. 

_ This season the facilities for hauling lumber from the 
interior to the port have been better than for many 
years, due to the fact that the cotton movement started 
early and has not interfered in any way with the car sup- 
ply, which the lumber people have found entirely equal 
to their demands. All through the Alabama territory 
the reports are that there have been ample cars with 
which to move the business. The stock at this port is 
large, claimed, in fact, to be the largest for many years. 
Only a few vessels are here and the present indications 
are that the opening of the new year will find the port 
well stocked with yellow pine. Exporters hope soon to 
get rid of considerable of this stock, however, for they 
believe that the first of the year will uncover many orders 
which are being held up until after January 1. . 

John J. Kirby, secretary and treasurer of the Georgia 
Lumber Company, returned yesterday from Philadelphia. 
He reports the demand for lumber moderate, but with 
fairly good prospects for a better demand at the open 
ing of the year, when it is expected a number of large 
undertakings will be started that will call for large 
supplies of yellow pine. 

James Darby, a well known lumberman of Jackson 
ville, arrived here today. He has been in conference 
with friends, and the understanding is he contemplates 
entering into an arrangement that may bring him into 
the lumber business in this city. Mr. Darby operates4 
number of saw mills in Florida. P 

A. Tak, director of the Burg steamship line, with 
steamers regularly between Savannah and Rot 
and Amsterdam, was here during the week in the in 
of his line. He says that he believes the Hollanders may 
soon use yellow pine more largely, and especially for 
cross tie purposes, which will eal for large supp 








Co _— — 


i i nn A a | 


-_—— — oY? 


~ 


eS Se ee a a ee a ae ee eae eee ee a TAD ste a em ee St =~] 


oom ti ae 2 ee Ae ote oe oe oe 








asa eS Few wa wae 


= 











i 


rs: 


i 






DECEMBEK Iz, 1908. 


AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 





Ce 


TIDINGS OF THE COAL TRADE. 


GENERAL REVIEW OF THE MARKET. 


In the western field the most interesting feature of 
the past week has probably been the remarkable activity 
vhich attended the close of lake navigation. There was 
’ lecided rush for coal at many upper lake ports during 
oe anak and so strenuous was this demand that lake 
frei ht rates advanced from 50 to 75 cents to both Lake 
Su Ther and Lake Michigan ports. The cold weather 
aatas the past two weeks has caused a large movement 
of dock coal to the interior, but that steady trade never- 
theless left the docks quite well filled with coal, and a 
number of cargoes were sent up the lakes, to remain in 
the carrying vessels until room could be made on dock 
for the coal. This late activity 1s interpreted by some 
western coal men to reflect grave doubt as to the free 
movement of lake coal next spring. ' : 

Several considerations enter into the Situation. In 
the first place, if the plan of selling coal in April at the 
lowest prices of the year shall be maintained there will 
probably be a brisk call for fuel in the northwest before 
new coal can be supplied, especially if the prices to be 
established will be lower than the opeming prices this 
year. While a discussion of that subject would be pure 
speculation at this time, it is believed by some coal in- 
terests that the quotations for April, 1904, will be lower 
than those for April, 1903, for both anthracite and bitu- 
minous produets; for it is said that the eastern coals 
were started off at a level which may have seemed equit- 
able and well-adjusted at the time it was made, but 
which in the light of subsequent developments proved to 
be a little higher than for other fuels. If this is the 
view taken by the eastern producers, at the opening of 
navigation next spring there will probably be named a 
level below that of this year, which concession would 
probably stimulate the early demand. Without some 
concession of this kind it is unlikely that the early buy- 
ing will be so brisk as this year, for there may not be 
the background of a famine-covered winter to spur up a 
naturally indifferent or uneducated demand. 

There is furthermore the conjecture that there may 
be difficulty in shipping the coal next spring. In the 
Pittsburg region, where the iron and steel industries 
have met with unexpected dullness during the past sev- 
eral months, with weakening of prices, where the protee- 
tion of pools did not exist, and where the wages of em- 
employees have been reduced, there is a conviction that 
the coal miners should also accent a reduction of wages 
when their annual agreement will expire next April. Al- 
ready several large producers of bituminous coal in 
Pennsylvania, who are not members to the interstate 
agreement regulating the wage scales of the miners 
have reduced the wages of their men, and those pro- 
ducers who are competitors and are in the agreement 
have voiced the oninion that the miners should accept a 
reduction next spring. But it is recognized also that the 
miners of the more western states will probably, resist 
this action and that the reduction may not easily be 
pushed to a successful issue. The uncertainty as to the 
outcome is making the possession of stocks at upper lake 
ports seem desirable. 

Then there is the possibility of a strike by one or 
more of the labor organizations, which control the ves- 
selmen. Here, too, the question of wages and conditions 
of labor for the new season will be serious, for it is he- 
lieved that the outlook for ore transportation on the lakes 
will not be so bright next spring as it was last spring. 
A survey of the whole situation has made the acquisition 
of lake coal this season to the uttermost limits seem 
desirable and, as noted, the results have been a heavy 
tonnage moving at the highest freight rates of the sea- 
son, continuing even after the closa of the season last 
Saturday. Several cargoes were shipped early this week. 

Now that the lake trade for the season is ended the 
all-rail movement will receive an accelerated impetus, if 
the same volume of production is to be continued. What- 
ever may be the conditions in the east, the west cannot 
for the moment absorb a larger tonnage than it has been 
receiving. In fact the smokeless coals of West Virginia, 
which had been bolstered up in prices two weeks ago, 
through an understanding among the producers, acquired 
a new weakness late last week, because of receipts in 
the west which under ordinary circumstances would 
have been regarded as moderate. Consumers are burning 
the heavy stocks taken in last summer and the present 
buying needs are extremely light. ; 

There is little change to note in western coals. Of 
these there has been little accumulation against future 
wants and accordingly the present trade is more nearly 
normal than that of the eastern products. The country 
is buying with some freedom and at practically the same 
Prices as for several weeks. At Chicago there is some 
congestion, because of the common dumping policy. In 
Spite of the seasonably cold weather there is a tendency 
for the coal to accumulate on tracks. And occasionally 
there is offered a lot of coal that has to be moved 
Promptly. If given to a dozen coal men to sell, as is 
commonly done, one lot may grow into an apparent moun- 
tain of coal, with the natural effect of seriously de- 
Pressing prices. The market, in fact, has a rather heavy 
appearance at large distributing points. 

The value of coke may be saved by an arnangement 
among the producers. An effort is now being made in 
the Connellsville district to create among the producers 
a united selling agency which if completed may result 
Sn Stability of quotations; but for the present there is 
tie such arrangement and the market is weak. Produe- 
> nis the lightest in several years, searcely 40 percent of 

© capacity in that district now being active. Large 
Eertoees are holding 72-hour coke at least nominally 
at $2.50, ovens, or $5.15, Chicago, but that is an outside 
Price in the actual market, 











PROSPECTS IN THE SOUTHWEST. 


Kansas City, Mo., Dee. 8.—Late reports state that 
the strike troubles in the southern Colorado coal dis- 
trict have not been settled and it may be a long drawn 
out fight. This trouble is creating a scarcity of coal 
in western Kansas and other territory where Colorado 
coal is depended on for fuel. In a number of western 
Kansas towns there are car famines and dealers are 
calling on operators here to help them out. As the de- 
mand in this territory is fully up to the capacities of 
the mines the supply that can be shipped in Colorado 
territory is limited and considerable Illinois coal has 
found its way into Nebraska, western Kansas and Col- 
orado during the past few weeks. 

Operators at Kansas City are generally well pleased 
with the situation, present and prospective. Up to 
date they have had a demand for all the coal they could 
produce, and they say that from now until the end 
of the year the call for coal will be unusually heavy, as 
the railroad companies, large dealers and consumers 
of steam coal will want to get a supply ahead, owing 
to the fact that the holidays will mean about a week’s 
loss at most of the mines while the miners are cele- 
brating. General conditions are as reported last week. 
There is no surplus of any grade of coal. Cars are 
more plentiful than they have been and on this account 
shipments are more satisfactory. Prices are being held 
well in line and no change in quotations is anticipated 


TROUBLE. 


Arrest Caused by a Partnership Trouble. 


SPOKANE, WASH., Dec. 5.—W. H. Johnson, a lumberman 
here. is on trial in the superior court on charge of buncoing 
J. M. Bunker out of $4,000. They were formerly partners 
in the lumber firm of Johnson & Bunker with offices in 
the Empire State building here, but the partnership lasted 
only for about a month. Bunker was formerly superintend- 
ent of the Washington & Columbia River Railroad Company. 
He says that on July 2, last year, he had considerable money 
and fell in with Johnson, who claimed to have options on 
an immense amount of timber at a price which would allow 
great profits. The timber, he said, was held by the Cascade 
Lumber Company and could be secured for $8,000. Johnson 
represented that he had paid $100 for an option on the 
holdings and would put up $3,900 more for a half interest 
if Bunker would put up a similar amount to take up the 
other half. Bunker consented and gave his check for $4,000 
to one Dreyberg, supposed to be representing the Cascade 
company. Johnson turned over his check for $3.900. Drey 
berg turned the options on the timber over to Johnson and 
the party separated. Later it developed, according to Bunk- 
er’s story, that the Cascade Lumber Company was really 
Johnson himself, and that the company had no property 
while the options were valueless. Bunker's check for $4.000 
was presented and cashed, and Dreyberg got the money. 
Bunker claims that Johnson’s check for $3,900 was never 
cashed. He also alleged that Dreyberg is a brother-in-law of 
Johnson and was In on the play. 

Bunker had Johnson arrested on a somewhat similar 
charge, growing out of the same incident, a year ago, but 
Johnson was acquitted then by Judge Kennan and the case 
was dismissed. 








Sylvania Creditors to Meet. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Dec. 7.—Under date of December 4, 
Thomas Ridgway, auditor, has issued the following circular 
letter to those interested : 

I beg to advise you that the second and final 
necount of Thomas §S. Gates, receiver of the Syl 
vania Lumber Company, has been filed and referred 
to me as auditor to audit, settle and adjust the 
same. For this purpose I will hold a meeting at 
my office, No. 310 North American building. Phila- 
delphia. on Monday, December 21, 1903, at 3 p. m.. 
when and where all persons must present and 
prove their claims or be debarred from coming in 
on said fund. 

All claims which were allowed at the audit of 
the first account will be awarded a pro rata divi- 
dend in the distribution of the present fund, and 
no further proof of such claims will be required. 





In the Hands of His Creditors. 


PirrsspurG, Pa., Dee. 8.—W. I. Enos, who recently en- 
gaged in the wholesale business in the Conestoga building. 
has succumbed to the exigencies of the times and his affairs 
are now being looked after by his creditors, who had a 
meeting at 5 o’clock today. Mr. Enos claims his assets to 
be $8,000 in excess of his liabilities. It 1s hoped that his 
affairs can be satisfactorily adjusted, as he belongs to a 
leading lumber family of this section, and he may be but 
“temporarily embarrassed.” 





Sash and Door Men Bankrupt. 


New York, Dec. 7.—George and Archibald T. Mackenzie. 
composing the firm of Mackenzie Bros., manufacturers of 
sash and doors. formerly at 499 Southern boulevard, have 
filed a petition in bankruptcy, with liabilities of $13,330 and 
no assets. They were in business twenty years and two 
years ago compromised with their creditors at 20 cents on 
the dollar. They gave up business in March. 
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THE WISCONSIN DOOR CENTER. 


OsHKOSH, WIs., Dee. 9.—An extensive addition is be- 
ing made to the factory of the R. MeMillen Company, 
manufacturing sash and doors in this city. This is a 
department for veneer door manufacture and will be de- 
voted to preparing and gluing veneered doors. It is 
55x90 feet in size and will be directly over the dry kilns, 
thus utilizing the heat from the kilns beneath. There 
will be but one floor devoted to this purpose. The ad- 
dition will cost about $2,500 and will be ready for oe- 
cupancy about January 1. It will be a frame structure 
and will be joined to the main plant. The present force 
of employees will be increased to about twenty-five to 
operate the veneer department, which is to be equipped 
with power and adequate machinery for manufacturing 
high grades of doors of this class. For some years the 
company has turned out veneer doors and its business 
has grown so large in this direction that it became neces- 
sary to enlarge the capacity. These doors are all special 
— the company does not make a regular stock veneer 
oor, 
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to be moved hefore car shortage begins, | 
Make your wants and wishes Known. 


SPECIAL | 


1x4—6 ft. C, 35,000. 
1x4—6 ft. D, 80,000. 
1x4—6 No. 1 75,000. 
1x4—6 No. 2 55,000. 
1x6—6 C, 15,000. 
1x6—6 D, 35,000. 
1x6—6 No. 1 63,000. 
1x6--6 No. 2 105,000. 
1x6—6 No. 3 14,000. 


a) 1x8 and wdr—6 ft. D & CU, 3,350. 

(3) 1x8 and wdr—6 ft. No. 1 1,000. 

DOF 1x8 and wdr—6 No. 2 9,760. 
1x4—8 C, 25,000. 

| ’ | 1x4—-8 D, 65,000. 

ah 1x4—8 No. 1, 90,000. 


1x4—8 No, 2, 125,000. 

1x4—8 No. 3, 50,000. 

1x6—8 C, 15,000. 

1x6—8 D, 30,000. 

1x6—8 No. 1, 145,000. 

1x6—8 No. 2, 177,000. 

1x12—16 No. 2, 1,600,000. 

No. 2 Mixed Lath, 1,000,000. 
Std *A* W. P. Shgles., 3,000,000. 


















WRITE US FOR SPECIAL DELIVERED PRICES. 


SCANLON-GIPSON | 
LUMBER CO. 


General Offices: 2 . 
tumeer excnance, Minneapolis. 


MILLS: MINNEAPOLIS and NICKERSON, 


acces 
"Pee tent 9! ame" 9! tess 


~~ 








White Pine and Hemlock Lumber 


WHITE CEDAR 
POSTS, POLES and SHINGLES. 


We Are the Quick Shippers. 


A. E. WHITMORE, 1223-42.. Minneapolis, Minn. 




















MODERN — | 
LOGGING 


METHODS FOR CYPRESS, 
PINE AND HARDWOODS 








LOGGING BY STEAM is an engineering proposition. We 
send our logging engineers al] over che United States to specify 
the proper equipment to meet the conditions which are present 
in each case- 


SEND FULL PARTICULARS OF YOUR PROBLEM TO-US. 


Lidgerwood Mfg. Co., 


96 Liberty Street, 
Penne. NEW YORK. 
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““Once a Customer, Always a Customer.’’ 





The rainerd 
Lumber Co. 


ARE MANUFACTURERS OF 


WHITE PINE 


22% LUMBER & s 
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Mills at Brainerd, Minn. 
ots Lumber Exchange, Minneapolis, Minn. 
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Of course 
he’s mad 


Didn't get our 


WHITE PINE 
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We have 2 complete and 
well assorted stock. Write 
for delivered prices. We 
ship promptly. * # 


THE 


Shevlin-Carpenter Company 


MANUFACTURERS. 
Minneapolis. Minnesota. 
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Carpenter-Lamb Co. 


MANUFACTURERS AND 
WHOLESALERS OF 


PINE LUMBER 
——COMPLETE ASSORTMENTS—~ 


Special Attention given mail orders from the trade. 


MILL YARD—30th Ave. & Marshall St. N.E. 
GENERAL OFFICE—T712 Andrus Building, 


MINNEAPOLIS, - - MINNESOTA. 
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C. A. Smith Lumber Co., : 


Fa) an 24 


Lumber Manufacturers. 





give you 


Anything 


you want— 


When we get through with a log we can 
ee 
from Lath to Timbers. = 
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We Use the Telecode. ‘* 
- : 

3 GENERAL OFFICE MILL AN us 
5) iENE , AND YARD 
Bs 44th Avenue, North 
a dey gece Minneapolis, Minn. 
3 BRANCH OFFICE 
2) PEORIA, ILL., M. E. Magruder, Mgr. 
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ASSOCIATION NEWS. 


ASSOCIATION MEETINGS 


Wholesale Lumber Association of Massachusetts, annual 
meeting, Boston, Mass., December 18. 





Mississippi Valley Lumber & Sash & Door Traveling Sales- 
men’s Association, annual meeting, December 30, Lumber 


Exchange, Minneapolis. 

Union Association of Retail] Lumber Dealers, January 12, 
13 and 14, Columbus, Ohio. 

Southern Lumber Manufacturers’ Association, annual 
meeting, Tuesday and Wednesday, January 19 and 20, St. 
Charles hotel, New Orleans, La. 

Northwestern Lumbermen’s 
Minn., January 19. 

Indiana Retail Lumber Dealers’ Association, Wednesday 
and Thursday, January 19 and 20, Ind’anapolis. 

Southwestern Retail Lumber Dealers’ Association, Tues- 
day, January 26, Kansas City, Mo. 

The Hardwood Manufacturers’ Association of the United 
States, annual meeting, Grand hotel, Cincinnati, Ohio, Jan- 
uary 26 and 27. ‘ 

Michigan Retail Lumber Dealers’ Association, Tuesday, 
February 2, Detroit, Mich. 

Nebraska Retail Lumber Dealers’ Association, Thursday 
and Friday, February 4 and 5, Omaha, Neb. 

Illinois Lumber Dealers’ Association, Wednesday, Feb- 
ruary 10. 

New Jersey Lumbermen’s Protective Association, annual 
meeting, Newark, N. J., Tuesday, February 9. 

Inland Empire Retail Lumbermen’s Asoclation, Wednes- 
day, February 10, 1904, Spokane, Wash. 

RET 

Wisconsin Retail] Lumber Dealers’ Association, Tuesday, 
February 16, Milwaukee. 

National Wholesale Lumber Dealers’ Association, Wednes- 
day and ‘Thursday, March 2 and 8, Washington, D. C 


Association, Minneapolis, 





PREPARING FOR TIMBER EXHIBIT. 

PARKERSBURG, W. VA., Dec. 7.—In response to a let- 
ter written by A. H. Winchester, secretary of the West 
Virginian Commission to the Louisiana Purchase Expo- 
sition, and addressed to the prominent lumbermen of 
the state, a meeting was held on Friday, December 4, 
at the Chancellor hotel. The meeting at the hotel was 
a short one, but reconvened at the offices of the com- 
mission on Saturday and remained in session until 5 
o’clock p. m. Following is a list of the representative 
lumbermen present: 

George W. Curtin, Pardee-Curtin Lumber Company, Cur- 
tin; (. KE. Lloyd, jr., and Joseph J. Linehan, Cherry River 
Boom & Lumber Company, Richwood; J. H, Chapman, New 
Dominion Lumber Company, Diana; J. H. Brewster, Bright 
& Brewster, Weston; IF. O. Havener, Holly Lumber Com- 
pany, Pickens; I. A. Kirby, IE. Stringer Boggess, Clarksburg ; 
J. HU. B. Smith, R. M. Smith Lumber Company, and A. H 
Winchester, the secretary of the commission. 


Mr. Linehan was made chairman of the meeting. 

The business before the commission, as expressed in 
the secretary’s letter, was to consider ways and means 
in order to give West Virginia adequate representation 
at the coming World’s Fair. Coal and lumber being 
the most important two products of the state, and the 
former having been provided for, the lumbermen were 
anxious to assure the timber wealth of their state a 
proper exposition before the multitudes that will jour- 
ney to St. Louis during the coming year. 

The lumbermen decided that all expenses pertaining 
to the exhibit would be borne by themselves and that 
no outside help would be solicited. The secretary pro- 
duced blue prints showing the 30x75-foot space in the 
Forestry building which has been alloted to West 
..rginia, which is located across from the government 
forestry exhibit. 

After a thorough discussion the following standing 
committee was appointed to represent the general for- 
estry interests of the state and the lumbermen of West 
Virginia: 

Joseph J. Linehan, manager Cherry River Boom & Lum- 
ber Company; George W. Curtin, of Pardee & Curtin Lum- 


Ler Company; J. H. Chapman, of the New Dominion Lumber ~ 


Company, Diana; J. H. Brewster, of Bright & Brewster, 
Weston; KE, Stringer Boggess, Clarksburg; F. O. Havener, 
Holley Lumber Company; A. Thompson, Stockwater Lumber 
Company, Davis; J. H. B. Smith, R. Smith Lumber 
Company; D. G. Courtney, Charleston; W. M. Ritter, W. M. 
Ritter Lumber Company, Columbus, Ohio; BE, C. Hbolcord, 
Bowman Lumber Company, St. Albans; A. H. Winchester, 
Buckhannon. 

J. J. Linehan was chosen as chairman of the commit- 
tee, I. Stringer Boggess treasurer and A. H. Win- 
chester secretary. 

After a vote of thanks to Mr. Linehan and General 
Curtin for their recent visit to St. Louis on behalf of 
the proposed exhibit, the meeting adjourned, to meet 
upon call of the chairman in his discretion. 





PLEASURE IN PROSPECT AT THE HUB. 


Boston, MaAss., Dec. 7.—At a meeting of the joint 
committee of the Lumber Club and of the wholesale 
lumber association, consisting of Messrs. Morse, Ster- 
itt and Walker from the retailers and Bacon, Batchel- 
der and Hall from the wholesalers, it was decided to 
hold the ‘‘Harmony Dinner’’ on Friday, February 24, 
at Young’s hotel. The program will consist of ad- 
dresses, with an orchestra and possibly other entertain- 
ment features. An announcement will be issued as 
soon as the arrangements shall have been completed. 
The number of seats will be limited, but the officers of 
the other New England associations will be invited to 
be present as guests. The wholesale association voted 
at its last meeting to act as host, thus repaying the 
courtesy of the invitation extended by the Lumber 
Club last year. 

The annual meeting of the Wholesale Lumber Asso- 
ciation of Massachusetts will take place on December 
18 at Young’s hotel at 6 p.m. After the election of 
officers for the coming year Richard W. Douglas, the 
new secretary of the Lumber Club, will outline the 











—— 
policy that he intends to follow, and Fred Joyce will 
make an address upon the spruce agreement. John M 
Woods, our state senator elect, has kindly consented to 
give instruction in practical politics. An entertain. 
ment consisting of humorous selections will also ho 
provided. 


CINCINNATI LUMBERMEN’S CLUB DINNER. 


CINCINNATI, On10, Dee. 8.—The Cincinnati Lumber. 
men’s Club had as its guest at its monthly dinner at the 
Stag cafe last night James T. McHugh, former president 
of the Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce, who madea 
speech urging the lumbermen of the city to join the pro- 
posed Receivers’ & Shippers’ Bureau. 

M. B. Farrin, of the M. B. Farrin Lumber Company 
stated that 90,000 cars of lumber were received in Cin. 
cinnati annually and that the rate from southern mills 
to Cincinnati, thence to points west and northwest, was 
several cents a thousand feet higher than from Other 
competitive points. 

About fifteen lumber firms have agreed to join the 
proposed bureau, among them being Mobray, Robinson & 
Emswiler, the Pease Company, Graham Lumber Com. 
pany and George A. Shaw & Co. 

The following named were present at the dinner: 

Cc. I. Korn, Charles Bartlett, 


J. T. McHugh, KF. A. Conklin, 
M. B. Farrin, Will S. Sterrett, 
Kk. S. Boyle, W. J. Eckman, 


II. P. Wiborg, Dr. J. S. Powell, 
I’. W. Mowbray, J. B. Cochran, 
J. W. Darling, «c. P. Morse, 
James Buckley, Myron Banning, 
George M. Morgan, George C, Ramsey, 
A. Heider, George C. Cole, 
(. Hi. Pease, George A. Shaw, 
(, W. Tomlinson, hk. Bramlage, 

N. Rh. Johnson, If. W. Brock; 

J. Watt Graham, I’. J. Bachelor, 
©. P. Hurd,-jr., Kk. J. Thoman, 
J. A. Van Orsdel, I’. M. Worrall, 
Cc. C. Emswiler, Kk. A. Hart. 


CO-OPERATIVE INSURANCE IN WASHINGTON. 


SPOKANE, WASH., Dee. 6.—The Lumbermen’s Mutual 
Society has been organized by the members of the In- 
land Empire Lumbermen’s Association, to carry fire in- 
surance on the mills in the association. The meeting was 
held at the office of A. L. Porter, secretary of the Inland 
Empire Lumbermen’s Association, in the Empire state 
building here. The new vassociation begins with over 
$200,000 insurance in force. It is destined to give mu- 
tual protection against fires, and the cost of losses will 
be assessed among the members in proportion to the in- 
surance which they carry. 

The movement had been on foot for some time among 
the members of the Inland Empire association to form 
such a society. Forty lumber yards were represented 
at the meeting. Those in attendance were: I*. H. Hil- 
liard, of Tekoa, Wash.; I. EK. Robbins, of Ritzville, 
Wash.; O. W. St. Claire, of Ellensburg, Wash.; M. F. 
Allen, of Clarkston, Wash.; W. T. Goodhue, of Spokane; 
B. R. Lewis, of Coeur d’Alene, Ida.; G. S. Potter, of 
Wallace, Ida., and A. L. Porter, of Spokane. A man- 
aging board was elected as follows: M. IF. Allen, of 
Clarkston, Wash.; J. A. Borie, of Pendleton, Ore.; G. 
P. Kjoness, of Moscow, Ida.; Z. Hayden, of Spokane; 
i, KE. Robbins, of Ritzville, Wash.; I. H. Hilliard, of 
Tekoa, Wash.; B. R. Lewis of Coeur d cene, Ida., and 
P. J. Young, of Hartline, Ida. From this board 
was elected an executive board consisting of B. R. 
Lewis, F. E. Robbins and F. H. Hilliard. Mr. Hilliard 
was elected president of the society, M. K. Hay vice 
president, B. R. Lewis treasurer, and A. L. Porter 
secretary and treasurer. 
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NOVA SCOTIANS ORGANIZE. 


Sr. Joun, N. B., Dee. 7.—The Lumbermen’s Associa- 
tion of Western Nova Scotia was organized at a meet- 
ing of operators in the town of Annapolis this week. 
The officers are: F. C. Whitman, of Annapolis, presi 
dent; A. D. Mills, of Annapolis, secretary, and among 
the membets of the association are Dickie & MeGrath, 
of Tusket; the Davison Lumber Company, Limited, 
Bridgewater; Pickles & Mills, McNeil Bros. & Howe, 
Frank Davison, H. T. Warner and others. There 18 
another association in Nova Scotia, having its head- 
quarters at Truro. It is estimated that in western Nova 
Scotia alone $1,0L.,000 is annually put in circulation 
by the lumber industry, with the prospect of an increase. 

The conference at Annapolis lasted two days and 
there was a very thorough discussion of the subject of 
forest preservation, having special reference to the pre 
vention of forest fires. It is intended, in conference 
with the other Nova Scotian associations to prepare 4 
bill for submission to the provincial legislature, provid- 
ing measures for more effective conservation of forest 
wealth. 


A RETAILERS’ CREDIT ASSOCIATION. 


PirrsspurG, Pa., Dee, 8.—The Retail Lumbermen’s 
Credit Association was organized on December 5, at 
the Hotel Lineoln by about twenty-five of the leading 
retailers of Allegheny county. The following officers 
were elected: J. J. Munn, of Allegheny, president; 
J. C. Schofield, of Pittsburg, vice president; George N. 
Glass, of Pittsburg, treasurer, and A. C. Rightor, of 
Pittsburg, secretary. The new organization is expectet 
to be run on similar lines to those of the Pittsburg 
Produce Trade Association. Mr. Rightor promoted the 
newly organized body and expects to devote his entire 
time to it. Offices will be secured in Pittsburg, the 
headquarters, in one of the prominent office buildings. 








THE INDIANA RETAILERS’ ANNUAL. 
Formal announcement has been made by Secretary 
F. B. Fowler, of the Retail Lumber Dealers’ Associa 
tion of Indiana, of the annual meeting of that organh 
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hich will begin at the Claypool hotel, Indian- 
apolis, Ind., January 19 and 2u, 1904—not February 
94 and 25, as previously has been announced in error. 
Particulars as to transportation, entertainment and a 
set program of events are being arranged and will be 

iblished in due course. From present indications the 
P ual meeting of the Indiana retailers’ association 
oa be one of the largest, if not the largest, in its his- 


tory: 


gation, W 
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ANNOUNCING THE ORGANIZATION. 


On November 28 the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN pub- 
lished an account of the organization of the Central 
West Virginia Retail Lumber Dealers’ Association, 
which took place at Clarksburg, W. Va. The meeting 
at the time of organization was a most enthusiastic 
one and well attended, but for the purpose of reaching 
those whom cireumstances prevented from being in 
Clarksburg on the eventful day Secretary C. E. arr is 
sending out announcements of the organization. These 
set forth some of the purposes of the association move- 
ment and what the retail dealers of West Virginia 
hope to achieve through its instrumentality, and ex- 
press the hope that all those who failed to attend the 
initial meeting at Clarksburg will be on hand at a 
future gathering, of which due notice will be given. 





ILLINOIS RETAIL LUMBER DEALERS. 

The board of directors of the Illinois Lumber Deal- 
ers’ Association will hold a special meeting at the 
office of the secretary, George W. Hotchkiss, in the Man- 
hattan building, this city, on next Wednesday, De- 
vember 16. The annual meeting of this association has 
been called for Wednesday and Thursday, February 10 
and 11, 1904, but the place of the meeting has not been 
definitely decided. At the last annual session a reso- 
lution was passed recommending the board of directors 
to hold the session of 1904 at Springfield and the ques- 
tion will be decided at the directors’ meeting on 
Wednesday next. 


HOO-HOO DOINGS. 


THE HOUSE OF HOO-HOO. 


The contract for the construction of the House of 
Hoo-Hoo, or lumbermen’s elub building, was signed 
on Wednesday, November 25, this contract calling for 
the completion, on or before February 1, of the build- 
ing itself exclusive of the interior finishing. The site 
finally selected is about 300 feet from the Art build- 
ing on Art hill, which places the building practically 
in the center of the main picture of the exposition. 
The type of architecture is in the bungalow style, such 
as would make an ideal country club building, and the 
construction will be entirely of wood in order to show 
the various possibilities of the forest products of the 
United States. In size it will be 132x97 feet, with 
spacious verandas extending around the entire strue- 
ture, a special feature of these verandas being that ac- 
cess will be possibie to every room on the main floor 
by means of large Freneh windows. 

The huilding will contain an office, check room, tele- 
phone booths, large rotunda, with a magnificent stair- 
way leading to the second floor and an auditorium with 
a seating capacity of 400. This auditorium will be 
heautifully finished in mission style and will be used 
for holding lumber conventions, Hoo-Hoo coneatena- 
tions and a banquet hall. There have been provided 
six luxurious lounging and writing rooms, equipped 
with every convenience. A commodious reception 
room with large fireplace and a retiring room will be 
especially fitted up for the ladies. 

One of the particular interior features will be a 
press or newspaper room finished in an artistic manner 
In possibly thirty-five woods showing a harmonious 
blending of colors, there being 139 different effects 
obtained in this room. There will also be toilet rooms, 
complete in every way with the modern idea of. sani- 
tary plumbing. The entire building will be wains- 
coted throughout, each room being finished in a differ- 
ent kind of wood, while the walls and ceilings will be 
handsomely decorated and the color effects will be 
added to by the rich draperies and rugs. Even the 
furniture will be in such style as to complete a color 
scheme that wiil be beautiful in every respect. The 
various lumber manufacturing associations of the 
United States will finish one or more of these rooms 
in the particular lumber they are interested in. 

By the particula? request of Dr. Tarleton H. Bean, 
chief of the department of forestry of the Louisiana 
Purchase Exposition, the House of Hoo-Hoo will be 
made a part of the forestry exhibit. It has also been 
proposed to deed this building to the city of St. Louis 
after the termination of the Fair, so that it may be- 
come a permanent forestry museum similar to those 
found in many of the continental cities and in which 
may be installed many of the forestry exhibits which 
will be in the Forestry building at the Fair. Such a 
museum is not to be found in this country and it will 
be of great value. 
sel general Style of the building is materially 
; anged from that originally planned and it is gener- 
rad 9° sage the change is for the better. In the 
will pr ? ry construction, being entirely of wood, 
co, — more satisf etory for a lumbermen’s 

g. also contains its main features on the 
round floor, which is a decided advantage over the 











building originally planned. It will be homelike in 
every detail and will undoubtedly be one of the most 
attractive features of the great Fair. 

One of the fundamental ideas of the whole proposi- 
tion has not been forgotten. The House of Hoo-Hov 
will be a school m which much can be learned of mod- 
ern methods of wood construction and finishing. The 
latest ideas will be brought out and the world will 
learn much that it did not know. 





Milwaukee’s Hoo-Hoo Bowling Club. 


MILWAUKEE, WIs., Dec. 9.—The Hoo-Hoo Bowling Club 
has now played forty-eight games. Five of the players are 
making such close records that they are not more than four 
points apart in their genera] averages, They are Donald 
Fraser, F. N. Snell, J. J. Williams, Dr. Thompson and Mr. 
Rice. Next Saturday the men of the club will do their 
bowling at alleys connected with the Miller Brewing Com- 
pany, and it is hinted that there will be some bowling of 
a kind that will be chalked on different score sheets from 
the ordinary game, although one or two of the members 
may be counted on to stick to the ten pin game exclusively. 








Numerous New Memberships in Wisconsin. 


MILWAUKEE, ,Wi1s., Dec. 9.—This being House of Hoo-Hoo 
day, Frank N/ Snell, in his capacity of Supreme Senior 
Hoo-Hoo, took it upon himself to call a meeting of Milwau- 
kee lumbermen and gentlemen in allied industries at the 
Hlotel Pfister this evening.’ The meeting was attended by 
between twenty and thirty gentlemen representing whole- 
sale and retail lumber companies and some of the manu- 
facturing concerns and as a result Mr. Snell will send down 
to St. Louis a fair bunch of new applications for mem- 
bership in the House of Iloo-Hoo. Mr. Snell has also been 
corresponding with leading lumbermen in all parts of the 
state on the subject and returns have begun to come in 
in a very satisfactory manner, with “other counties still 
to be heard from,’ so that in the final round-up Wisconsin 
will show up well in its indorsement of the splendid under- 
taking and with a list of memberships that will do credit 
to the good old Badger state. 





At Los Angeles, Cal., November 14. 


Officers: Snark, C. Hl. Griffen; Senior Hoo-lloo, C. BE. 
De Camp; Junior Hoo-lloo, Charles L. Batcheller; Bojum, 
If. R. Ilouston; Secrivenoter, W. H. E. Metz; Jabberwock, 
I’. U. Nofziger ; Custocatian, Robert H. Raphael; Arcanoper, 
Kdward F. Niehaus; Gurdon, Edward Niehaus, 

Initiates : 

Thomas Squire Ballew, Los Angeles. 

William Richard Bell, Los Angeles. 

Nugene Francis Ganahl, Los Angeles. 

Joseph Gustave Ganahl, Los Angeles. 

frank Wright Gregg, Los Angeles. 

Joseph Ceiling Gillespie, Redondo. 

Charles Fremont Lincoln Kinnear, Riverside. 

Charles Girdler Lynch, Los Angeles. 

Patrick Joseph McDonald, Los Angeles. 

William Fletcher Montgomery, Los Angeles. 

Sheldon “Interiorfinish’ Morris, Los Angeles. 

John Francis Mullin, Los Angeles. 

Daniel Ira Nofziger, Los Angeles. 

red Raymond Salter, Los Angeles. 

Ifenry (. Treff, Los Angeles. 

Curtis “Los Angeles” Williams, Los Angeles. 

Walter Dorsett Wise, Los Angeles. 





At Timpson, Tex., November 21. 


Officers: Snark, B. F. Williams; Senior Hoo-Hoo, KE. A. 
Irost; Junior Iloo-Hoo, I. G. Snyder; Bojum, George H. 
Byrnes; Scrivenoter, B. C. Peyton; Jabberwock, P. J. Dunn: 
Custocatian, M. J. Ragley; Arcanoper, Matson O. Walker: 
Gurdon, Charles G. Gribble. 

Initlates: 

John Frank Adams, Garrison. 

James Campbell Bates, Center. 

Stephen Chamness, Timpson. 

James Brosey Cotton, Timpson. 

James Beall Edwards, Timpson. 

John Reese Kenley Graham, Timpson. 

John Joseph Harris, Timpson, 

James Simeon McLemore, Timpson. 

Harry Ilayden Peden, Timpson. 

Frank Ragley, Timpson. 

Robert Samuel Shipp, Timpson. 

William Frank Summers, Nacogdoches, 

Thomas Augustus Trammell, Timpson. 

Kley Warren Victory, Timpson. 

Daniel Walker, Timpson. 

William Jones Walker, Timpson. 


OPO 


Another Quaker City Concatenation. 


” 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Dee. 7.—The Hoo-Hoo membership is 
inclined to grow large in this territory. Vicegerent Snark 
John J. Rumbarger has arranged for the holding of another 
concatenation, on Friday, December 18, at the Lumbermen’s 
Exchange. ‘The coneatenation held Jast month was a record 
breaker, twenty-nine kittens having been taken in. There 
are already sixteen candidates for the coming meeting and 
the list will probably be swelled to twenty before the time 
arrives. The concatenation promises to be as enjoyable an 
affair as its immediate predecessor, 





At Norfolk, Va., November 27. 


Vicegerent Snark J. W. Martin, of the eastern district of 
Virginia, held a most enjoyable concatenation at Norfolk on 
Friday, November 27, the first that had been held there in 
two years. Although there were only seven candidates the 
concatenation passed off most agreeably and was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all who participated. After the concatenation a 
banquet was given at the Atlantic hotel, which was a fitting 
finale to the royal good time preceding it. Brother Martin 
says that he Is doing his best to put Hoo-Hoo on a good 
footing in his jurisdiction, and having loyal support he has 
every encouragement for success. The officers of the con- 
catenation were as follows: Snark, J. Watts Martin; 
Senior Hio-Hoo, J. E. Duke; Junior Hoo-Hoo, W. J. Wood 
ward; Bojum, I. Walke Truxton; Scrivenoter, Frank FE. 
Rogers ; Jabberwock, L. Ff. DeBordenave; Custocatian, W. J. 
Tolleth; Arcanoper, J. D. MeCarrick; Gurdon, Fenton F. 
Priest. 

Initiates : 

William Austin Bozarth, Williamsburg, Va. 

Harrison Cummins Hosier, Moyock, N. C. 

Alexander Benjamin Lukens, Moyock, N. C. 

Vernon Albert Love, Newbern, N. C. 

Hector McLeod Brown, Red Springs, N. C. 

Leonard Roundtree Vyne, Nicanor, N. C. 

Harry Drew Bozarth, Ivor, Va. ® 
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Lists Maintained But Outlook Poor. 


Pisex, N. D., Dec. 4.—In this section stocks are large and 
while bringing list prices the outlook for winter trade is 
This is owing to poor crops from which the farm- 
Very little real estate improvement is 
Bankers report money con- 

Seript & Co. 


very poor. 
ers are suffering. 
being done in town or country. 
ditions and collections fair. 
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Cardigan Jct., Minn., Spalding, Mich., Sault Ste Marie, Mich. 


SHINGLE MILLS ar 
Spalding, Mich., Rex, Mich., Sault Ste, Marie, Mich. 


} Bradley-Watkins Company, 


729 Lumber Exchange, MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 








Lverything in 


White Cedar 


Detivered Anywhere. 
WCB Palmer Chicago, 











“The Manistique Shingle” 


ENQUIRE OF THE 
MANUPACTURERS. 


The White Marble Lime Company, 


MANISTIQUE, MICH. 























Duluth Log Company, 


Wholesale Dealers and 
Producers of 


—oee 


CEDAR TIES, POLES, POSTS, 
PILING and SHINGLES 


: Yards at Duluth, Minn. and throughout the northwest, giving 
excellent shipping facilities, first class stock, prompt ship- 
ments and low prices. 
WRITE US 
x 
x 


DULUTH, MINNESOTA. 
RARAAARRAARAREBAIBABER BA EIRRABRA 
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Fowler-Jacobs 
Company. 


POSTS. POLES, 
SHINGLES, 
PILING, TIES, 


Send Inquiries to Chicago Office. 


Gen’! Office, Fisher Bidg., 
CHICAGO, ILL. 








Branch Office and Yards, 
WASHBURN, WIS. 














WE HAVE A LARGE AND COMPLETE 
STOCK OF 


WHITE 
CEDAR 
POSTS 


WE SHIP PROMPTLY. 




















We also are manufacturers of SOFT 
WHITE and IDAHO PINE. Let 
us ship you a sample car. : 


The MacGillis & Gibbs Lumber Co. 


517-519 Wells Bldg., 
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN. 
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: SWarear§ ; 


PINE, SASSWOOD, HARDWOODS, Mixed Cars. 











WhiteCedar Shingles 
and Hemlock Lath. 


Mixed Cars with Hemlock 
and Basswood Lumber 


Write us for Special Prices. 


FOSTER-LATIMER LUMBER CO. 


MELLEN, WISCONSIN. 






















Sawyer Goodman Company 


WHITE PINE AND HEMLOCK 
LUMBER. LATH, SHINGLES. 


Marinette, Wis. 








Also Cedar Posts 
in carioad lots. 
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WE CARRY A 


Hemlock and NICE, DRY STOCK. 
White Pine Lumber 


BASSWOOD SPECIALTIES 
Including Siding, Ceiling, Casing, Base 


| JOHN WEEK LUMBER CO. stevens Point,Wis. 
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MIXED 
CARS. 
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QUARTER 
No. * SAWED 


\| Hemlock Shingles 


16 INCH AND 18 INCH. 


GEO, H. MELL, - Kane, Pa. 
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Pleased 


to quote prices on 


WHITE PINE 
HEMLOCK’ 


NORWAY 


Can ship direct from our mills or 
yard at Bay City. 


Salling, Hanson & Co., 


GRAYLING, MICH. 


We Use Telecode 











Our descriptive Booklet 


Free tells you all about the 


BOOKS THAT WILL SAVE YOUR MONEY, 
cheerfully tell you all 


A minute of ycur time to 
aboutthem. ; Free 


ing us your address. We 














write the postal card giv- 
AMERICAN LUMBERMAN, 315 Dearborn St., Chicago 


FOREIGN TRADE NEWS. 
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NOTES FROM NEW BRUNSWICK. 

Sr. Jouns, N. B., Dee. 5.—The provincial government 
today sent to the president of the Provincial Lumber- 
men’s Association its reply to the memorial of that 
body on the question of stumpage, lease of crown lands 
and other matters. It has been generally expected and 
predicted that the rate of stumpage on crown lands, 
which has been $1 for spruce, would be raised to $1.50, 
the government having practically intimated as much; 
but the rate is to be $1.25, and in addition the charge 
for renewal of lease, which has been $4 a square mile, 
will hereafter be $8. The term of leases is twenty-five 
years and the government refuses the request of the 
lumbermen for a longer term. Most of the present 
leases have been running for nearly a dozen years. The 
new rate of stumpage will be applied to this winter’s 
cut. There are over 9,000 square miles of crown lands 
under Jease. The association asked that tops might be 
removed without payment of stumpage. This the gov- 
ernment declines to accede, 

The government announces that it will make new 
regulations for protection of the forests from fire, and 
will provide ample means to enforce them, but holds it 
to be impracticable to exact a license from all persons 
going into the woods in the dry season. It also declines 
to permit the cutting of logs of smaller size than at 
present provided for. Assurance is given the lumbermen 
that some minor matters referred to in their memorial 
to the government will receive consideration. 

It is estimated that the increase in stumpage and re- 
newal lease charges will yield the government from 
$60,000 to $70,000 more of revenue each year. The 
Jumbermen ave of course dissatisfied that some of their 
recommendations were rejected, but, so far as the stump- 
age rate is concerned, it has simply been raised to the 
figures that ruled prior to 1898, when it was reduced 
to $1 a thousand. 

The winter steamship business at this port has begun 
with a rush. There are liners to Liverpool, London, 
Manchester, Bristol, Glasgow and Irish ports, and there 
is now in port a steamer to load for South Africa. Alto- 
gether nine large steamers are in port today. One of 
them is taking a full cargo of deals, and all of them 
take some lumber. One of the big liners for Liverpoo! 
the other day took over 1,000,000 feet of deals. All 
winter deals eut by portable and rotary mills will be 
rushed in by rail to form a portion of the cargoes of the 
steamships, of which there will probably be over 100 
sailings before the opening of navigation on the St. 
Lawrence will take them to that route again. Every 
winter sees a large increase in the steamship trade at 
this port, and plans are now being perfected for the con- 
struction ef wharves and warehouses next summer to 
provide four more steamship berths. This will require a 
large amount of birch timber, as there is a rise and 
fall of twenty to twenty-five fect in the tide here, which 
makes it necessary to have at least fifty feet depth of 
timber to enable deep draft steamers to float beside the 
wharves at low tide. 

It will be remembered that the proposition to dam the 
St. John river at a place called the Winding Ledges, 
away above Grand Falls, where the river forms the 
boundary between New Brunswick and Maine, was 
brought up last winter and the bill relating to it, though 
it passed the Maine legislature, was defeated in the 
Canadian parliament, through the influence of St. John 
mill men, who claimed that it would put them out of 
business by causing the erection of mills at the Wind- 
ing Ledges, on both sides of the river. At present large 
quantities of logs come to St. John mills from above 
that point. Some American capitalists were interested 
in the scheme, and of course the charge was made that 
it would divert a large amount of our trade to the 
state of Maine. It now appears that the scheme is 
not by any means abandoned. It is heartily supported 
by the people who live in Victoria and Madawaska 
counties, and their representative in the Canadian par- 
liament, Hon, John Costigan, declares it will be brought 
up again. 

B. F. Pearson, of Halifax, who is secretary of the 
Newfoundland Timber Estates Company, says that the 
company operated five mills on that island last summer 
and produced 25,000,000 feet of lumber, and that next 
year it will have six mills and cut 40,000,000 feet. 
Most of it is pine and spruce and is sold on the east 
coast of England in competition with whitewood from 
Norway. H. M. Whitney, of Boston, is president of 
this company and H. J. Crowe, of Halifax, vice presi- 
dent. 

The four masted ship Lancing, the largest sailing 
ship afloat, has just arrived here to load lumber for 
Melbourne, Australia. She will be loaded by A. Cushing 
& Co, 





FROM ONTARIO’S CAPITAL. 


Toronto, OntT., Dee. 7.—The provincial government 
intends very shortly to make an important addition to 
the forest reserve system by extending the present 
Temagami forest reserve so as to include a large area 
lying to the north and west of its limits and embracing 
about 2,800 square miles. This will give the whole 
reserve an area of about 5,000 square miles. The 
territory so to be added is similar in its characteristics 
to that of the present reserve, being unsuited for agri- 
cultural settlement and much intersected by lake and 
rivers. It contains a large quantity of pine, spruce, 
tamarack and cedar as well as hardwood timber. The 
northern portion includes waters draining into Hudson 
bay, but the greater part lies to the south of the 


crit, 
Height of Land. The main consideration Weighin 
with the government is the presence every season a 
tourists and mining prospectors in increasing numbers 
and the consequent danger to the timber from fire in 
the absence of those restrictions enforced in foreg 
reserves. 

Peter W. Christie has been appointed crown timbor 
agent at Owen sound. The crown timber ageney of 
Algoma has been divided. John Manghan has jee, 
appointed agent at Sault Ste. Marie and T. G, Wigg 
has been given the same position in the new divisio, 
to be known as the Tessalow district. 

R. M. Cox & Co., of Liverpool, England, have pur- 
chased from J. R. Booth, of Ottawa, half of his cut for 
the season of 1904 of red and white pine deals, ‘The 
contract is understood to call for the delivery of 15. 
000,000 feet of the best deal and the price is stated to 
be an advance of 10 percent on last season’s figures, 

Seaman & Kent, furniture manufacturers at Mod. 
ford, Ont., recently imported 250,000 feet of maple 
lumber from Bay City, Mich. 

John Charlton, M. P., on November 6 addressed his 
constituents at Waterford, Ont., speaking forcibly jy 
favor of reciprocity with the United States. He urged 
that a great change of opinion had taken place in the 
United States and that Canada should embrace with 
alacrity the opportunity now offered for a broad and 
liberal treaty. He brought to bear upon the details 
of the question his practical knowledge as a lumber. 
man and a man of business. 

J. R. Booth and the W. C. Edwards Company, ex. 
tensive lumber manufacturers of Ottawa, have each 
been fined $5 and costs for violation of the lumber 
piling law by continuing the piling of lumber within 
prohibited areas. The magistrate said he would im- 
pose heavier fines if the lumbermen showed disposition 
further to disobey the law. 


LITIGATION. 


Dispute Over Timber Land Sale. 


SrokaANn, WASH., Dee, 5.—The suit of H. A. Hunter ana 
J. A. Pierce against the Wenatchee Land Company has been 
transferred to the superior court of Spokane county from 
Chelan county. The plaintiffs claim that three years ago 
they were the owners of large tracts of timber lands fn 
Chelan county which they listed for sale with the defend 
ant. The land with the timber upon it is alleged to be 
worth nearly $300,000. The plaintiffs claim that they had 
about closed a contract for a part of the land for $180,000 
when the land company sold the same property to the Gul 
ledge Tammber Company for $19.500 and $1 a_ thousand 
stumpage. The plaintiffs ask $87,500 damages for alleged 
loss in improper sale of the land. 

wr 


International Interests Involved. 


LONDON, ENGLAND, Dec, 1.—The suit of the North Ameri- 
ean Land & Timber Company, T.imited, against J. 1. Wat- 
kins was given a hearing in the chancery division of the 
high court of justice, at London. England, on November 25. 
Mr. Upjohn, counsel for the plaintiff company, stated that 
the North American Land & Timber Company was organized 
in 1882 for the purpose of purchasing, developing. selling 
and otherwise dealing in timber lands in the United States. 
The defendant, J. B. Watkins, an American, was the pro- 
moter of the comnanv, and by an oral agreement between 
the plaintiff and the defendant the latter was to receive cer- 
tain shares in the company as remuneration for introducing 
business and to cover all contingencies on the American 
side. He was accordingly appointed agent and manager in 
the United States and acted in that capacity until 1897. 
when he was dismissed by the directors. It seems that in 
March, 18838, he was given power of attorney to act on 
the company’s behalf in the purchase and sale of timber. 
and from time to time the company remitted to him large 
sums of money for the purpose of paying for these purchases. 
The total amount sent is said to have been about £78,636. 
At different neriods the defendant bought timber lands in 
Louisiana and elsewhere and conveyed them to the trustees of 
the company. Watkins claims that the amount charged to 
the company had been naid out of its money. Te also claims 
that the total sum paid was $388.133, whereas the plain- 
tiff claims that onlv $239,547 had been paid, and that the 
defendant while acting as the company’s agent had made a 
secret profit of abont £380,000. The company seeks to re- 
pt this money with interest at 5 percent since the trans 
action. . 

The counsel for the defense says that the defendant did 
rot admit that he was the promoter and organizer of the 
plaintiff company. nor that it was agreed that he should act 
as its agent in the United States. When he went to the 
Inited States for the purpose of acauiring the timber lands 
in question he found that most of the available timber had 
already been bought by a third party, and the company then 
abandoned the idea of buying any lands, Subsequently. 
however, in 1883. he bought with his own capital and on 
his own behalf 1.200.000 acres of prairie and timber lands. 
which the nlaintiff agreed to purchase from him at so cents 
an naere. He sald from that date he ceased to be an agen 
of the company and relied upon the state of Louisiana, which 
had jurisdiction over the timber land transactions. 











A Timber Cutting Controversy. 


Macon, Ga., Dee. 7.—John Morrison, of Moultrie, oF. 
owner of 8,000 acres of pine timberelands, entered into 
contract whereby the Sumner & Pourd Lumber Company Was 
to cut the timber and pay Morrison a percentage of pro 
coeds when sold as Jumber. While the cutting was going Fo 
Mr. Morrison sold some of the timber at $8 an acre 10 
R. J. Corbett & Co. This aroused the protest of the - 
rer & Pourd people, who claim their title to the provers. 
Mr. Morrison claimed that he had not contracted with A 
lumber company to cut all of it, but that the contract wa 
to affect only as much as it cut. This conflict aroused R. 4. 
Corbett & Co. and they swore out an injunction but res 
serving it. In the meantime all the members of the — 
& Pourd company were arrested as trespassers, but 
promptly gave bond and are still cutting. 








Suit to Recover Value of Logs. 


Everrrr, Wasn., Dec. 5.—The Bradberry Logging Blog| 
nany has recently brought suit against EH. J. McNee ey, . 
Co. and John R. Palmer, for the purpose of recovering ym 
valne of logs alleged to have been apvropriated ty — 
fendants without the consent of the plaintiff. The Pe ia 
company states that on September 1 it owned 1.249 ar 
and a number of hoom sticks which were Iving in the ye 
at Utsalady, Skagit county, valued at $6.174.70. whieh 
taken by the defendants and have never been returned. 
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LOGGING NOTES. 


eee 
SAGINAW VALLEY NOTES. 


1cH., Dee. 8.—Loggers are not having 
Praag Perv ae in getting men for the camps and 
ents here who have been hiring men have been or- 
dered to quit, as more are offering than can find jobs. 
Wages have likewise taken a drop and lumber jacks 
are accepting work at $22 to $24; early in the season 
$26 to $30 was the going rate. Farm work is over for 
the season and the mills have shut down, which has let 
a lot of men loose, and besides the logging business 
will be on a generally smaller scale than usual this 
i catpet of lumber in the Georgian bay district 
was considerably smaller than usual by reason of the 
early closing of navigation and the freeze-up. Nearly 
every mill firm has logs in its boom. ; we: 

Few if any operators are as far ahead in skidding as 
they would like to be. Men were scarce early in the 
winter and the camps were late as a rule in getting 
started. . : 

The Morgan Lumber Company is calculating on get- 
ting in 30,000,000 feet, and is running nine camps with 
700,000 men and 100 teams. ; : 

The Spanish River Lumber Company will put in 
about 18,000,000 feet of logs, and the Eddys at Blind 
River and the mills at Midland, Little Current and 
Parry Sound will have a moderate stock for next sea- 
son, if weather conditions will permit. 





IN THE UPPER PENINSULA. 


CattmeT, Micu., Dec. 7.—With two to three feet of 
snow on the ground, upper Michigan loggers cannot 
very well complain. The shortage of labor continues 
the only unfavorable feature of the logging situation. 
It was expected that large numbers of the men laid 
off at the mines on the iron ranges would go into the 
camps, but such was not the case. Many went west to 
other mining sections and hundreds are returning to 
Europe. They claim that they can save money by 
spending the winter season in Europe and returning in 
the spring, when operations will be resumed on thé 
iron ranges. 

The Parks Grocery Company is rushing its logging 
operations near Balsam. It has engaged all the idle 
teams of the Corrigan-McKinney iron people and will 
keep them busy all winter. In addition it has closed a 
contract with Viano Osterberg and Eli Peitola for 
cutting and hauling 3,000 cords of wood. 

The logging season in the upper peninsula was be- 
gun earlier this season than for many years and the 
loggers are all feeling good over the prospects of 
putting in a large cut. Many of them in the northern- 
most woods are already making ice roads, something 
unheard of at this time of the year, and some of the 
camps have even completed their ice roads and are 
now hauling. North of Escanaba there is a foot and 
a half of snow and this, with the exceptionally cold 
weather, makes the prospects exceedingly bright. 
Nong of the Menominee companies have made their 
ice raads, but it will be but a short time before the 
sprittklers will be put to work. 

James Norton, of Ewen, is making excellent progress 
with his logging work. He had a contract to put in 
10,000,000 feet of pine on the Baltimore river for the 
Ontonagon Lumber & Cedar Company. Work was be- 
gun early in the season and he has 2,000,000 feet cut 
and in the river. He is operating two camps and is 
employing 125 men. Kunze & McRae have-decided to 
suspend operations in their south camp until after 
Christmas. The men employed there have been trans- 
ferred to the firm’s north camp at the Marcotte place, 
where operations will be pushed vigorously for the next 
thirty days at least. Keeler Bros.’ portable saw mill 
has been moved to the Marcotte place and will be 
placed in operation soon. 





MENOMINEE RIVER NOTES. 


MENOMINEE, MicH., Dec. 9.—The Wisconsin & Michi- 
gan railway has begun to shin logs into Marinette and 
Menominee and the amount being brought in is steadily 
Increasing. The company will haul this winter for tho 
Bay Shore Lumber Company, J. W, Wells Lumber Com: 
pany, Hamilton & Merryman Lumber Company and some 
others, The company has also started hauling logs to 
Peshtigo for the Peshtigo Lumber Company. 

The Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul road has not vet 
started hauling logs but will do so in a week or ten days, 

While loggers are generally well pleased with the early 
winter many of them have been greatly hampered by the 
soft ground and in many cases men have had to return 
from the camps to wait for the ground to freeze more 
solidly. The early snow covered the low lands and 
swamps before they were frozen to a sufficient depth 
and now they are freezing very slowly. The ground is 
therefore too soft in these places to bear the weight of 
the horses and onerations can not be carried on. ‘this 
is felt particularly in the cedar swamps, but even the 
pine and hardwond loggers suffer where they have to 
cross 4 swamp with their roads. 


THE OUTLOOK IN NEW BRUNSWICK. 
Sr. Jonns, N. B., Dec. 7.—The newlv organized Scott 
Lumber Comnany, of Fredericton, will eut 22,000,000 
feet of logs in its various operations in this province 
and Quebec this winter. It now has about 1,000 men 
at work. There is a foot of snow in the Quebec 





woods, and enough to make good sleighing has fallen 
in New Brunswick. 

The outlook for lumbering is thus far good, the 
winter having set in early and with steady weather. 
Several of the mills at St. John are still running, but 
all except one or two will soon close until spring. 

Lumber cut on the St. Croix river, on the Maine 
border, will be about 30,000,000 feet this winter. The 
chief operators will be James Murchie & Sons, H. F. 
Eaton & Sons, F. H. Todd & Sons and the Eastern 
Pulp Wood Company. Some of these operators will 
also cut logs on the Tobique, a tributary of the St. 
John, on limits formerly held by Hale & Murchie. 





WOODS WORK IN MAINE. 


Banoor, ME., Dec. 5.—A greater calamity than any 
flood of recent times, and probably greater than the 
forest conflagrations of last spring, is the drouth that 
now prevails all over Maine and has prevailed since last 
March with varying degrees of severity. All kinds of 
industries depending upon a fair pitch in the lakes and 
rivers for purposes of power or of navigation have suf- 
fered serious delays and financial losses. All over the 
state, on the /Penobscot, the Kennebec, the Androscog- 
gin and other rivers, mills are shutting down and the 
operatives by thousands are idle; woodworking concerns 
depending upon water power are in many instances 
‘thigh and dry.’’ Nearly all of the saw mills using 
water power are now shut down for the winter, after 
a season of unsteady work or work at reduced capacity. 

Fred A. Gilbert, timber agent of the Great Northern, 
reports that thus far conditions have been very favor- 
able for the cutting and yarding of logs in the Penob- 
scot region, and that more than the usual quantity has 
been yarded. Nearly all of the work has thus far been 
done on bare ground, but lately about four inches of 
snow has fallen and there is fair sledding on smooth 
roads. Weather conditions are far from settled, how- 
ever. The cold snap of the past week, with zero tem- 
perature, has now been succeeded by a warm wave and 
slight snowfalls, and it is the belief of old lumbermen 
that there will be a perfect flood of rain before the 
end of the month. 

Tt is a very unusual if not an unprecedented thing for 
so many loggers to be discharged at this season of the 
year. A few weeks ago the lumbermen were scouring 
New England to get men and all sorts of help was en- 
gaged at high wages. Now the great drouth has thrown 
hundreds of loggers on the market when the camps are 
about all full, and the question along the West branch 
is one of work and not of help. 

Thirty-five million feet of logs will be cut this winter 
on the East branch of the Penobscot to supply the 
plant of the Katahdin Pulp & Paper Company at Lin- 
coln. Of this quantity the company itself will cut 
17,000,000 feet—12,000,000 on Trout brook and _ 5,000,- 
000 on Wassataquoik stream—while 6,000,000 will becut 
under contract by other parties and 12,000,000 feet 
purchased. The Katahdin company recently bought the 
logging equipment of T. H. & P. Lawler, of Benedicta, 


and also the permits of that firm to lumber along the , 


Allegash, which permits have some years to run. On 
the Lawler locations crews are now engaged in cutting 
6,000,000 feet of snruce, which, as above stated, will 
go into the Katahdin company’s supply. 


HYMENEAL. 


Hackley—Morse. 


Muskrcon, Micn., Dec. 9.—Charles Moore Hackley and 
Miss Edith Morse were married this afternoon at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. L. B. Morse, the bride’s parents, Reverend 
Archibald Hadden. of the First Congregational church, per- 
forming the ceremony. After a short wedding trip they wil! 
be at home in a residence at 108 Clay avenue which was 
one of their wedding gifts. Mr. Hackley is the adopted 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Hackley. The bride is a 
popular and prominent young lady. 








Ce ee eee ea 
Marsh-Stone. 


Cards have been issned annonncing the marriage on 
Wednesday, December 23. of Edgar Pennington Marsh. 
Pittsburg representative of the well known wholesale lum- 
ber firm of E. B. Foss & Co., Bay City. Mich., to Minnie 
Relle Stone, of Saginaw. Mich. Mr. Marsh ts a most ponn- 
lar man in the trade and his many friends wish for him 
and his bride a wedded carreer of happiness and prosperity. 





Earles-Joyce. 


PORTLAND, ORE., Dec. 5.—It might be sald that one of 
the most imnortant bit of news in lumber circles on the 
north coast this week is the announcement of the marriage 
of Michael Farles. president of the Pnget Sound Mill & 
Timber Company. Fairhaven. Wash., to Helen Louise Joyce. 
doctor of osteonathyv. of Whatcom, and one of the foremost 
osteonaths In Washington. The wedding ceremony was sol- 
emnized very quietly at the cathedral in Portland, December 
. at 11 a. m., by Archbishop Alexander Christie, of this 

ocese, 

None of Mr. Farles’ most intimate friends knew of the 
approaching marriage, not even his business assoclates at 
Fairhaven, until after it occurred. It was supnosed that 
Mr. Earles was a confirmed bachelor. His business asso- 
clates were also bachelors until. a year ago, Archie Martin. 
secretary of the company. broke loose and was married. 
Last July Frank S. Mackintosh, of the Farles-Mackintosh 
Comnany. Minneapolls. followed suit. It Is presumed that 
Mr. Farles became lonesome or perhaps envious of their hap- 
piness ard went and did likewise. 

Mrs. Farles Is a very accomplished lady and prominent tn 
osteopathic circles In the west. She is a graduate of the 
Northern Institute of Osteopathy of Minneapolis. and after- 
wards was a member of the faculty of the California College 
of Osteopathy at San Francisco and is widely known as a 
brilliant lecturer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Earles will leave tonight for San Franciseo 
and Los Angeles and after sojourning there a while will 
travel through the east. getting back to Fairhaven about 
February 1 next. where they will make their future home 
ond where Mr. Earles’ extensive business Interests are cen- 
tered. 
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Merrill Lumber Company 
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HEMLOCK 


AS YOU WANT IT 


We also have a limited amount of 
4, 5, and 6 inch Basswood Siding 
and Ceiling in mixed cars. Write 
-we would like to tell you about it. 


B. F. McMillan & Bro. 


McMILLAN, WISs. 
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Co., 


SAGINAW, MICH 


Le 
RED AND 
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e + at Kelley—in shipping 
H ave in Pi le condition — about 


1800-000 WHITE PINE 


t inch stock of all grades and sizes. Can ship 
worked as desired, in full car loads or mixed 
with Hemlock. 


LAMAR SEXMITH, Wausau, Wis. 
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AT FAR NORTHWESTERN MILLING POINTS. 





Good Cedar a Profitable Trade Getter—Activity at Everett’s Fir and Cedar [anufactories— 
A Combine of Cities that Has a Substantial Backing—Some of Its 
Early History—Fir Products as a Specialty. 





SEATTLE. WASH., Dee. 5.—Conditions through this 
state in the lumber trade miyht be better, yet they 
have been far worse than they are. In Seattle one 
hears considerable about the poor demand, low prices 
and the like, but when a visit is made to the mills 
one finds the situation as ouvlined by the manufactur 
ers to be somewhat better, and manufacturers at 
tribute the feeling here to the fact that Seattle is 
largely a buying market, and from time immemorial 
buyers were bears on the market. However that may 
be. trade conditions may be said to he fairly good 
and if the supply of cars were more plentiful there 
would not be as much complaint. This is the period of 
the vear when the demand from the east is quiet if 
it ever is, and with the exception of the 
trade has always been oa 
time, but it 


last two years 
little quict at this 


usually 


picks 


The Great Northern Shingle Company, which re- 
cently moved its headquarters to Everett, has an office 
in the Wisconsin block. The president and manager 
of this company is E. W. Wiese and the vice president 
is Henry Wiese, his father, who resides at Avoca, Iowa. 
Their mills are at Baring, Wash., about forty-three 
miles east of Everett on the Great Northern road. 
They make 200,000 shingles daily there and expect 
in the near future to build a saw mill at Grotto, three 
and a half miles further east. The Great Northern 
Shingle Company, so Mr. Wiese states, is entering ex- 
tensively into the wholesaling of shingles and Pacific 
coast lumber in addition to what it manufactures and 
is fast becoming a factor in the trade of this section. 

The Weidauer-Lansdowne company is putting in a 
factory for the manufacture of cedar and fir columns 
at Everett, which business it will carry on in addition 
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HOW THE LARSON LUMBER COMPANY LOGS, A'T WHATCOM, WASIL. 


up again early in the new year, when the eastern 
trade begins to buy for the spring needs. Lumber 
men generally hope that the car situation will be im 
proved and are looking forward to results from the 
conference with. President Hloward Elliott, of the 
Northern Pacific, which occurred November 20. Presi 
dent Elliott, when vice president. of the Burlington 
system, always showed a friendly interest in the lum 
ber industry of the coast and was disposed to grant the 
requests of the lumbermen for certain concessions, 
although the carrying out of some of these conces 
sions was blocked by the attitude of the transcon- 
tinental roads. The first thing that the lumbermen 
want out here is more cars and after that a lower 
rate into the Missouri river territory. They believe, 
however, that time wili work out the solution of this 
problem, but they are disposed to help the matter 
along as far as it is possible with their own efforts, 


Busy Everett. 
It seemed like old times in the east for the AMERICA’! 


LUMBERMAN representative to visit Fred K. Baker, 
manager of the Ferry-Baker Lumber Company, in his 


offee at the mill in’ Everett. Mr. Baker is. not 
pessimistic. In fact, he looks the situation in the 


face cheerfully and believes that the recent let up in 
the demand is only temporary and that the demanil 
now is better than it was a few months ago. His plant 
is turning out 75,000 feet of lumber daily and about 
15 pereent is cedar, and is making 225,000 shingles 
daily. The company operates a large logging camp 
near Big lake, from where the logs are brought down 
by rail to the mill at Everett. As an illustration of 
the way the lumber shippers on Puget sound are 
situated, Mr. Baker cited an instance of a car shipped 
by his company to Nebraska out of which it received 
$115 for the lumber and the railroad got $295 
for carrying it to its destination. However, all 
ears do not net so little. The company recently 
shipped a car of cedar lumber to the east which netted 
$1,550 at the mill, so Mr. Baker is of the opinion that 
cedar is rather valuable lumber and he proposes to 
put on the market the very best grade of manufae- 
tured cedar products that it is possible to turn out 
with a modern, up-to-date saw mill and planing mill. 
Mr. Baker is exceedingly fortunate in having able 
lieutenants in the persons of EK. A. Poyneer, who has 
charge of the sales at the mill, and Charles Van Pelt, 
the able eastern representative, who makes his head- 
quarters at the Lumber Exchange, Minneapolis. 
**Van,’’ as he is commonly ealled, has a host of friends 
among the dealers throughout the Mississippi valley, 


i 
devoting their efforts to special work, turning 
what stock doors are absolutely necessary. 

C. D. Fratt, manager of the Robinson Manufactyr. 
ing Company, says that the eastern situation ig very 
unstable at present. He expects to make a trip eagt 
soon and visit the larger wholesalers and get in touch 
with trade conditions there. 

Manager Frank Wheelihan, of the Wheelihan-Weij- 
daeur company, corroborates Mr. Fratt’s statement 
regarding eastern conditions. His company has been 
working this summer on a large government contraet 
which has kept the plant busy. 

Pendleton & Gilkey are running their mill at Sauk, 
Wash., and in addition are doing a large wholegale 
business. They are getting ready to handle the out- 
put of the new. plant of the Mukilteo Lumber Com. 
pany at Mukilteo, three miles south of Everett on the 
Great Northern road, Ernest A. Nickerson, the prime 
mover in this concern, expects to have the new plant 
running early next year, and when completed it will he 
one of the finest plants on the sound, Everything about 
it is being made of the best possible material and 
equipped with the most modern machinery and it 
will surely be one .of the ‘‘show plants’’ of the 
north coast. A notable little city is springing up at 
Mukilteo and a branch of the electric railroad from 
Everett is planned to reach there shortly. KE. 8S. Me- 
Elroy, sales manager for Pendleton & Gilkey in their 
general office at Minneapolis, is due at Mukilteo this 
week to take charge of the new company’s gales, 
Mr. McElroy has hosts of friends on the sound, ag 
he spent several years here prior to going east a year 


out only 


ago. 
The New.City of Beilingham. 

The fourth largest city in the state of Washington 
is the new city of Bellingham, which is made up of a 
consolidation of Whatcom and Fairhaven, and the 
citizens of this newly born city say they have 25,000 
people within the city limits. A few weeks ago the 
consolidation scheme was carried at the polls and 
there now remain only the formalities to be gone 
through with to create che new city of Bellingham. 
Some say that when the consolidation shall actually be 
effected the name of Bellingham will be dropped and 
Whatcom substituted therefor, and they figure that 
this would be wise, as there are many places named 
Bellingham in other states whereas there is but one 
Whatcom in the world and that is here on Bellingham 
bay. It is as characteristic a name as is Seattle, 
Tacoma or Spokane and should be retained, 

Mr. Bloedel as a Historian. 

J. H. Bloedel, the energetic manager of the Larson 
Lumber Company, Whatcom, is an old settler on the 
bay as such things go, having come here from the 
east in 1889. As an old settler the writer got from 
him some points about the early history of the two 
villages now made ove large city. Jle said that What- 





AT WORK IN TITE WOODS. 


to a large wholesale lumber and shingle business. 
Messrs. Weidauer and Lansdowne have leased the ware- 
house formerly occupied by the Nickerson Machinery 
Depot and in which they are establishing their fae- 
tory. , 

The Weyerhacuser Timber Company plant is sawing 
wood. It is under the management of Everett M. 
Warren, who is building up an extensive trade in the 
east, where Mr. Warren has a large acquaintance. He 
takes great pride in his mill work and the new planing 
mill is fulfilling all his expectations. The company 
makes a specialty of well manufactured lumber, and 
as this is a drawing ecard with the eastern trade it 
makes customers and holds them after they have once 
been obtained. Warren is a good fellow and is well 
liked out here among the mill men. 

The fir door manufacturers of Everett are complain- 
ing of the door situation in the east, where prices are 
now at a point which almost prohibits their shipping 
fir doors into that territory. The result is that the 
factories here are reducing their capacity and are 





SOME OF THE LARSON LUMBER COMPANY'S FORCE 


com was founded in 1845 and in 1857 the federal 
government built a fort on the bay a couple of miles 
west of what is now the center of Whatcom, Captain 
Pickett was in charge. When the civil war broke out 
the fort was abandoned and Captain Pickett joined 
the confederate army and became famed as one of the 
fighting generals, leading the famous Pickett ’s brigade 
which history tells about. ; 

The old barracks remained intact until recently ane 
a few years ago a country club was formed at What- 
com with the idea of utilizing the old building, but 
before the plan was carried out it was destroyed by 
fire. Mr. Bloedel says that the cedar shingles 00 
the roof of the fort buildings remained good and 
sound to the last, but they were largely taken by 
the shingle brokers to send east to show the durabil- 
ity of cedar shingles in the early days when m& 
sionary work of this nature was being done in the east 
to illustrate the merits of red cedar shingles. There 
still remains the old bridge .across Whatcom creek = 
is ealled Pickett’s bridge and with which the o 
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settlers will not allow the march of progress to inter- 
~~ 1873 Captain Eldridge and Erastus Bartlett 
started a town on the bay south of Whatcom and ad- 
joining it, which they called Bellingham. At that 
time they expected it would be the terminus of the 
Northern Pacifie railway, which was then building 
across to the coast. In faet it might be said that 
nearly every hamlet and village on Puget sound had 
expectations of being the terminus of the Northern 
Pacifie road, but Tacoma got the plum. Bellingham 
later was joined to the town of Fairhaven, which was 


effected under the name of Bellingham, a name de- 
rived from that of one of the lieutenants of Captain 
Vancouver, who cruised the waters of this section 
many years ago. In 1858 there was great excitement 
over the discovery of gold on the upper Fraser river 
in British Columbia and thousands of miners from 
California Janded from vessels at Whatcom on Belling- 
ham bay, as it was the closest point to the gold coun- 
try. Over 10,000 people lived in tents at one time, 
going and coming over the trails from the Fraser river 
country. So much for the history of the new city of 
Bellingham. 


37 


the Jap who waited on the table place the wooden 
potato on Mr. Loggie’s plate. Mr. Loggie was busy 
telling some interesting story and did not notice the 
deception that was played upon him until he had made 
several efforts to carve it and then his friends all 
had a good laugh at his expense. 


Make a Specialty of Fir Products. 

The Larson Lumber Company makes 300,000 shingles 
daily at Whatcom and 200,000 at the mill at Alger. 
fifteen miles south of Whatcom, which the company 
recently bought, together with a body of timber, but 














A VIEW OF THE LARSON LUwWIBER COMPANY’S PLANT, AT WHATCOM, WASH. 


located south of it. In the late ’50s P. B. Cornwall, 
of San Francisco, found and developed a coal mine on 
property just back of Whatcom which he operated 
until along in the ’70s, when it was abandoned. A little 
village sprang up about the mine, called Sehome, and 
in 1891 it was consolidated with Whatcom as the town 
of New Whatcom. A few years later, by act of the 
legislature, the word new was dropped and it became 
Whatcom. In 1881 Fairhaven was founded by Dan 
Harris and on October 27, 1903, by vote of the citizens 
of Fairhaven and Whatcom, a consolidation was 


His Wooden Potato. 


Not long ago the Larson Lumber Company opened 
one of its new cook houses at the mill and held a 
howse warming at which several of the lumbermen of 
that section were invited guests. Mr. Bloedel has a 
cedar burl that was found by one of his woodsmen 
and that for all the world looks like a big potato and 
it takes a very close examination to discover the 
difference. George W. Loggie, manager of the What- 
com Falls Mill Company, was one of the guests and it 
is said Mr. Bloedel put up a joke on him by having 


the specialty of this company is edge grain yellow fir 
flooring. Iis timber is very fine and enables it to 
turn out a high grade of flooring. ‘The saw mill turns 
out about 2,250,000 feet of lumber a month, it being 
equipped with double circular and Mershon band re- 
saw. Mr. Bloedel says the company has a large trade 
in flooring, drop siding and ceiling in lowa, Minnesota 
and South Daketa. 

Roy Martin, well known in the Mississippi valley, 
where he used to sell lumber on the road, has charge 
of the sales department. 





CALIFORNIA. 
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IN THE CITRUS FRUIT BELT. 

Los ANGELES, CAL., Dee. 5.—In all the history of 
the business here and in the surrounding valley there 
has never been such a trade as during the present 
season, and it is still at high tide. There is no letup 
in any way. 

There has been quite an addition to the lumber fleet 
of late and yet it has not been possible for dealers to 
accumulate any great amount of stock. A trip 
through the various lumber yards in the city and 
along the docks at San Pedro shows small stocks com- 
paratively everywhere, perhaps a trifle larger than a 
year ago but not out of proportion to the extra amount 
of lumber received. It is not unusual for receipts to 
reach 25,000,000 to 30,000,000 feet a week at the three 
ports of San Pedro, Redondo and Santa Monica. 

Prices remain about as they have been all the sea- 
son. There have been spasmodic cases of cutting, 
especially on the part of commission men and scalpers, 
but as a rule the regular dealers have held firmly to 
their prices. The rush for buildings is so great that 
it is not difficult to maintain prices. There may be 
grumbling on the part of consumers and contractors, 
but building goes on and the prices are ultimately 
paid. The reports of the buildirg department show 
that during October Los Angeles made a most excel- 
lent showing, the total number of permits for the 
month being 634, at an estimated value of $1,153,910. 
During the third week the number of permits issued 
was 152, of an estimated value of $246,239, which was 
a slight comparative falling off over the last week. 
Last week has shown only a slight increase, although 
it included Thanksgiving Day. The rush of act- 
ual settlers into this country is so great that it is 
impossible to build houses fast enough to acecommo- 
date them and actual thousands are living in tents 
or mere rough board shacks, waiting for permanent 
quarters to be built. It has been suggested that dur- 
ing such a rush time as the present and for the use 
of temporary residents, a ready made house built in 
sections that could be easily put together by hooks or 
Screws and that could be easily knocked down and 
moved might find a ready market. There is one con- 
cern here that is putting up something of the kind, 
but their style is hardly portable enough, it taking 
too much time to set them up and, more than all else, 
to take them down and move them without damage. 

It is pleasing to note that the general prosperity is 
not confined entirely to Los Angeles, but reaches out 
all over the little towns and hamlets between the 
desert and the sea and from Santa Barbara to the 

exican line, 

P The neighboring city of Pasadena has had a wonder- 
ne — all during the season. The city and sur- 
Png ing country have probably increased in popula- 
a. — — ae 50 percent since the beginning of 
bémbtiter Pr Poa erever one goes up and down its 
pe f ‘reets and among its handsome residences 
ere is the sound of the hammer and the saw and 
oan man capable of using either is busy from week’s 
canien my end and in many instances jobs are 
ing for aborers, It may be said here that this 
portion of California is freer from labor troubles 
probably than any other section of the country, So 


busy is it and with such a diversity of industries 
that labor agitators and labor union extremists find 
but little encouragement here, and although there are 
some unions they are very quiet and strikes are rare 
and, more rarely still, successful. ° 

Receipts.of lumber to date at San Pedro have been 
largely in excess of any previous corresponding pe- 
riod. The prophecy mace months ago in these letters 
that receipts might reach 400,000,000 feet will un- 
doubtedly be fulfilled, and it may run something over 
these figures. 

The box business has been brisk all summer. ‘The 
fruit crop has been large, though no record breaker. 
Thirty thousand carloads of oranges, lemons and grape- 
fruit were shipped during the season and probably an 
equal number of cars of other fruits in one shape or 
another, green, dried or canned, or at least will be 
shipped before the end of the year, and ‘to this may 
be added a large number of ears of vegetables and 
nuts. This has tended to keep the prices of boxes 
high. The orange season is just beginning. Several 
packing houses in this immediate vicinity will begin 
this by shipping at least a carload each. North 
of Tehachapi Pass shipping is well under way and 
in some places completed, the oranges ripening faster 
than here. From now on until next spring there will 
be a grand rush of shipments of the so-called citrus 
fruits and the receipts of shooks will grow larger and 
larger until after the first of March. 

The cooperage business has not been entirely satis- 
factory this season, for two reasons; first, the high 
price of stock, which has been unprecedented, coupled 
with an actual scarcity and the dullness of the wine 
market and the high price of grapes in proportion, 
which has caused the wineries to curtail their output 
in this part of the state. Several owners of larcve 
wineries have gone out of business entirely. The 
great San Gabriel winery near Pasadena has been 
abandoned and the grounds and buildings have passed 
into the hands of a large company of which Alfred 
Dolge, late of Dolgeville, N. Y., is at the head, backed 
by a large amount of capital, and which is already 
manufacturing a large variety of articles of felt and 
of wood similar to the business carried on for many 
years in the New York town. Felt shoes, felt piano- 
hammers, wooden piano and organ sounding-boards 
and a variety of other things are already on the list. 

The Southern Pacific has built immense car shops 
here for the road, and the Huntington street railway 
interests have also built large shops, not only for 
repairing electric cars but for building the finest types 
possible. New furniture factories have been started 
and a number of other industries have been opened up, 
including new planing mills, interior finish factories 
and some new saw mills in the San Bernardino timber 
section. 

Work on the San Pedro breakwater is progressing 
rapidly and will undoubtedly be comnleted within 9 
year or eighteen months. Captain McKinstry, of the 
engineer corps, United States army. has been detailed 
to take charge of the engineer’s office here. He sue- 
eeeds Major Willard. so well known in Chicago, who 
has been ordered to Newport, R. T., to take charge of 
some important work. 

Philip Auten. the Chieago lumberman. and family 
have arrived at Pasadena for the winter. where Mr. 
Arten has just completed a handsome residence. 

The late advance in shingles in the north may or 


may not affect prices here, depending on whether or 
not the redwood shingle men also advance prices, as 
but few red cedar shingles are used here. However, 
it has served to stiffen the local market to some extent. 

Very latest advices indicate that there will be no 
compromise between the steamboat companies, al- 
though President Harriman, of the Southern Pacific, 
is threatening to interfere and something may yet be 
done. 





EXTENDING CALIFORNIA’S RAILROADS. 


EuREKA, CAL, Dee. 5.—As the 
railroad talk and report of new corporations and 
schemes seem to increase rather than to abate. To sup- 
plement the list of new corporations that have been re- 
ported the last few weeks, it is now given out that the 
Santa Fe has bought or entered some sort of an alliance 
with the North Shore railroad running from Saucelito 
on San Francisco bay to Cazadero, near the coast in 
Sonoma county. Such connection would give quite a 
length of road already built and terminal facilities on 
San Francisco bay. It is claimed that the Southern 
Pacifie officials have been interested enough to engage 
in a thorough investigation of the move, and the man- 
agement of that road is now satisfied that the Santa 
le has recently effected some kind of an arrangement 
with the North Shore representatives by which, if it 
be so inelined, it can merge its new coast line with 
that of the North Shore, connecting the two at Caza- 
dero, thereby giving the Sante Fe a quick route from 
KHureka to San Francisco bay and advantageous con- 
nection with San Francisco. This report, with so much 
of circumstance given, coming immediately on the heels 
of the detailed report of a large force of Santa Fe 
surveyors in the field surveying a line from Stockton 
through an entirely new territory, via Sacramento anil 
through Lake, Mendocino and Trinity counties to Hum- 
boldt, is causing much comment. Current newspaper 
report has it that at a meeting with prominent citizens 
of Stockton President Ripley had declared that con- 
struction work on the line would begin by spring. As 
evidence that active work at his end of the line is in 
preparation, 10,000 tons of rails have already been 
landed on Humboldt bay, and deliveries are being made 
weekly by returning lumber eraft. 

The Sovthern Pacific is making no bluster but is ap- 
parently doing equally earnest work. The country 
between Grant’s Pass and Crescent City and on to the 
mouth of the Klamath river has been thoroughly sur- 
veyed, the work completed and several parties with- 
drawn from the field for the season. It has acquired 
and reorganized the Eureka & Klamath River railroad, 
which is being built from Eureka up the coast. The 
new incorporation is called the California & Oregon 
Coast railroad, to run from Grant’s Pass via Creseent 
City to Eureka. At about the same time ineorpora- 
tion papers were filed for the Chico & Northern rail- 
road, to run from Chico to Sterling, a distance of thir- 
ty-one miles. 

The entrance into Humboldt by H. E. Huntington, 
Mrs. ©. P. Huntington and General Thomas H. Hub- 
hard, in joining with A. B. Hammond in his various 
large enterprises in mills, timber lands and railroad, 
is regarded here as a heavy card played. There is no 
lack of evidence that the Southern Pacifie is preparing 
thoroughly for aggressive work in this direction. The 
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Trade)! FIR TIMBERS, SHIP BUILDING and 


IVI RAILROAD MATERIAL. 


We are also manufacturers.of Fir 
Lumber, Lath, Flooring, Ceiling, 
etc., for the Eastern Trade. 


MUTUAL LUMBER CO., 


(Successors to BUCODA LUMBER CO.) 


SAW MILL CAPACITY 100,000 FT. 
ORY KILN 50,000 FT. 





Bucoda, Wash. 














R. J. MENZ. Pres, 6.W. DULANY, JR., V.-Pres. & Treas. 


The Menz Lumber Co. 


WHOLESALE DEALERS AND MANUFACTURERS 


WASHINGTON RED CEDAR SHINGLES 


Complete transit lines of 16 and 18-inch Shingles carried 
via all eastern and western routes. 


Everything in Pacific Coast Lumber. 


JNO. McDONNELL, Sec. 


4x4 & 6-in. Bevel Siding our Specialty. 
Direct from Mill to Retail Lumbermen, 


EASTERN AND MAIN OFFICE: 
726-7-8 Lumber Exchange, MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 


¢@ Address all correspondence to Minneapolis office. 


501 L’b’r Exchange, SEATTLE, WASH. 





Fir Spruce and 


Cedar Lumber. 
RED CEDAR SHINGLES. 


Persistent 


Pushers 


MANUFACTURERS—WHOLESALERS. 


Shipments, 6,000 cars 
Write for prices. . 


MACVAY-BOLCOM LUMBER CO., Ballard, Wash, 
BOLCOM BARTLETTIMILL CO,, Machias, Wash, 
BOLCOM VAMDERHOFF CO., Sumas, Wash, 


BUYING OFFICES, Seattle and Whatcom. Wash. 
STORAGE HoUsEs, Minneapolis, Winona and Kansas City. 


H. C. BOLCOM LUMBER CO, 


Winona, Minn. 


Sales Office for 
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opening of spring is likely to develop a general era of 
construction work on the part of the two roads. In 
the meantime, under the influence of these signs, red- 
wood, in fact all lumber lands, are advancing in price 
monthly, both in availabile operating lands and those 
more remote. 


IN THE NORTHERN REDWOOD BELT. 


Eureka, CaL., Dee. 5.—The Northern Redwood Com- 
pany, at Korbel, is building a number of logging cars 
to supplement and increase the present capacity, and 
is also constructing a number of buildings for the 
accommodation of employees having families. _— , 

The Arcata stave mill, a branch of the California 
barrel factory, of San Francisco, is now in full opera- 
tion. It is equipped with two 16x60 boilers, ‘‘ Yankee’’ 
self-feeders and 16x32 engine; also a compound engine 
to drive the dynamo. Two dry kilns situated a short 
distance from the factory will contain 72,000 staves at 
one time. Most complete arrangements and system 
have been perfected against fire, and the whole forms 
an admirably equipped establishment. 

The Vance Lumber Company purposes to close down 
for needed repairs on Christmas. The mill has been 
running steadily for sixteen months since it was re- 
modeled and enlarged, except for a few holidays, and 
needs repair work now, but orders are pressing and 
General Manager Fenwick says that the company can- 
not afford to stop until Christmas, when the repair and 
righting up will be rushed night and day for next run. 
It will probably take three weeks to get the mill into 
full operation after closing down. The big door fac- 
tory and molding mill will continue without cessation, 
except for the Christmas holidays. The company is 
taking active steps to extend the sales of this depart- 
ment in the eastern states. 

The Carson mill, in Eureka, has ceased its night run, 
but continues its day schedule. Orders are keeping all 
departments moving. 

During November there was an unprecedented vol- 
ume of trade eleared from the Eureka custom house, 
as follows: 

November 3—-American schooner Metha Nelson, for Topo- 
lobampo bay, Mexico; lumber, 550,688 feet. 

November 10—British bark Woollabra, for Sydney, N. 8. 
W.; lumber, 715,750 feet. 

November 12—Norwegian bark City of Agra, for Mel- 
bourne, Australia; lumber, 653,376 feet. 

November 13—American bark Charles B. Henny, for Syd- 
ney, N. 8. W.; lumber, 743,355 feet. 

November 16—British bark Aunasona, for Glasgow, Scot- 
land; lumber, 1,127,713 feet. 

November 21—American barkentine Amelia, for Honolulu, 
H. I.; lumber, 398.516 feet. 

November 21—American schooner Olga, for Topolobampo, 
Mexico; lumber, 548,726 feet. 


November 27—American schooner Minnie A. Caine, for 
Sydney, N. S. W.; lumber, 784,664 feet. 








FROM THE GOLDEN GATE. 

San FRANcisco, CaL., Dec. 4.—There will be a light 
stock at the redwood mills at the close of the year, as 
shipments for November have been the largest ever 
known in that month. The totals have been nearly 
27,500,000 feet, against 23,782,344 feet for November, 
1902, an increase of over 3,500,000 feet. This was not 
expected until toward the close of the month on ac- 
count of the storms and the generally rough weather 
of the earlier part of it. As matters look now it would 
seem as if the shipments from the mills for the year 
will exceed those of last year by close to 40,000,000 
feet. The enforced light shipments of fir lumber for 
the most of the past month have favored the sales of 
redwood, which has consequently been in better de- 
mand for local trade. This has been particularly so in 
southern California, where consumption has for some 
time been increasing at a great rate. 

The prospective war between the Pacific Coast 
Steamship Company and the owners of steam schoon- 
ers has created an unusual interest in every part of 
the state even among those interested in sugar and 
white pine, and the visit of the representative of the 
company in this city is lookd for with eagerness. It 
affects those interested in redwood as well as in fir, 
as if the steamship company should enter on the busi- 
ness of selling fir in a big way it would of course tend 
to weaken redwood, too. It is still the opinion of con- 
servative people that a way out of this tangle will be 
found and it is to be hoped that there may. 

There is serious talk among manufacturers of fir 
lumber and their representatives here of closing more 
or less of the mills on account of the present excessive 
production and -low prices and should this be deter- 
mined on it will help to solve the price problem and to 
minimize the untoward results of a lumber war on the 
part of the Pacific Coast Steamship Company. Should 
this later trouble take a tangible form there is no 
doubt that the policy of closing would be a wise one. 

D. H. McEwen has gone to Chico. 

Manager Kendrick, of Adams & Co., has returned 
after an absence of two months in the east. 

B. F. Nelson, the big Minneapolis lumberman, has gone 
to Sisson to study out conditions in that section. 

A. B. Hammond, president of the Hammond Lumber 
Company, is still absent in Portland, Ore., but will 
return tomorrow. F. M. Fenwick is in charge at head- 
quarters here. 

J. E. Bell, formerly with the Bell-Nelson Company, 
Everett, is now looking after the lumber end of the 
business of the Pacific Coast Steamship Company. He 
is going to San Pedro to establish lumber yards for the 
company in the southern part of the state. From this 
it would appear as though the steamship company 
meant business and it is averred that though it may 
come together with the steam schooner and sailing ves- 





sel owners it is in the lumber business to stay. At 
any rate the company has notified the proprietors o¢ 
some of the lumber yards in the south that are on its 
ground to move. 

J. J. Loggie has returned from a business trip to 
Eureka. 

At a meeting of the redwood manufacturers yegter. 
day a vote was taken on a proposition to shut down the 
mills for one month, beginning with January 1, but the 
resolution was not pressed on account of the opposi- 
tion of one mill man. An agreement was reached at 
this meeting to subscribe for an exhibit at the Louis. 
ana Purchase Exposition and the amount can be made 
up to $8,000 if necessary. Mrs. E. A. Krebs has charge 
of the work. 

There has been an inquiry in the market here for 
150,000 redwood railroad ties and a contract for them 
will probably be made within a few days. They are 
for a state railroad. 

Eureka beat the record last month in exports of 
lumber. There ‘were eight cargoes shipped thence—a 
total of 5,522,788 feet of redwood valued at $144,719, 
Of the whole Auttralia had four cargoes—three to Syd- 
ney and oné.t@ Melbourne, the total being 2,897,145 
feet valued ot taba. One cargo went to Glasgow— 
1,127,713 feet—valued at $35,523; two to Topolobampo, 
Mexico—1,099,414 feet—valued at $16,220, and one to 
Honolulu—398,615 feet—valued at $9,752. A good deal 
more will be shipped by the end-of the year. 

The big saw mill at Samoa has been running day and 
night. 

The work at Freshwater is progressing steadily, 
When completed the mill will be one of the largest and 
best appointed in Humboldt county and will be a good 
running mate with the splendid mill at Scotia, Sec. 
retary L. L. Long, of the Pacific Lumber Company, 
reports that the mill there is keeping up its record for 
the season and that business is good. 

Partly owing .to cheap freight rates, partly to the 
necessity of finding an outlet for the surplus produe- 
tion, a large number of vessels have been chartered to 
take cargoes from Oregon and Washington ports dur- 
ing the past month. There is a good demand for red- 
wood for foreign shipment and an engagement has 
been made during the past week for Topolobampo, the 
Ottilje Fjord being placed on the berth to load at 
Eureka. 

Several mills at Grays Harbor will be shut down for 
a while on account of the low prices prevailing for fir 
and it is hoped that this will have the effect of steady- 
ing the market in the near future. The dropping off in 
the eastern trade has had the effect of sending every- 
thing to San Francisco. 

For the past three months the redwood manufactur- 
ers have adhered steadily to the price list and will do 
so right along no matter what the condition of the pine 
market may be. 

The sugar and white pine people are now closing a 
most successful year. A year ago they had 40,000,000 
to 50,000,000 feet of stock on hand and now with what 
they have sold they have practically none. Orders for 
Australia are growing larger and now they will ex- 
ceed 3,000,000 feet. They are more than satisfied with 
the outcome. The demand for factory stock continues 
to increase. There is an active inquiry from the east- 
ern sash and door men. F. F. Sayre, the representa- 
tive of the mills, has been away at the West Side mill 
for a few days while E. F. Wist, his able lieutenant, 
held the fort. 





Los Angeles and southern California generally are 
having a rapid development. In the first ten months 
of this year permits to build to the number of 5,211 
structures were issued in Los Angeles, the proposed 
structures calling for an expenditure of $10,851,710. 
These figures indicate an increase of 50 percent as 
compared to permits and costs during a like portion of 
last year. They place Los Angeles almost on a level 
with St. Louis, Pittsburg and San Francisco in extent 
of building operations this year, and in a position oaly 
inferior to New York (Manhattan borough), Phila- 
delphia, Chicago and Brooklyn. With probably one 
fifteenth of the population of Chicago, Los Angeles is 
spending more than a third as much as the western 
metropolis, and is erecting with its nearly $11,000,000 
nearly as many buildings as is Chicago. Of course, the 
difference in cost relative to the number of buildings 
erected in the two cities results from the larger siz¢ 
of the structures built in Chicago as compared to those 
in Los Angeles. But it is a great thing for the Cali- 
fornia city when any comparison can be drawn betwees 
the building operations of the two cities. ‘Los Angeles, 
as the chief city of southern California, is making 
phenomenal strides, and there is an energy and magnl- 
ture in its growth that indicate that it is to become oné 
of the great cities of the Pacific coast country. 





Lumbermen throughout the country are watching 
with considerable interest the tests that are being 
made of the strength of the principal American woods 
used for heavy construction, which are now in progress: 
at Washington, D. C.; at Yale University, New Haven, 
Conn.; at Purdue University, Lafayette, Ind., and at 
the University of California, Berkeley, Cal. These 
tests are being carried on under the supervision of the 
bureau of forestry. At the conclusion of the tests the 
bureau of forestry will compile a comparative state 
ment of the strength of the different woods, to which 
the engineer can refer when he wants to know what 
kind of lumber to use for certain purposes. The 
will be in cross bending and breaking, compression 
with and against the grain, and shearing. 
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jTacoMA, WASH., Dec. 4.—November was the dullest 
month of this year in the volume of Tacoma’s rail 
trade. But 256 cars of lumber were shipped, which is 
96 cars less than in October, 98 cars less than in Sep- 
tember, 165 cars less than in August and 98 cars less 
than in November, 1902. Tacoma cargo shipments last 
month amounted to 8,364,952 feet, foreign and coast- 
wise, as compared to 16,730,531 feet in October, 6,869,891 
feet in September, 14,565,462 feet in August and 3,538,- 
018 feet in November, 1902. In red cedar shingles, how- 
ever, November is the third largest month of 1903, with 
125 cars shipped as compared to 111 cars in October, 86 
in September, 106 in August and 87 in November, 1902. 
Total rail shipments of the city for the eleven months of 
1903 amounted to 4,327 cars of lumber and 1,201 cars of 
shingles, as compared to 4,583 cars of lumber and 1,003 
cars of shingles for the same eleven months of last year. 
This is a decrease of 256 ears of lumber and an in- 
erease of 198 cars of shingles. ; 
The City Retail Lumber Company, affiliated with which 
are all the mills of the city, and which has established 
ofices at 601-2-3-4 Fidelity building, began filling or- 
ders on Tuesday. The entire retail trade of the city 
ig handled through this office. The settlement of labor 
difficulties has brought on a rush in building and a 
healthy local trade at good prices is the result. , 
Charles E. Patton, of the Atlas Lumber & Shingle 
Company, Seattle, was in Tacoma yesterday attending 
a meeting of the shingle manufacturers. : 
The Sutherland-Doud Lumber Company filed articles 
of incorporation with the county auditor today. The 
capital stock is $10,000 and the incorporators are C. O, 
Sutherland and L. L. _— the latter of the Doud Bros. 
F Company, Buckley. 
gl McCormick, of the H. McCormick Lumber 
Company, McCormick, Wash., was here this week. The 





VESSEL. Destination. 
Schooner William Renton. ......ccceccvcecsees San Pedro 
Schooner Deflancé........-ccccccccvcccces San Francisco 
Sennones BvGd J. WO0G...occccccccceccecuseces Guaymas 
Barge Shasta......ccccrecesicscccsccccces San Francisco 





company suffered a severe loss by fire November 27, in 
the destruction of its cross arm plant. Mr. McCormick 
says that the site has been cleared up and that he pro- 
poses to rebuild at once and on a larger scale. He esti- 
mates the total loss at about $28,000 with an insurance 
of $16,719. The new plant will cost about $22,000, it 
is expected, and will include two dry kilns, 32x100, a 
planer shed and-factory for making cross arms, pickets, 
porch columns and kindred stock, and storage sheds. 

W. C. Yeomans, the Pe Ell lumberman, was in Tacoma 
this week on a brief business trip. E. E, Case, of 
Elma, was here this week. He operates one of the 
largest shingle mills in that locality. A. G. Hanson, of 
the White River Lumber Company, of Enumclaw, was 
in town this week on business. Paul Page, of Buckley, 
was in Tacoma this week on one of his regular business 
trips. H. G. Richardson, the Olympia shingle manu- 
facturer, was here Thursday for a few hours. ; 

“‘T look for a sharp advance in the price of shingles 
very soon,’’? said E. R. Rogers, resident agent of the 
Long-Bell Lumber Company, today. ‘‘ Between fifteen 
and twenty mills that ship to us have closed down with 
in the two weeks and the stock of shingles on hand is 
very low. By January 1, unless conditions may change, 
shingles will be very hard to get.’’ 

Everett G. Griggs, vice president of the St. Paul & 
Tacoma Lumber Company, went to Seattle today to at- 
tend a meeting of manufacturers in that city. 

E. J. Felt, president of the Washington Lumber Com- 
pany, who is now in the east, is expected home about 
December 20. 


NORTHERN WASHINGTON NOTES. 

Everert, Wasu., Dec. 5.—Interest in lumber circles 
here is centered upon the outcome of the struggle en- 
gaged in by the Pacific Coast Steamship Company for 
control of the California yards. Aside from the general 
excitement such a move naturally causes among lumber- 
men, this interest is augmented by the sending of a local 
man, James KE. Bell, as an envoy to arrange affairs, if 
possible, for the Pacific Coast company in San Francisco 
and other California ports; secondly, interest is keen be- 
cause the success of the Pacific Coast Steamship Company 
means much for the mills of this city. With Mr. Bell 
18 & representative of the Weyerhaeuser Timber Company, 
joining in the fight to break the so-called lumber combine 
in Californian markets. That the Weyerhaeusers intend 
foreing their portion of trade in the southern cities there 
is little or no question. This great company of lumber 
barons owns more standing timber than any other cor- 
poration in the west: It cuts up its logs in its own 
mills, all conveniently located. The Weyerhaeusers are 
thoroughly prepared to make a successful fight to enter 
the California trade. The presence of Mr. Bell and the 
Weyerhaeuser agent is thought to be indicative of an at- 
tack upun the California yards from two sources, though 
possibly with joint issues. The Pacific Coast Steamship 
Company has the carrying capacity. and the Weyerhaeu- 
sers have the lumber. Mr. Bell has stated that the suc- 
cess of this campaign would mean much greater lumber 
business for kverett. 

Frank Pendleton, of Pendleton & Gilkey; W. C. 
Butler, president of the First National bank and a 
Cavy owner of timber, and James E. Gowan, manager 
of the Cherry Valley Logging Company, attended the 
meeting of the loggers’ association in Seattle this week. 








It is expected that the Thomas Irvine Company will 
soon begin the construction of its proposed mill in this 
city. - 
One of the big Minnesota companies is reported as 
having taken an option on a large tract of land on Sno- 
homish river in this city for a mill site. Affairs rest in 
the hands of Frank Pendleton, as president of the cham- 
ber of commerce, and he refuses to give the name of the 
corporation, which is said to own large bodies of timber 
on Puget sound. 

Work is now under way on the Weyerhaeuser Timber 
Company’s docks, which will be enlarged at a cost of 
$6,000. 





ON BELLINGHAM BAY. 


BELLINGHAM WASH., Dec. 5.—Through the recent con- 
sulidation of Fairhaven and Whatcom the population of 
the consolidated city of Bellingham is over 26,000, giv- 
ing it the rank of fourth city in size in the state. There 
are now eight large saw mills in Bellingham. 

D. Ferguson was the successful bidder for the miil 
property of Crawford Bros., bankrupts. The mill was 
sold to Mr. Ferguson for $27,500 by D. H. De Can, trus- 
tee in bankruptcy. It will begin operations about Jan- 
uary 1, 1904, The capacity of the mill is 60,000 feet of 
lumber daily. 

The schooner Wilbert L. Smith left the E. K. Ward 
mill today with 1,000,000 feet of lumber for San Pedro, 
Cal. The ship Spartan loaded 1,500,000 feet of lumber 
and left yesterday for San Francisco. 

The Bellingham Bay Improvement Company’s mill, 
one of the largest saw mills on Puget sound, has a 
number of large orders for lumber to fill this month 
and the mill is kept running eleven hours a day. There 
are orders for 1,200,000 feet of lumber for Sydney, 
Australia; 1,300,000 feet for South Africa; 1,200,000 
feet for Callao, South America, and 1,800,000 feet for 
Tocopeli, South America. 

J. H. Bloedel, of the Larson Lumber Company, has 
gone to Minneapolis on a short business visit. 

The E. K. Wood Lumber Company, of Hoquiam, re- 
ports its shipments for November as follows: 
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FROM THE INLAND EMPIRE. 


SPOKANE, WasH., Dec. 5.—The Spokane & Eastern 
Lumber Company has been incorporated here for fifty 
years with a capital stock of $25,000 to put in a saw 
mill at Granite, Ida., at a cost of about $12,000. The 
mill will have a capacity of 30,000 feet a day and will 
saw mostly for the eastern market. The company will 
also do a brokerage and jobbing business. It is esti- 
mated that there are 20,000,000 feet of logs tributary 
to the mill and the company has an option on 8,000,000 
feet of them. The mill will employ about eighteen men. 
The incorporators are F. B. Newton, formerly with 
the Red Lake Lumber Company, of Minnesota, and 
T. L. Rogers, of Spokane, 

Fire damaged the shingle mill of the Charles W. 
Mohr Shingle Company, Spokane, to the extent of about 
$1,500 on December 4. Mr. Mohr carried no insur- 
ance on account of the prohibitive 10 percent rate. 

James Peterson, of Peterson, Bell & Co., box manu- 
facturers of Clinton, Iowa, who was here last fall look- 
ing over the field with the view of putting in a box 
factory in Spokane, writes to the chamber of commerce 
that he has decided to enter the field and will be here 
early next month to complete arrangements. He will 
make box shooks for shipment to eastern markets in the 
knockdown. His advent is welcomed by the lumbermen, 
as he will give an additional customer for the lower 
grades of pine, which have been barred from the mar- 
ket because of the high lumber rates charged by the 
railways, 

Foreclosure proceedings under chattel mortgage have 
been begun at Moscow, Ida., in the case of Gilbert Gil- 
bertson against Peter Dalberg, the pioneer saw mill 
man of Anderson, Ida. The proceedings are against 
his old mill and not the plant erected two years ago. 

The Potlatch Lumber Company, a branch of the Wey- 
erhaeuser interests, has been increasing its force of 
men in the timber near Princeton, Ida., by sending in 
men every few days to replace the strikers. 

F, A. Blackwell, of the William Howard Land & 
Lumber Company, operating at Coeur d’Alene, Ida., 
has left for the east by way of St. Louis. He will 
look after equipment for the new Spokane & Coeur 
d’Alene electric railway while away. 

The announced intention of the general land office 
to withdraw from entry six townships on the north 
fork of the Coeur d’Alene river in Idaho, in order to 
create the Coeur d’Alene timber reserve, bids fair to 
meet with some opposition. It is pointed out that 168,- 
000 acres of the best timber land in the state would be 
tied up and made valueless to the state and the people. 


FREIGHT RATES FROM EASTERN WASHINGTON. 


SPOKANE, WASH., Dec. 5.—Lumbermen here are much 
encouraged over the result of the conference which a 
committee from the Western Pine Shippers’ Associa- 
tion had with President Howard Elliott, of the North- 
ern Pacific railway, on the occasion of his recent trip 
to Spokane. He was met by A. M. Fox, of the A. M. 
Fox Lumber Company; W. H. Acuff, of the Washing- 
ton Lumber Company; J. F. Gressly, salesman for the 
William Musser Lumber Company; C. M. Crego, man- 
ager for the William Musser Lumber Company, and 
R. A. Kellogg, secretary of the Western Pine Ship- 
pers’ Association. Mr. Kellogg was fully armed with 
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W. 8. JOHNSON, Pres’t. A. A. PHILLIPS, Sec’y & Treas. 
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W. S, JOHNSON LUMBER CO. 
Pacific Coast Woods. 


Our Specialties—SOFT YELLOW FIR SIDING & FINISH. 
Our Guarantee—Grades to Please and Prompt Shipments, 


Main Office, 314 Chamber of Commerce, 
Western Office, CENTRALIA, WASH. CHICAGO. 














Se ae ae ae ae eae a ae he ae ae a 
SHAH SKK KSASSS HHS 


ne rir | 





FRANCIS J. PIKE, 
740 Marquette Bldg., Chicago, Tl. 


PROMPT SHIPMENT 


Simpson Lumber Co., Soutn Bena, Wash. : 
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First we sold a few 


Folding Berry Boxes 


and common berry boxes. 
Extra Good—Remember the 
Extra Good. 


We now sell many millions 
Extra Good. 





We have begun on 


Spruce and Fir Lumber. 


Any size or length. 
Remember the Extra Good. 


Panel @ Folding Box Co. 


Mills and Factories. 
HOQUIAM, WASH. 





$. M. Anderson, 


H. WN. Anderson, A. W. Middleton, 
Treas, 


Pres, Vice-Pres, & Sec’y, 


FIR, CEDAR : SPRUCE 


LUMBER 


FIR TIMBERS 


Eastern Rail Trade Solicited. Cargo shipments to 
all parts of the world. 


Modern Methods of Manufacturing. 


Planing Mill facilties unexcelled. We make Prompt 
hipments. Correspondence Solicited. 


Anderson & Middleton 
Lumber Co., 


ABERDEEN, - = 








SPRUCE ™ FIR LUMBER 


CEDAR SHINGLES 








HOQUIAM, WASHINGTON 


We are getting to be pretty smooth, especially about our Mill Work. 
This is important, if true. We offer to prove it. 
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Shipments 


LUMBER 


FIR, SPRUCE | 
AND 
REDWOOD..... 


SHINGLES 


REDWOOD 
AND 
RED CEDAR. 


We are Manufacturers and 
Wholesalers, 


Mckee-Flack Lumber Co. 


(Successors to W. I. McKee & Co.) 
Mills at Tacoma, Wash. QUINCY, ILL. 
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WASHINGTON 
RED CEDAR 


PACIFIC 
COAST 


LUMBER—SHINGLES 


Manufacturer, Wholesale 
Dealer and Shipper. 


ROBERT S. WILSON, Seattle, Wash. 


Office, 613, 5614, 516 Lumber Exchange. 
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We are Manufacturers and Wholesalers: of 


Fir, Cedar and Spruce Lumber 
RED CEDAR SHINGLES 


MIXED CARS A SPECIALTY 


John W. Palmer Co.; 
- Sales Office, 430-431 Lumber Exchange, SEATTLE, WASH, 














SIERRA 


Sugar LVMBER 
COMPANY 


Pine Manufacturers, 
Doors RED BLUFF, - CAL. 
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§ We Manufacture 


RED CEDAR SHINGLES | 


(Stars, Clears, Perfections and Eurekas.) 


> 
And k ialt: f 
; CEDAR SIOING a saw = 
Mills at Everett and Ranier, Wash. 
Daily Capacity, 300,000 Feet, 


; LEA LUMBER COMPANY, = Tacoma, Wash. | 








Hes Coast Shingle, mw 
Manufacturers ¢ Wholesalers (GAM 


Mills on Great Northern and Northern Pacific 
TACOMA, WASH. 


FIR. TIMBERS 


TO 100 FEET. 
CHEHALIS LVMBER CO., Littell, Wash. 











data showing the disastrous outlook for the lumber 
business in the northwest unless lower freight rates 
shall be secured. It was explained to Mr. Elliott that 
eastern Oregon, over the Union Pacific system, is getting 
a 10 percent better rate to Kansas City and many 
points in Kansas and Nebraska than the Northern’ Pa- 
cific and the Burlington are making into similar ter- 
ritory, although the distance from Spokane over the 
one route is practically the same as from eastern Ore- 
gon over the other. This shuts Spokane manufacturers 
out of a vast territory which otherwise would be very 
valuable to them. The committee also showed Mr. 
Kiiott that not only were the Union Pacific lines mak- 
ing better rates for the mills on their roads than 
the Northern Pacific, but the Great Northern was also 
doing better by its shippers in that respect. Colbert, on 
the Great Northern, twelve miles east of Spokane, has 
a 40-cont rate over the Great Northern not only to all 
Dakota points on that road but to all points on the Soo 
line in Dakota and up to the Canadian boundary line on 
the north and the Northern Pacific on the south. The 
Soo line crosses the Great Northern in North Dakota, 
thus giving a fine north and south connection to a large 
market, . 

From Milan, twenty-eight miles east of Spokane on 
the Great Northern, that road gives a rate of 361% cents 
to all points as far east as Devil’s Lake, N. D., and 
from Sand Point, Ida., a rate of 35% cents to the same 
point. The Northern Pacific gives no such rates into 
the Dakotws. ‘The best that it does is a straight 40- 
cent rate from Spokane to all points in Dakota on its 
own line, to which must be added the local rate with 
connecting lines in that state if the shipment goes off 
the Northern Pacific system. The committee of lum- 
bermen here asked Mr. Elliott to give as good rates as 
the Great Northern is giving over as much territory as 
the Great Northern quotes such figures. 

The attention of Mr. Elliott was also called to the 
fact that while Spokane is given no better rate over 
the Northern Pacific than the mills on the sound, al- 
though the haul from Spokane is 400 miles shorter, 
yet the mills at Missoula and in western Montana get 
the Bonner rate of from 5 to 10 cents less than Spo- 
kane receives. The committee emphasized the fact that 
Spokane gets no advantage over the coast, though 400 
miles nearer the market, while Bonner, 265 miles. still 
nearer, gets a very material reduction, 

When the committee had finished Mr. Elliott said, 
tersely but most significantly, ‘‘From your statement 
there needs to be an entire readjustment of freight 
rates on lumber through this western country.’’ 

In the party with him were General Manager Thomag, 
Cooper, of the Northern Pacific; Comptroller H. A. 
Grey, Tax Commissioner G, 8. Fernald, General Super- 
intendent KF. W. Gilbert and Superintendent of Motive 
Power A. EK. Mitchell. Second Vice President J. M. 
Hannaford was also with the party on a part of the 
trip. . 





PACIFIC COAST MANUFACTURERS IN MEETNG. 
(Special telegram to the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN.) 

SEATTLE, WASH., Dee. 9.—On December 8 the Pacific 
Coast Lumber Manufacturers’ Association held a general 
meeting in this city. A large number of the prominent. 
manufacturers of the coast were in attendanes and the 
meeting was a most successful one. 

President Everett G. Griggs and Secretary Victor H. 
Beckman reviewed the record made during the year now 
almost past, which indicated a vast amount of work ac- 
complished, both by the individual members and by the 
association as a whole. After the president and secretary 
had finished their summary of what had beea cone many 
of those present made short speeches upon conditions. 
It was shown that a number of mills have been shut 
down for repairs ete. This, it is believed, will prove 
beneficial in its action on the market. 

The president, secretary and all the other officers of 
the association were re-elected for the ensuing year. 





OREGON LUMBER NEWS. 


PorRTLAND, OrE., Dec. 5.—The frame work of George 
Cone’s new mill at St. Johns is well under way. The 
engines and boilers are on the ground and will be in- 
stalled in a week or so. 

The Italian ship Ninfa has been chartered by Bal- 
four, Guthrie & Co. to load lumber from Portland to 
Cape Town, South Africa. She will be loaded at the 
Eastern & Western Lumber Company’s mill. The Brit- 
ish ship Port Patrick is at the Portland Lumber Com- 
pany’s mill loading lumber for Sydney, and the German 
ship Arthur Fitger is at Inman, Poulsen & Co.’s mill, 
loading for the West Coast. 

The Portland Manufacturing Company’s veneer plant 
at St. Johns is running full time. Orders for excelsior 
and basket stuff gre fairly good. 

The St. Johns Lumber Company is filling an order for 
three cars of pickets for the Chicago stock yards, 

The Central Lumber Company’s electric mill at St. 
Johns has closed down until~spring. Several changes 
will be made in the equipment, which will include the 
installing of a planer and edger and the building of a 
new log way. 

As soon as the orders on hand shall be filled the Penin- 
sula Lumber Company will close down its mill for repairs 
and improvements. A 10-inch Allis-Chalmers edger 
and live rolls will be installed and a new dry kiln 
built. 

Wells Gilbert, manager of the Klickitat White Pine 
Lumber Company, of Goldendale, Wash., will go east 
to spend the holidays, accompanied by his brother. 

There is a pretty general movement throughout the 
state to reduce the scale of wages which have been paid 


in the lumber mills and camps. Little trouble is experi- 
enced with the men, who seem to realize that the Price 
of lumber will not permit a continuance of existing 
wages. 

A. B. Hammond, president of the Hammond Lumby 
Company, of San Francisco, has been spending some 
time in Portland, looking after his varied interests, 

W. E. Coman, general freight and passenger agent 
of the Southern Pacific lines in Oregon, will arriyg 
from San Francisco today, when it is expected that an 
official announcement will be made relative to the action 
of the Southern Pacific in establishing a new policy 
and tariffs effecting the lumber business. It hag been 
officially given out that a blanket rate of 25 cents q 
hundred pounds will be put in effect, covering Portland 
and Willamette valley points. 

Col. T. M. Draper, chief engineer of the California 
Oregon Coast railroad, has recently made a final trip of 
inspection of the route proposed for the railroad from 
Grants Pass, Ore., to Crescent City, Cal. This road 
will give an outlet to the redwood timber of Del Norte 
county, California, and also open up a good body of 
sugar and yellow pine in Josephine county. It has been 
given out that work will begin on the road in the spring, 

The Pacific Export Lumber Company, of this city, 
has chartered the schooner Forester to load lumber for 
Kobe, Japan. 

The Columbia Sawmill Company has been incorpor. 
ated at Vancouver, Wash., capital stock $90,000. This 
company succeeds to the interests of the Columbia River 
Lumber Company. 

The shingle mills at Kelso and Castle Rock, Wash, 
are shut down on account of reduction in wages. The 
men refused a reduction of 8 percent. 

Work on the Ilwaco Mill & Lumber Company’s mill 
at Ilwaco, Wash., is going forward rapidly. 

Frank S. Murphy, manager of the Grand Ronde Lum. 
ber Company, of Perry, Ore., was here December 2, 
placing an order for a lot of mining material. His 
mill is closed for the winter. 

The new boom in North river, Pacifie county, Wash- 
ington, is progressing steadily and is now in a condi- 
tion to hold logs. 

Ed Lewis, of the Lewis & Hughes Lumber Company, 
of Seattle, Wash., was in Portland during the week, en 
route to San Francisco on a business trip. A. H. Kuhn, 
of the Hoquiam Lumber & Shingle Company, Ho- 
quiam, Wash., was here recently on business. M. F, 
Brady, secretary of the Pacific Export Lumber Com- 
pany, is en route to the orient. A. O. Shockley, man- 
ager of the Shockley & McMurren Lumber Company, of 
Baker City, was a visitor here early in the week. W. C. 
Miles, manager of the Globe Lumber Company, Francis, 
Wash., was in this city December 3. 

The Iowa Lumber Company, of Jacksonville, has 
begun work on its new planing mill and box factory at 
Medford, 

M. F. Henderson, vice president of the Eastern & 
Western Lumber Company, has sold to the Blinn-Waldo 
Mill Company his mill site on Westport slough, near 
Westport, containing ten acres. 

The Portland shipments by water for November ag- 
gregated 11,440,124 feet of lumber, 596,690 lath, 1,000 
poles, 10,542 bundles of box shooks and 702 bales of 
excelsior. Of this amount 4,589,793 feet of lumber and 
96,690 lath went foreign, and 6,850,331 feet of lumber, 
500,000 lath, 1,000 poles, 10,542 bundles of box shooks 
and 702 bales of excelsior went domestic. 

The Wilson-Case Lumber Company’s mill at Rainier, 
which has been closed down for some time, has resumed 
operation. 

¥. T. Boles, vice president and general manager of 
the Lord & Bushnell Company, Chicago, and F. L, Fink- 
enstaedt, of Duluth, Minn., northern representative of 
the company, are in Portland for a couple of days. 
They came out via the Northern Pacific, stopping a 
day or two each at Spokane, Seattle and Tacoma and 
will leave Sunday night for San Franciseo. They will 
spend a week or so looking into California lumber con- 
ditions and then go east. 

R. R. Stone, representing his brother, Frank B. Stone, 
Chicago, is now in Portland, intending to remain in this 
vicinity some time. 

W. I. McKee, of the MeKee-Flack Lumber Company, 
Quincy, Tll., and Tacoma, Wash., who has been on the 
sound for the past three weeks, left Saturday night for 
San Francisco, on his way east. 





NORTHERN PACIFIC CAR EMBARGO RAISED. 


PoRTLAND, ORE., Dee. 5.—The car situation in Wash- 
ington is somewhat easier now. The Northern Pacific 
railway has rescinded the Burlington embargo order, 
which means that Northern Pacifie cars ean now be 
loaded for Burlington points via Billings. ‘This, alse 
with the fact that not quite so many cars are needed 
owing to the lateness of the season, makes it easi¢? 
for the mills to get cars for lumber shipments. 

The Burlington embargo went into effect September 
22 and was rescinded November 29, about ten days 
after the lumbermen had presented their grievances to 
President Elliott, at the conference in Tacoma. At 
this conference Mr. Elliott promised to consider care 
fully the claims of the mill men but did not give any 
assurances of what relief could be afforded beyond 
stating that he would recommend to the Northern Pa- 
cific board of directors that more cars be purchased. 

While the order was in effect prohibiting Northern 
Pacific cars going off the line into Burlington tert 
tory the mill men of Washington suffered a great finan 
cial loss, due to their inability to get Burlington cars 
enough to load orders for Burlington points. It was 
particularly aggravating as the demand from the Da 
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NF ee 
kotas, in strictly Northern Pacifie and Great Northern 
territory, Was quiet owing to light crops, while there 
was a good demand from Nebraska and Colorado ter- 
ritory reached by the Burlington, but the Northern 
Pacific refused to let its cars go off its line, and the 
Burlington could not supply nearly enough of its own 
ears to take care of the shipments. As a result orders 
on the books for hundreds of cars of lumber to go into 
Burlington territory were cancelled at a great loss to 
mill men. Now when it is too late to take advantage 
of the fall demand ears can be obtained. 

Assistant General Freight Agent 8S. H. Fulton, of the 
Northern Pacific railway, whose headquarters are in 
this city, explained to the AMERICAN LAUMBERMAN rep- 
resentative today that his road was doing all it could 
to take care of the lumber traffic. Now that cars are 
getting more plentiful owing to rush of hauling wheat 
being over, the crop of which was not as large this 
year as usual anyway, and more is being ground at the 
mills instead of being exported, the road had found it 
could spare its cars to go off on the Burlington and 
has therefore rescinded the order above referred to. 

While the situation is therefore somewhat better 
lumbermen regret that the embargo was ever ordered, 
for it cut them out of about the only available terri- 
tory at that time, and now when fewer cars are needed 
and the business they could have had has gone by the 
board they are told they can have more ¢ars. 


THE WEST. 


THE MIDDLE MISSISSIPPI RIVER DISTRICT. 

Sr. Louis, Mo., Dee. 9.—Conditions are rapidly taking 
on a holiday tone and wholesalers are settling down to 
the happy and contented feeling induced by the season, 
are bringing in their salesmen and in all ways are pre- 
paring to give little thought and energy to business af- 
fairs for thirtydays. They have investigated the 
outlook sufficiently to know that there is nothing menac- 
ing in the air and will be fully prepared to take care of 
the new year and its business when the time comes, — Lit- 
tle business is being transacted, inquiries are few and 
things are decidedly quiet except with those whose busi- 
ness is connected with the construction of the World’s 
Fair. These are busy and things are being pushed as 
much as weather conditions will allow. Tremendous 
amounts of lumber are being used both inside the 
grounds and in the neighborhood and retailers who are 
after this business expect the busiest winter of their 
lives. Im hardwoods there is a light business except in 
the way of wholesalers increasing their stocks, but this 
branch of the business has thus far shown less effect 
of the approach of the end of the year than any other. 
Demand is much lighter but is still almost as heavy as 
the depleted stocks of dry lumber will stand. The 
river is bringing in practically no lumber and the car 
situation in the south is limiting the receipts of botb 
hardwoods and yellow pine so that little lumber is arriv- 
ing. This condition will exist for some time, which will 
contribute further to lessening the activity around this 
market. Down in the yellow pine country the ear short- 
age is most serious, and while some of the manufacturers 
report a better supply others say that the situation is 
growing worse, so that on the whole there has been little 
change, 

Effective December 5, the Chicago & North-Western 
railway publishes a tariff which meets the rates named 
two weeks ago by the Missouri Pacific to certain por- 
tions of Iowa and South Dakota, this being practically 
a reversion to the old Iowa distance tariff basis. This 
new tariff applies from points on the Kansas City South- 
ern and reduces rates to some points as much as 3 
cents. As was intimated in this correspondence two 
weeks ago, this is another step toward reducing the 
rates in the whole of western Iowa, as the other roads 
in that state as well as the other southern connections 
are expected to follow suit. 

The receipts of this market during the past week ag- 
gregated 21,730,000 feet, while the shipments amounted 
to 21,468,000 feet, this being the lightest movement of 
any week during the year. 

H. E. Helvie, of Herr & Helvie, manufacturers of 
yellow pine, was a visitor in St. Louis this week. 

_ 0. A. Mason announces that he will sever his connee- 
tion with the W. T, Merguson Lumber Company on Jan- 


wary 1 to enter thie wholesale yellow pine business for 
himself, 








_ The Raithel-Gatlin Manufacturing Company has been 
incorporated, with capital stock of $25,000, “The stock- 
holders are George E, Raithel, James G. Gatlin and John 
C, Kupferle. This company has been in business for 
Some time, doing a general planing mill business. 


PAPI 
THE MISSOURI-KANSAS DISTRICT. 


Force City, Mo., Dee. 8.—As an indication of future 
rt ve 2 Kansas the annual report of Secretary Co- 
date’ : b 1e Kansas State Board of Agriculture, under 
sone rage /, States that the value of farm pro- 
9387535 es live stock reaches the grand total of 
oar cope’ that the total wheat crop for this year was 
re Prac 2 ein bushels, the greatest on record, worth 
wath $57 the corn crop, about 170,000,000 bushels, 
roe eg een000, and other farm produets, not inelud- 
ri mete bringing the total up to about $224,000,- 
aaa tae es en crop coming on top of several others 
ete cs 'e Kansas farmers owing no old debts and with 
hirer of money in bank and in resources which will be 

ed into money during the coming year. Nebraska 


also had a prosperous year and Missouri did fairly 
well, Oklahoma crops were satisfactory and Indian Ter- 
ritory is increasing in population and wealth. In view 
of these facts the lumber dealers of the southwest have 
no occasion for complaint as to the outlook for 1904 
business and on the whole they are well satisfied with 
their prospects. Up to the present time the country de- 
mand has been active, as the weather right along has been 
favorable. From this on it may be expected that trade 
will taper off in the retail yards, as steady cold weather 
may be looked for at any time. In the southern portion 
ot the territory, however, there will be more or less 
building through the winter. 

The wholesale demand is reported satisfactory for De- 
cember. Wholesalers here say that orders are coming in 
fully as well as expected, and they have no complaint 
to make as to the call for stock for present needs. Some 
thought that there would be more speculative buying, but 
the policy of the dealers is to wait until after they have 
invoiced before stocking up for spring business, and ex- 
cept in a few cases where large buyers are placing liberal 
orders for future delivery the demand is confined to or- 
ders for lumber for present wants, and prompt shipment 
is the first avd main requisite, 

The ear situation in the south and on the west coast is 
still retarding shipments materially. Orders are not de- 
layed as long as was the case earlier in the year, merely 
because there is not the same demand, but the car supply 
is still too limited to satisfy the lessened demand of De- 
cember. It is thought that after Christmas there will be 
a temporary improvement in the car situation, but the 
predictions are that shipments will drag about as badly 
next spring as they did this fall. 

B. H. Smith, of the King-Ryder Lumber Company, Bon 
Ami, La., was here yesterday on his way to Denver, Col., 
for rest and recreation. He will remain west for a week 
or ten days. 

C. B. Sweet, vice president of the Long-Bell Lumber 
Company, arrived home last week from Eureka Springs, 
Ark., where he has been for several weeks for his health. 
Mr. Sweet says that he is feeling much better than 
when he left here, and will soon be in good shape again. 

S. G. Turner, of the Saunders-Turner Lumber Com- 
pany, is home from a week’s trip to the mills of the 
company at Ogemah, Ark. He says that cars on the 
Cotton Belt are still very hard to get. 

The Mosher-Reigner Lumber Company has moved its 
offices from rooms 1 and 2, Keith & Perry building, to 
rooms 317 and 318. 

The United States Gypsum Company, whose main of- 
fice is in Chicago, has decided that Kansas City is a bet- 
ter location for its western sales office than Omaha and 
has moved its western agency to this point. The office is 
located in the Keith & Perry building, in the rooms 
just vacated by tne Mosher-Reigner Lumber Company. 





OBSERVATIONS AT OMAHA. 

OMAHA, NEB., Dee. 7.—The lumber trade in Omaha 
and adjacent territory seems to be about over for the 
season and for the past two weeks it has been light, 
there being little demand either local or foreign. 

Owing to the facet that many of the yellow pine 
mills could not move their stock early in the fall on 
account of car shortage and are now getting in a more 
liberal supply of equipment for the output next year 
they are trying to market their surplus stock by nam- 
ing prices considerably under the list. But notwith- 
standing this inducement they have not secured the 
desired result ond it will probably be a difficult matter 
for the mill man to get rid of his surplus until after 
the first of the new year. 

Traveling men who have been over Nebraska re- 
cently report that in almost every instance retail 
stocks are lighter than usual for this time of the year. 
Farmers are now busy gathering corn and on that ae- 
count all business is quiet and the lumber trade 
throughout the siate is practically at a standstill. As 
the greater portion of Nebraska is covered with two 
or three inches of snow this also has had its effect 
upon shutting down trade. There is still a great deal 
of corn in the fields to be gathered. 

Building was resumed in Omaha to a certain extent 
last fall but was confined almost entirely to small 
buildings and cottages. However, the architects have 
many plans which point to a revival in the lumber 
trade in the spring. 

The Deitz Lumber Company has bought the yards of 
Searles & Chapin in Peru and the Hanna Lumber 
Company yards in Nelson, Neb. William Brennan will 
be the local manager at the former and ©. J. Velte at 
the Jatter place. O. W. Dunn, manager of the Deitz 
Lumber Company, has just returned from a trip over 
the state. 

The Burlington Lumber Company has succeeded W. 
Newcomb & Co. at Corning, lowa. 

The Cypress Tank & Lumber Company, of Omaha, 
has incorporated with a capital stock of $150,000. The 
incorporators are James 8. White, Edwin T. Chapin 
and Henry F. Cady. ‘They will own lumber proper- 
ties and erect and operate saw and planing mills. 


PAPAL LILI 


UNDISTURBED BY FIRE. 


On December 7 the store belonging to the Butterfield 
Lumber Company, of Norfield, Miss., was destroyed by 
fire. Unfortunately all the books and files of the com- 
pany which had been left outside of the vaults were lost. 
This will occasion the company some difficulty in straight- 
ening out its affairs, but it will be a matter of only 
a little time before the scattered ends will be gathered 
together and business relations with customers resumed. 
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DAILY CAPACITY: 
Lumber........ 

Shingles 
Dry Kilns 
If you deal directly with us we 
can save you money. We make 
prices delivered at any station in 
the United States. 











EASTERN OFFICE, ; 
109 Lbr. Exchange, MINNEAPOLIS. 


Send for Price List, Most 
Complete Ever Issued, 
C. W. Griaas, Pres’t. 
A. G. FOSTER, Vice-Pres’t. 
E.G. GRIGGS, 2nd Vice-Pres’t. 
GEO. BROWNE, Sec’y & Treas. 


Address all 
correspondence to 
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Red (adr [Joors 


have been shouting, “WON’T SHRINK! 
WON'T SWELL! WON’T WARP!” for 
fifteen years—and we have got some 
people so that they believe it, These 
people are now making money handling 
Cedar Doors. 

Others said, “there aint any CALL for 
Cedar Doors in our town.” 

No, and there won't be “Any Call,” 
until some bright fellow, more energetic than his neigh- 
bors, puts them in his stock and then there WILL be a 
call—and the bright fellow will have the call—and he will 
find out that they WON’T Shrink! WON'T Swell! and 
WON'T Warp! His trade will find it out too, and he will 
be the door man in his town. Bye and bye, he will put in 
Cedar Sash, too, and Cedar Mouldings and Finish, and 
all the rest of the Cedar things we make, even Siding and 
Shingles. 

That’s what happened down Boston way ten years ago,and 
the fellow that lets Boston get ahead of him is slow indeed, 

You can write us direct for prices, or, to our nearest 
representatives: 

Reed S. Edgerton is at Council Bluffs, Ia , P.O. Box 298, 

Harry S. Osgood can be reached at 100 Lumber Ex- 
change, Minneapolis, Minn. : 

Langdon & Palmer at 66-68 Broad St., New York City, 
attend to Atlantic Coast points, 


The Wheeler, Osgood Co, 


TACOMA, WASHINGTON. 























buyers. Complete stocks of Firand CEDAR. 
% Large Timbers a specialty. : ; a é 
7] TELECODE 
# FOSTER LUMBER CO. 
By TACOMA, WASH. 








WE HAVE ON HAND 


2,000,000 Ft. Spruce Factory Lumber 


1% to 4-Inch. 


on which we will make special inducements to 
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SAW MILL, DAM AND POND—JUST RECEIVED A 





SPLASH. 








RATTLESNAKE DRAFT—DAM NO. 2. 


LOOKING THROUGH THE TIMBER. 





cars available, the company being better taken care 
of in this way than most main line points. 
The Mahan Timber Holdings. 

The chief distinction of the J. W. Mahan Lumber 
Company is not in any of the features already men- 
tioned but in the remarkable character and extent 
It owns the timber upon 
32,000 acres, estimated at 100,000,000 feet, or enough 
to run the mill over eight years with a monthly 
This timber is principally 
poplar; how many of the large poplar manufacturers 
of today will be in business A. D, 1912? 

This timber tract is upon upper Paint creek and 
its branches and therefore mostly tributary to the 
mill plant already mentioned, that which is not being 
in a tract which will come out at Ten Mile, lower 
down Paint creek, and there be sawed at a smaller 
band mill. This is all virgin timber except that the 


of its timber holdings. 


cutput of a million feet! 
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AN EXHIBIT OF THE POsici 


A West Virginia Operation Whose Facilities Ma 


Equipment—A Million Feet a Month for f; 


Year-round Operation — T 








“BULLY GOOD LOGS.” 


MAHAN, W. Va., Dec. 7.—Up to about 
a year ago J. W. Mahan was known to 
the lumber trade as a poplar manufae. 
turer with a saw mill and planing mil] 
on the Ohio river below Catlettsburg, 
Ky., which was disposed of on account 
of the rapidly disappearing timber of 
that section, when he disappeared into 
the wilds of West Virginia around the 
headquarters of Paint creek. Paint 
creek, let it be explained, is one of the 
tributaries of the Kanawha river, which 
it joins about twenty-three miles east 
of Charleston. The Chesapeake & Ohio 
railroad station here is known as Paint 
Creek Junction; the postoffice officials 
still know it by the old name of Pratt, 
A branch road runs up Paint creek 
thirteen miles to a coal mining point 
very appropriately named Burnwell; 
but J. W. Mahan went up the creek a 
couple of miles farther to establish 
his new domicile, and in due season 
hauled in by team over these two miles 
the machinery and boilers for a back- 


woods saw mill. Occasional news has come out down Paint creek to the aforetime 
haunts of the Mahans; but there has been no adequate publishment as yet of their 


doings of the past twelve months. 


The Saw Mill Plant. 
A wandering newspaper scribe recently sought out the backwoods saw mill 
already referred to. He found it equipped with an Allis 9-foot band mill with 
12-inch saw, reinforced by a big resaw of the kind Mershon makes, and a full com- 


plement of heavy duty auxiliary ma- 
chinery of the most modern patterns, 
including a 10-inch double valve steam 
feed whose speed is limited only by the 
ability of the carriage men to stay on. 
This plant derives its power from a 
brick building containing four boilers 
66 inches by 16 feet, with Dutch oven 
settings, and an Allis 350-horse power 
Reynolds-Corliss engine. Here also are 
a complete electric lighting plant and 
the usual fire pump. 

A Remarkably Arranged Yard. 

There are very few of the mills at 
the well known hardwood manufactur- 
ing centers that have such an equip- 
ment as that described. Yet the yard 
itself is as far beyond the ordinary, as 
is the saw mill. There is not a turn- 
table in the whole yard. Lumber is 
moved from mill to any alley, and from, 
any alley to cars for shipments, by 
gravity alone; and dry stock may be 
loaded out without in any way interfer- 
ing with green stock coming in. The 
arrangement will be broadly under- 


stood from the accompanying cut No. 11. 








IN BIG HOLLOW. 


The company has also built two miles 


of railroad track to connect with the Chesapeake & Ohio at Burnwell, and the daily 
train now makes Mahan its terminal point. Mahan is also now a postofiice, though 
much of the company’s mail still comes addressed, as formerly, to Pratt. On this 
Paint creek division most of the car freight (except in coal gondolas) is inbound, 
and there is consequently an ample supply of empty 
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KIBILITIES OF POPLAR. 


; tion in Manufacture — Details of a Competent 
i q SS Exceptional Logging Resources for a 
e¢ | Fifty Percent Highest Grade. 





walnut timber was sold 

on the stump to other 

parties and is now be- 

ing removed. 

The Logging Proposi- 
tion. 

Paint creek during 
the wet seasons of the 
year usually shows a 
floating stage for the 
average sized logs, and 


ply of water for splash 
dam _ operation. The 
present has of course 
been an _ exceptional 
summer here as every- 
i A GUEST CHAMBER IN THE CLUB HOUSE. where else in the south- 
re ern hardwood regions. 
The mill got into commission last winter and sawed during the early spring, but 
with only one splash dam then ready for use the dry weather soon stopped activities 
at the mill. Logging has, however, gone on without cessation; four logging camps 
have been working steadily and a fifth contractor is now outfitting. He has pre- 
viously been engaged in dam construction, but the third splash dam is now com- 
pleted and the three will be amply sufficient to sweep the creek clear whenever their 
contents are turned loose together. 

It is the intention to make this a continuous operation, sawing the year round, 
and the stream has been so improved that it will undoubtedly answer efficiently for 
log transportation. It would, however, have been an easy matter to have arranged 
for logging by rail; the land is coal land and is owned by people who are planning 
for its early development, including a railroad up Paint creek from Mahan, the route 
for which has already been surveyed. 
By substituting iron for the wooden 
tram roads which now bring the logs 
















down to the creek from the various 

hollows and supplying rolling stock, 

the change would be complete; but as 

before remarked the creek is expected to prove more satisfactory 
than rail logging would be even with this advantageous economy in 
installation, in connection with the coal road which is assuredly to 
be built. Already the refuse conveyor at the mill has been shifted 
so as to clear the right of way. 

Were surface measurement used as a basis the acreage hold- 
ings of the J. W. Mahan Lumber Company would be increased 
nearly half over the figures already given, for the country is mostly 
set on edge. It is well known, however, that the worst logging 
proposition is in country too steep to use teams to advantage, and 
yet not steep enough to ‘‘slip’’ the timber. Here the sides of 
the ravines are usually steep enough to ‘‘slip’’ the logs down to 
the hollows where tram roads are laid, usually on an easy grade 
which will bring the loaded cars out by gravity to the creek, where 
the logs are dumped to await their water trip to the mill. 

There are about 30,000 logs now waiting in this way for the 
rains which have already begun, and which will end for the mill 

A BIG POPLAR. hands an idle season, which will probably not be soon repeated. 
Accompanying photographs show some of these dumps, and also, 
to the experienced eye, much of the quality of the logs. It will be noticed on the 
poplar logs that the sap is very thin and the rest of the log a yellow and uniform 
color. Not a white poplar log has been seen; calico markings are exceptional, and 





















at any time a good sup- LUMBER YARD—CLUB HOUSE AT LEFT. 








SKIDDER CREEK DUMP, 








the writer looked in vain throughout the logs for a blue butted specimen, though it 
was said that an occasional one slightly marked with this defect had appeared. 
However, the scale record shows a production of 50 percent firsts and seconds in 
all the poplar logs that 
have so far been sawed. 
The average for the en- 
tire poplar manufactur- 
ing industry is proba- 
bly about 15 percent, 
and there are manufac- 
turers who will not be- 
lieve that there is tim- 
ber today that will run 
half to the highest 
grade. They have not, 
like the writer, spent 
days in going over the 
Mahan timber, afoot 
and horseback. Crooked 
logs are rare, and the 
average size is large— 
AN ALLEY IN THE LUMBER YARD. large enough to produce 





























FIFTEEN MILE CREEK. 
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the widest needful width and yet not so large as to have 
lost through senility the strength of fiber characteristic 
of vigorous maturity. In virgin timber grown under 
such favorable conditions one of course expects some- 
times to find a patriarch, and the scaler and a local 
‘*kodacker’’ had preserved the record of such a cut 
some time before the writer’s visit, as shown in cut No. 9. 
This tree measured 110 feet to the first limb, where it 
was 61 inches through; at the butt 74 inches; and con- 
tained 25,000 to 28,000 feet, according to the scaling 
system followed. While such a tree is interesting as a 
phenomenon it is the prime trees 28 to 30 inches and 
over that produce the best profits. 

Poplar and oak are the principal woods, although the 
tract of course includes the usual admixture of other 
varieties, such as chestnut, hickory, ash, hemlock, bass- 
wood ¢te. The mill having been shut down for some 
months a heavy yard stock would not be expected now; 
still there is left a very good assortment in both pop- 
lar and oak, and especially in the better grades. Mu 
of the lumber now on the yard. is dead piled, and so 
oceupics only half the space in the yard view that it 
would if the sticks were still in the piles. By the way, 
hemlock sticks are used here exclusively, and it is be- 
lieved here that that wood is especially desirable as a 
preventive of stick marks. 

With an eight years’ run back of it the company has 
made its improvements with an idea to permanence, and 
the same idea has been carried out in the housing ar- 
rangements for the employees and provisions for the 
principals. The big hotel-like structure visible in cut 
No. 11 is known as the ‘‘club house’’ and contains the 
company offices, and also living quarters for the prin- 
cipals and for their visitors. A land of milk, too, as well 
as honey, as evidenced by the abundance of milk, fresh 
butter and thick, rich cream which supplement the best 
of southern cooking at the club table, Those whose business 
with the J. W. Mahan Lumber Company may lead them 
to make a trip to its home point need not dread an en- 
counter with primitive fare and lodging; as perhaps will 
be further emphasized by an accompanying flashlight 
view of the chamber assigned to the writer, though the 
scope of the camera was not wide enough to include the 
reading table nor the bookcase behind whose glass doors 
(the keys invitingly in the locks) were arranged freshly 
covered books whose titles testified to the discerning 
judgment of whoever had culled them from the great 
mass of current literature. 

Ii. K. Mahan, secretary of the company, is well known 
in all the large poplar consuming markets, where he is 
a frequent visitor; and when home gives his attention 
especially to the sales department. The policy of the 
company is to become known as a manufacturer and 
merchant in lumber rather than a speeulator. What- 
ever stock it may have on hand at any time is for sale; 
and manufacturing the year round it intends always 
to have stock. Being able therefore at all seasons to 
take care of its trade it will cater more especially to 
the large consumers who need lumber the year round. It 
will cater to eastern trade especially, other things being 
equal, on account of the 3-cent advantage in freight 
rates, but as a lumber merchant will not decline any 
suitable business that offers. Its facilities in the above 
direction, together with the remarkably fine quality of 
timber already discussed, and a manufacturing equip- 
ment capable of the closest economy between the log 
pond and the lumber loading dock, will cause it to take 
promptly in the hardwood trade the position which the 
extent of its timber holdings assures and one of long 
duration. 





THE SOUTHWEST. 


IN THE CALCASIEU DISTRICT. 
LAKE CHARLES, La., Dec. 7.—The approach of the 
holidays is reflected in the volume of orders and lum- 





bermen are beginning to cast their eyes upon the pros- _ 


pective spring business. This does not mean, however, 
that there are no orders coming in, for business is 
fair and would compare favorably with the correspond- 
ing period of previous years were it not for the rather 
serious condition of the car supply. With the opening 
of the spring trade it is thought that there will be 
unusual activity, due particularly to the prevalence of. 
strikes in the building trades during the past year and 
the consequent accumulated demand for material. Re- 
ports showing the growing favor in which yellow pine 
lumber is held indicate that there will be a large de- 
mand for this wood when the spring business shall 
fully open, 

There has been a noticeable falling off in orders 
from the St. Louis territory, which heretofore has 
been a large buyer, but in this territory, as in others, 
it is thought that the cessation of business will prove 
only temporary. 

The mills all over this territory are having con- 
tinued and continuous trouble with the car shortage, 
which this year is unusually annoying. This is tracea- 
ble to the fact that all the crops are late and the rail- 
roads were taxed to an unprecedented degree to move 
them within the proper time. So great has been the 
delay in. the movement of the crops that merchants 
of New Orleans have taken the matter up with Vice 
President Kruttschnitt, of the Southern Pacific, and 
have submitted statements showing that the movement 
of rice, sugar and cotton has been more unsatisfactory 
than ever before. With this dissatisfaction prevailing 
among the shippers of agricultural products from the 
Caleasieu territory it is not strange to find the lum- 
bermen getting the worst service imaginable. One mill 
man on the Kansas City Southern hag reported that he 


a 
has between 700 and 800 ears which cannot be moved 
and that unless the condition shall be relieved he vill 
be forced to shut down. , 
_ The export business shows no improvement and very 
little change since the last report, but there seems te 
be a more hopeful outlook for the coming year, 

The demand for car material and railroad stuff COn- 
tinues good, the principal purchasers being the Mexi. 
can National and the Missouri, Kansas & Texas rail. 
ways. The J. G. Powell mill is cutting rice mi} stuff 
for shipment to Texas. The Perkins & Miller and the 
Lock, Moore & Co, mills are getting out a large ship. 
ment of ship stuff for E, M. Southard, of New Yor 
who was a visitor here during the week, Perkins ¢ 
Miller are now laying the foundation for their new 
mill, which will be completed some time during the 
next year. The J. A. Bel mill is loading primes fo, 
export and is busy eutting bridge material. The Brag. 
ley-Ramsay and the Stout mills have been able to get 
cars enough during the week to make several impor. 
tant shipments. The Hodge Fence & Lumber Company 
is running full capacity and reports orders coming jn 
in satisfactory volume. 

W. KE. Ramsay visited New Orleans during the week. 
I, E. Howard Newcombe was also a visitor to New 
Orleans, and while there looked after some parcel ship- 
ments to Europe. Frank W, Dearborn, who was here 
during the week, is one of the directors of the newly 
organized MeShane Lumber Company, of Beaumont, ani 
he is supervising the construction of the mill, whieh 
will have a daily capacity of 100,000 feet. W. H. Nor. 
ris, of Houston; J. R. Powell, of the Canton Lumber 
Company, and B. J. Barrow, president of the Juanita 
Lumber Company, were here during the week. 





AMONG THE ORANGE MILLS. 


ORANGE, Tex., Dec, 7.—There have been a good 
many orders received by mills here during the past 
two wecks, but the rush of business for 1903 is over, 
No large orders have been filed, the only orders being 
for small lots in which mixed cars were numerous, 
showing that dealers are buying only for immediate 
consumption or to fill up broken assortments. The 
big inquiries for railroad material that were floating 
around two weeks ago have not lodged on the order 
files of any of the big plants at Orange, nor at any 
other point in southeast Texas. 

The mills of southeastern Texas, and of Orange 
especially, will run as usual for the balance of. the 
year, unless some unforeseen accident may cause them 
to shut down. 

Charles G,. Walker, representative in this country 
of Thomas B. Neals & Co., lumber and timber im- 
porters of Liverpool, Eng., who has recently returned 
from Liverpool, reports lumber and timber business 
there as dull. The stringency in the money market 
in England is making itself felt, particularly in the 
timber trade. 

An order has been filed with the Kirby Lumber 
Company’s local mill for 1,000,000 feet of sawn tin 
ber, 35 and 40 cubic feet average. 

The car supply has been sufficient to meet the lun- 
ber demand this week, though last week the number 
of cars fell short. 

The demand from the northwest has slackened up 
considerably in the past week, but this lull is re 
garded as only temporary, the material result of the 
usual conditions at this time of the year, and some 
inquiries have come to hand for big blocks to be de- 
livered some time after the beginning of the new year. 

The prevailing north winds during the past week have 
kept the water blown out of Sabine lake to such an 
extent that it has been impossible for loaded barges 
to make the passage across, hence there has been no 
attempt to make shipments by water this week. A 
large amount of lumber is stacked on the docks here 
awaiting’ shipment, but it will not be moved until 
there shall be sufficient water in the lake to admit 
of the passage of lumber laden vessels. This is 4 
difficulty that is experienced every winter by shippers 
here and one that will be obviated only by the com 
struction of the Sabine lake ship channel, which project 
is now before congress. 

There have been some good inquiries received here 
this week from north Atlantic buyers and it is to be 
hoped that freight rates from Sabine Pass and from 
ports on the south Atlantic coast can be equalized 80 
as to admit of placing some of this business here. 

Buyers were in Orange last week from Mexico look- 
ing after ship building material. It is stated, too, that 
buyers for Mexican railroads have been in east Texas 
this week. There have been no rains along the Sabine 
river yet, hence no arrivals of timber from the up rive 
camps. 

The Sabine Tram Company has purchased from the 
Kirby-Carpenter Company over 20,000 acres of pine 
lands in the western part of Caleasieu parish, Louisiana, 
for nearly half a million dollars, one of the largest 
strictly land sales ever made in Louisiana. 

The barge J. W. Link, which left here last week, 
towed by the tug Katherine, loaded with primes for 
Port Arthur, hung up on a bar at the mouth of Tay: 
lor’s bayou, because of the low water in Sabine lake. 

The reclaiming crew of the Orange Lumber Com 
pany has been laid off until after the river shall a 

E. W. Bancroft reports about 16,000,000 feet ° 
timber banked at Whitman’s ferry awaiting a ™ 
in the river. 

The Gilbert McDonald saw mill and its timber bolt 
ings, located in the northern part of Orange county, 
were sold under execution this week, Oliver Bland be 
ing the purchaser, 
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CENTRAL SOUTH. 


OPAPP DDD 
CRESCENT CITY NEWS. 


New ORLEANS, La., Dee. 7.—An important announce- 

ment was made Saturday by President L. 8. Berg, of 
the New Orleans Terminal Company, a corporation con- 
trolling the terminal property here which is owned jointly 
by the Frisco and Southern railroads. President Berg 
announced that ground will be broken this week for the 
gonstruction of the terminals and that the work will be 
pushed rapidly to completion. It is the announced inten- 
tion of the Frisco to run into New Orleans on the tracks 
of some other road until its own terminals and line into 
New Orleans shall be completed, : 
y It is announced that the Louisiana & Arkansas rail- 
road has been completed as far as Georgetown and that 
construction is being pushed to Jena, in Catahoula par- 
ish. aye . 

The Louisiana Railway & Navigation Company, whose 
line is in the process of construction from Shreveport to 
New Orleans, will reach Winnifield by January 1. : 

Interesting figures have been compiled by the railroad 
commission of Mississippi, showing the amount of rail- 
road construction in Mississippi for the past ten years, 
During the last four years the mileage built was 467.70, 
or more than during the entire six years immediately 
preceding. The total for the entire ten years is 675.54. 
The increase was made by the Mobile, Jackson & Kan- 
sas City, the Lake Cormorant branch of the ‘Yazoo & 
Mississippi Valley,and the Pearl & Leaf Rivers railroads, 
The last mentioned has just filed an application with the 
railroad commission asking that it be allowed to change 
its name to the Mississippi Central and to have Scranton 
instead of Hattiesburg for its terminal. 

Reports from the southern Mississippi territory state 
that recent heavy rains have afforded the logging situa- 
tion great relief and that the mills which have been shut 
down on account of their inability to get logs have been 
able to start again. The southwestern part of Louisiana, 
which also has been suffering from low water due to the 
drouth, is still greatly in need of rain. 

The Robinson Land & Lumber Company’s saw mill, 
Scranton, Miss., which has been closed down for a while, 
started again today. W. Denny & Co.’s O’Leary mill 
will resume work again within a few days, 

(, 8. Walker, general southern agent of the Cincin- 
nati, Hamilton & Dayton railway, was here Saturday. 
Mr. Walker is in charge of the road’s creosote works in 
Slidell, La., and reports that the railroads are taking 
more and more kindly to the idea of using creosoted 
timber. The demand for this kind of treated timber 
grows, he says, stronger and stronger every year. 

In a recent report Secretary of State Power, of Mis- 
sissippi, gave figures showing that the lumber industry 
in Mississippi ranked second as to the amount of capital 
invested. During the past eight years seventy lumber 
manufacturing corporations have been chartered, witha 
combined capital of $3,095,000. 

The Louisiana Coal & Lumber Company has been or- 
ganized at Mansfield, La., with capital stock of $600,000. 

The Baldwin Saw Mill Company was organized on 
December 38 at Baldwin, La., with a capital stock of 
$50,000. The new company will continue the operations 
of Barnett & Bell, whose interests have become merged 
in the new concern. 

Greenwood, Miss., has offered a site to the Indiana 
Veneer Works, of Indianapolis, which, it is seid, is seek- 
ing a location in the south. The Greenwood Furniture 
Company, in order to offer further inducement, has 
agreed to take a large amount of the veneer works’ out- 
put. 

The charter is advertised of the Bell Timber Com- 
pany; capital, $10,000; domicile, Morgan City, La.; ofti- 
cers: James I’, Prohaska, treasurer; William M. Cotton, 
jr, secretary; John D. Bell, president; Samuel W Fu- 
tral, vice president and general manager. 

W. E. Ramsay, of Lake Charles, was here during the 
week, 

Frank B. Williams, of Patterson, with his family, has 
been spending several days here. 

C. L, Cross, the Chicago agent of the Southern Cypress 
Lumber Selling Company, is in New Orieans, and before 
his return will make a trip to the company’s mills. F. 
G, Hanley, who represents the sarie company in southern 
Illinois, is also here and will go to the mills before 
leaving. 

J. C. Turner, of the J. ©, Turner Cypress Company, 
New York, was a visitor here during the week and will 
make a trip of inspection to the mills. 





MATTERS AT MOBILE. 

_Mosite, Aa. Dee. 7.—The mills are running full 
time with an abundance of orders. Values are exceed- 
ingly firm. There is an undercurrent of strength per- 
vading the market which cannot be accounted for by 
conditions at home or abroad. Stocks are small, unless 
it be in those instances where cars eannot be had to 
make shipments. The entire cut is moving along to 
vessels now in port. Prompt shipments from any of 
the roads have become a serious question, despite the 
heroic efforts now being made. The city mills are 
running as the supply of logs will permit. With one 
exception, very little timber is being turned’ out. 

The log market along the entire central gulf is bare 
Of stocks and the mills having no souree of supply are 
ma bad fix. At Mobile the mills, on this account, are 
unable to take on any large amount of business. The 
mills at Moss Point, Miss., are suffering from the seare- 
pn the log supply, but relief is in sight. 
dpa for hewn timber is very firm, with desir- 
+ laced very scarce. The coming year promises a 
great revival in hewn timber of the better grades. 

he sawn timber market at Mobile is taking on the 


vigor which was so apparent early in the season. Condi- 
tions on this side are all in the manufacturers’ favor. 
Since the last letter nearly 20,000 pieces have changed 
hands. Itemized, these sales were as follows: The Me- 
Clure Lumber Company, Wagar, Ala., sold 11,000 pieces, 
281% cubic feet average, at private terms; Alabama 
Lumber Company, 4,500 pieces, 321% eubie feet average, 
17 cents; Holmes Lumber Company, 3,000 pieces, 27% 
cubic feet average, 17 cents. The shippers who bought 
this timber were the Bay City Lumber Company, W. 
K. Syson & Co., Hunter, Benn & Co. and Barret Bros. 
& Co. Shippers are paying 17 cents freely for freshly 
sawn timber, but old stock of inferior quality has sold 
at 15 cents to 16% cents. Several of the small mills 
out of the city have closed their mill cuts at 16 cents, 
f. o. b. cars Mobile. This price quite equals 17 cents 
in the water, or possibly a shade better, when the ex- 
pense of unloading, rafting and risk of loss is consid- 
ered. The tendency of the market is upward, while the 
cut is comparatively small. Stocks remain as last re- 
ported. The arrivals at Mobile amounted to 1,000 
pieces and the city mills made 2,000 pieces. Several 
steamers are loading timber at Mobile while the Bay 
City Lumber Company has the steamer Boxgrove now 
loading. There is no indication of revival in the in- 
terior trade, with the smaller mills. The larger mills 
report an abundance of orders and shipments are con- 
fined to the car supply. The export trade .s taking 
large quantities from those mills which heretofore con- 
fined their cut entirely to the interior trade. 

Demand from tne River Plate continues quite equal 
to the cut. Values remain stationary. The mills of the 
entire gulf that cater to this trade are cutting up to 
their full capacity. The outward movement is large and 
there is a great quantity loading. Buyers report 
an easier tone and their orders are well covered by con- 
tracts. The cut will continue to increase, as mills never 
before cutting for South American business are pre- 
paring to do so. 

Cuban business is dull, with few orders offering. 
Values are off and freights continue to slide down- 
ward, until tonnage is offering freely at $5. The output 
continues larger than the demand and stocks are ae- 
cumulating at some points. 

Hunter, Benn & Co., of Mobile, with mills at Carson, 
Ala., will build dry kilns and planers. The plant will 
begin operations about January 1. 

The Diamond Lumber Company, Bexley, Miss., has 
been succeeded by the Green County Lumber Company, 
with Mr. Kohler as manager. This concern has a ¢a- 
pacity of 40,000 feet a day and is a very complete plant. 
The bulk of the output will go export via Mobile. 

Capt. J. W. Black, of the Sullivan Lumber Company, 
says that yellow pine is improving all the time and that 
gum is coming into its own. His company will eventual- 
ly erect a gum mill 150 miles vp the river, where it is 
now logging yellow pine. He says that German primes, 
11-inches and up, were bringing four years ago $14 and 
ure now quoted at from $24 to $25, and no one wants 
to take any big orders. 

W. W. Herron, of the W. W. Herron Lumber Company, 
this city, left last Wednesday for a twenty days’ busi- 
ness trip through Cuba and will visit Cuban cities of 
importance. Before leaving he would only say: ‘‘We 
are doing a nice little business with which I am thor- 
oughly satisfied, as [ am with the future outlook.’’ The 
olfices of this concern are among the prettiest, most con- 
verient and businesslike in the south, and its facilities 
for handling business and securing information on any 
subject pertaining thereto are brought down almost to 
perfection. 

As a first cousin to the above concern might be men- 
tioned the plant of the Bay Shore Planing Mill Com- 
pary at Herrondale, Ala, It is a brand new mill of 
comparatively recent origin and is extensive and com- 
plete. ‘The site is about four miles from Mobile, with 
ample shipping facilities, and it makes a specialty of 
dressing and drying lumber in transit. The sizer is 
14x50 and the mill has the usual complement of sur- 
facer, resaw, edgers ete., and a National kiln of 25,000 
capacity, while the mill itself is capable of handling 
125,000 feet daily. One of the prime features of the 
plant is the main shed, which has a clear space, with 
not a post in it, of 300 by 44 feet. There is a loading 
platform 130 feet long with 80 feet of it covered, the 
root of which extends over the tracks, and which can 
accommodate one and a half times the dry kiln capacity. 
Thomas White is president, G. M. Luce vice president, 
W. W. Herron treasurer, and J. W. Stone secretary. 

Thomas L. Cheatham, who has succeeded the firm of 

The Creola Lumber Company, twenty-one miles from 
liere, up on Gunnison creek, is cutting gum steadily and 
has a large stock of fine lumber on sticks and in sheds. 
Mr. Anderson, the manager, is thoroughly satisfied and 
is humping the mill along. He is buying tupelo gum 
rafts and has a lot of logs decked, 

Lyon, Swift & Co., with a mill at Bon Secour, down 
Mobile bay abcut twenty-five miles, say they are turn- 
ing down export orders. They cut about 50,000 feet. 

—eeerr 


AMONG WESTERN ALABAMA MILLS. 


BELLAMY, ALA., Dee. 8.—In spite of the car shortage 
that the Allison Lumber Company has recently endured 
its manager, FE. F. Allison, is particularly optimistic as 
to the future outlook and well satisfied with the past 
year’s business. He says that his business has been 
much better up to November 1 than for a corresponding 
period of a year previous and that the company’s books 
show October to be one of the best months it ever had. 
The ear shortage cut things down and for November the 
company got only about twenty cars, where it should 


have had about five cars a day. Prices have been main- ° 


tained and Mr, Allison is on the whole well satisfied. 
He states that he has the nicest lot of orders on his 
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Long Fir Timbers 2» t2 200 fect in 
length are gotten 
out quickly at our 
mills from the finest YELLOW FIR 
timber that grows, for which the 
South Bend branch of the N. P. Ry. 
is famous. We log by railroad close 
tothe mills. Our capacity is 150,000 
feet daily. 





Fir Gross ATMS, webavethetargest 


Cross Arm factory 
in the country, and 
make them out of choice YELLOW 
FIR. Cross arms, long and large 
fir timbers, and railroad, dock and 
bridge building material are our spe 





cialties. 


H. McCormick Luwser Co., 
McCORMICK, WASH. 


Let us hear from you. 


We use the Telecode. 
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FIR DOORS 


Notice to Jobbers! 


In connection with our well known, 
high grade, soft Fir Doors we are now 
ready to puton the market our 


KLICKITAT DOORS, 


a six-cross panel, high grade, O. G. “B” 
door. We do not grade these doors, but 
we guarantee that 30 per cent. of them 
will grade “A” doors, and the balance No. 
1-""B” Doors. This is the door that the 
trade is looking for A first-class door at 
“B”? door price. We treat the lumber in 
this door the same asin our high grade 
doors. Send for our delivered price. 


CHEHALIS FIR DOOR CO., 


CHEHALIS, WASH. 
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FIR TIMBERS, 
:? FIR CAR SILLS, 
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33 FIR CROSS ARMS 
$3 

$$ We make a specialty of manufacturing large 

® » and long timbers, car sills and cross arms out 

4 ? of choice fir timber, growing within one mile 

o> of our mill, which we log by our own rail- 
$3 road, and can ship on short notice. Our 
o> capacity is 100,000 feet daily. . . ... 
$> RAILROAD, BRIDGE, DOCK AND CAR MATERIAL. 
o> TELECODE 

g Eastern Office, 740 Marquette Bidg., CHICAGO. 
‘ FRANCIS J. PIKE, Representative. 





DOTY LUMBER CO., Doty, Wash, 


S Telephone, Centra! 3728. 
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We use the Telecode. 


FIR LUMBER. 


AND THE 
TIMBERS, “NO SAB” LYONS 
MASTS. CROWNED JOISTS. 


OODOD 
We are And all kinds 
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Waste Forest Products 


Hi. 0. CHUTE, Chemical Engineer, 


Wade Bullding, CLEVELAND, OH10, 
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Utilized by CHEMICAL PROCESSES 
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L. C. PALMER, Pres. JL Bradiey, Treas, & Gen. Mgr. 


Bridal Veil Lumbering 6o., 


BRIDAL VEIL, OREGON 


J. M LEITER, Sec. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


ORECON FIR AND 
LARCH LUMBER 


























PORTLAND. 
OREGON 








Fir and Spruce Lumber ssc. 


WE ARE MANUFACTURERS 


MULTNOMAH TRUNK AND BOX CO., Portland, Ore, 








SEASIDE SPRUCE LUMBER CO. 


SEASIDE, OREGON, 


SPRUCE DOORS. 


We saw all the door material from our 
own logs. 





We recognize 

that great care 
DOORS. Bf in workman- 
W 
a ship and ma- # i. ¢ 
material terlal Is material 
from the vertically 
large logs. # key to gtained. 


PROSPERITY. 


SPRUCE SPRUCE 


DOORS. 


We saw 


SPRUCE DOORS. 


We steam and kiln dry the material 
thoroughly. 





SEASIDE SPRUCE LUMBER CO. 


SEASIDE, OREGON. 

















PENINSULA LUMBER CO. 3 


MILLS AT 
Portland, Pant” Oregon. 


We Saw FROM 


special OREGON FIR 


BILLS For Good Paying Customers. 
Try Your Credit! 


EASTERN OFFICE: Ashland, Wisconsin. 
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Wants .« For Sales 


The department of the American Lumberman 











that takes care of your little needs. Try it. 














books that the company ever had, owing to its ability 
to sort out the best through its inability to ship. This, 
of course, has piled up finished stock in the’ company’s 
mammoth sheds, even to its loading shed, all of which 
could have been moved at good prices but for lack of 
cars. The lull in movement was taken advantage of, 
the last of last week, to shut down the mill, so as to 
remodel, add new machinery and bring it up to 100,000 
feet capacity. The only thing lacking was power, so when 
the company install a more powerful engine with its 
circular and its recently added capacity to its gang it 
will be able to cut up to the amount before mentioned. 
Another help will be a set of live rolls. The company 
has twenty-five years’ cut ahead of it, principally short- 
leaf; although there is other timber scattered through 
its domain it is cutting only pine and that very near 
the mill. A new lath mill is also being added. J. G. 
Mitchell is president and his headquarters are at Toledo, 
Ohio, while E. F. Allison, general manager; M. C, 
Rumley, secretary, and R. J. Mitchell, better known to 
his intimates as ‘‘Rob,’’ are at the mill in Alabama. 

The Sumter Lumber Company, about sixteen miles 
away at Sumter, Ala., suffered a severe fire some time 
ago. So fierce was it that it melted and welded stand- 
ard car wheels to the rails. The reconstructed plant. is 
well arranged and competent crews are in charge, from 
the McGiffert loader to the office force. The Alexander 
Lumber Company, of Chicago, handles the output of 
100,00) feet a day. 


WESTERN FLORIDA EXPORT NEWS. 

PENSACOLA, FLA., Dec. 7.—From a local standpoint 
the prospects for a most profitable season in the pitch 
pine industry during the coming year are exceedingly 
bright, and manufacturers as well as exporters are look- 
ing forward with much interest to the advent of 1904. 

The situation at this port is satisfactory. At pres- 
ent the market is firm at from 14 to 16 cents, according 
to cut and quality, and the demand is better than has 
been known for many months. Stocks are small, con- 
sidering the large tonnage due, and the charter lists 
show the largest fleet of vessels up, cleared and sailed 
for Pensacola known for nearly two years. This month 
will probably witness the largest outward movement ex- 
perienced in the port for many years, and as a number 
of the mills have been unable to cut for several months 
it can consequently be seen at a glance what the market 
will be during the next few weeks. 

There are now thirty steamers and nearly sixty sail- 
ing vessels up for the port. Nearly all of the steamers 
are due before December 20 and this will make an un- 
precedented outward movement for foreign ports. The 
sailing vessels will continue to arrive for the next six 
weeks and for this reason the market is expected to 
continue steady, with a lively demand until the latter 
portion of February, if not longer. 

H. Baars & Co., the largest of the exporters of pitch 
pine along the gulf coast, have ten steamers and about 
a dozen sailing vessels under charter, in addition to 
four steamers and several sailing vessels now in port 
taking cargoes. Their shipments this month will aggre- 
gate over 25,000,000 feet. The Pensacola Lumber Com- 
pany, German-American Lumber Company, W. S. Keyser 
& Co. and Rix M. Robinson also have large charter 
lists, 

The searcity of skilled labor will militate to a large 
extent against the rapid handling of cargoes during the 
next few weeks. The bay force does not exceed 800 men 
and at present all of these are employed, leaving the ves- 
sels now due to be loaded by unskilled baymen. It is 
feared that the labor scarcity will become a serious prop- 
osition during the next few weeks, especially in handling 
miscellaneous freight cargoes, the men leaving this work 
to accept the more lucrative jobs in storing timber 
and lumber. 


SOUTH ATLANTIC COAST. 


fToeeee—rrrw" 
AROUND THE STATE OF GEORGIA. 

Macon, GA., Dee. 7.—Reports from the yellow pine 
belt for the past week show an increased activity at 
all mills. Favorable weather conditions have greatly 
stimulated the output, which carries joy to the mill 
man in the fact of the decrease which comes during the 
holidays. Local conditions at Bainbridge, Moultrie 
and Valdosta show in excellent shape. At the center 
mill points the output has been very heavy. Orders are 
reported as being large, market conditions all that. 
could be desired. At Darien the ocean shipments have 
been fair; at Brunswick very brisk, and at Fernandina 
very fair. At the ports there is some.complaint of 
railroads delaying shipments from interior mills. Rail- 
road men claim that ports are holding too many cars 
while waiting on tardy sail tonnage and that no other 
equipment is available. At Brunswick this feature of 
detained ears is very pronounced, but inasmuch as all 
available dock room is crowded it cannot be helped. 
The cross tie shipments at Brunswick are still the 
working feature. One firm in November shipped 
145,142 ties, valued at $102,000. There has been no 
change in the coastwise freight rates. 

The Shearwood Lumber Company, at Statesboro, Ga., 
has leased the misdemeanor convicts of Bulloch 
county. They will be used in the logging camps. 

C. Huxford, at Huxford, Ga., is erecting a saw mill. 

J. H. Smith, near Millwood, Ga., is erecting a saw 
mill. 

The Podman Lumber Company is the style of a 








* new corporation seeking a charter at Savannah. Law- 


rence McNeil, J. J. Cummings, Henry 8S. Cummings, 


D C. Wil d J. F. McE 

uncan C, Wilson and J. F. McEacheum a 

bers; the capital stock is said to be #250000 : ne 
same gentlemen with the exception of J. J. Cummi ; 
also ask charter for the Savannah Lumber Com 
with stated capital of a maximum of $500,000, _— 

The saw mill to be erected by Strickland & Robert 
at Kathleen, Fla., is to cost $100,000 and will be 
of the largest in the state. — 

The saw and planing mill of Calvin B] 

‘ t t 
Gretna, Fla., has been leased by 8. 8. io. ae 
will operate "it. J Bentley, ‘who 

The Woodenware Manufacturing Company, of 
bus, Ga., will erect its plant at “a The om A 
recently bought a large tract of land in southeast 
~~ between Troy and Andalusia. 

arge timber deal is reported from Valdosta 
where J. N. Bray, D. C. Ashley and others oom 
4,000 acres in Leon and Jefferson counties Florida, 
paying $18,000. F , 

John W. Dickey, of Augusta, Ga., has bough 
interests of Charles S. Heard in the $i8-Havte aan 
pany, of a This purchase completes Mr 

ickey’s control of all i i . 
“oy y all interests, amounting to $300,- 

The Howard Supply Company, of Philadelphia, will 
operate a line of steamboats on the Oconee, Altamaha 
Ohoopee and Ocmulgee rivers from way points to Bruns. 
wick, to develop the company’s immense cross tie trade 

J. B. Jemison, at Macon, has sold his interest in the 
Macon Lumber Company to J. L. Turner. The company 
controls a large lumber brokerage trade. 

Jordan & Simerly, of Poulan, have completed their 
large saw mill. It has a capacity of 60,000 feet 
a day. Their tram road is now nearly completed to 
Doerun, a distance of eighteen miles. 





IN NORTHEASTERN FLORIDA. 


JACKSONVILLE, Fia., Dec. 7.—The volume of busi 
handled through this port during November omtn 
increase of about 60 percent over the same period lest 
year. During the month there were exported 19,515,435 
feet of yellow pine and 35,000 feet of cypress lumber, 
The cross tie shipments aggregated 126,700 pieces, in 
oe —— above. The aggregate shipments dur- 
ing November exceed those of the precedi 
1,793,023 feet. eben tania. 

The interest of Mr. Edenfield in the West-Edenfield 
Company has been bought by J. P. Lynch, formerly of 
the Cummer Lumber Company, becoming associated with 
Eugene E. West. The new company will operate the 
mills of the West-Edenfield Company, and in addition 
has purchased new machinery, including a large timber 
sizer. This company does principally a local business, 
including the handling of house trim, interior finishing 
and ornamental woods. 

J. F. Ellenberg, of Philadelphia, and J. B. Prevatt, of 
this city, both of whom are members of the O. K. Yel- 
low Pine Lumber Company, are erecting a large remill- 
ing and planing plant in the terminal yards of the At- 
lantic Coast Line. Their capacity will be about 1,000, 
000 feet a month. Their product will be marketed in 
Philadelphia and Pittsburg, where offices of the O. K. 
Yellow Pine Lumber Company are located. 

All of the local lumber yards report an active and 
continued demand for material for house construction. 
The disastrous fire that visited the city about three 
years ago destroyed 2,200 houses, but since that time 
something like 3,500 building permits have been issued 
for the construction of new dwellings and_ business 
houses, and there are now a large number of new build: 
ings being erected; and as 99 percent of them are frame 
= the local yard men have been busy filling or- 
ers. 

The Southern Freight Association has issued a circu- 
lar letter to the trade with reference to the assessment 
of wharfage on lumber handled over its docks, as fol- 
lows, effective December 1: 

Lumber—Wharfage, including thirty days’ storage, hand- 
ling at owner's expense, per thousand feet, board measure, 
20 cents. Storage, each additiona] thirty days, or frac- 
—— part thereof, per thousand feet, board measure, 10 

Cross ties—Wharfage, including thirty days, or fractional 
part thereof, per tie, 1 cent. Storage, each additional thirty 
days, or fractional part thereof, per tie, 14 cent. 


Shingles—Wharfage including thirty days’ storage, Owl 
er’s expense of handling, per thousand shingles, cents. 
Storage, each additional thirty days, or fractional part there 


of, per thousand shingles, 214 cents. 

The Saxon-Barnes Land & Naval Stores Company, of 
this city, has purchased a tract of 100,000 acres of tim- 
ber land in Liberty county, Florida. It proposes to e& 
tablish colonies throughout the tract, erecting the neces 
sary saw mills to convert the timber into lumber. The 
company is composed of Barnes & Jessup of this city, 
and Saxon and Rawls of the Capitol City bank of Tal- 
lahassee. The estimated value of the property is about 
$1,000,000, because of a large quantity of cypress, 
ash and hickory in addition to the yellow pine timber. 

The O’Brien Lumber Company, composed of W. B 
and 8. L. Peterson, formerly operating at O’Brien, 
Fla., has begun to move its plant to Trilby, Fla., at 
which point it has secured a large tract of timber. 
new mill will have a daily capacity of 40,000 feet. 

A meeting was held at Jacksonville Saturday, December 
5, by prominent railroad officials representing the various 
lines entering Jacksonville and a number of well know® 
Florida lumbermen. The meeting was called by the 
railroad companies to discuss the points involved in 
law effective January 1, providing taat the 
companies shall provide their cars with suitable oat 
ment for the transportation of lumber, or rebate the 
men $1.50 a car. The subject was pretty well disct 
but no agreement could be reached based on the 
companies’ ideas of how to equip these cars, and on mo 
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t was resolved to request the Georgia Inter-State 
Saw Mill Association to appoint a committee from 
among its membership to meet a similar committee from 
the railroads, and endeavor to come to a satisfactory 
nderstanding as to the character of equipment neces- 
a ry for a compliance with the new law in spirit and in- 
roe Present indications point strongly to the fact that, 
after much discussion of the subject, the railroads will 
find it cheaper and more satisfactory to rebate the mill 
man for the stanchions he supplies. ; 

A. P. Bliss, of Bliss & Van Auken, has been in Jack- 
sonville for the past several days on a visit to his com- 
pany’s offices here, and to the mill at Otter Creek. 


tion i 





FROM THE OLD DOMINION. 


LK, VA., Dec. 9.—Last Saturday the North Car- 
jie tate banal of agriculture appropriated $1,000 to 
aid in forwarding the movement for the establishment 
of the Appalachian forest reserve. 7 

A charter has been granted the North Carolina Tray 
& Basket Company, of Elizabeth City, N. C., capital 
stock $30,000. J. B. Blades, of the Blades Lumber Com- 
pany, is one of the principal stockholders. The com- 
pany is authorized to manufacture all sorts of wooden 
articles, deal in timber and manufacture lumber. 

One of the latest lumber concerns incorporated is the 
Graham Land & Lumber Company, of Raleigh, N. CG, 
to which a charter has just been issued. The capital 
stock of the company is $100,000 and the incorporators 
are A. B. Andrews, I’. H. Busbee and A. B. Andrews, jr. 

That cargo business at this port continues active is 
evidenced from the following partial list of vessels to 
be cleared this week. The Roanoke Railroad & Lumber 
Company is loading the schooner Kennebec for Brook- 
lyn; the Greenleaf Johnson Lumber Company is about to 
clear the schooner B. I. Hazard for New York, ard the 
following are being loaded at the wharves of the Nor- 
folk & Southern Railroad Company: Schooners J. S. 
Lamprey for New York, Horatio for Boston, H. H. 
Chamberlain for New York, and the barge Dorchester 
for Baltimore. In addition to these, several barges will 
load poplar for Baltimore and Philadelphia within the 
next two weeks. : 

The latest compiled statistical industrial reports from 
North Carolina give out that for eleven months in 1903 
forty lumber companies have been chartered with a total 
eapital of $3,500,0Uy, and twenty-six furniture and other 
woodworking companies, representing a capitalization of 
$2,250,000. : 

J. H. Burdett and G. H. Hyatt, of the extensive 
wholesale lumber concern of Burdett, Havens & Co., 
Whitehall, N. Y., were in Norfolk last Saturday and 
visited several lumber firms in this vicinity. 

E. C. Fosburgh, vice president and general manager 
of the Fosburgh Lumber Company, spent several days 
last week in New York City. 

Maj. Robert T. Dick, a prominent lumberman and 
very popular citizen of Isle-of-Wight county, Virginia, 
was stricken with paralysis last week and his recovery 
is doubtful. He is nearly 75 years of age and has 
been for years interested in several extensive lumber 
concerns, has long been a member of the board of super- 
visors and is regarded as a public spirited and honor- 
able citizen. 

The recent visits of numerous domestic and foreign 
‘lumbermen to this market are considered a good indica- 
tion that somebody is figuring on some big schedules 
for immediate or future delivery. 





FROM THE MARYLAND METROPOLIS. 


Bautimore, Mp., Dec. 8.—Both Maryland and Virgina 
intend to make elaborate displays at the Louisiana Pur- 
chase Exposition in St. Louis next year. The Maryland 
commission wil ask $60,000 in addition to what has al- 
ready been decided on, and equally iiberal provision will 
be made by the Old Dominion legislators. Both states 
will lay special stress upon their timber resources, Vir- 
ginia in particular aiming to present an impressive show- 
ing. In Virginia the lumber companies are taking a most 
active part in getting up a comprehensive collection df 
objects. Among specimens offered is a piece of white 
spruce mast timber, now being gotten out by the Grayson 
Lumber Company, which is from 156 to 200 feet long. 
This is intended to illustrate the claim that with respect 
to white spruce Virginia can compete with the 1orests of 

aine. A variety of hardwooa of exceptional width and 
length has been secured, showing the possibilities of the 
southwestern Virginia forests. A collection of timber 
has already been received from the Dismal Swamp sec- 
tion, and steps have been taken to complete the exhibit 
from tidewater. This part of Virginia’s display will be 
exhibiteu in connection with that of forestry, which will 
constitute the background of an attractive natural pic- 
ture. Stuffed animals and birds indigenous to the state 
will occupy the foreground. 

he movement to organize the builders of this city into 
4 compact organization affiliated with the national body, 
for mutuai protection against strikes and other develop- 
ments that disturb business was advanced on the evening 
of December 1, when the members of the Baltimore Ex- 
change held their quarterly meeting. and listened to an 
address by Charles L. Fidlitz, president of the Building 
Trades Employers’ Association of New York. Nearly all 
the builders in the city and a number of lumbermen were 
Present and heard Mr. Eidlitz discuss the benefits of or- 
ganization. He gave an account of the situation as it ex- 
isted in New York, before Sam Parks had been checked 
In his peculiar activities of levying blacxmail. The 
be ge adjourned until the regular gathering this week, 
Me - the question of forming an association will be defi- 
uitely acted upon. A feature of the gathering was a 
most enjoyable banquet. 
in September 25 of this year fire was discovered in the 
cture frame factory of Seidenman & Bro., East Monu- 


ment street, the blaze causing a damage of $3,000. Last 
Saturday night the fire department was called to the 
place twice within a few hours. The first blaze was 
slight, but the second was responsible for a loss of $3,000. 
Both fires broke out in a small shed in the rear of the 
factory proper, and the second one extendea to all three 
floors of the establishment. 
September blaze had not yet been entirely repaired, when 
the other blazes broxe out. The state fire marshal is in- 
vestigating. 


ON THE UPPER’ MISSISSIPPI. 


THE MINNESOTA LUMBER CENTER. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Dee. 8.—Local jobbers in west 
coast lumber products have waited in vain for any noti- 
fication from the west coast shingle men, or any indica- 
tion that their interests were being consulted in any 
way in the formation of the new shingle selling agency. 
While these wholesale dealers say they hope the new deal 
will go through /and restore the shingle market to a sat- 
isfactory basis, they wonder if the disposition to ignore 
them means that they are to be frozen out. They hope 
such is not the case, of course. If the selling agency 
shall not attempt to sell to the retail trade in the middle 
west they will be satisfied to buy of it at the fixed mi’l 
prices, and take the usual profit in marketing shingles 
in this territory. What they are afraid of is that the 
selling agency will sell to retail dealers at a jobbing 
price and cut out the middle man. Of course they do not 
intend to rest idle while such a process of elimination 
is going on. 

The prospect of the pool’s success has stimulated 
buying of west coast products. The line yard men, espe- 
cially, figure that this is a good time to stock up with 
shingles and siding, and an unusual number of orders 
for the time of year is being received. They are not 
swamping the market and at any other time of year the 
volume of business would not be considered extraordi- 
nary, but the buying is all speculative, nevertheless. 

In other lines of lumber trade is light. The demand 
for white pine is practically over for the year and several 
of the large firms have already begun to take invoices of 
their yard stocks. However, there is a fair influx of 
small orders, and the manufacturers are still selling some 
orders to consumers in other cities. 

The C. A. Smith Timber Company is the latest addi- 
tion to the list of big lumbering companies in Minnesota. 
Articles of incorporation were filed today. The capital 
stock is fixed at an even $1,000,000 and the officers are 
as follows: President, C. A. Smith; vice president, 
Charles J. Johnson; secretary, Charles L. Trabert; treas- 
urer, Nann A. Smith. The four officers, with Fred B. 
Snyder, constitute the board of directors. The headquar- 
ters will be at Minneapolis. As the company’s name im- 
plies, it is an offshoot of the C. A. Smith Lumber Com- 
pany. It will take the timber properties of the older 
company and will look after the logging contracts, sup- 
plying the mill of the C. A. Smith Lumber Company 
with its logs. The older company will continue in charge 
of the manufacture and sale of the lumber. This divi- 
sion of the business was made to simplify matters, on 
acount of the rapid growth of the enterprises of the big 
concern. The new company’s articles permit it to engage 
in lumber manufacture and it is possible that it will do 
so at some later date. While at present its interests are 
in Minnesota they may be expanded to the coast country, 
where Mr. Smith already holds some good sized tracts of 
timber. 

Mr. Smith returned Wednesday of last week from St. 
Louis, where he was a Minnesota representative at the 
dedication of the Swedish building at the Louisiana 
Purchase Exposition. 

Pendleton & Gilkey have engaged the services of two 
well known traveling salesmen, who will represent them 
after January 1. A. N. Wheeler, of this city, who is 
president of the Mississippi Valley Lumber & Sash & 
Door Traveling Salesmen’s Association, and has traveled 
for the Bardwell-Robinson Company of this city for sev- 
eral years, has accepted an offer from Pendleton & 
Gilkey, and will look after the retail trade in Minnesota, 
North Dakota and Montana, M. L. Todd, formerly with 
the Coeur d’Alene Lumber Company, will also join the 
staff of the same progressive firm and will look after 
its interests in Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska and South Da- 
kota. Until now Pendleton & Gilkey have been able to 
dispose of their line by correspondence and have had no 
salesmen on the road. However, after the first of the 
year they will be marketing the product of the Mukilteo 
Lumber Company’s new mill, and will be in a position to 
handle a much larger number of orders, so the change 
in policy has been determined on. 

J. Spencer, traveling salesman for the Crookston Lum- 
ber Company, with headquarters at Winnipeg, was a 
business visitor in Minneapolis this week. 

A. H. Wood, of Winnipeg, superintendent of yards 
for the Canadian Elevator Company, was here on Satur- 
day and reports that the company has had a fine retail 
lumber trade this fall. 

M. E. Magruder, branch manager for the C. A. Smith 
Lumber Company at Peoria, Il., was in Minneapolis last 
week conferring with the heads of the company about 
next year’s business. 

G. Eliason, of Montevideo, and Charles McGregon, of 
McGregor Bros., Granite Falls, well known retailers, vis- 
ited the Minneapolis trade last week. . 

H. 8. Gilkey, of Pendleton & Gilkey, has passed through 
a severe attack of appendicitis, which caught him at 
Appleton, \vis., while on his way to Oconto. He re- 
mained at Appleton under treatment a week, and was 
not able to return home until yesterday. He is now 
much improved. 

W. D. alexander, of Wausau, Wis., a well known 
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ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO 


Big Blackfoot Milling Co., 


BONNER, MONT. 
Mills at Bonner, St. Regis and Hamilton, Mont. 
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We manufacture more than 


13,000,000 A WEEK’ 


Dry Kiln Capacity, 18,500,000 


SHINGLE MILLS. Whatcom, Wash.; 
Sumas, Wash.; Nooksack, Wash.; Carroll 
Siding, Wash.; No. |, Vancouver, B. C.; 
No. 2, Vancouver, B. C. 

B rag Mill and Planing Mill, Vancouver. 


The Hastings Shingle Co. 


LIMITED. 
Head Office, VANCOUVER, B. C. 
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HIGH GRADE 
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having a select trade. We use only live green 
logs and manufacture on upright machines. 
Make 16, 18 and 24 inch. 


HAVE A CAPACITY OF 
300 M. PER 10 HOURS. 


Pacific Coast Lumber Co, 


LIMITED. 
VANCOUVER, B.C. 
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WANTS AND FOR SALES. 


The department of the American Lumbermaz 
that takes care of your little needs. Try it 





manufacturer, was a business visitor here last week. 


Company, has returned from a long stay at Tenstrike, 
Minn., where he is looking after the company’s opera- 
tions in the woods, 

The Northwest Lumber Company has purchased retail 
vyards at Brinsmade and Minnewaukan, is. D., from the 


‘Minnewaukan Mercantile Company. 





CHIPPEWA RESERVATION PINE SALE. 

Cass LAKE, MINN., Dec. 7.—The much discussed sale 
of about 234,000,000 feet of pine on the Chippewa In- 
dian reservation which was held here on December 5 
witnessed record breaking prices for Minnesota. The 
bids ranged from $4 to $10 a thousand for norway pine 
and from $5 to #12 for white pine. The lumbermen 
who were the loudest in their protest against the carry- 
ing out the sale under the Morris law and those who 
had predicted failure were on hand with comparatively 
low bids. The Indian will receive much more from the 
sale than at first was anticipated and the intelligent ones 
of the tribe seem to realize that it was a wise thing to 
have the timber and land sold by competent. officials. 

There were fourteen bidders and their aggregate bids 
numbered more than 300, The Weyerhaeuser syndicate 
was much in evidence, its bids alone numbering over 200, 
The Northern Lumber Company’s bid covered every sec- 
tion of pine offered, and was accompanied with a cer- 
tified check for $257,000. On this basis, if successful in 
getting the pine, it will have to pay $1,285,000. 

The sale was conducted by Commissioner Richards, In- 
dian Agent Scott, Register J. D. Jones and Receiver KE. 
S. Oakley, of the United States land office here; Edward 
lL. Warren, chief estimator of Chippewa lands, and 
William O’Neil, superintendent of logging under the 
Morris law. The bids were made according to the size 
and quality of the pine, the necessary distance to haul 
and other conditions, 

Among the bidders were the following: The Pine 
Tree Lumber Company, Little Falls; Northern Lumber 
Company, Cloquet; Standard Lumber Company, Du- 
buque, lowa; Burlington Lumber Company, Buriungton, 
lowa; Itasea Lumber Company, Minneapolis; Mueiler 
Lumber Company, Davenport, Iowa; J. Neils Lumber 
Company, Minneapolis; Samuel Sutor, Cass Lake; B. P. 
Munson, Grand Rapids, and the Brainerd Lumber Com- 
pany, Minneapolis, 


LAKE SUPERIOR PORTS. 


PAP PD IIIS 
CHEQUAMEGON BAY NOTES. 

ASHLAND, Wis., Dee. 8.—Residents of Odanah are op- 
posed to having the products from the reservation man- 
ufactured otherwise than on the reservation. They have 
already seen an attorney with a view to getting out an 
injunction in the federal courts, to prevent any of the 
Odanah timber from being manufactured at Ashland. 
The attorney for the Indians says the statement has been 
published that the new stave factory, which will be buil, 
at Ashland this winter, will be run with elm cut on the 
reservation, and that the contract with the J. 8. Stearns 
Lumber Company is to the effect that everything that is 
cut shall be manufactured at Odanah or some other place 
on the reservation. The reservation comes directly to the 
city limits on the south and the letter of the law would 
be lived up to if the stave factory was established even 
on the north side of the reservation, near the city limits. 
Last year 5,000,000 or 6,000,000 feet of logs from 
the Odanah reservation were sawed in Ashland at the 
Mowatt mill and some Indians objected even to that, 
but their objections were in vain, If the Indians would 
work in the saw mills at Odanah steadity there might be 
some reason for them to insist upon every stick of the 
reservation timber being sawed on the reservation, but 
as it is none of them have any grounds whatever for just 
complaint. 

The output of the mills in this vicinity for 1904 will 
Some of the mills are going out of 
commission for want of timber to saw, and the mills 
that will saw will not run nights. The feature of the 
lumber situation is the large amount of No. 4 and No. 
5 boards that have been sold to be cut next season. No. 
4 boards are bringing $12 a thousand feet, as compared 
with about $10.50 last year. Advance sales of No. 5 
boards have also been considered at $6.50 to $7 a thou- 
sand as compared with $5 and $5.50 last year. Buyers 
of this class of lumber fear that production is likely te 
be limited next season and they wish to make their con- 
tracts in ample season. Common lumber is selling $1 
less than the price a year ago and the price of high 
grade lumber is off $2 to $3 a thousand. 

The Elmo-Fowler-Jacobs Company is building a saw 
mill at a small place called Van Buskirk, not far from 
here, and will have the mill ready for active operation 
by January 1. The mill will be located on the Montreal 
river, in a section of the country abounding with cedar 
and hardwoods, to which the new plant will confine itself. 
This firm was the owner of a similar mill at Washburn 
which burned to the ground two months ago. 

The Murray-MeCann mill will be moved to Superior 
as soon as the structure shall be completed. Work is 
being pushed hard and will be completed in the near 
future. 








UPPER PENINSULA NOTES. 

CALUMET, Micu., Dee. 7.—The Sparrow-Kroll Lum- 
ber Company has closed down its saw mill at Kenton 
for repairs. The cut during the Jast season was very 
sitisfactory. The mill will remain idle until the mid- 
dle of January, when it will again go into commission. 

The saw mill at Bergland is closed for necessary 
repairs, It will start up again in a short time. 


Harry F. Partridge, of the T. M. Partridge Lumber 





The new hardwood saw mill erected by Henry Ke 
and C, W. Cleaver, both of Hancock, at Arnheim, 
Baraga county, will be ready to start up shortly after 
January 1 but will not go into full commission until 
January 15. The building is up and enclosed and the 
machinery is being installed. The mill will be equipped 
with a circular saw of 45,000 feet daily capacity, 
About 25,000 feet a day will be the average output, 
the logs being brought in by rail. About forty men 
will be employed ail the year. 

Sagola is becoming the cordwood center of the Upper 
peninsula, There are twenty gangs of men engaged in 
cutting hardwood there and daily shipments to Wis. 
consin and Illinois points average 100 cars. About 
10,000 cords will be shipped before the end of winter, 


LAKE MICHIGAN PORTS. 


OPPPP IIIS 
CREAM CITY TRADE NOTES. 

MILWAUKEE, Wis., Dec. 9,—If there were any par. 
ticular tendency a few weeks ago to curtail orders, that 
condition of traae has disappeared, according to some 
of the leading dealers of Milwaukee, who say that every 
mail now brings them many inquiries for quotations and 
they look upon inquiries as a sure forerunner of orders, 
The situation is particularly good as regards the hard- 
wood lumber business, although in pine there is still a 
feeling of uncertainty as to the stability of prices, There 
is a feeing on the part of pine operators that prices 
of certain grades were raised too high ana thus an 
opportunity was opened for Pacific coast products to 
come in as a substitute for pine. One large concern 
which has for several years made contracts for all its 
pine supply has not been closing any big contracts, 
finding that it can buy to better advantage as oppor- 
tunities arise from time to time. 

W. T. McGuire, of Waukesha, representing the Reit- 
brock Land & Lumber Company, of Athens, has been here 
this week. William Pringle, of Rib Lake, stayed over in 
Milwaukee after the meeting of the directors of the Rib 
Lake Lumber Company, last week, and spent the early 
part of the week in Milwaukee. W. H. Roddis, presi- 
dent of the Roddis Veneer Company, of Marshfield, spent 
Tuesday in Milwaukee, as did W. L. Davis, of Eau 
Claire. 

Figures compiled by the local customs’ office for the 
first eleven months of 19038, compared with similar figures 
for last year, show that this year is a record breaker 
for the port of Milwaukee in the total net tonnage of 
the vessels that have arrived here, the aggregate tonnage 
being 5,726,556 tons, an increase of 685,502 tons over 
last year. 

(. S$. Curtis, the well known door manufacturer of 
Wausau, was in Milwaukee on Monday of this week. 
Alexander Stewart, of Wausau, and B. W. Davis, of 
Phillips, were in Milwaukee last Friday. August Doe- 
nitz, register of the land office at Ashland, was a visitor 
here last week. W. I. Bradley, of Tomahawk, son of the 
late W. H. Bradley, is in Milwaukee this week. 

I’, C, Bissell, formerly of Fond du Lae, has become 
a resident of Milwaukee and is now associated with 
the South Arm Lumber Company at its offices in the Loan 
& Trust building. Mr. Bissell has been in the lumber 
business for many years and will be a valuable addition 
in his new capacity with the South Arm Lumber Com- 
pany, 

A delegation of twenty-four students of the mechan- 
ical course of Ames College, Towa, arrived in the city 
last week in charge of Prof. S. W. Bissell, for the pur- 
pose of inspecting the mammoth shops of the Allis-Chal- 
mers Company, located in this city and at West Allis. 

R. A. Cook, of Stevens Point, the pioneer machine 
man of northern Wisconsin, spent a day here last week. 
The Cook foundry was established about the same time 
the saw mill industry had its beginning in the Wisconsin 
pineries and has continued work uninterruptedly ever 
since, Much of the machinery to equip the mills along 
the Wisconsin Central railway and in the Wisconsin 
River valley was the product of the Cook foundry. 

Mark Porter, of Frank Porter & Co., Chicago, made 
a business trip to Milwaukee on Wednesday of this 
week. 

The price list committee of the Wisconsin Valley 
Lumbermen’s Association will meet in Milwaukee to 
morrow to go over the subject of prices on pine. The 
committee consists of A. L. Osborn, of the Montreal 
Iumber Company. Hurlev; W. H. Bissell, Ross Lumber 
Conipany, Arbor Vitae; C. C. Yawkey, Yawkey Lumber 
Company, Hazelhurst: A. 8. Goodyear, Goodyear Lumber 
Company, Tomah. and L. K. Baker, J. S. Stearns Lum- 
ber Company, Odanah. Much interest is manifested in 
the results of the meeting, because of the unsettled condi- 
tion that has ch#racterized the pine lumber market for 
some months. 

D. F. Clark, of Osborn & Clark, Minneavolis, stopped 
ever in Milwaukee today on his way to Chicago, where 
he will go to attend a meeting of the grading rules com 
mittee of the National Hardwood Lumber Association. 








ON MICHIGAN’S WEST SHORE. 


Muskecon. Micu., Dec. 9.—The Grand Haven Basket 
factory at Grand Haven was entirely consumed by fire 
with a loss ot $15,000 a few nights ago. It was fully 
insured and will be rebuilt at once. The building was 
formerly occupied by the Diamond Match Company an 
the nlant ocenvied two acres of ground. The owners 
are Clevenga Bros. : 

The lumber barre S. M. Stephenson has gone into 
winter onarters at Chicago and the lumber barge Matthew 
Wilson has been laid up here. The lumber schooner Lv- 
man Davis is laid un at Sturgeon Bay, Wis., where she 
will be rebuilt, On her way to Chicago on her final trip 
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, sr barge George Markham lost part of her cargo 
po toga the pratt get the Thayer Lumber Company. 
The lumber is coming ashore on the beach here. 

G. H. Neumaster, the visiting Appalachia (S. C.) lum- 
be man was tendered a banquet by the Muskegon Com- 
a lery Knight Templars, at which the speakers were 
mi). Holthe, E. B. Dake, C. Hubbell Hills, J. J. Heath, 
|, B, Smith and W. R. Holden, 

The first of the four new factories secured by Muske- 
yon this year has begun operations, the Atlas Parlor 
Furniture Company having started work, - 

A, V. Mann has been ill with gastritis, but is improv- 


. the rural districts in this vicinity 45 cents apiece 
is being paid for white oak railroad ties. 





ON THE MENOMINEE. 


Marinerre, W1s., Dec. 9.—The mills have all closed 
and outside of preparations at some of them for winter 
sawing everything is quiet. No sales are reported and 
none are expected until after the holidays. 

The Marinette Lumber Company will be the first to 
start winter sawing. Its mill will begin operations 
some time next week and continue the remainder of 
the winter. The other mills to be operated this winter 
will begin soon after January 1. The N. Ludington 
Company has decided to saw this winter and expects 
to manufacture 6,000,000 feet this winter. The other 
coneerns Which will run this winter are the Sawyer- 
Goodman Company, Bay Shore Lumber Company and 
the J. W. Wells Company, and probably August Spies. 

The steam barges John Schroeder and Christie are 
still carrying lumber out of this port, the first named 
for Milwaukee and the latter to Chicago. They left 
this week and expect to make one more trip. The Ann 
Arbor steamers, which carry considerable lumber, ex- 
peet to run until the middle of January. The Lake 
Michigan. Transportation Company, the car barge line 
from Peshtigo Harbor to Chicago, made its last trip 
this week. 

The I, Stephenson Company, Wells, Mich., has an- 
nounced a general reduction of 10 percent in wages of 
all its hands employed in the saw, shingle and hard- 
wood mills. The reduction affects between 300 and 
400 men. : 

The Wolverine Cedar & Lumber Company, operating 
at Northland, Mich., has started its shingle mill and is 
paying the weavers the price fixed by the cedar asso- 
ciation some time ago. The other companies say they 
will pay the same schedule and no more, 

A number of local lumbermen went to Marquette 
this week and were initiated into the mysteries of the 
Shrine. Those who crossed the burning sands were A, 
(. Wells, of the J. W. Wells Company; Harry MeGraw, 
of the Bay Shore Lumber Company; F. J. Garland, of 
the Hastings Lumber Company, and W. Y. Church, of 
the Edward Hines Lumber Company. One of the no- 
table features of the ceremonies was when contribu- 
tions for a worthy charity were called for and $500 
subscriptions were asked. Those who were willing to 
give that amount were requested to signify it by ris- 
ing to their feet and without further delay Nobles 
MeGraw and Wells sprang to their feet with great en 
thusiasm. 

The litigation between H. P. Christ, of Wausaukee, 
Wis., and the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul railway 
was settled last week. Christ sued for $8,500 worth 
of cedar destroyed by fire near the right of way. The 
case was compromised out of court. 

The Carney Lumber Company has opened an office 
ut Massey, Ont. The Carney company is operating 
three camps this winter and will put in 10,000,000 feet. 
When the Carney company will move the Witbeck 
mill to Massey next year it will take the entire crew 
to that place to operate it. 

R. C. Merryman is now out at Exeter, Cal., looking 
after his orange ranch. He writes that his crew made 
a record last week, packing 362 boxes of oranges in 
fifty-six minutes. They are now sending 3,000 boxes 
of oranges to the packing house. 

Weideman & Clough, hardwood dealers of Menomi- 
nee, recently closed a deal for the purchase of 1,500,- 
000 feet of hardwood timber in the lower peninsula 
and will log it this winter. They already have a camp 
started, 

The Peshtigo 


, Lumber Company has decided to re- 
build its entire 


mill at Peshtigo, Wis., and work 
started this week. Two band saws and a band resaw 
will be put. in. Perley Lowe, the president, who was 
here this week, states that the changes will cost over 
$40,000, 


MENOMINEE, Micu., Dee. 9.—The lumber shipping sea- 
son on the Menominee river has practically ended and 
ho More cargoes are expected to be shipped out after 
this week, The lumber carriers are going into winter 
quarters as fast as possible, as navigation is now con- 
sidered 


bay, where several accidents have happened to boats this 
winter from the ice 
BP boys is even duller, if anything, than ever, as 
/7 one is preparing for the annual inventory of stock 
and nothing of importance is expected to transpire until 
after the first of the year. 
J The cedar market in most cases is not a bit better 
Sram heretofore and seems to be growing worse. There 
rote rp hed inquiries’ for poles, posts or shingles and 
the ne no market for them. Every yard on 
pe sana cut down its force of men until now most 
~ ag juve no more than four or five men employed. 
of the loggers will curtail their cut of logs this 





too dangerous for them, especially in Green . 





winter considerably, while others will put in about the 
usual amount of stock. 

The Bay Shore Lumber Company, the H. Witbeck 
Company, the A. Spies Cedar & Lumber Company, the 
Hamilton & Merryman Company, the Sawyer-Goodman 
Company and the Menominee River Shingle Company 
will all put in a stock of cedar. The yards are now 
full of small stock, although none of them have a sur- 
plus of long poles. There seems to be a demand for 35, 
40 and 45-foot poles, while there is none for anything 
else. 

Contracts which some of the cedar companies have 
with the Western Union Telegraph Company have been 
about completed. Raber & Watson’s contract with this 
company was mostly filled at their Chicago yards and 
the E. EK, Naugle Tie Company filled its contract from 
yards on the River Rouge in the southern peninsula. 
William Mueller & Son filled a contract for about 22,000 
poles for the telegraph company and ©. J. Huebel & Co. 
one for 10,000 poles. 

There is a fairly good demand for cedar ties and they 
bring about 35 to 40 cents each. It is expected that a 
large amount of ties will be manufactured this season 
on account of the lack in the demand for certain sized 
poles. This pole timber will be cut into ties instead. 
No contracts, however, have as yet been closed for ties 
and-it is not expected that there will be any before the 
first of the year. 

Ed. Lindsley, of Lindsley Bros., C. J. Huebel and Fred 
Roper are in Chicago attending the convention of tele- 
phone owners. 

It is likely that the A. Spies Lumber & Cedar Com- 
pany will not operate its mill at Hardwood this year. A 
deal is now pending for its sale but up to today had not 
been closed. The company is making extensive repairs 
to the mill in this city and will enlarge the capacity of 
the shingle mill somewhat this winter. 

The shingle mill of the I, Stephenson Company has 
been closed, as the stock of available logs has run out. 
It is expected that it will start up again in a week or 
ten days. 

The Marinette Lumber Company is preparing to start 
operations in about two weeks for the winter. One of 
the band resaws will be operated for several weeks 
and as soon as the delivery of logs will permit the other 
one will be started, 

The Northwestern Cooperage Lumber Company, which 
has plants in Ohio and Michigan, and of which I, N. 
Bushong, of Gladstone, is a prominent member, has made 
arrangements to start a plant at Ashland, Wis. Mr. 
Bushong will be manager of the mill. It is expected 
that operations on the new plant will be under way be- 
fore spring. 

Weidemann & Clough, hardwood dealers of this city. 
have contracted for the purchase of 1,500,000 feet of 
standing hard maple in the lower peninsula which they 
will put in this winter, They have already started a 
camp and have a crew of men at work on it. This 
firm shipped its last cargo by water Saturday night, 
when the steamer Sawyer cleared with 400,000 feet of 
hardwood for Chicago, 
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THE SAGINAW VALLEY. 
3AY CITY AND SAGINAW, Micu., Dee. 8.—W. B. 
shon remarked this evening: 





Mer- 


Business is fairly good for the season of the year. The 
demand for box material holds up remarkably well and the 
firms engaged in that line are well supplied with orders. 
Doors and sash are in the dumps. Both the foreign and do 
mestic business is dull and prices have been slashed. ‘The 
railroads are not using white pine to the extent they for 
merly did in car repairs and car building. ‘There is not 
much buying now in this market, Jocal dealers being. fairlv 
well taken care of for their winter stocks. The machinery 
business of W. B. Mershon & Co. is not rushed. We have 
enough orders to keep the plant running with a full force but 
are not crowding matters and there will likely be no great 
rush until at Jeast another year shall be ushered in. In our 
lumber business we are greatly handicapped owing to the 
scarcity of cars, it being impossible to get cars enough to 
move our manufactured products as we desire. 

Ephraim Nelson, of Cheboygan, although making his 
home the greater portion of the time at Detroit the last 
two years, stated last week that his mother was in Cali- 
fornia and some time the coming year he would deter- 
mine his future abiding place. He is still interested ina 
saw mill plant at Cheboygan, which manufactured 
25,000,000 feet of lumber the present year, and is a 
large stockholder in the Saginaw & Manistee Lumber 
Company operating at Williams, Ariz. ‘‘We have be- 
tween five and six hundred million feet of timber out 
‘there,’’ said Mr. Nelson, ‘‘and we are adding to it 
steadily. We shall have 20,000,000 feet more timber 
there at the close of the present year than we did at the 
beginning, and we are running our mills the year through. 
We market one-third of our product in California and 
have a large local trade in the territory contiguous to 
the mills.’’ Mr. Nelson was born fifty-five years ago in 
Stockholm, and began lumbering at Cheboygan in 1868. 
He has been very successful and has accumulated a large 
fortune. 

The timber holdings and mill property and lumbering 
equipment of the estate of the late Edmund Hall, of 
Detroit, were sold last week to a syndicate composed of 
Ferguson & McFadden, of Renfrew; Hall & Bell, of 
Pembroke, and W. D. Loumiss, of Toronto, Ont. 
suid the purchasers will organize an operating company 
to conduct the lumbering and that a deal is now on foot 
whereby the bulk of the cut of the mill next season will 
be sold to a British company for export. The sale of 
the property does not include the manufactured lumber 
belonging to the estate which was sold a little while ago. 
Bradley, Miller & Co., of Bay City, are reported to have 
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The Story of Redwood. 


ARTICLE XXIX—REDWOOD AND SHINGLES. 


The dealer 


enough to visit the section where redwood lum- 


who has never been fortunate 
ber is produced can get a fairly comprehensive 
idea of the character of the mill output from the 
accompanying view. 

The timber shown is a lot of 8-inch plank await- 
ing the arrival of a vessel. It is an ordinary 
scene and one that can be found at any of the 
milis at almost any time. 

The 
thickness, the width and the quality of the lum- 
ber. 

These planks ranged from 18 inches to 3 feet 


Three things are especially to be noted: 


wide, had a uniform thickness of 8 inches and 
were perfectly clear and sound. 

There are few lumber producing sections that 
in the course of an ordinary day’s operations can 
cut such lumber as shown in this connection. 





A LOT OF 8-INCH REDWOOD PLANK. 


The great size of the redwood trees enables 
the manufacturers to fill the most difficult specifi- 
cations. 

Often it is necessary to halve and in special in- 
stances to quarter the monster logs before even 
the specially constructed carriages, designed and 
built to handle large timbers, can accommodate 
the great redwood logs. 

With timber capable of producing lumber of 
the character described and pictured above, 
the redwood manufacturers are prepared to 
supply any size of lumber that may be desired. 

If consumers or dealers desire a stock that 
will fill every demand placed upon it they are 
invited to place their orders with the pro- 
ducers of redwood lumber. 

Bevel or rustic siding, outside or inside 
finish, tank stock, timbers to be used in founda- 
tions, cutting up stock, supplies for sash and 
door factories—in fact, all of the purposes for 
which lumber is commonly used—can be sup- 
plied with advantage by utilizing the product 
of the giant redwoods, 

Inquiries regarding any phase of the matter 
are solicited and consumers are requested to 
make tests in order that they may substantiate 
our claims. 


[To Be Continued Next Week.] 





bought a large block of the lumber cut by the mill at 
Sarnia. It will be handled by them in their trade. 

Navigation is closed. The receipts of lumber by 
water in the Saginaw river during the season of naviga- 
tion to December 1, were: 


Feet. | Feet. 
| See eT ee 2.608,758| September ....... 17,866,305 
BERT ie 0006-0000 14,713,950|October ......... 22.476.823 
SUN ccccvccecee 21.821,160| November ........ 17,544,541 
BOL snes sesen eee 18.238,737 ——aemnennn 
AUSUEE. 2000001008 17,949,786 DAL 00.0505 133,817,779 





Of the lumber received there was entered at the custom 
house in Bay City 104,354,596 feet, and at Saginaw 
2,463,183 feet. Since December 1 there has been re- 
ceived about 4,000,000 feet, making the total receipts 
approximately 138,000,000 feet, compared with 160,000,- 
000 feet last year. There were also received at Bay City 
7,954,750 pieces of lath. 

The lumber shipped out of the river by boat during 
the season was less than 3,000,000 feet, an insignificant 
quantity compared with the shipments of a score of 
years ago, when they aggregated over 850,000,000 feet 
iu a single season of navigation. 

8. L. Eastman stated today that the maple flooring 
business is rather slow, although he booked orders for 
five carloads today. It is the season of the year, how- 
ever, when there is a let up, and all the indications point 
to better business in building operations another season. 
Mr. Mershon stated that the labor disturbances by par- 
alyzing the building trades last spring caused the slump 
in the lumber trade that has been felt the entire year. 
He believes that there will be a large amount of building 
next year if the labor organizations will let people carry 
their plans into execution, and that business will be bet 
ter than it has been the present year in many particulars 

Salling & Hanson, of Grayling, are bringing timber 
16x16 and 40 feet long by the train load from the stata 
of Washington to ‘ere 3 all rail, where it is being cu* 
up for their trade. And the Saginaw Manufacturing 
Company is bringing carloads of spruce from Oregon 
which is being utilized in the manufacture of weh 
boards at its Saginaw plant. This company has enjoy<i 
a very prosperous year. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred. Weyerhaeuser, of Minneapolis, 
have been spending a few days with the parents of Mrs. 
Weyerhaeuser at Saginaw, Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. 
Davis. 

W. H. Presser, of the Michigan Saw Company, said 
this evening that business in his line has been fully 
up to that of 1902, and during the last sixty days there 
has been a marked improvement in the company’s busi- 
ness. 

H. L. Dow has sold his small saw mill at Wagar’s to 


‘Frank Wescott, and the latter has moved the mill to 


Pratt lake. Mr. Dow bought the machinery of the 
Garden saw mill and is placing it in his mill at Wagar’s. 

The dismantling of the Hanson saw mill at Roscom- 
mon is in progress. It is being shipped to West Vir- 
ginia. 

George D. Jackson, of this city, loaded the steamer 
Beatty at Chevoygan last week, the last boat to leave. 
She took 1,200,000 feet to Cleveland. The Nelson & 
Clark saw mill at Cheboygan, which shut down last 
week, started March 28 and ran through the season, 
a considerable portion of the time being operated day 
and night. 

Lombard & Rittenhouse have closed a contract with 
the Embury-Clark Lumber Company of Cheboygan for 
its entire output of cedar, which will be cut this winter 
in the Ocqueoe river region, estimated at 75,000 pieces. 

Frank J. Sheldon, bookkeeper for the Haak Lumber 
Company at Haakwood, was arrested late in the week 
and is awaiting examination on the charge of embezzle- 
ment. The amount of discrepancy in his accounts is not 
stated. 

Last week the shipments of lumber from Cheboygan 
were heavy, eleven vessels getting away before naviga- 
tion closed. 





WESTERN MICHIGAN NEWS. 


Granp Rapips, Micu., Dec. 8.—About forty lumber 
camps are in operation this winter in the woods tribu- 
tary to Manistee, each employing from ten to forty 
men. The companies report large piles of logs on the 
side track railways and they cannot get sufficient cars 
to move them. 

Fire has destroyed the three brick buildings of the 
Hillsdale Screer Company at Hillsdale; loss $25,000, 
insured for $6,500. The plant was employing about 100 
men and will probably be rebuilt. 

McDonald & Moore, of Bay City, have bought the 
interests of the late Con Culhane in Luce and Chippewa 
counties, including camp supplies and twenty-five miles 
of logging railroad. They have started lumbering oper- 
ations, 

Cleveland & Co. have bought the heading mill at 
Harrison and are operating it with a full force of men. 

The Armour company, of Chicago, has closed its deal 
for the Althouse plant at Ithaca and will remodel it, 
putting in machinery for the manufacture of tubs on a 
large scale, 

Hall Bros., Calumet lumbermen, have a contract to. 
eut about 2,000,000 feet of mixed timher for the Tam- 
arack Mining Company and have established camps near 
the Sturgeon river, nine miles from Raraga. 

Henry ixev and C. W. Cleaver will start their new 
hardwood mill at Arnheim, Baraga county, about Jan- 
uary 15, eutting 25.000 feet daily. Side tracks have 
heen laid in from the South Shore railroad and the firm 
has a four years’ cut ahead. About forty men will be 
emvloved the year round. 

Terrv & Brewer. of Jackson, have bought eighty acres 
of timber land, located in Brooklyn, Jackson county, 
which they will Inmber off this winter. A siding will 
be nut in from the Lake Shore railroad. 

The U. P. Lumber & Cooperage Company has been 


—aeliina 
organized by the Rosse brothers of Oak Harbor Ohi 
owners of a tract of hardwood in Columbus and Lakefiel 
townships, Luce county. A mill will be built at Me. 
— and Saginaw parties will build and equip the 
ant. 
. Moore, McDonald & Sharpe have bought out the stock 
and business of the C. Culhane Lumber Company at 
ye acini i ities th 

The Kelley Lumber ingle Company, of T 
City, will eut 10,000,000 fect of lumber at its nave 
at East Bay this season. The cost of rebuilding the min 
and putting in the machinery was $10,000 and a nyp. 
ber of = for employees will probably also be 
built. A band saw mill with capacity of 25,00u to 35,000 
feet of hardwood daily has been installed, also shingle 
and lath machinery and an electric lighting plant, 

C. V. MeMillan & Bros., of Ontonagon, are this winter 
extending the Ontonagon & Iron River logging roag 
up the Lake Superior shore a distance of eight miles, 
opening a tract of virgin pine and other timber, 

Charles J. Canfield, of Manistee, was yesterday elect. 
ed a member of the board of directors of the Michigan 
Trust Company. 


THE KEYSTONE STATE, 


QUAKER CITY NEWS. 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa., Dec. 7.—The first taste of winter 
weather brought a couple of days of storm that left 
a white mantle of snow on the ground and bothered the 
yard men, The buying season of 1903 is almost at an 
end and the retail men want no more stock to pile 
up in the yards until after stock taking shall be com. 
pleted. Demand is extremely light, though not any 
lighter than might be expected at this season considering 
the way the market has been for the last three months, 
There is enough stock around about the city to insure 
of the immediate needs from the outside being cared 
for, but a rush to build in the early nart of next season 
would require considerable buying. This question hinges 
upon the doings of labor interests, and the whole mat- 
ter will probably be drawn to a head shortly after Jan- 
uary 1. Jn the event of some definite agreement being 
reached between the builders and the workingmen which 
has anv possibility of being adhered to a boom in build- 
ing will doubtless follow. While there has been an 
easing un in the demand for Inmber there has not been 
a softening of prices that might be expected. 

A recent order of the Pennsylvania railroad. halting 
nearlv all of its through trains at the West Philadelphia 
junction and declining to transfer Philadelphia passen- 
gers to Broad street station, was the subject of a warm 
diseussion at the monthly meeting of the Lumhermen’s 
Exchange. The entire business interests are up in arms 
over the matter and President Samuel BR. Vrooman was 
one of a committee from various trade organizations 
which waited on President A. J. Cassatt. of the Penn- 
sylvania, to have the cut-off order modified. Mr. Cas- 
satt refused to grant any concessions. When the Iat- 
ter’s letter was read in the meeting a motion was made 
to file the communication. This did not meet with the 
views of several members and was opposed bv Emil 
Guenther, chairman of the committee on railroads and 
transnortation of the exchange. After some disenssion 
the letter was filed. hut there is a possihilitv of its be- 
ing hroneht nn at the next meeting, The meeting was 
the larcest of the season, aver eichtv members heing in 
attendance, Fonr wholesale memhershina were elected, 
as follows: Joseph P. Dunwandv, Wand, Rarker & (,, 
Samuel H. Shearer & Son and Henson & Pearson, 

Edmund A. Sonder. of F. A. Sander & COo.. renorta a 
sensonahle demand for North Carolina pine, thongh 
there has heen much of a anieting down in the last twa 
weeks, The mills have a fair numher of orders on hand 
and larce stacks are reported as earried in the sonth. 

The Navemher sales of Thomas R. Hammer were the 
largest since he heoan business. five vears ago, He has 
three vercela and haroes here discharoineg and a similar 
number hound to this nort. Tn sneaking of the out 
look for next year Mr. Hammer said: 

T helieve that the enarmons Ineeee aitatained hv Philadel. 
vhia can'taliste In Asnhalt Mareden. Take Sunertar and 
Steel atacke will have the effect of turning tnvetore to real 
estate and T lank for a laree hnatnesa In 1904 In hnilding 
lumber. Tnvestars will find that the new tax aceocement, 
about whieh there has heen eo much talk will affect nein. 
cinally the large central nronerties, and that dwelling 
houses will he very little affected, taking into consideration 
the lower tax rate. 

Business in the white nine line haa heen gond with 
Thomas J, Tittle. the wholesaler, and he looks for a can 
tinned demand when the new season shall onen un. He 
savas stocks are generally short and the need of replen 
ishment will not he late in showing itecelf, 

Norman A. Tavlor. of Justice P. Tavlor & Co., savs 
there is still same hnving of vellaw nine heing done, 
Business onteide of the citv has heen fair with the com- 
nanv. and taken altogether the year has been a success 
ful one. 

The stack in the vard of the estate of Gustav Rereer, 
hanker, No. 2597 North Rodine atreet, will ‘he sald on 
December 14. It consists of oak, maple, white and yél- 
low nine, 

The Rritish schooner Maritana reached nort last week 
from Gane, nravinee of Onehee, with 2.599.000 Tath. 
one of the larcest earenes of lath hranoht here for some 
time. hia wae the Maritana’s maiden trin, she having 
heen chartered hefare she left the vard of her bnilders. 
Another earon of lath arriving last week waa on ft 
schooner Wentworth, fram Chatham, R. O. She carti 
1,950 KON and lost nart of her decklaad in a sanall, . 

FP. 7. Cronin. of the Vellow Ponlar Timber Company, 
Coal Grove, Ohio, was here last week. — 
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SMOKY OITY TRADE NOTES. 


PirrspurG, Pa., Dee. 8.—The volume of business is 
the usual one for this season, Few new building projects 
are being considered, the times and the uncertainty, of 
trades unions proving strong factors against beginning 
any new structures. Country trade is considered very 
wood, although collections remain extremely slow. The 
rapidly approaching holiday season is accountable in a 
measure for some of the trade apathy, but there seems 
to be no dearth of the money which has made Pittsburg 
famous, as tradesmen report a remarkable business so 
far. : 7 : 
A tract of timber land, including about 1,000 acres 
, Karthaus railroad branch, was bought by 


f the 
—_ Villiamson, a well known lumberman of Bell- 


James A. V 


wood, Pa. Ger 
Among recent visitors among the trade were John 


Earp, of Harp & Kelly, a retailer of Oil City, Pa.; S. 
English, president of the Mahoning Lumber Company, of 
Youngstown, Ohio, and J. H. P. Smith, of the 
wholesale firm of Smith & Co., Parkersburg, W. Va. : 

C. W. Dean, of Trumansburg, N. Y., formerly with 
the R. & G. Jenks company, is now with E. V. Babcock 
& Co., to cover New York state, with headquarters at 
Trumansburg. . . 

J. M. Hastings has gone on a business trip to New 
Orleans, accompanied by Harry Pears, both of whom are 
interested in the Pittsburg-Honduras Lumber Company. 

The Interior Lumber Company will start its new plan- 
ing mill at Oneida, Tenn., about January i? ; J. RB. 
Edgett, president of the company, will leave this week 
for Cleveland, where he will spend several days looking 
over the Fisher & Wilson stock, preparatory to handling 
it, J. G. Oriste, also of the Interior Lumber Company, 
has just removed with his family into a handsome new 
home in Allegheny. Mr. Edgett looks for an improve- 
ment in all lines of trade with the opening of the new 
year. He expects an easier time for people in the 
building business to get loans on real estate securities 
than ever before. The recent slump in the stock market 
whereby so many Pittsburg speculators were hit so hard 
Mr. Edgett deems a warning—a waking up to the reali- 
gation that the get-rich-quick method, even in Pitts- 
burg, is not by way of the stock market but through the 
medium of substantial industries. 

D. L. Gillespie is spoken of for the presidency of the 
Central Board of Education. Mr. Gillespie has two op- 
ponents in the fight, but his many years of service in the 
educational causes are looked to to form a strong feat- 
ure in his favor. 

Fred R. Babcock is spending a few days at Babcock, 
Ga., where the new cireular timber mill is now in full 
operation. The demand for rift flooring, all grades, is 
observed by the Babeock company to be unusually good, 
with a marked improvement within the past week. 

A. C. Opperman, local manager of Mershon, Schuette, 
Parker & Co.’s interests, reports trade active, especially 
in such special business as sash, doors, ete. The yellow 
pine and other business has been particularly good in 
the New England states and in the east, also in the west, 
but locally there has been the usual dullness. 


PAPAL 


FROM THE BANKS OF THE SUSQUEHANNA. 


WILLIAMSPORT, Pa., Dec. 8.—That the danger of an 
carly denudation of the forests of Pennsylvania is immi- 
nent is believed only by those who are wholly unfamiliar 
with the situation in the interior counties. For a num. 
ber of years the prediction has been made with regu- 
larity that manufacturers at Williamsport would be 
compelled to cease for want of logs, and yet each sea- 
son finds the boom containing on an average 100,000,000 
feet. It is true the source of supply is getting farther 
away, but it will be a long time before the last log 
will be cut in «a Williamsport mill. No reliable esti- 
mates have been made as to next season’s output, but 
the belief is that it will not be materially decreased 
from that of the season just closed. A great deal of 
the stock reaches the mills here now by rail, and this 
mode of supply is gradually increasing. 

_ There is one unbroken tract of virgin timber located 
in Cameron, McKean and Elk counties that contains 
30,000 acres. The greater portion of this forest is in 
McKean county on what is known as Potato creek. It 
was recently surveyed by the Penn Tanning Company, 
Which corporation owns the bark, while the timber be- 
longs to the Goodyear Lumber Company. Active opera- 
tions in this tract will soon begin, the object being to 
manufacture. the lumber at Austin, Potter county. It is 
estimated that it will take the Austin mills at least six 
years to manufacture the logs. Hemlock is the principal 
product of this great forest. During the present month 
A.C. Palmatier, of Coudersport, bark inspector for the 
Penn Tanning Company; John W. Dennis, of Austin, 
timber superintendent of the Goodyear Lumber Com- 
pany, and William Dickinson, of Norwich Corners, made 
4 tour of investigation on foot around this tract. The 
Journey consumed six days, and they report the condi- 


tions as wild as could be expected in an unexplored. 


region, 

Shipments of lumber from this city continue about up 
to the average for this season. 

The early advent of winter caused some inconvenience 
by freezing the logs fast in ponds. 

The Rishel Furniture Company has just completed a 
mammoth four-story addition to its already large plant, 
and will have it in use early in the year. 

Reports from Clearfield are to the effect that there 


will be a considerably less number of. rafts put in the 
river for the spring freshets. 


The Williamsport Planing Mill Company. report the 


factory running full force with a good supply. of orders 
on hand, : 





LAUNCHING OF A BIG ENTERPRISE. 


PirTsBuRG, Pa., Dec. 8.—An interesting deal has very 
recently been consummated wherein a new lumber com- 
pany, composed of leading lumbermen in this section, 
has been formed and a large operation projected. The 
new company is the Wildell Lumber Company, which 
was organized on September 1, and incorporated under 
the laws of the state of West Virginia. The authorized 
capital is $200,000 and the paid-up eapital is $150,000. 
The officers are: President, Merritt Wilson, of the Wil- 
son Lumber Company, of Elkins, W. Va.; vice president, 
Frank E, Willson, of Willson Bros., Pittsburg, Pa.; 
secretary and treasurer, M. N. Wilson, of the Wilson 
Lumber Company, of Elkins, W. Va. The main office is 
at Elkins, W. Va.; the saw and planing mills are at 
Wildell, W. Va. 

The company’s tract of land, containing 12,000 acres, 
which was purchased in fee, is located on the Coal & 
Iron railroad in Randolph and Pocahontas counties, 
thirty miles from Elkins, and is heavily timbered with 
spruce, hemlock and hardwoods. The tract is estimated 
to cut 200,000,000 feet of lumber. It is all in one body 
and faces on the railroad for several miles, making it 
one of the most desirable tracts in the state. The bulk 
of the timber is spruce and hemlock, although of the 
hardwoods there is estimated to be 25,000,000 feet of 
maple and at least 6,000,000 feet of cherry. The hard- 
woods are all a good quality, especially the cherry, which 
is said to be exceptionally fine. 

The Wildell Lumber Company has begun work on its 
new plant. A complete modern band mill with a capacity 
of from 15,000,000 to 18,000,000 feet a year will be in- 
stalled at once, and is expected to be in operation about 
April 1, 1904. A portable mill is now employed on the 
tract in cutting timber for use in the construction of the 
large mill, the store nouse, wareroom, and about fifty 
dwellings which will necessarily be erected at once. The 
logging will all be done by rail and orders have already 
been placed for the full and complete equipment of five 
miles of standard gage road, the grading for which is 
now being done. 

The Wildell Lumber Company will leave no stone un- 
turned to make the plant, perhaps not the largest, but 
the best that modern methods and machinery can insure. 
With the large and varied experience of Messrs. Mer- 
ritt and M. N. Wilson, as manufacturers, together with 
the extensive wholesale trade of Willson Bros., of Pitts- 
burg, Pa., the suecess of the new concern is certainly 
assured, 
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AT THE TONAWANDAS. 


NortH ToNAWAnNDA, N. Y., Dee. 8.—The first week of 
the current month was marked by unusually heavy re- 
ceipts of lumber by vessels at the Tonawandas for 
so late in the season, the customs collectors of this 
city and Tonawanda recording a total of nearly 15,000,- 
000 feet. There has been a decided decrease in the 
arrival of stock since the first of the current week and 
it appears that there will not be over half a dozen 
vessels in with lumber before the close of the season, 
and these are due to arrive before the end of the week. 
The steamer Congress and barge Holland, laden with 
stock for White, Rider & Frost and White, Gratwick 
& Mitchell, will be the last boats to arrive. They 
loaded at Duluth. The lumber received during the 
first seven days of the current month was carried by 
twenty-one vessels and was distributed as follows: 

s0AT AND CONSIGNEER. Feet carried. 
Steamer Canisteo, A. Weston & Son.............. 700,000 
Steamer Hd Smith, White, Rider & Frost........ 520,000 
Steamer John Pridgeon, W. WU. Cowper & Co...... 1,044,000 


Steamer Gettysburg, W. H. Cowper & Co......... 850,000 
Schooner Hleanor, A. Weston & Son............. 725,000 
Schooner Steward, A. Weston & Son............ 528,100 
Schooner Sweetheart, A. A. Bellinger............. 641,952 
Steamer L. HV. Hines, R, T. Jones Lumber Co...... 950,000 
Schooner Norris, Smith, Fassett & Co........... 850,000 
Schooner Pomeroy, A. Weston & Son............ 550,000 


Schooner Marvin, Oille & MeKeen................ 
Schooner Wayne, Lafeiver & CoO.............2 eee 


750,000 
852,000 





Steamer Weston, A. Weston & Son............... 550,000 
Schooner Jennette, A. Weston & Son............. 480,000 
Schooner Johnson, Thompson, Hubman & Fisher... 625,000 
Steamer Birckhead, W. 1. White & Co.. ‘ 270,000 
Steamer Zillah, McLean Bros............ 850,000 


Schooner Grampian, White, Rider & Frost........ 1,197,784 
Schooner [ron City, White, Rider & Frost........ 850,000 


Steamer Pringle, A. A. Bellinger.............6..- 650,000 
Schooner Unadilla, A. A. Teellinger............... 750,000 


The third annual banquet of the board of trade on 
Friday evening was a great success, fully 200 business 
men being present from the Tonawandas, Buffalo, 
Niagara Falls, Lockport, Cleveland and _ elsewhere. 
William A. Rogers, president of the Tonawanda Tron 
& Steel Company, North Tonawanda, and the Susque- 
hanna Tron & Steel Company, acted as toastmaster 
and the speakers were Harvey D. Goulder, of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, counsel for the Lake Carriers’ Association 
and the Great Lakes Towing Company; W. Carl Ely, 
of Buffalo, N. Y., president of the International Rail- 
way Company; Charles FE. Dickenson, president of the 
Lockport Business Men’s Association, and G. M. Knox, 
president of the Niagara Falls Board of Trade. Let- 
ters of regret from Col. Thomas A, Symons, of Wash- 
ington, D. C., and Col. Theodore A. Bingham, of 
Buffalo, were read by President Charles Hill. The 
principal topics under consideration were the benefits’ 
to be derived from the construction of a ship eanal 
around the rapids at the head of. the Niagara river, 
for which plans and specifications have been éom- 
pleted, and the construction of the 1,000-tom barge 
canal through New York, for which an ‘appropriation 
of $101,000,000 was voted at the last election. The 
speakers laid special stress on the great commercial 


Alinnouncement to 
the Lumber Trade of the 
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Redwood 
Manufacturers 
Company. 


LARGE DRYING YARD FOR EASTERN 
SHIPMENTS OF REDWOOD. 


NEW PLANING MILL AND DOOR 
FACTORY. 


The Redwood Manufacturers’ Company, with 
offices at 204 Front Street, San Francisco, Cal., 
and at Black Diamond, Contra Costa County, 
Cal., has succeeded to the business of C. A. 
Hooper & Co., at Black Diamond, Cal. 

The company is composed of the principal red- 
wood lumber manufacturers in California. and 
was formed with the special object of operating 
a large combined drying yard from which air 
dried redwood of all grades and sizes can be sup- 
plied to the Eastern market in any quantities at 
short notice. Our wholesale and distributing 
yard, including factories, warehouses, etc., occu- 
pies 100 acres near Black Diamond, about fiftv 
miles from San Francisco, on the upper end of 
San Francisco Bay, in a climate where lumber 
dries under perfect conditions. 

Our new plant, including planing mill and door 
factory, is one of the largest and most complete 
in the country. 

We have now on hand seven million feet of 
air dried redwood lumber, and are prepared to ac- 
cept orders for siding, ceiling, doors, tanks, tank 
stock and shingles in straight or mixed car- 
loads. 

We are rapidly increasing our stock on hand, 
and by early spring we will have a stock of 
TWENTY MILLION FEET OF LUMBER 
constantly on hand, air dried and in condition to 
ship promptly. 

Our capital stock is $1,000,000.00, our stock- 
holders produce over 75 percent of the total out- 
put of redwood; and by this combination of re- 
sources the problem has now been solved of sup- 
plying the Eastern trade in a prompt and satis- 
factory manner with redwood lumber. 

We solicit your orders and would be pleased to 
enter into correspondence with you. 


Redwood Manufacturers 
Company 


C. A. HOOPER, Pres. 
GEO. W. HOOPER, Vice.Pres. 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL 
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Sugar and White Pine 


DOORS 


STOCK and SPECIAL 


E are manufacturers and cater to the Eastern 

Trade, Prepared to contract with eastern 

‘obbers for Jarge or small amounts, Write for prices, 
It will pay you. 


Watkins & Thurman, 


MADERA, CALIFORNIA, 


} 











C. B. SHAVER, Pres't. - 
ARTHUR B. LONG, Vice-Pres't. 
Cc. W. MUSICK, Secretary. 
First NATIONAL BANK, Treas, 


Fresno 
Flume & Irrigation 
Company, : 


FIR AND CEDAR 
CALIFORNIA WHITE PINE 
SUGAR PINE 


LUMBER AND TIMBER 
ROUGH and DRESSED and BOXES. 











General Office, 


CLOVIS, CAL. 


Fresno Office, 
Fresno Nat'l Bank Bidg. 


SPECIALTIES: 


Wide, Clear Sugar and Cali- 
fornia White Pine, Extra 
Size and Length Timbers. 
Dressed Lumber, all kinds. 


Mills at SHAVER, FRESNO COUNTY, CAL. 
Planing Mill, Yard and Box Factory at CLOVIS. 














WE HAVE A LARGE 
STOCK OF 


California 
White 
Pine 


6-4 NO. J 
AND 2 
SHOP, 


AND 


California 
Sugar 
Pine 


WE WANT TO MOVE IT. 


Let us hear from you and 
we will quote you on it... 


6-4 NO. } 
SHOP, 





CALIFORNIA SUGAR an 
WHITE PINE AGENCY. 


Suite 515-523 


Rialto Bldg. San Francisco, Cal. 























benefits to be derived from the improvements by the 
Niagara frontier, and the toastmaster made the pre- 
diction that the Tonawandas and vicinity will some 
day be the greatest iron and steel center in the world. 
Among other commercial statistics the toastmaster 
gave the receipts of lumber by vessel for the season 
as 450,000,000 feet, which he stated places the Tona- 
wandas ahead of all other places as a white pine 
market. Directors were elected preceding the banquet. 
Among those chosen were Charles Hill, of the W. H. 
Sawyer Lumber Company; R. T. Jones, of the R. T. 
Jones Lumber Company, and W. G. Palmer. 

The steamer Embury, owned by Boggs & Martin, 
of Cheboygan, Mich., and laden with 100,000 feet of 
hemlock and 250,000 lath for Thompson, Hubman & 
Fisher and 400,000 lath for W. G. Palmer, of North 
Tonawanda, was destroyed with cargo by fire while 
coming down the Niagara river Friday evening. The 
stock was loaded at Cheboygan. The vessel was valued 
at $10,000. Both were insured. 

A. Weston & Son have experienced a remarkably big 
season in the receipt of white pine by vessel, over 
40,000,000 feet having been unloaded on to their docks 
since navigation opened last spring. The last cargoes 
of the season were received last week when their fleet 
of six vessels arrived with over 4,000,000 feet from the 
mills at Manistique. 

Charles G. Butts & Co., recently incorporated with a 
capital stock of $15,000, will have the new mill which 
they are to construct on the Myrick property on Main 
street ready for use by the first of next May, as their 
lease of the old Gratwick mill expires at that time. 

Strong, Mecklay & McKenney are receiving white 
pine from Canada by rail, having a large consignment 
which they could not arrange to bring down by vessel 
this year. 

L. H. Swan, of L. H. Swan & Co., left Thursday 
for the Pacific coast to look after lumber interests. 

The Fenton & Sons’ Box & Lumber Company is 
employing in its local plant thirty men who formerly 
worked in the Fenton factory at Buffalo that was re- 
cently destroyed by fire, and are running day and night 
in an effort to take care of much of the business that 
was looked after at the Buffalo plant. 





FROM THE FOREST CITY. 


CLEVELAND, OHI0, Dee. 8.—The weather continues 
extremely wintry and business is perceptibly affected. 
There is still, however, a feeling of confidence that 
trade will be brisk before the first of February. That 
this feeling prevails is borne out by the fact that an 
advance on norway has been made within a week. 
Real estate dealers locally insist that building opera- 
tions must continue, as the demand for homes and 
offices far exceeds the supply. The car trade was never 
more quiet, which is, however, to be expected at this 
time of the year. The boats are now all in and a gen- 
eral review of the past season would indicate that 
Cleveland has suffered but little as compared with other 
points in the way of marine disaster. 

FE. H. Savage, of Ashland, Wis., is in Cleveland and 
will wed Miss Shores, daughter of E. A. Shores, of 
Ashland, Wis., here next Wednesday. 





THE SITUATION AT TOLEDO. 


ToLeDO, OHI0, Dec. 5.—This has been a very un- 
eventful week, and trade is light. Though some say 
their orders are coming in well the general verdict is 
that things have slowed down to the usual winter 
quietude. Navigation is closed. The process of sort- 
ing up lumber on docks is going steadily on. Local 
trade is fair, mostly repairs and finishing up jobs 
already begun. The factories are all running full, 
with plenty of work ahead. Many operations were 
begun late, rushed until enclosed and are now calling 
for inside finish. 

John M. Reed, who had a long and serious illness, is 
out again and able to give some time to business, 
though not yet quite strong. 


NORTH ATLANTIC COAST. 


NEW ENGLAND TRADE NOTES. 


Boston, Mass., Dec. 7.—The spruce situation is still 
unchanged, as there is not snow enough to allow the 
winter mills to produce any large amount, and the 
logs are frozen in the ponds of the water mills. The 
recent snows and accompanying bad weather have 
brought building to a standstill, so that the demand is 
less acute. 

Strout & Rowell, of Beverly, have recently purchased 
400 acres of heavily timbered woodland in Alstead, 
N. H. It is one of the best tracts in the state. 

Contracts were let in New England amounting to 
$651,000 for the week ending December 2. The cor- 
responding amount last year was $1,369,000, making a 
total this year of $96,915,000, in comparison with $126,- 
608,000 for 1902. 

For many years there has been trouble in this mar- 
ket in regard to the delivery of lamber upon telephone 
and written orders. The trade will therefore watch 
with interest the outcome of the suit brought by the 
Hutchinson Lumber Company, of Lynn, Mass., against 
a lawyer who secured goods from the company upon 
an order which it is claimed is a forgery. The case 
is set for trial on December 10. ; 








— 
Frank A. Arend, recently with the Blanchard Lum 
ber Company, started for himself on December 1 9, 
Frank A. Arend & Co., with offices at 303 Equitable 
building. He will handle the stock of the Butterfels 
Lumber Company, of Norfield, Miss., and also thoge of 
the Southern Pine Lumber Company and the Chica 0 
Lumber & Coal Company. Though the concern will 
make a specialty of longleaf yellow pine it wil] also 
carry a general line. Mr. Arend is a son-in-law of Mr 
Butterfield, and as he was brought up in the hard pine 
business is thoroughly conversant with all its details 
Ife uas made many friends during the past year and 
that fact, together with the high class of stock which 
he will handle, practically makes success assured, 
The plant of Charles W. McKenney, of Barr Mills 
Me., was recently damaged by fire. , 





THE PENOBSCOT RIVER DISTRICT, 


Bancor, Mz., Dec. 7.—The saw mill of the Katahdin 
Pulp & Paper Company at Lincoln is said to be the finest 
of its size in the United States. The boiler house and 
engine room are built of solid concrete and stone, while 
the mill building is a frame structure resting upon a 
foundation of concrete and covered with corrugated steel, 
This mill runs all the year, employing about 200 men 
and manufacturing 30,000,000 feet of logs into all kinds 
of lumber. The pulp mill uses 5,000,000 feet of logs 
and also all the slabs and other waste of the saw mill, 
In all, the Katahdin company is now employing about 
1,300 men, of whom 1,000 are in the woods and 300 at 
the mills in Lincoln. The plant is, next to that of the 
Great Northern Paper Company, the largest consumer 
of logs on the Penobscot river. 

The large tanneries at Amherst, twenty miles east of 
Bangor, owned and operated by the Hancock Leather 
Company, were totally destroyed by fire last Monday 
night. The loss is estimated as high as $100,000, with 
partial insurance. The plant was said to be the oldest 
of its kind in the United States. The tannery was in 
full operation when burned, having a large quantity 
of hides in process of tanning and a large quantity 
of finished leather ready for shipment. Whether or 
not it will be rebuilt has not yet been decided. 

The port of Bangor is still open, the zero weather 
having been succeeded by a soft ‘‘spell,’’ while other 
conditions operate to prevent a freeze. The river is so 
low that there is not sufficient current to bring down 
any ice from above Bangor, and with such a small vol- 
ume of fresh water flowing the sea water comes right 
up to the Bangor wharves, so that, being temporarily a 
salt water port, we are likely to have an open highway 
to the sea for some time. At this writing there are 
but two vessels here, although more are due, and over- 
due. A long northeaster has held back the eastbound 
fleet, several loaded vessels having been nearly a month 
on the passage from New York to Bangor and having 
at last accounts got no further than Salem. The 
Italian bark Leone, concerning which fears have been 
felt, has arrived at Gloucester, Mass., on the passage 
from Port Talbot, Wales, to Bangor, having been sev- 
enty-eight days to Gloucester. The Leone will be 
towed here at once and the cargo dumped into her 
at a speed that will surprise Skipper Augustine Asta- 
rita. 

A dozen cargoes of lumber have been shipped coast- 
wise this week. The bark Caterina Cacace, cleared last 
week, sailed for Palermo with shooks by R. W. Stew- 
art, and the three-masted schooner Estelle sailed for 
Curacoa with pine lumber and ice shipped by Pierre 
McConville. 

The California Lumber Company has been formed in 
Bangor for the purpose of dealing in timber lands. 
Ira A. Sutherland, of Brunswick, is president and George 
H. Morse, of Pittsfield, treasurer. The capital stock 
is $250,000, of which $300 is paid in. 

The mills on the Machias river have been shut down, 
after a good season’s work which began in March. 





CASCO BAY NOTES. 


PorTLAND, Mr., Dec. 7.—Two partial cargoes of lum- 
ber have been shipped to South American ports. Fur 
ther orders are looked for. 

There has been no change in the price of any grade 
of lumber. The demand continues good, but the supply 
is not all that might be desired. 

The lumber interests of Portland are now united in 
practically demanding better protection for the lum 
ber sheds and the great stock carried here. Just now 
there is no really adequate police protection, and fires 
may start at any time. A big fire boat and a special 
patrol of the docks and sheds seem to the lumber 
dealers to be absolutely necessary. 

It is estimated that an army of 20,000 men are now 
at work in some capacity on Maine lumber, and that 
the pay roll for the winter will call for $3,000,000. 
It is also estimated that the cut will be at least 800, 
000,000 feet. The lumber operations will exceed those 
of the season of 1902-3. The pulp mills will call for 
at least one-half of the total cut. 





Outlook Discouraging. 


Sr. Jouns, N. D., Dec. 5.—About the usual stocks ” 
being carried this season, which are being sold about $ 
below the standard price lists. Conditions In this vicinity 
are not encouraging. Crops are very poor and the outlook 
for winter trade in lumber is not good. Money is slow an 
bankers are very conservative in putting it out. 
are poor. Considerable building has been done, wii 
under the present financial condition, is a matter of regret 
in most cases. Horacy Bourassa 
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a 
the prompt arrival of the fire department, another blaze 
THE EMPIRE STATE which emphasized the same conditions broke out in the 
- lumber shed of the extensive molding mills and lumber 
PLL ILAALS yards of Hardy, Voorhees & Co., Metropolitan avenue 
MARINE NEWS FOR A WEEK. and Newton creek, Queens county. The damage amounted 
New York, Dec. 5.—A firm feeling prevails as to to fully $30,000, covered by insurance, for not alone was 
rates, and in occasional instances there are indications the shed filled with lumber, but it contained much 





of a higher tendency. Timber tonnage is offered more dressed lumber ready for shipment. onan 
freely for gulf loading, and with a lessened demand C. W. Manning, hardwood operator at No. 66 Broad 
rates have eased off to the range of 82s6d to 85s to street, is expected back this week from a business trip 





: : : . Th to the south. 
eee eee: See See oe Meee. ee The firm of Thomas Kells’ Sons, saw and planing 


‘. only a slight inquiry for deal tonnage from the ; 
siadeaes to the west coast of England, the lateness = operators at Eagle street and Whale = Brook- 
Wi the season checking operations. For initial ship- yn, has been incorporated with $25,000 capital as the 





: Thomas Kells’ Sons Company. William E. and Charles 
ment next year tonnage is offered at 35s to 40s as to D. Kells and W. K. Holmes, of Brooklyn, are the direc- 
ort of loading. The demand continues slow and unsat- 


c'> 
p ‘ tors. 
isfactory for tonnage upon time contract. Boats “ge The representative of Cobbett & Co., hardwoods, Lon- T A F G 0 0 D | 
offered freely and at low rates, owners quoting 2810%2d gon, England—Owen Percy—after a stay in this coun- 
to 386d as to the class and period required. There try of several weeks in the interests of his concern } 
seems to bea fair demand for tonnage of long voyage  gajled for home last Saturday. 


character. From the gulf to River Plate considerable The retail lumber business of R. Young & Bro., White 





tonnage is offered at $12, and in one instance $11.75, Plains, has been incorporated as the R. Young & Bros. We are manufacturers 
42 form, is quoted as acceptable. Company; capital, $50,000. The incorporators are C. P. * and wholesalers of 

The prospect for sail tonnage is bright, as owners Young, Mt. Kisco; C. D. Young and M. A, Young, White one , 

ve dropped their ideas to the limit of shippers and Plains, N. Y. Michigan White and Nor- 
Todos of contenets have beim cleeed for anngn et Awa t i tion is that of the Phoni 
a number of contracts have been closed for tonnage o nother recent incorporation is that o e Phenix : 
this class. Tonnage from the gulf to River Plate ports Lumber Company, of Jersey City, with a capital of wav Pine, Hardwood and 
continues in fair request, and with offerings of a rather — te tee are Edward Dinkel, Adolph Hemlock, High-grade 
limited character rates have reflected a slightly strong- eyman and ohn Quintard. Alain’ Maple Floorin i ; 
er tendency, with $10.50 at present being asked. for Recent visitors to New York city included Frank B. P g,KilnD ried, 
vessels of medium size to Buenos Ayres. Charters’ McNulty, the West Virginia buyer for the hardwood firm End Matched, Polished and 
limits for large tonnage are $10 to $10.25. There has Of Price & Hart, No. 18 Broadway, -_ Charles 8. Bored. White Cedar and 
not been any material change in eastern and provin- Sterling, who manages its Memphis branch; John W. : . : 

: Howarth, of Price & Howarth, Scranton; M. J. Hoban, White Pine Shingles. 
cial rates, say $7 to $7.50 from Boston or Portland, and f the Philadelphia b h of the Wood-Bak ; y 
Sie $0.50 from the provinces. For lumber tenaage “*™*ES © Se Seer ae eS ee eee Hemlock, White Pine and 
from the south to West India and Windward there has Company; W. BR. Williams, of Washburne, Williams & Norway Lath Whi 
been considerable inquiry, but with numerous vessels Co., Seranten, and A. &. MeGanghen, of Sainamyan, gadis ite 
: 7 : a who passed through on his way west to visit his various Cedar F P 
offered rates do not improve. Owing to the period of : : ar Fence Posts. wie 
the year there is very little demand for coasting lum- a yg Southern Pine Lumber Com 
ber tonnage. A few orders, however, have been placed, one of Clarksbur W. Va tailed on faa last for Send us your inquiries 
but shippers’ bids do not exceed $5.50 and $5.62%4, - pci trip. — af and estimates. 
Fernandina to New York, while owners are asking On December 16 there will be a hearing before the 
$5.62% and $5.75 respectively. board of United States general appraisers, at Wash- 
The following were among the fixtures tor the week: ington, D. C., which involves a contention between KELLEY LUMBER 
Rage — prevent, gulf to two ports western Italy, the customs authorities on one hand and certain im- 
Opener “sberfeldy, guit to Buenos Ayres, lumber, $12, $2 ee eat onl stor aoa Privacy } 
form. e 
"Bark Saluto, Pensacola to Buenos Ayres, lumber, $10.50. of the present tariff act, induces the product known as SHINGLE COMPANY 
ditties L 2’ Bem ken ee” $10.25; option —«< rosged?? pulpwood, which they claim is free of duty. 5 
sspooner weie, led a Rosario, Lemay $8. The government claims that ‘‘rossed’’ pulpwood is 
ooner Zeta, gulf to Port Cabello, lumber, $6.25. not included in the meaning of the term ‘‘ pulpwood’’ 

fark Pin, alt to, Buenos, Ayres, lumber, $1025... in_paragraph 699, but should be classified for duty Traverse City, 
ber, $7 either as an unenumerated, partly manufactured ar- Michigan. 


gag nt St. Maurice, Mobile to west coast Cuba, lumber, ticle, or by similtude to the blocks or sticks referred 


Schooner Mary A. Hall, Brunswick to Boston, lumber, $6. 1° in paragraph 200—in either case at a tariff of 20 
Schooner R. D. Bibber, Satilla to New York, lumber, $5.75. percent ad valorem. 
Schooner Collings W. Walton, Kings Ferry to Philadelphia, 

















lumber, $5.50, and towage. r ATARAX 
een ee 6, B. Sherman, Fernandina to Philadelphia, FROM WESTERN NEW YORK. SS BASEN 
umber, $5.50. *% ve 
Schooner C. CO. Lane, Jacksonville to Portland, lumber, Burrato, N. Y., Dec. 8.—There is an unprecedented | & es 
= Frederick Roessner, Jacksonville to Newark, lum rush of lumber barged to the docks. With the boats x a See eae = 
saatponne ick ner, moe at Tonawanda nearly all laid up the Buffalo lumber | & STOCK OF OT 


ZN 


4 
BS 


‘ eee Ben jamin F. Poole, Fernandina to New York, fleet is tied up to the docks loaded, with half the winter 
5 Ogaden ae ; eae to go before the yards will be tidied up for the season. 
—_— George B. Ferguson, Norfolk to New York, lum- Over 16,000,000 ‘feet came in during the past week, 
gered William C. Tanner, Brunswick to Baltimore, ties, which is three times the average for the season. The 

conte, ; amount for the season to December is 155,365,000 feet, 

Sanne George H. Ames, Brunswick to Norwich, lumber, With 199,570,000 shingles. This is 40,000,000 feet less 

og FOO ga F. Chartley, Jacksonville to New York, lumber than last season to date. There is an increase 
ps he of 17,000,000 shingles. 

ae 8. M. Bird, Fernandina to Philadelphia, lumber, One reason for expecting slow handling of the lum- 

eee ra seer Ames, Crandall to New York, ber cargoes is the small force of lumber shovers here. 
n dried lumber, $5.75. é There has been complaint all summer that half a dozen 

“unmet SOON, SHINN OR, SAW “HEN barges in would stick the gangs and now there are more 
Schooner Nelson H. Newbeury, Brunswick to Perth Amboy than twenty. 


and New York, lumber, $5.50. ' i ine dealers went to Tonawanda last Fri- 
Schooner James B. Gordon, Mobile to Boston, dry cypress, The white pine Gs . 
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$7,621, day to continue the work of organizing a new associa- | ee 
at int, George M. Grant, Savannah to Perth Amboy tion. Good progress was made and probably the next a Oss ws 
or) New York, switch ties, 16% cents. meeting will take the final steps. The selection of | & (Pes 
- é F P ‘ ° pT r’ “as 
ue Puget sound to Adelaide, lumber, 308. Feb- (George 'S, Daily as manager is very satisfactory. It is cK a se ie 
Bark John Palmer, Puget sound to Shanghai, lumber, 33s expected that he will be appointed at the next meet- | @& BAY CITY, MICH, vs 
option Manile, $9. a ing. Probably Pendennis White will be chosen presi- We use the Telecode. = 
Bark General Fairchild, Whatcom t6 Sydney, Tumber 30s. dent. A board of nine directors will look after the af- x 
Spot frei * : fairs of the association. It is understood that the Buf- allies 
Parr Qretanes to: Suenpene peeks aes falo members are George B. Montgomery, C. W. Betts ee Dila 
—— 60 Cooperage and M. BE. Preisch. It is stated by all that there will 
Liverpool] ..... 12¢ : : 8s6d be no attempt to form a combine. The work of the 


London 


¢ . 
y= RS 118 3d 13s 9d 10s manager will be in the line of gathering statistics of 
kn 7 8 aa, 100 the oe the stock and keeping the members posted on that part 
Marseilles 2°" "j — UC rr lCUee f the busi A fund of $5,000 a year will be raised 
— es .....178 6d 20s 22s 6d of the business. und of $5, y 
OS 17% ¢ 100 lbs. 2214¢ 12%cc. ft. for expenses. 


The schooner Ogarita, which waterlogged at Cleveland 

THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT. with a cargo of _ a See ae 

New —_Thie j ’ Burney Lumber Company, o orth Tonawanda, has 
When petty h alag Bago Rago gr arrived here. This was her destination, the firm hav- 
cept that of lumber and kindred heavy material. While 8 brought considerable lumber here all the season, 
NO one looks for any very active conditions for a few handling it principally over the yard of D. Y. Leslie. 
Weeks there is a steady little demand in certain lines of The insurance will look after this. cargo. ; 
Mock: and as there is no evidence of weakness in pine There were fifty-two building permits issued by this 
anywhere the general feeling is one of contentment ity during the week, which is considerably above the 
‘oupled with a hope that the holiday troubles are all average of the year. The list includes forty-one frame 
over, and that the spring will usher in a period of greater houses. A $25,000 hotel addition was the only large 




















We are giving prompt shipments and 
good grades and we want 
your business. 


Mann, Watson & Co. 


MUSKEGON, MICH. 











activity in that line, permit. The total cost is $131,330. Buffalo will build 
Ma © building transcripts continue fair in size. In  Wworkingmen’s dwellings all winter if the weather will 
‘ nhattan and the Bronx last week there were 47 filed, permit. ; : 
© new structures to cost $1,503,450, while the altera- Vice President Woolley, of the Provident Lumber 


tions in those boroughs will amount to $103,200. In Company, Philadelphia, has returned to the headquar- 
me 79 new structures are planned to cost $546,- ters office, having found a satisfactory manager of the 
) and alterations amount to $14,680. Buffalo office in B. H. Taylor Anderson, formerly of 
stro Y & few hours after the conflagration which de- Chicago, who entered the office last year. He is lo- 
shan the Brooklyn-Academy of Music, a fire which it cated in the Prudential building, the office on West 
lieved could have been checked to a great extent by Genesee street having been given up some time ago. 
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PINE 
AND CYPRESS 


LUMBER, SHINGLES, 
LATH. 


RaiLway Tres a SPECIALTY. 






PINE MILLS AT CARMONA, 
ROCKLAND, SARON, NONA, 






ANNUAL CAPACITY 
150,000,000 FEET, 


WM. CAMERON 
& CO, 


INCORPORATED. 


WACO, TEXAS. 


SEND ALL INQUIRIES TO WACO, TEX. 
WE USE THE TELECODE. 
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J.C.Turner Cypress 
Lumber Co., 


MANUFACTURERS AND 
WHOLESALERS 


GULF CYPRESS 


LUMBER AND SHINGLES. 








25,000,000 FEET in Stock. 











Yard and Docks « Irvingtonson:sHudson, 


New York. 


WE USE THE TELECODB. 


Office: 
1123 Broadway, 
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R. R. Material, tincers. 


EVERYTHING IN YELLOW PINE, 
ROUGH AND DRESSED. :: :: 


Mills located on Santa Fe, So. Pac. and I. & G. N. Rys. 
CAPACITY: nen FRET DAILY, 
Darlington-Miller Lumber Co. 
GALVESTON, TEXAS 


We use Telecode. Send us your inquiries. 
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J. J. WHITE, “com cry. mss. 


9 LUMBERTON, MISS. 
Manufacturer of LONE ven 
YELLow Pine LUMBER. 
KILN DRIED, DRESSED AND MATCHED, 
CEILING AND FINISHING STOCK A SPECIALTY. 


We Use the Telecode. 


Bridge Building and Car Timber cutto order. Will b 
to quote delivered prices at any point in the Union beet 
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C. M. Betts & Co. have the barge Butman in with 
the last of the Green Bay high grade lumber of the 
season. A normal car trade is looked for this winter. 
At present the order is ‘‘rush and trace’’ with 75 per- 
cent of the purchases, showing that the east is still 
buying from hand to mouth. 





DOORS AND MILLWORK. 
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Carload inquiries are beginning to come in, sv it is 
reported from the principal distributing centers, and 
from all accounts a lively trade in this line way be 
expected to develop this month, There ix, in fact, an 
excellent inquiry already visible at some of tae points 
reporting, and it will probably not be long before a 
fair total volume of business may be looked for, Re- 
tailers and small jobbers over the country have per- 
mitted their stocks to run down to a minimum during 
the past several weeks, but now realize that they will 
have to get in the game, to use a sporting phrase, ond 
many of them are doing this quite extensively. Much 
of this quickening of trade is no doubt due to the ap- 
prehension that prices are apt to go higher arter the 
first of the year, a not altogether remote possibility, as 
the sentiment seems to be drifting in that direction. 
The small lot trade is quiet for both stock goods and 
odd work and although a few estimates are coming in 
for figuring, the aggregate volume is light, though 
probably not more so than is usual at this season. 

* * % 

The Chicago situation has not been materially 
changed from the favorable condition previously re- 
ported. Sales of small lots of stock goods and odd 
work continue and most of the wholesalers report a 
fair amount of business from various sections of the 
country. There is springing up a fair inquiry in this 
market for carload lots for delivery chiefly after the 
first of the year. Wholesalers do not anticipate much 
of a shipping trade this month, however, and are busily 
engaged in shaping their stocks against the annual 
inventory and therefore the present limited volume of 
business is not disappointing. Trade has been driving 
for so many months that a short respite is proving 
more than welcome. 

* * 

Prices are decidedly uneven, but there ure not want- 
ing prospects that a firmer tone will prevail after the 
first of the year. Frequent conferences have been held 
lately by both manufacturers and wholesalers and the 
result is likely to prove decidedly beneficial to values. 
It is understood that some exceedingly low prices sre 
being made on carload lots for delivery during this 
month, but wholesalers are somewhat wary about quot- 
ing for delivery after January 1, On small lots also 
there is some demoralization, but this will doubtless 
eventually be helped by the expected improvement in 
the manufacturing market. A meeting of distributers 
was held in Chicago on Friday of last week, st wrich 
the discount card previously in effect was reaflirmed. 

* * * 

The window glass situation has shown continued im- 
provement, stocks having been considerably depleted 
owing to the delay in starting up the larger factories, 
many of which were not in operation until this week. 
It is reported that the desirable sizes of window glass 
are badly broken and buyers in some instances lave 
been compelled to accept some sizes that they did not 
want in order to secure those that they needed. | From 
the starting up additional factories, however, there 
will no doubt be an early improvement in the stecks 
on hand. It is likely that much firmness will ensue in 
prices, as manufacturers will be compelled to pay such 
high wages that they will not be able to sell ‘heir 
goods at prices previously prevailing. The new selling 
agency plan of window glass manufacturers is rapidly 
being formulated and from latest accounts is likely to 
prove a success. 

* * * 

It is strictly local business upon which the manufae- 
turers at St. Louis, Mo., are relying until the new 
year and from the amount of business offered it would 
appear that this will be sufficient to keep them going 
on full time. Country business has decreased materi- 
ally during the past week, and as weather conditions 
are steadily growing worse little new business can be 
expected from that source until buying for the spring 
trade shall set in. There is nothing unusual or unex- 
pected in‘this condition and it is having no effect 
whatever upon prices. The fall trade, so far as the 
demand for stock sizes is concerned, has been some- 
thing of a disappointment but, withal, a fair business 
has been transacted, which has, it is true, been mostly 
in the way of special mill work. The outlook is bright, 
but little business is expected except from strictly local 
sources until after the first of the year. 

* * * 


Kansas City, Mo., sash and door wholesalers report 
the fall trade satisfactory as to demand. Orders have 
been coming in freely during the season and are still 
quite numerous, although for small lots as a rule. The 
market has not been in good shape at any time this 
fall, and the regular discounts are not being followed 
closely. Prices on ear lots are low, and there is a 
strong effort being made to secure business of this 
kind. The demand for mill work at Kansas City has 
dropped off to some extent this month, but is ahéad 
of normal for December. The planing mills have con- 


‘ 


ts 

siderable work on hand, and as predicted early jn the 

season, will be busy up to the end of the year, making 

the steadiest run ever known at that point. 6 
* * * 


Northwestern factories are all running, but business 
at the Minneapolis and St. Paul concerns has fallen off 
till there is scarcely anything doing except 
sash, and very little of that. Retail yard trade has 
almost ceased. Some of the factories are still at work 
filling old orders, but they are practically cleaned u 
Nearly all will shut down for repairs and alterations 
soon. 


In storm 


* * * 


The spurt in the demand for doors and sash noted last 
week in and about New York city, does not keep up to 
the proportions at which it started; still there jg a 
good, fair active trade. being done and manufacturers 
are a little better satisfied than they were a few weeks 
ago. Good prices are, as a rule, being obtained, 

* * * 

There is a good demand for all the work the factories 
at Buffalo, N. Y., are able to turn out, though a great 
part of it is local. So much has this home demand 
grown of late that only one factory claims to be jn 
the eastern trade. This factory is crowded with or. 
ders. Another at Batavia is also running full time 
with many orders ahead. Salesmen home from a gen- 
eral canvass of the state and southward say that as a 
rule the interior factories are doing well. 

* * % 

The sash and door trade at Baltimore, Md., is with- 
out special features in so far as the local demand ig 
concerned. From out of town comes a_ gratifying 
inquiry for the products of the local mills, and the 
output is fairly large. The prices realized are also 
satisfactory. 

* * * 

The interest in the door situation in California has 
been increased by the many visits for the past few 
months of eastern sash and door men, who have gone 
there to see for themselves what the California door 
stock was like and how it worked in practice. The 
many new establishments that have been or sre ebout 
to be started on the coast within a few months and 
which naturally look for a market east, make the mat- 
ter of more than ordinary interest to eastern manutae- 
turers in this line. The local situation is reported as 
good as far as demand goes, but unsatisfactory as to 
prices. 


FINANCE AND TRADE. 
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The following table shows the totals of exports of 
domestic manufactures from the United States from 
1893 to 1903 inclusive for ten months of each year 
ended October 31: 





Ten months 


YEAR. ending with Oct. 
ee EE TC eee 
RMN 65-66 FRG TEES MORGAN TM eae k wees 148,739,702 
BIR eas co Bi Elba we Geis ote Reb ARID Neale eer ar RON EC 164,572,481 
i CeCe eee ee See Ry 
Ls EE eT OL Re eee 234,728,097 
EE Ee Pa ee SET ENC ee 
| nee Remar eee a  temeete Pe 311,369,178 
MS sero iv Wis wiv dpa era suninidis eteia ae ete state @ otele a wim bee 376,247,618 
MNRR ND oi: Bg: ye GRE Soria elie weaeraSe ae xO Ole Sle y 0Lae ar oo eg ae 
oo EO PEE LTT OT ee Cee 347,244,064 
‘co a ert, RNS eee PAT eer eet gear mer Caran se 348,688,560 


The totals show a steady increase from 1893 to 120, 
in which year the exports amounted in value to $876, 
247,618, against $146,556,413 in 1893. In 1901 there 
was a falling off of about $44,000,000, but some ad: 
vance in the two last years. The high tide of 1900 
has not since been reached, but now that Americal 
metal products have receded in price, and the railroads 
have reduced rates so as to encourage foreign ship: 
ments, while a measure of depression in other maar 
factures will force producers to new efforts to unload 
surplus in foreign markets, we may expect a notable 
rise in exports during the coming year. 

* * * 

The annual report of the secretary of agriculture, 
lately submitted to President Roosevelt, shows that 
the increase in the exports of farm products in the 
half century ended with 1901 was from a valuation of 
$147,000,000 to $952,000,000, or 550 percent, The 
south exported last year cotton valued at $317,000,000. 
The secretary shows that the balance of trade in favor 
of this country is mainly due to the export of far 
products. 

* * * 

The total money circulation of the United States, 
recently reported, was $2,449,168,418, Estimating the 
population of the country at 81,061,000, there 1s ™ 
circulation $30.21 for each man, woman and child. 
During the month of November the chief gains were 
about $6,250,000 in gold coin, $4,000,000 in silver ¢er 
tificates, $3,000,000 in United States notes, and $4,000; 
000 in national bank notes. During the year there has 
been an inerease in the circulation of almost $100,000; 
000, of which gold certificates provided nearly $60) 
900,000 and bank notes practically all the remainder 
Other changes for the year have been unimportant. 
Ineluding the treasury holdings, the total money SUP 
ply in the country on December 1 was $2,742,299,78 
against $2,724,579,721 a month previous; imps 
gold provided the bulk of the gain, to which was add 
domestic producticn. 

* * * 

The Commonwealth Coal & Mining Company, ier 

porated in Maine, but formed by Chicago capitalists, 
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cured 6,000 acres of rich coal lands in southern 
and soon expects to control 10,000 acres. 
The company has a eapital of $500,000. The land is 
in Gibson and Knox counties and extends from Vin- 
eennes to Princeton along both sides of the Terre 
Haute railroad for about twenty-five miles, with a 
width of one to three miles. 


has s¢ 
Indiana, 


* ” * 

The official statements made to the comptroller of 
the currency by the National banks of Chicago, says 
the Wall Street Journal, show an astonishing develop- 
ment. ‘The individual deposits for the first time since 
Chicago became a favorite reserve center for the west 
have passed the bank deposits in volume, The fol- 
lowing figures show the relative status of the two 
classes of deposits: 

Nov. 17. 03. Feb. 25, ’02. Feb. 4, '99. 
.....$182,285,788 $124,540,181 $ 84,469,208 
160,885,677 104,547,143 

The great increase in individual deposits since Feb- 
ruary, 1899, is obvious from a glance at the figures 
and reflects the growth of the city in manufactures 
and trade, as well.as the prosperity of recent years. 
Probably the reason why bank deposits have fallen off 
nearly $33,000,000 since February, 1902, is because 
large deposits of western bank funds have been at- 
tracted to New York by the comparatively high inter- 
est rates paid in that city during the period of specu- 
lative debauch. Now that speculation is moribund, it 
is probable that western bank deposits in Chicago 
institutions will inerease. 


DEPOSITS. 
yidual 
ae ene ee ween 127,952,616 
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KEEPING ABREAST OF THE TIMES. 


[Continued from Front Page. | 


about 40,000,000 feet a year. 

Mr. Gipson was made secretary of the Brooks-Robert- 
son Lumber Company, organized in 1899 to operate on 
the Pacific coast, where the company had secured a 
large body of timber. He was also elected secretary 
of the Minnesota & Northwestern railroad, which was 
constructed to haul logs to the company’s mill at Nick- 
erson, Minn. 

In January, 1901, the members of the Scanlon-Gipson 
Lumber Company organized the Brooks-Scanlon Lumber 
Company with a paid up capital stock of $500,000. 
This concern built one of the largest mills in the 
northwest, at Scanlon, about three miles from Cloquet, 
Minn., which is the junction of the Kastern Minnesota 
and Northern Pacific railroads. This mill has been op- 
erated double time and turns out 650,000 feet daily. 
Ample provisions have been made for a supply of timber 
by the company officials, the first tract bought being 
the O’Brien timber on the St. Louis river, amounting 
to over 250,000,000, and later purchases included a 
tract belonging to Cook & Turrish, of Duluth, compris- 
ing about 50,000,000 feet, and other small lots adjoin- 
ing. 

After the formation of the Brooks Timber Company, 
which was organized for the purpose of insuring an ad- 
equate supply of timber for the mammoth mill at Scan- 
lon, another tract of about 250,000,000 feet of lumber 
was purchased from Cook & Turrish, which is located 
in northern Minnesota. A charter for a road to this 
tract of timber was secured and in the early part of 
1902 the Minnesota & Northern Wisconsin Railroad Com- 
pany built a line forty-two miles long north and south 
from Scanlon. This road is equipped with heavy rails 
and in addition to bringing in the timber for the com- 
pany hauls a great amount of freight for outside in- 
terests and will doubtless ultimately be merged with 
some trunk line or be extended and form a system of 
itself, The mill at Scanlon has a long life of usefulness 
before it. The growth of this company has been ex- 
tremely rapid. During the first year of its existence it 
manufactured and handled 17,000,000 feet of lumber; in 
1901 the aggregate amount manufactured and sold by 
this company was 133,000,000 feet, and the output for 
1902 was between 280,000,000 and 290,000,000 feet, 
probably the largest amount ever handled by any north- 
ern pine manufacturer. Such is a brief history of the 
companies in which Mr. Gipson has been largely instru- 
mental in forming. 

In 1885 Mr. Gipson made a visit to his old home at 
Decatur, Ill. This visit was fraught with important de- 
velopments, for it was while there that he married Miss 
Mary Elizabeth Smith, his childhood’s sweetheart, com- 
panion of his boyhood days and competitor for honors 
on his graduation day from the old high school at De- 
catur, In this marriage there showed a trait character- 
istic of the man—constancy. Not only to the sweet- 
heart of his youth, but in his business, in the more deli- 
cate affairs of life, this thread. like the red strand in 
British naval cordage, has ever been visible. He has 
been constant in his business affairs and constant in his 
friendships, true in little as in great matters. ; 

He is an untiring worker and when in Minneapolis 
spends much of his time in his office over the affairs of 
the company, his personal supervision being in a large 
measure responsible for the smooth sailing of the huge 
Industrial body whose directors have grown mentally as 
the proportions of their company have enlarged. 
the twithstanding his host of friends, Mr. Gipson likes 
I clusion of his home circle and spends much of his 
od his beautiful summer home at Lake Minnetonka, 
mal a moving there in the early spring and staying 

ie late fall. His home at the lake is one of 
ge beauty and to see Mr. Gipson as he appears in 
ont = fireside is to visit him at Lake Minnetonka dur- 
a oi ee when in company with his delightful 
Ma “ rigs. son, Corwin, aged 12, for it is then he 
al, unaffected Henry Elroy Gipson. 





AN IMPORTANT HARDWOOD CONFERENCE. 


A eonference composed of commitees of the National 
Hardwood Lumber Association and the Hardwood Lum- 
ber Manufacturers’ Association of the United States 
was begun in the south parlor of the Auditorium hotel, 


this city, on last Thursday afternon, December 10. The 


object of the conference was first to effect a unity be- 
tween the two associations in establishing grades of 
lumber, and 1f that effort proved successful, to embrace 
it as the initiative for uniting the two bodies in the 
formation of one association. 

The National association was represented by the 
following named gentlemen: 


President B. I’. Swain, D'Heur & Swain Lumber Co., 
Seymour, Ind. 

W. A. Bennett, Bennett & Witte, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

J. Watt Graham, Graham Lumber Co., Cincinnati, Ohio. 

W. S. Darnell, I. M. Darnell & Son, Memphis, Tenn. 

John M. Pritchard, Long-Knight Lumber Co., Indianapo- 
lis, Ind. 

G. Von Platen, Boyne City, Mich. 

William H. White, W. H. White & Co., Boyne City, Mich. 

ID. I. Clark, Osborne & Clark, Minneapolis, Minn. 

If. C. Humphrey, G. W. Jones Lumber Co., Appleton, Wis. 

A. R. Vinnedge, Vinnedge Bros., Chicago, III. 

W. O. King, W’ O. King & Co., Chicago, III. 

©. O. Agier, Fred W. Upham Lumber Co., Chicago, III. 

Theodore Fathauer, Theo Fauthauer Co., Chicago, III. 

Ik. H. Smith, & H. Smith Lumber Co., St. Louis, Mo. 

W. A. bonsack, Bonsack Lumber Co., St. Louis, Mo. 

C. D. Strode, secretary, Chicago. 


The committeemen present from the United States 
association made up the following roster: 


R. H. Van Sant, Van Sant, Kitchen & Co., Ashland, Ky. 

W. M. Ritter, W. M. Ritter Lumber Co., Columbus, Ohio. 

Cc, Crane, C. Crane & Co., Cincinnati, Ohio, 

Henry Maley, Henry Maley Lumber Co., Edinburg, Ind. 

I, C, Fischer, Yellow Poplar Lumber Co., Coal Grove, Ohio. 

William Threlkeld, Evansville, Ind. 

J. H. Himmelberger, Himmelberger-Harrison Land & Lum- 
ber Co., Morehouse, Mo. 

J. W. Love, Love, Boyd & Co., Nashville, Tenn. 

ki. A, Lang, Chicago. 

Lewis Doster, secretary, Columbus, Ohio. 


As we went to press on Thursday the probabilities 
were that the conference would last several days. 
POO 


INSURANCE COMPANY CHANGES MANAGE- 
MENT 


It has been thought a matter of wise policy by the 
men who control its operations that the Lumbermen’s 
Mutual Insurance Company, of Chicago, be no longer 
under the control and sponsorship of the Lumbermen’s 
association of Chicago. From the time of its organi- 
zation the directors of the insurance company have 
come from the Lumbermen’s Association (formerly Lum- 
bermen’s Exchange), but it has been decided that the 
best interests of all concerned will be served by sepa- 
rating the interests of the two organizations. No dis- 
satisfaction is expressed by the retiring directors ei- 
ther as to the management or the business of the in- 
surance company. They say in explanation that they 
are all of them very busy men, and cannot in justice 
to themselves give the time and attention which the 
best interests of the insurance company demand. Un- 
der the new management the policy and name of the 
company will remain unchanged. It is to be strictly 
a lumber insurance company, as in the past, the only 
difference being that it will be no longer identified wit 
the Lumbermen’s Association. 

A letter announcing the change has been sent out to 
policy holders. It is dated December 10, and is as 
follows: 


The Lumbermen’s Mutual Insurance Company was organ- 
ized under the auspices of the Lumbermen’s Exchange of 
Chicago, and members of said exchange have acted as diree- 
tors since its formation. 

As many of the present directors are busily engaged in 
their various lines of business and are unable to give the 
insurance company such attention as it properly should 
have, it was deemed advisable that the Lumbermen’s Ex- 
change should no longer be sponsor for the company and that 
its management should be placed in the hands of gentlemen 
who could give the affairs of the company more direct con- 
sideration, hence the following members of the present 
directory have tendered thelr resignations as directors, tak- 
ing effect December 7, 1903: 

George Green, William J. Carney, Edward Heath, 

ik. F. Dodge, C. A. Marsh, ‘. W. Houghton, 
James P. Soper, Edwin S. Hartwe'l,Francis Beidler. 

C. F. Wiehe, John E. Burns, 

The gentlemen elected to fill the vacancles of the above, 
viz. : 

V. F. Mashek, Pilsen Lumber Company, Chicago. 

J. W. Embree, Rittenhouse & Embree Company, Chicago. 
George C. Wilce, The T. Wilce Company, Chicago. 

W. O. King, W. O. King & Co., Chicago. 

William Mueller, jr., William Mueller Company, Chicago. 
George W. Keehn, Marsh, Keehn & Co., Chicago. 

I. E. Hooper, secretary Lumbermen’s Association, Chicago. 

W. H. Hunter, lumberman, La Salle. 

H. C. Clark, Shevlin Carpenter Company, Minneapolis. 
Cc. G. Forster, M. Hilty Lumber Company, Milwaukeke. 
W. H. Teare, Potter, Teare & Co., Cleveland, 

KE. L. Fisher, Fisher & Wilson Company, Cleveland. 

Cc. H. Prescott, jr., Saginaw Bay Company, Cleveland. 
Cc. W. Kotcher, lamberman, Detroit. 

W. IL. Martin, Martin & Boggs Company, Cheboygan. 


are all men known in the genera] lumber trade, and the 
retiring directors bespeak for the new management as lib- 
eral patronage as the old management received in the past. 


Thanking you for past favors, we are, yours very truly, 
LUMBERMEN’S MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY. 
Yo tt i 


Fighting for Right of Way. 
Bancor, Me., Dec. 7. 
held before the railroad commissioners in Augusta this week 
upon the petitions of rival railroad companies for rights to 
extend their lines further into the rich lumbering regions of 
western Somerset and northern Franklin counties. ‘The 
Moosehead Railroad Company asks for right to extend its 
line eight miles from Stratton village to Flagstaff, while the 
Kingfield & Dead River Railroad Company asks the privilege 
of extending its line sixteen miles from a point beyond Car- 
rabassett to Flagstaff. The section of the state into which 
these railroads are pushing is particularly rich in birch and 
other hardwood timber, for which there is an increasing 
demand for various manufacturing purposes. Each company 
is anxious to have the field to itself, and each is striving to 
keep the other out. Decision is reserved. 


-A long and interesting hearing was 
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W. W. HERRON LUMBER Co., 


MOBILE, ALABAMA, 
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comes from. We have a special lot of 


Flooring 1x4 and 1x4, 
Ceiling and Drop Siding. 
Porch Flooring and Decking. 
Wice Soft Yellow Pine Finish. 
Wind Mill Tower Stock. 
Tank Stock. 


QUICK SHIPMENTS. 
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White River Lumber Co, 


ENUMCLAW, WASH. ‘ 
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Natalbany Lumber Co., Ltd. 


axoven Lellow Pine 


EXCLUSIVELY. 
Tlills and Office, NATALBANY, LA. 
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Sutherland-Innes Co. 


LIMITED. 


Manufacturers and Exporters of 


COTTONWOOD, YELLOW PINE, 
OAK, CYPRESS, POPLAR, RED 
GUM, BOX SHOOKS, LATH, 
SHINGLES, ETC. ts: s: 5: 5: 


Pitch Pine Department, MOBILE, ALA.; MOSS POINT, 
MISS.; PENSACOLA, FLORIDA; 
BEAUMONT, TEXAS. 














Liverpool, London & Globe Bidg. 


NEW ORLEANS, - LOUISIANA. 
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4 Representing Reliable Southern Mills. 3 
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C. J. CARTER LUMBER Co. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
SHORT LEAF 


Yellow Pine Lumber 


Kansas City, Mo. 





Telecode. 

















TEXARKANA, ARK, KANSAS CITY, MO,  8T. LOUIS, MO. 
































,| Wm. Buchanan |; 
2 
@ 
al LONG or SHORT LEAF > 
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3 re) 
° YELLOW PINE LUMBER = 
< 
5 LATH or MOULDINGS. z 
For Retail Lumber Yards. ; 

KANSAS CITY, MO. 8ST. LOUIS, MO. TEXARKANA, ARK. 
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THE RECORD. 
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Alabama. 


Brewton—The Blacksher-Miller Lumber Company has 
changed style to the Lovelace Lumber Company. 


Arkansas. 


De Queen—S. C. Richardson has moved to Rierson, La. 
Little Rock—E. C. Cockman has sold out. 


California. 


San Francisco—Articles of incorporation have been filed 
by the Korbel Box Factory, Ye capital stock as $20,000. 
The incorporators are J. I. Korbel, J. Dinter, A. Korbel and 


I’. Korbel. 
Colorado. 
Fountain—The Houston Lumber Company has bought the 
holdings of the Fountain Lumber & Supply Company. 


Florida. 


Escambla—The International Land & Harbor Company, 
which has recently been incorporated under the laws of New 
Jersey with capital stock $5,000,000, has purchased the en- 
tire holdings of the Skinner Manufacturing Company. 

Jacksonville—The West-Edenfield Company has been suc- 
ceeded by the West-Lynch Company. 

St. Petersburg—Henry & Washard have bought the plant 
of the West Coast Lumber Company. 

Tallahassee—H. H. Boyer, J. R. Saunders and J. T. Whit- 
ing have incorporated the Export Lumber Company with cap- 
ital stock $50,000. 

Georgia. 


Savannah—Articles of incorporation have been filed by 
the Podman Lumber Company, giving capital stock as $250,- 
000, The incorporators are Lawrence MeNeil, J. J. Cum- 
mings, Harry S. Cummings, D. C. Wilson and J. I. Eachern. 


Idaho. 


Sand Point—The Kootenai Bay Lumber Company has sold 
out to the Sand Point Lumber Company. 


Illinois. 


Assumption—Lacharite & Jacobs have been succeeded by 
the Lacharite Grain & Lumber Company. 

Cairo—The Cairo Mill & Lumber Company has been incor- 
porated with capital stock $60,000. 

Compton—The Wilson Lumber & Fuel Company has sold 
its lumber yard at this place to the Hussey Lumber Com- 
pany, of Amboy. 

Chicago—Thomas 8. Harper, H. P. Chancellor and U. E. 
McDonald have incorporated the hardwood manufacturing 
business of Champion Bros., with capital stock $10,000.—— 
John O’Brien & Co. have been succeeded by the John O’Brien 
Land & Lumber Company. John H. Durham is reported 
to have filed a petition in bankruptcy. 

Elkhart—George A. Bock has been succeeded by J. IF. 
Prather & Co. 

Freeport—The Mann & Thompson Lumber & Coal Com- 
pany has changed style to Thompson & Huenkemeier. 

Keithsburg—I’. I. Temple is reported selling out to Wil- 
liam R, King. 

Ridgeville—Thomas & Margrey have sold their lumber 
business to 8. E. A. Leach & Son. 

Secor—Charles D. Long has recently engaged in the re- 
tail lumber business here, having succeeded J. Allen. 

Sterling—John Peck will engage in the retail lumber busi- 


ness here. 
Indiana. 
Lincoln—Mahion Bell has discontinued his saw mill busi- 
ne 








8S. 

Nappanee—Coppes, Zook & Mutschler have sold their plan- 
in — and box factory business to B. Uline and. Arthur 
Miller. 

Noblesville—George H. Palmer and associates have re- 
cently organized the Stover Lumber Company, to deal in 
Mississippi timber lands. 

——o & Bachman have been succeeded by F. J. 
Wright. 

Sheridan—James O. Pearson has sold out to G. H. Palmer, 


Towa. 


Earlham—S. C. Moreland has been succeeded by Faucher 
& Warner. 

Missourl Valley—aArticles of incorporation have been filed 
by the Belhami Cedar & Land Company, giving capital stock 
as $50,000. 

Prescott—John Knolla has bought the yards of the Bur- 
lington and Prescott Lumber Companies. 

Stilson—The Atlas Elevator Company, of Minneapolis, 
Minn., has bought out the J. Buch Lumber Company. 


Ohio. 


Benton Ridge—C. George has sold his interest in the lum- 
ber business of Samuel George & Son. 
Dayton—It is reported that Facler & Brookins will dis- 
solve partnership. 
Kansas. 


Crooked Creek—J. H. Bryant has sold his lumber yard to 
the Harris-Anderson Lumber Company. 

Harper—The Oliver Bros. Lumber Company is selling out 
to the Harper Lumber Company. 

Huron—The O. W. Brown Lumber Company has sold out 
to J. L. Stansberger. 

Lyndon—C, 8. Wilson is reported out of business. 

elda—J. R. Rhodes & Son have bought out J. W. Har- 


rison. 
Kentucky. 


Clinton—The Clinton Lumber Company has recently be- 

gun business here. ‘ 
Maine. 

Augusta—A charter has been granted to the William H. 
Laird Company with capital stock $300,000. The officers 
are F. 8S. Bell, Winona, Minn., president; C. L. Andrews, 
Augusta, treasurer. 

angor—The California Lumber Company has filed arti- 
cles of incorporation, giving — stock as $250,000. The 
officers are Ira A. Sutherland, Brunswick, president ; George 
H. Morse, Pittsfield, treasurer. f 

Camden—H. M. & R. L. Bean have filed articles of incor- 
poration, giving capital stock as $10,000. 


Michigan. 


Addison—Kline & Dean have been succeeded by Kline, 
Dean & Rogers. 

Cadillac—William H. Wilcox, of Wilcox Bros., is dead. 

Grand Rapids—The interests of J. Hi. Speer, of North 
Adams, and of the late D. H. Estey, of Owosso, in the Engel- 
Speer Lumber gem pa have been sold to the Engel Lumber 
Company, of this city. 

Hardgrove—Frank Hardgrove and D. Forbes, of Hard- 
grove, and George —, rand Rapids, have recently or- 
ganized the Hardgrove Lumber Company. 

Shelldrake—The Culhane Lumber Company has sold out 
to Moore, McDonald & Sharpe. 

Wayland—Arthur H. Clark is selling out. to Frank B. 


Poyell. 
Minnesota. 


Chisholm—The Waters Clark Lumber Company has re- 
cently commenced business at this place. : 

Minneapolis—The Mutual Lumber Company has been. in- 
corpora with capital stock $100,000. ; 
illwater—Articles of incorporation have been filed by 


ee, 


the Consolidated Lumber Company, giving capital gt, 

$100,000. The incorporators are : D. Joh frock as 

—— — . ie neon, I. L, Man. 
te ar—It is reported that T. E. Fell 

will incorporate on January 1 under the style of the Ce 

solidated Lumber Company. ‘On- 


Mississippi. 


Bexley—The Diamond Lumber Company ha 
on po _—— ag —s Compane. ines Succeed. 
A ve—E. L. Moore has filed a petition 1 Q 
giving Mabilities as $3,358, and assets fs $1,800. 'ktuptey, 
oodville—Thomas Rolan as bee 
sions & Roland. = eee ae 
Missouri. 


Linneus—The report that the Wisconsin Lumt 
had sold its yard at this plac ror eae 
have been Brookfield. place was in error. It should 
eosho—The Kneisley Lumber Compan 
to the R. J. Hurley Lumber Company. pe gh mg ‘ent? yard 


Nebraska. 
Cook—The Farmers’ Lumber C 
eee bythe Hanke Lamber Company. aay Ree Dey sre 
u—The C. N. etz Lumb 
bought the yard of Searle & ——— of Omaha, has 


Red Cloud—Willi } 
at this point. am Sullivan will establish a retaij yard 


New Jersey. 
Jersey City—Edward Dunkel, Adolph He 


Quintard have incorporated the Ph 
with capital stock $10,000. 


New York. 


i ere Eh hier Beh te ae 
- dewand-ie: Merenes & wo have ni * ; pn i 
“Fit as tees Sees ammo ne 
iieeege imconDgravion, giving capital stack te $50 O00. “Te 
and A. W. Young, Kisco. g, White Plains, 


North Carolina. 


Elizabeth City—A charter has been granted 
c th ’ § ed to the Nort 
ee Tray & Basket Company with capital stock S30" 


yman and 
enix Lumber Compass 


Raleigh—A, B. Andrews, F. H. Busbee a 
jr., have incorporated the Graham faa's Pa 
pany, with capital stock $100,000. aa 


North Dakota. 


Minnewauken—The Northwest Lumber ‘ 
bought the yard at this place and at Brinemede armas 
operated by the Minnewauken Mercantile Company, . 


Ohio. 

Cleveland—aA charter has been grante 
her Compeny piers —_— stock sis ooo a 

olumbus—Articles of incorporation have bee 
the Columbus Lumber Company, giving capital. atoce 4 
$25,000. The incorporators are C. B. Brown, S. M. Browny 
Oe ae ae ae ‘ ——- and J. E. Sater. / 

Kc e—The Logan aphet Lumb 
increased its capital stock to $24,000. — on 


Oklahoma. 
Yukon—The J. P. Utt Lu 
ceeded by J. Hl. Grigubo. mber Company has been sue- 
Oregon. 
Portland—The North Coast Timber Com 
eg sll Moc gee giving capital uk i soon 
"| ors are Edward 
ma ae fee. ward Cookingham, S. B. Linthicum 
Pennsylvania. 
Bloomsburg—J. J. Robins 
of Incorporation. obinson & Co. will shortly file articles 
ndiana—John P. Elkin, Indiana; Darwin Aver. W. 
Chester, and William Pyle, Wilmington, Del., hove baie 


rated the United States Land & L ; 
tal stock $100,000. & Lumber Company with cap! 


Philadelphia—Underwood & Stone have been succeeded by 


W. I. Underwood. 
South Carolina. 


Charleston—Charles Eva 
ion vans & Co. have recently begun 


Tennessee, 


Nashville—It is reported that the C. H. Michael Manufae- 
turing Company, of Laporte, Ind., will remove to this city. 
The Eastland Lumber Company, to operate in White 
county. has filed articles of incorporation. giving capital 
stock as $5,000. The incorporators are William Lyles, J. L. 
Dibrell, D. C. Lockwood, M. L. Wilson, M. Brown and J, P. 
Hamilton. 
South Memphis—The Manhattan Lumber Company has 
been granted a charter with capital stock $10,000. 


Texas, 


New Braunfels—The Comal Lumber C 1d out 
to the Pfeuffer Lumber Company. Pe ae 


Vermont. 


West Concord—W. I. Russell has sold his lumber busl- 
ness to L. W. Hastings and Frank Cobb. 





Virginia. 
Dartha—The Guesto Ri I 
os Itnotaeen. ver Lumber Company will shortly 
Washington. 


Connell—The lumber yard of Buehler & Mayer has been 
sold to W. E. Quinlan, of Pasco, and C. H. Meyer, of Con- 
Interbay—The Leonard Lumber Company has recently 
ee | 4 nce — Fagg pe ’ 

#onlake—The Lake Lumber Compan en inco 
rated with capital stock $10,000. ee eo 

Odessa—J. J. Pattee is reported to have withdrawn from 
the lumber business of Finney & Pattee. 

Stevenson—A charter has been granted to the Skamania 
Lumber Company with capital stock $10,000. 

Spokane—The Spokane Eastern Lumber Company has filed 
articles of incorporation. giving capital stock as $25.00. 
The trustees are F. B. Newton and T. L. Roggers.——The 
Wisconsin Lumber Company, which has recently been !0- 
corporated, is establishing a yard in this city. 

. ate —e. -_ } mec and M. C. Welch have J 
. e e Sm ree oom i mpan 
eapital stock $2.500. ee eee 

Tacoma—A charter has been granted to the Willapa Tim 
ber Company. The tncorporators are C. A. Moody, J. B. 
Duryea and W. Duryea. 

West Seattle—It is reported that the West Seattle Lumber 
Yard has been sold to A. M. Catton. 

Vancouver—Articles of incorporation have been filed. by 
the Washington & Oregon Lumber Company. giving capital 
stock as $90,000. J. W. and EB. A. Bennett have incorpo 
rated the Rotary Shingle Company with capital stock $75. 
000.——The Columbia River Lumber Company bal 
been succeeded by the Columbia Saw Mill Company. which 
has recently been incorporated with capital stock $90,000. 


West Virginia. 
Huntington—J. C. Tipton, George A. Floding, R. B. Vick 


ers and others have incorporated the West Virginia Box & 
Lumber Company. 
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Wisconsin. 


Algoma—John Halada has recently engaged in the retail 
s at this place. 
hue eat is reported that the Northwestern Cooperage 
& Lumber Company, which has plants in Michigan and 
Ohio, will establish a branch plant in this city. 
Milwaukee—The Johnson Lumber Company has increased 
its capital to $100,000. 


NEW MILLS. 





Florida. “ ; 
ille—The O. K. Yellow Pine Lumber Company ja 
erating a large planing mill in this city. 
Georgia. 

Huxford—C. Huxford is contemplating building a saw mill 
eee eT. Sherley will establish a saw mill here. 

Millwood—A saw mill is being erected near here by J. HL 
oni. g—Jordan & Simerly have recently erected a saw 
mill at this place with a daily capacity of 60,000 feet. 

Kentucky. 

Calhoun—W. H. Hill & Son will rebuild their mill which 
was recently destroyed by fire. 

. Louisiana. 

Monroe—Carroll & Muenz will erect two saw mills in this 
vicinity with a daily capacity of 20,000 feet each. 

Michigan. 

Torch Lake—It is reported that the Cameron Lumber 
Company will rebuild its saw mill at this place, which was 
destroyed by fire some time ago. 

Oregon. 

Astoria—A saw mill with a daily capacity of 60,000 feet 
will be erected near here by the Seaside Spruce Lumber Com- 
pany. 

Tennessee. 

Parsons—It is reported that N. B. Williams will build a 
shingle mill here. 

Texas. 

Saratoga—The McShane Lumber Company, of Omaha, 
Neb., will erect at a point near here a saw mill with a daily 
capacity of 100,000 feet. A smailer mill with capacity of 
30,000 feet daily is already partly erected. 


Virginia. 
Williamsburg—James Birrell will establish a saw mill 
here 
Washington. 


Bellevue—A saw mill will be established at this place by 
the Bellevue Lumber Company. 

Everett—The Thomas Irvine Lumber Company will erect 
a saw mill in this city with a daily capacity of 200,000 feet. 





CASUALTIES. 





Tilinois. 


Chicago—The saw mill of the W. B. Crane Company was 

destroyed by fire last week; loss estimated at $10,00v. 
Iowa. 

Titonka—The lumber yard of John D. Budlong was totally 

destroyed by fire on December 3; loss about $13,000. 
Michigan. 

Grand Haven—Fire destroyed the warehouse of the Grand 
Haven Basket Company on December 4; partially insured. 

Saginaw—The woodworking department of the Pere 
Marquette railroad car shops burned on December 4; loss 
estimated at $100,000. 

Minnesota. 

Belle Plaine—The large building occupied by the Belle 
Plaine Manufacturing & Supply Company was destroyed by 
fire recently ; loss $16,000, covered by insurance. 

Mississippi. 

Meridian—The saw mill plant of Mosby Bros. burned re- 

cently, causing a loss of about $5,000; no insurance. 


New York. 


New York City—The lumber yard of Hardy, Voorhees & 
Co. was damaged to the extent of $10,000 last week. 


Nevada. 


Carson City—About $50,000 worth of lumber in the yard 
of the Sierra Nevada Lumber Company was burned on De- 


cember 2, 
West Virginia. 
Sistersville—The planing mill of McCoy & Alexander 
burned recently, entailing a loss of $5,000; no insurance. 


MECHANICAL. 


POPP PDP 


TRUE ECONOMY IN GRINDING. 

The Carborundum Company, of Niagara Falls, N. Y., 
manufacturer of abrasive materials, has recently issued 
a neat and attractive catalog which tells in a highly in- 
teresting manner how carborundum is made, and it also 
contains a number of illustrations which show the 
electric furnaces, 
presses and other ma- 
chinery used in its 
manufacture. 

While corborundum 
is from two to five 
times more costly than 
emery, the manufac- 
turer claims that it is 
far superior and in the 
long run much more 
economical, as it does 
more work, does it 
faster and does it bet- 
ter. As an illustra- 
tion of its superiority 
the following is one of 
the many examples * 
given by the Corbo- 
Tundum Company: An ‘ 
order was sent from \ 
awell known car wheel 
works for a carborun- ‘ 
dum wheel eighteen | 
inches in diameter and 
two and one-half 
inches thick, which 
Costs $15.38, while an 
emery wheel of the 





same size would cost $7.15. The agreement in this 
sale, however, was that the Corborundum Company was 
to receive 2 cents for every car wheel ground. In order 
then to get the proper price for the: wheel it would 
have to grind 769 wheels. As a matter of fact it ground 
1,201, so that the purchaser, according to agreement, 
was compelled to pay $24.92 for it, and at that was 
well satisfied, 


The accompanying illustrations show a group of 
wheels for grinding woodworking knives and saws 
which are manufactured as a specialty quite apart from 
the ordinary grinding wheels; and also one of the Covel 
saw gummers. 





IMPROVEMENTS IN TRUCK MANUFACTURE. 


The new dry kiln truck manufactured by the Stand- 
ard Dry Kiln Company, of Indianapolis, Ind., is claimed 
to be more durable and easier running than any other 
truck on the market. This is why: Instead of the usual 
cast iron wheels 
used, the ‘‘Stand- 
ard’’ truck is now 
supplied with 

















wheels made of 
malleable iron. 
Of course’ these 
malleable iron 
wheels are a great 
deal more durable 
than the ordinary 
east iron article. 
They will wear al- 
most like steel; 
and the flanges will 
not break off, as 
the flanges of a 
cast iron wheel are 





A “STANDARD” KILN WHEEL. 


likely to do. 

Another important innovation in the new truck made 
by this company is the manner in which the roller 
bearings are made. These are made from polished steel 
shafting and are cut off by a special machine that points 
the ends. A certain amount of friction is necessarily 
caused by the flat ends of the axle coming into contact 
with the side of the truck. In the ‘‘Standard’’ only 


the points come in contact. This reduces the friction 
to a minimum, and makes this truck by far the easiest 
running truck on the market. 

The cuts here shown give an excellent idea of the 
new improved dry kiln truck made by the Standard Dry 
Kiln Company. The company has recently gotten out 
a number of new patterns, and will be pleased to send 
a copy of its catalog on request. The catalog gives 
a detailed description of its various styles of trucks, 
the prices of which are as moderate as is consistent with 
their extremely high quality. 





AN IMPORTANT ORDER PLACED ON ITS MERITS. 


The Hartford Blower Company, of Hartford, Conn., 
has received an order for furnishing exhaust systems 
for the buffing and plating departments of the New 
York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad Company at 
its new shops at Readville, Mass. The apparatus con- 
sists of two special direct connected motor driven 
Hartford adjustable exhaust fans, Hartford patent im- 
proved dust collectors, galvanized sheet steel piping, 
hoods ete., with many new special fittings and attach- 
ments. 

This order is a flattering testimonial to the high 
quality apparatus furnished by the Hartford Blower 
Company and one that it may justly be proud of. 
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We have 9,000,000 feet 
Do You Want Some? 


Heineman Lumber Go. 


HEINEMAN, WIS. 
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“_UMBER 


MADISON, WIS, 


| 
PROMPT SHIPMEI TS DIRECT FROM THE MILLS. 


HARDWOODS 


WE HAVE FULL STOCKS ALSO OF 
Basswood, Brown Ash, Birch, 
Soft Elm, Rock Elm, Maple, 
Butternut. ‘ 


Wisconsin Red Oak 


A SPECIALTY. 














MAPLE, 
BEECH, 
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RETAIL LUMBER DEALERS write 
us for information as to how to get 
LESS THAN A CAR LOAD deliv- 
ered at CAR LOAD PRICES. 


As Good as 
the Best. 
Excelled by 
None. 


Cummer, Diccins & Co. ; 
CADILLAC, MICH. = 
— | 
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Chas. F. Luehrmann 
Hardwood Lumber Co, 


MANUFACTURERS 
SATIN WALNUT 
Foreign Correspondence Solicited. 


Cable Address—“Luehrmann.” St. Louis, Mo. 
Codes: Telecode,Western Union and A. B.C. 4th Edition. 
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Specialties: ant. GRADES 
> POPLAR, OAK Wiese. 
PROMPTLY 


ASH, CYPRESS 


MILLS IN MISSISSIPPI. 
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We are exclusive 
Walout Manu- 
facturers and Ex- 


porters. ut vt ut 
Ample Stocks, High-class Lumber. 

LESH, PROUTY 
& ABBOTT CO. 


EAST CHICAGO, IND. 


WA 
ONLY.... 


Always in the 
market for good 
Walnut Logs. 
Telecode Used. 






L Ample Stock 
um er 3-8 to 16-4 in. 
in all Grades. 










Annual Capacity, 7,000,000 ft. 
Export Trade our specialty. 


Always on the market for good 
Walnut Logs, Write for prices. 


PENROD WALNUT CORPORATION, 


Kansas City. Mo. 








We have within the last three 
months putinto operation five 


NEW MILLS. 
new mills in West Virginia, 


We have been piling up stock. It is now ready to offer to the 





trade. It is cut from fine virgin timber. 
WHITE OAK, RED OAK, 
POPLAR, BASSWOOD, 


May we not have your inquiries? 
Stock is fine. Prices reasonable. 


The Advance Lumber Co., 


CLEVELAND, OHIO. 




















canta aac eeemamonaimae tt 
Hardwoods and 
Hemlock. 


A LARGE STOCK OF 


Dry Basswood, Birch 
and Maple 


which will have monthly additions of 
1,000,000 feet. 


ASK FOR STOCK LIST AND PRICES 














Wisconsin Lumber & Bark Co. 


MILLS: HACKLEY, WIS. 
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 


General Offices, 
PEA ON REINA eR RI 
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BRIGHT, WINTER-SAWN, WIS- 
CONSIN STOCK, 


THICK 


BASSWOOD 


114, 1¥ and 2 Inches. 
All Grades. 
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WRITE US FOR PRICES 


R. Connor Company 


MARSHFIELD, WIS. 
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LOCAL AND PERSONAL. 


eee 

Morris A. Hayward, of Columbus, O., general agent 
of the Burt & Brabb Lumber Company, of Ford, Ky., 
was in Chicago one day late last week. 

Angus McGowan, a well known Jumberman of Madison, 
Wis., was in Chicago on Thursday of this week, ac- 
companying the members of his family thus far on their 
way to their old home in Canada, 

©. L. Cross, Chieago representative of the Southern 
Cypress Lumber Selling Company, limited, is at present 
visiting the mills of his company in southern Louisi- 
ana and will return some time next week. 

H. W. Forde & Co., timber land dealers of Nashville, 
Tenun., have just closed a deal with the National Lum- 
ber Manufacturing Company, Ashland block, Chicago, 
involving the sale of 5,000 poplar trees in Wayne 
county, Kentucky. 

P. A. Gordon, formerly of Chicago, but now a resi- 
dent of Coldwater, Mich,, and representing in that state 
the Southern Pine Lumber Company, of Rock Island, 
Ill, was in Chicago on a brief visit this week. Mr. 
Gordon reports a rather quiet trade in Michigan this 
month as might be expected, 

Rk. L. White, a practical millwright, of Minneapolis, 
Minn., was in Chicago on Thursday of this week on 
his way to Houston, Tex., where he was going to 
supervise the construction of the new mill of the Ran- 
ger Hardwood Export Company, located on the Trin- 
ity river, about forty miles northeast of Houston. 

Harry W. Huttig, vice president and general man- 
ager of the Huttig Manufacturing Company, Musca- 
tine, Iowa, had the misfortune early last week to break 
his leg at the ankle in alighting from a street car in 
that city, and is consequently laid up at his home. 
Mr. Huttig’s many friends in the lumber and sash and 
door business over the country will sympathize with 
him in his misfortune, 

J. ©. Gerlicher, manager of the Theodore Lumber & 
Improvement Company, manufacturing hardwood lum- 
ber at Theodore, Perry county, Tenn., was in Chicago 
on Tuesday and Wednesday of this week on business 
and left for his home Wednesday evening. Mr. Ger- 
licher has sold considerable lumber in this market the 
past season to local dealers and has built up a fine 
trade over the country. 

Clinton Crane, of C. Crane & Co., Ine., Cincinnati, 
Ohio, was in Chicago one day last week on his way 
back to Cincinnati from a visit in southern Michigan. 
He expressed himself as being well pleased with trade 
conditions of the past year and pronounced current 
business with his concern fair for the season. He was 
pleased to report some large sales of oak and poplar 
at association list prices and in some instances above 
the list. 

C. i. LeCrone, who has been connected with the Ad- 
vance Lumber Company, of Cleveland, Ohio, has re- 
cently assumed the management of the plant of the 
Lowe & Bishop Lumber Company, at Lula, Miss. This 
concern is manufacturing hardwoods and making a 
specialty of quartered red oak. Mr. LeCrone reports 
having had excellent weather for logging and says that 
the mills in his seetion are apparently well fixed for 
the winter. 

W. B. Clubine, eastern representative of the Edward 
Hines Lumber Company, of this city, with headquar- 
ters at the Seventh Avenue hotel, Pittsburg, Pa., is 
visiting in Chicago and will probably remain here until 
after the first of the year. Mr. Clubine represents 
the company in western Pennsylvania, eastern Ohio 
and WestVirginia and reports a rather quiet trade in 
that territory just now in consequence of labor 
troubles and the unfavorable season. 

D. S. Menaseco, manager of the Southern Product 
Company, Indianapolis, Ind., was in Chicago last Sat- 
urday on his way home from a trip to Winona, Minn. 
Mr. Menasco is interested in several retail lumber 
yards in Indiana, besides representing important yel- 
low pine and white pine interests. He reports having 
had a splendid trade this year, in both wholesale and 
retail lines and believes that prospects warrant the 
expectation of a fair volume of trade the coming 
season. 

K. A. Lindsley, secretary and treasurer of the Linds- 
ley Brothers Company, leading white cedar operators 
of northern Michigan and Chicago, came down from 
Menominee, Mich., this week to attend the convention 
of the independent telephone companies which was in 
session at the Auditorium several days. Mr. Lindsley 
reports that the prospects are good for a large amount 
of telephone expansion and improvement next season, 
judging from the expressions of the telephone repre- 
sentatives at this meeting. 


The Crescent Lumber Company, of 512 Keith & Per- 
ry building, Kansas City, Mo., notifies the LUMBERMAN 
that a party calling himself M. G. Koontz has lately 
been traveling around in eastern Kansas representing 
himself as a salesman for the company, and has bor- 
rowed money from dealers in that state on the strength 
of such representation. The Crescent Lumber Com- 
pany says that Koontz is not only not in its employ at 
present, but never has been and that the members of 
the company do not know him and believe that the 
publication of this fact in the AMERICAN LUMBERMAN 
will warn dealers so, that they will not be imposed 
upon. 


E. M. Holliday, of Wheeling, W. Va., formerly presi- 
dent of the Union Association of Lumber Dealers and 


———— es 
also at one time vice president and for a number of 
years a director and a leader in the work of the aggo. 
ciation, has determined, to close out his business nd 
account of illness, a necessity Mr. Holliday’s many 
warm friends in the lumber trade will hear with great 
regret. His business has been established fifty years 
and has been conducted in a most profitable manner 
He has a three-story brick planing mill equipped with 
modern machinery and appliances for the manuf 
of sash, doors and general interior finish. 


Albert Wallerstein, who for the past twelve years 
has been connected with the Radford Sash & ‘Doo, 
Company, of this city, and for several years past } 
traveled as representative for the concern on the road 
resigned his position last month with the intention of 
engaging in the wholesale lumber business in thig city 
after January 1. He will handle all kinds of northery 
and southern lumber as well as sash and doors, My. 
Wallerstein has already rented an office on the sixth 
floor of the Chamber of Commerce building and by the 
first of the year will be fully installed and ready for 
business. Having the reputation of being. one of the 
best sash and door salesmen on the road and having a 
good knowledge of the general lumber business ag wel] 
there is little doubt to be entertained of his suecesg in 
the new departure. 

On Friday of last week the LUMBERMAN enjoyed a 
brief visit with W. K. Hatt, the gentleman who hag 
charge of timber classification at the bureau of for. 
estry at Washington, D. C. Mr. Hatt’s position with 
forestry department business brings him actively jn 
touch with timber matters on a large scale. He chatted 
entertainingly about the work being done by the de- 
partment in the establishment of stations for testing 
the relative commercial values of different woods. For 
instance, the strength of packing box lumber is now 
being subjected to various tests in order to ascertain 
how much the sizes may be reduced without endanger- 
ing the strength of the boxes. This may cause quite a 
saving in box lumber. Other tests are being made ag 
to springiness of carriage wood, by dropping a weight 
upon a piece of the wood which is suspended by the 
two ends; also as to strength of various woods by sub- 
jecting them to pressure applied in various ways. 

Quite a large representation of lumbermen and lun- 
ber salesmen congregated at the Hotel Brevoort, in 
this city, on Wednesday last. Formerly it was not at 
all an unusual event to see a dozen or more lumbermen 
at the Brevoort, but during the past two or three 
years it has been seldom that more than two or three 
have gathered at that hostelry at the same time. Among 
those who were noted at the Brevoort on Wednesday 
last were the following: W. C. King, R. Connor Com- 
pany, Marshfield, Wis.; W. K. Hubbard, I. Stephenson 
Company, Wells, Mich.; George W. Mason, Brown Bros, 
Lumber Company, Rhinelander, Wis.; KH. A. Irederick- 
son, Ross Lumber Company, Arbor Vitae, Wis.; F. D. 
Timlin, sales manager of the Yawkey Lumber Company, 
Hazlehurst, Wis.; KE. J. Young, manager American 
Hardwood Lumber Company, Madison, Wis.; W. R. Mac- 
kenzie, manager Brittingham & Hixon Lumber Con- 
pany, Madison, Wis.; James R. Roper, Roper Lumber- 
Cedar Company, Menominee, Mich.; Ed Forhan, W. ¥. 
Kelley & Co., Chicago; H. L. Tibbits, sales manager 
Tibbits-Cameron Lumber Company, Milwaukee, Wis. 

T. 1. Hicks, of the old time Menominee, Mich., lun- 
ber manufacturing firm of Burns & Hicks, who have 
operated in the Menominee district for the past dozen 
or fifteen years, was in Chieago on Monday last 
accompanied by his family on their way to their fu- 
ture home at Eureka, Cal. Mr. Hicks is treasurer of 
the Eastern Redwood Company, of Eureka, which has 
just completed a band mill at that point for the manu- 
facture of redwood lumber with a capacity of 90,000 
feet daily. His old partner, M. A. Burns, is in charge 
of the operations there and Arthur Gourley and Jolin 
lL. Campbell, of the Arthur Gourley Company, of Chi 
cago, are also prominently identified with the opera 
tion. Mr. Hicks said that it was something like tear 
ing the heart-strings to leave Menominee, where he 
had been located for so long a time, but having cut 
out the firm’s timber in that section and closed up the 
company’s business, he was looking forward to a busy 
life in his new field. Most of the office force of Burns 
& Hicks had already preceded him to Eureka. His 
many friends at Menominee and elsewhere join in wish: 
ing him health and prosperity in his new enterprise. 


acture 


as 


Harry P. Coe, vice president and general manage! 
of the Coe Manufacturing Company, of Painesville, 
Ohio, made a brief visit to Chicago this week. He 
reports business as booming, and enumerated a number 
of big orders which his company recently filled for 
complete veneer outfits in both this country and 
Europe. The very extensive.and modern plant of the 
Coe company at Painesville is rapidly expanding in 812. 
Three new buildings are now in course of constructio, 
and a fourth building, to be devoted solely to the 
making of the veneer dryer, will be 250x80 feet 1 
size and will be completed before spring. The ’ 
veneer cutting machines are of the rotary typ a 
over 1,500 are in use in the veneer mills of this ant 
other countries. Mr. Coe is a thorough-going optimist 
as far as future financial conditions are concerned. 7 
is firmly of opinion that the bulk of the trade wit 
China and other countries of the far east will ore 
ally be controlled by American capital, and ese 
that the business development which will naturally ? 


sult from the construction of the Panama canal ed 
our consequent closer trade relations with the oe 


American republie will greatly exceed the prosp 
of the country even during the past few years. 
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BUILDING IN CHICAGO. 

Though this has been ealled an off year as respects 

puilding operations in Chicago, the published figures 
5 . . 

showing results during the eleven months ended with 
, te] ° 7 s 
November certainly do not emphasize any such con- 
clusion. ? . 
The following table shows the number of permits 
id costs for eleven months this year: 


- Number, Cost. 
South division , 2,049 $15,163,170 
Southwest division ......... 1,215 6,940,615 
Morth GIVISION ....--2cccsee 1,042 5,515,250 
Northwest division ......... 1,437 4,390,990 

Wotale. 1908 os ..06. c+ ET $32,010,028 


Below ure the totals for eleven months for the nine 


years preceding 1903; 









Number, Cost 
1902 Terr cere rere $45,003,015 
1901 398 31,837,845 
1900 16,741,985 
1899 20,519,500 
1898 y 367 
1897 20,417,328 
1806 21,319,828 
1895 32,496,779 
1804 wah ie 29,529,480 
It will be discovered by a glanee at these figures 


that the number of permits issued in eleven months 
this year exceeds the entire number issued in 1902, and 
another month is to be heard from to make up the 
total of this year. Not since 1896 has the total of 


permits in any one year equaled that of this year. In 
the matter of cost the total in 1902 was much greater 


than that of this year so far, the comparison being 
$32,010,028 this year against $45,093,015 in 1902. But 
this marked discrepancy in favor of last year is ae 
counted for in part, at least, by the faet that last 
year there was a rush to secure permits for tall down- 
town structures to forestall the possibility that the 
city council might reconsider its action in respect to 
the hight of buildings. 

When we average building operations for eleven 
months during ten years past we find that it is 4,743 
permits each year at an estimated cost of $24,000,000, 
Thus we see that building results for this year have 
been above the average for ten years. 

The year promises to finish with good prospects for 
the year to come. As an example of continued activ- 
ity it is announced that two prominent investors have 
made arrangements to erect 300 dwellings in the neigh- 
hborhood of South Morty-eighth avenue and Harrison 
streets, in the west division, at a cost of $1,000,000. 
That is a good starter for building in that part of the 
city for the year to come. Real estate business gen- 
erally is now on a better basis than for years, which 
indicates a revival in improvement. 
paratively high, available structures are generally 
short of the demand, and consequently capital is 
likely to be diverted to building enterprises. 


Rents are com- 
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Among those interested in the lumber or kindred indus- 


tries visiting in Chicago during the week ending on 
Wednesday last were the following: 

J. C. Collier, Dubuque, Iowa, A. KE. Bousfield, tay City, 
W. D. Crocker, Sheboygan, Mich. ‘ 


Wis. C.. &. 


Kiddy, Bay City, Mich. 
S. Hl. Fullerton, St. Louis, Mo. L. B. 


Conroy, Groveton, Tex. 


I. P. Fish, South Bend, Ind. J. fh. Danaher, Detroit, Mich 
H. G. Gould, Oshkosh, Wis. J. H. Lesh, Goshen, Ind. 
Cc. J. Wuebel, Menominee, J. Hf. Baird, Nashville, Tenn. 
Mich, G. W. Megeath, Kansas City, 
J. FEF. Wilson, Menominee, Mo. 
Mich. I, P. Nester, Duluth, Minn. 
W. T. Watkins, St. Paul, W. 8S. Hofstra, New York. 
Minn. W. KF. Brooks, Minneapolis, 
J. Davidson, Vay City, Mich. Minn. 
II. M, Sanders, Goshen, Ind. Theodore Schneider, Traverse 
If. G. Sheldon, Fremont, Ohio. City, Mich. 
li. G. Maxwell, Grand Rapids, R. A. Long, Kansas City, Mo. 


Mich. KF. R. 
B. I’. Van Sant, Ashland, Ky. R. 8S. Knapp, Menomonie, Wis. 
W. HL. Gilbert, Ashland, Wis. W. L. Roach. Muscatine, Lowa. 
I). K. Jeffris, Janesville, Wis. M. M. Darr, Tonawanda, N. Y 


Pearson, Pittsburg, Pa. 


W. H. Roddis, Marshfield, W. W. Withee, La Crosse, Wis. 
Wis. ©. H. Ingram, Eau Claire, 
J. P. Brayton, Grand Rapids, Wis. 
Mi W. J. Foye, Kansas City, Mo. 


ich. 
M. Mitshkun, Vetroit, Mich. <A. J. Siegel, St. Louis, Mo. 


A. Maltby, Bay City, Mich. HH. P. Lucas, Escanaba, Mich. 
I. W. Buffum, Louisiana, Mo. Thomas Munroe, Muskegon, 


R. B. Schneider, Fremont, Neb. Mich. . 
D. J. Arpin, Grand Rapids, H. 8. Rand, Burlington, Iowa, 
Wis. «. C. Yawkey, Wausau, Wis. 


y, Marinette, Wis. Ray Nye, Fremont, Neb. 
J.T. Barber, Eau Claire, Wis. J. H. Jenks, Cleveland, Ohio. 


THE MARKETS. 


CURRENT MARKET CONDITIONS. 


In the northern half of the country manufacturers 
and dealers are reducing their business to a winter basis. 
The process involves getting in and disposing of the 
fag ends of stock, cleaning up the yards, taking in- 
ventories, making settlements, perfecting financial ar- 
rangements and getting ready for a holiday relaxation. 
In the warmer portion of the country the mills are 
running and belated shipments are being forwarded as 


I’. Carney, 








rapidly as the continued car shortage will permit. Fine 
weather in the south has been favorable to the work 
in hand and the continued running of the mills. But 


Christmastide will end activities in that section, not to 
be resumed until after New Year’s. 


* x x 


Market from the leading centers reflect the 
usual conditions of the season. While sellers of lumber 
are not looking for an active demand, they are forced 
to take care of a considerable trade. The current call 
everywhere is for lumber to satisfy a consumptive ce- 
mand that is extending into the winter under generally 
favorable weather conditions. This there is 
rather more urgency than usual for immediate deliveries, 
because stocks are generally light and broken in the 
hands of that class of purveyors who are in close touch 
with the building and manufacturing trade. 


reports 


season 


In the southwestern yellow 
that there has been a recent decline in orders, but there 
is still a fair demand for mixed car loads from the 
retailers of Kansas, Oklahoma, Indian Territory and 
Missouri. There was delay in shipments during the 
fall, and many orders turned down or cancelled 
because of car shortage. On this account the retail 
trade was not fully supplied, or the supply came for- 
ward in such a spasmodic, illy-distributed, inadequate 


pine trade it is noticed 


were 


way that many dealers did not get their assortments 
well balanced. This will necessitate further orders to 


fill up vacancies and to meet the current requirement. 
The wholesalers of Kansas City report a considerable 
run of orders of this sort. 


At the Orange and Beaumont mills a seasonable shrink- 


age of demand is noticeable, but the filling of old orders 
and such new ones as daily come to hand is keeping the 


mill forees busy. Railroad orders that were mooted 
some time ago have not taken definite form, though 


several good schedules for Mexican roads have been put 
out for At Mobile the mills are running 
full time and orders are reported plentiful. Stocks at 
that point are small, and the entire cut is moving along 
for loading on vessels in port. Logs are in short supply 
and the railroads are bringing in lumber tardily. The 
sawn timber market at Mobile seems to be in vigorous 
condition. River Plate demand is aetive, but that 
from Cuba is dull. At Pensacola the foreign trade is 
satisfactory. 


estimate. 


* # ¥ 


The demand for yellow pine from the railroads and 
car shops is not as urgent or voluminous as earlier in 
the In the general trade orders are being 
received at middle south mills in seasonable number, 
though it is recognized that demand is settling to a 
winter basis. The feeling is generally one of confi- 
denee, and both in the middle south and in the south- 
west it is believed that after the new year arrives 
there will be a strengthening of the market. 


season. 


* cal * 


In the North Carolina field there is a remarkably 
vigorous condition manifest. There is no surplus of 
stocks at the mills or in the market centers. Consump- 
tion keeps pace with production. Stocks of box lumber 
and all low grades are continually sold up to the limit 
of supply. There is » good demand for dressed stock 
and the mills have lately booked many good orders for 
lumber to go foreign. Altogether there is no branch 
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Wo. E. UPTEGROVE 8. BRO. 


MANUFACTURERS 
OF 


Mahogany and 
American Hardwoods 


Direct Mill Shipments. 











Main Office: Foot East Tenth Street, 
NEW YORK. 

















DEALERS and EXPORTERS of 


LUMBER 
and LOGS 


OAK, ASH, POPLAR, HICKORY, CYPRESS, 
GUM, COTTONWOOD and YELLOW PINE. 


THE MURPHY LUMBER CO., Limited. 


Suite 2/6 Hennen Bidg. 
NEW ORLEANS. 


Cable Address, 
“LUMBERLOG.,” 
We use ABC 4th and 5th 
Edition and American 
Lumberman Telecode. 








Offices. New Orleans, U.S.A. 
Antwerp, Bel., Rue Miroeus 43, 
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THREE STATES LUMBERCO 


COTTONWOOD 
ROUGH, DRESSED, RESAWED 


MILLS::MISSOURL. ARKANSAS: TENNESSE! 
OFFICE: CAIRO,ILL 





Buffalo Hardwood , 


Main Office and Yard Lumber Co. 








[- 940 Seneca St, 
BUFFALO,N. Y. 

WE WANT 0% inch and thicker, firsts 
and seconds Common Quar- ) 

tered White and Red Oak, Also Plain Oak, 
Ash, Chestnut, Poplar and Cypress, , 
Will inspect at shipping point and pay cash. ) 

Ww in our Buffalo yard, a com- 

{ E HAVE plete stock of all kinds of 
( hardwoods, Alsoalarge stock of cottonwood, ‘ 









Standard MAPLE and OAK 
Flooring 


HE 


Butfalo Maple Fain Company 


Office and Mills, BUFFALO, N. Y. 





WE MAKE IT. 









EXCLUSIVELY HARDWOOD LUMBER 





4 


Band Mills at EMPIRE, ARK. 1142 Seneca St., BUFFALO, N.Y. 


} EMPIRE LUMBER CO. 


Poplar, Ash, Pine, Chestnut, \ 
Hemlock, Basswood. 


BAND SAWED LUMBER 
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SOUTHERN WESTERN 


HARDWOODS 


HEMLOCK, special Bills and Boards, 
a specialty. 

YELLOW POPLAR, Band Sawed. 
CYPRESS, N. C. PINE, Rough or 
Dressed. 

WHITE OAK @ WHITE PINE BILL 
TIMBER, cut to any desired Length. 








WE CAN SUPPLY YOUR WANTS IN ANY LINE, 
WRITE US, 


Wn. WuitMErR @ Sons, (Inc.) 
SEN TORK, 10 ery 9k. PRLABELPILA, tar Tot od 


Ay > > he hn hn bar he ldstds ld ttn tintas tertastintsldrtay lela lrtadylerlatdrlaytlaytey lalate 
 - . ee pt hehe hh hd hhh hl 


4a es w 
R. E. Wood Lumber Co. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


POPLAR, OAK, ASH AND 
wt 
BASSWOOD, CHESTNUT. 
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GENERAL SALES OFFICES; 


Baltimore, Md. 


609-613 CONTINENTAL 
TRUST BUILDING, 














Meadow Mountain Lumber Co, 





PHILADELPHIA, PA, 





Band Mills: 


Friendsville, Md., Mt. Sterling, N Gq 














= CINCINNATI “SE 


Lumbermen 
Attention! 


When you are needing 
Belting, Wire and Ma- 
nilla Rope andCordage, 
Blowers and Fans, 
Rails, Lumber Tools, 
Chain, Dogs or Sup- 
plies of every description, this house is at your 
service, Wecarry the largest stock of any supply 
House in the city, 


QUEEN CITY SUPPLY CO., Puchta, Pund & CO. 


201-203-205 W. Pearl St., CINCINNATI. 


WE WE 
BUY 9 A 


WE MANUFACTURE 


Anything in line of Cottonwood, Gum, Yellow Pine or Cypress, 
We pay cash for desirable mill cuts of high grade stocks—We 
want nothing but choice cuts, 

We sell these stocks in whatever 
form suits you best. Have an up-to- 
the-minute planing mill and manu- 
facture full line of yard staples, 

Let us help you to buy or sell, 


THE FARRIN-KORN LUMBER CO., 












































Cincinnati, O. 
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| usual character at the outset of winter. 


of the lumber trade that is in a more prosperous condi- 
tion than that in North Carolina pine. 
* * * 

In the northern pine department conditions are of the 
The lake move- 
ment of cargoes has about ceased. The last week at 
Chicago, Tonawanda and Buffalo was marked by heavy 
arrivals, and wholesalers have enough to do.until the 
holidays in getting the flood of receipts assorted and 
in pile so as to be ready for inventory. A like condition 
prevails at Cleveland and Toledo. Box lumber all along 
the lakes is in more urgent request than any other kind 
of stock. 

* * * 

At Minneapolis there has lately been a pronounced 
falling off in shipments. The weather is wintry in trib- 
utary country, and building has about ceased for the 
season. In Chicago dealers report a shrinkage of de- 
mand natural to December. Yards well stocked and 
reinforced by ample supplies at the mills are still mak- 
ing an occasional heavy shipment. In the white pine 
field there is a general shortage of the box grades and 
overstocks of D selects and low grade shop lumber. But 
average stocks of white pine and norway are relatively 
moderate, and holders have confidence in the future of 
the market. 

* * * 

In the east the hemlock movement has subsided for the 
winter, after a good season’s business. In the Buffalo 
market there was all the fall some competition between 
Pennsylvania and western hemlock, but the demand 
seemed to be equal to the supply from both sources, and 
prices were well maintained. Further east the season 
closes with the hemlock trade in good shape. In the 
lake region there is some hemlock left over, but holders 
are confident that it will all be disposed of at fair 
prices during the winter and spring. 

* * * 

The eastern spruce market continues short of a full 
supply, and prices are consequently strong. A drouth 
prevails in Maine, which renders the outlook for a 
further log supply dubious. Many of the woods crews 
have been discharged because of a lack of snow for log 
hauling. All the spruce arriving in the New York and 
New England districts is readily sold at manufacturers’ 
prices. 

* * * 

In the hardwood line there has been a quieting down 
within recent weeks. The consumptive demand is not 
as sharp as it was, and the high priced lumbers, like 
quartered oak and some others have sold down from 
$2 to $5 a thousand. Plain oak is in comparatively 
good demand. White ash is in light supply, especially 
thick stock, and all offerings bring full prices. Poplar 
is selling in the eastern and to some extent in western 
markets at.association prices, but the figures are debated 
some at several points. All northern roads have been 
sold up close to the saw, but since the logging season 
in Wisconsin and Michigan has opened favorably, it is 
probable that the winter’s cut will be large. In the 
lower Mississippi country, though the mills ran steadily 
through the fall, manufacturers say that sales have about 
kept pace with production, so that no overload to be 
carried through the winter is in evidence. The entire 
hardwood situation is one of strength, with prospects 
for the coming year all that could be reasonably desired. 

* * * 

Recent redwood receipts at San Francisco have been 
heavy despite the late storms on the coast, and consider- 
ably exceed those of a like time last year, the total for 
the year promising to exceed by 40,000,000 feet that of 
last year. Fir receipts also have been liberal, while the 
demand, especially in southern California, has been more 
than usually active. However, there has been overpro- 
duction at north coast mills and the operators are plan- 
ning to curtail the future cut. Two-thirds of the shingle 
mills in Washington have been shut down, so that the 
output is being restricted to demand more nearly than 
formerly. This is counted on to relieve and strengthen 
the market. The organization of a selling department 
for red cedar shingles will have a beneficial effect, it is 
thought. Inquiries for lumber at Puget sound points 
are being freely received, One is for 1,000,000 feet of 
heavy timber, and another is out for forty-six car loads 
of timber and dimension. Cargo shipments amounted 
to 8,364,752 feet in November, as compared to 2,538,018 
in November, 1902. 

* ” * 

The state of Louisiana cypress business is eminently 
satisfactory. The western demand has kept up remark- 
ably well, and stocks have been sold down to a good 
working basis. The eastern requirement has been less 
than was expected, yet reports from the seaboard mar- 
kets mention cypress in a favorable light. Stocks at the 
mills are in good shape for the opening trade of next 
season. There is almost a scarcity of cypress shingles 
owing to the heavy western demand during the fall. 





Northern Pine. 


RRA ATR RAAN 


Chicago. The call from country retail yards has 
fallen off a good deal since late in November. The coun- 
try trade may now be considered on a winter basis. 
Though much of the time within recent weeks the 
weather has been mild enough for outdoor work, the car- 
penters have about closed up work for the winter in the 
more northerly belt. No doubt country yards are still 
putting out considerable lumber, but stocks on hand are 
mostly sufficient for taking. care of a winter trade, and 
retailers are consequently not calling on the wholesalers 
for much additional stock. It is not expected that there 
will be any activity in demand until the next building 


hall have fairl as 

season shall have fairly opened. In the city th 

usual call from factories and shops, and sae ae jer 
from the contractors who are completing building, Oc 
casionally a new building job is started, and t ere ‘ 
lively bidding among dealers to furnish the lumber. . 

Prices remain about stationary on all the me 
salable kinds of lumber. Local dealers who do a vail 
delivery business from the mills report a surplus of D 
selects and low grade shop lumber; all other kinds are 
not in oversupply and prices are well maintained, Holq. 
ers are satisfied that after the new year shall have been 
well started there will be a sufficient demand to abgorh 
all the dry lumber in sight at present and possibly higher 
prices. 

Receipts by lake for the week ended December 5 
amounted to 16,158,000 feet of lumber and 743.99 
shingles, F 

Building permits issued by the Chicago building de. 
partment during the week ending December 9, 1903, werg 
as follows: 


CLASS. No Value. 
ee a ne 16 $ 84s 
$ 1,000 and under $ 5,000.........0.. 42 93,250 

5,000 and under 10,000............ 13 89.000 

10,000 and under 25,000............ 11 164) 
25,000 and under 50,000.........0-. a 205000 

50,000 and under 100,000............ 71,000 

fo NAc a eee cree ere 90 

Totals preceding week .........6+. 68 ere 
Totals corresponding week 1902..... 49 877,50) 
Totals from Jan. 1 to Dec. 9, 1903. .4,907  37.175'09 


Totals for corresponding period 1902.4,812 47,536,115 
Chicago Receipts and Shipments 


Reported by George F. Stone, secretary of the Chicago 
Board of Trade. 
RECEIPTS—-WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 5, 1903. 
Lumber. 


m Shingles, 
39,932,000 tao, 











ROOD i e0i sas eeedees TiwarieaTe 6,178,000 
MENOEES Swirass ob, aa sis pre ss wen Nl arare OTe 39,288,000 8,379,000 

PRE seas a oa ssuenageteee 

DHOUURED 4.4.0.6:5.46 00 004. ki0% C44,000 «ik avcnacs 

POEOEE eoieeraveraceuse  beweyees 2,201,000 

TOTAL RECEIPTS JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 5, 1903, 

Lumber. 8 les, 

BGs 66456555 RbAS eGo eRe eee 1,626,002,000 438,237,000 

“Speyer ivetieiacd 1,970,480,000 442,253,000 

I se dinie ser cogs: 344,478,000 4,016,000 

SHIPMENTS—WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 5, 1903, 

Iumber. Shingles. 

BOs /ecaisietcts See spe ieemavig adere 16,663,000 7,084,000 

Me 5 DEAS HEAR O RDS ORDO 15,065,000 10,825,000 
RUMOUR: (6 boy nitude a atare ereiece 1,598,000 = ..eeeeee 

DBO COER a5 cc ee OVE. ree bee 8,791,000 

TOTAL SHIPMENTS JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 5, 1903. 

Lumber. Shingles, 

1008. .:5:0 cals swans nneee siee 757,349,000 450,192,000 

POE cits aicasteevis ees eixwans 841,352,000 435,100,000 

TDs. csiegiacwaieies ees calsimaeiedts 15,092,000 
Ee er ee 84,008,000 —s cacovere 





Minneapolis, Minn. Yard trade has fallen off rap- 
idly and is very light, although a retailer occasionally 
sends in a small order to fill a bill just sold. No one 
is stocking up to any extent and tne bulk of business 
being done now is with large consumers. The sales 
managers are not making any very strenuous effort to 
get business, as they realize there is very little genuine 
uemand at this time and there is no use trying to force 
the trade into buying. For this reason there is no 
apparent weakness in the market and prices are well 
maintained except in occasional instances where 4 
manufacturer has a long line of some stock and is 
willing to make some inducement in order to close it 
out. 

Shipments from Minneapolis are steadily falling of, 
while receipts are well maintained in volume, coming 
largely from the west. The figures for the week end: 
ing December 7 are as follows: 


Receipts. Shipments. 
MICA) Sachs Salo aearenes emacs 480,000 448,000 
MOU UINRS ociiwe 5 asc csauls Cécaeeaue 336,000 832,000 
MIND as o'ais tela oa sc eeomaee » 528,000 528; 
RRR o shcly Gicrave Pin senccisre Sais 3a eo ieee ys 
NUEEED. io uale has peibooeeeenvekewbs R p 
Monday eee ee ee 672,000 688,000 
3.136.000 3,004,000 
MUMEE oso ela tisic.e ewelcalcbesseewie 3,136,000 8,904, 
IRM E ROE daikon ccsinsiarennee 2,304,000 4,272,000 
jucacin iain passione! 
IMCTOABE cocccccsccccsccvcsces 832,000 teense 
DOOIRED kscb he caeceeenctetisa Seana 868,000 





Saginaw Valley. There is very little doing in the 
pine market in the way of local buying. Business 8 
slackening down for the holiday season. The col 
sensus of opinion is that there is a slight improvement 
in the tone of the market and it is perceptibly stronge™ 
In the yards business is fair for the season of the yeat 
but trade is hindered by reason of the lack of cars. 





North Tonawanda, N. Y. The ordinary seasonable 
lull is beginning to renew old acquaintances with white 
pine dealers. Dealers have no complaint to offer rela- 
tive to existing conditions, for business this season a 
been much better than generally supposed, last —_ 
having been characterized by a larger volume of — 
than usual and somewhat in excess of the corresvont 
ing period of last year with dealers who had a g00 
assortment of stock. Although not much ordering ¥ 
expected outside of local patrons during the next sixty 
days, dealers expect to be kept fairly busy in the mea? 
time filling orders contracted earlier in the _— 
getting the large amount of stock still on the docks 
pile in the yards and taking stock. 





Buffalo, N. ¥. It is not expected that there will hee 
heavy movement this month, for there is 4 eet 
barges in that is larger than any before for yar put 
must not only be taken care of, but the yards must 
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\ siete 
: for winter, the inventories must be taken and 
pee accounts closed up, so there would be enough 
to do if no sales at all were made. Many orders are com- 
ing in for January shipment, which is considered evidence 
my rowing confidence of buyer as well as seller. There 
oe besides enough rush orders arriving to make sure 
that there is no surplus stock east. A leading handler of 
high grade pine announces that the prices of all white 
ine are now in line and he looks for a pretty uniform 
Tomand for all grades. The late comparison of notes has 
done a world of good in straightening the business out 
and if the further efforts on foot shall continue there 
will not be another snarl during the season such as has 
existed in white pine. All prices are now firm and no 
grades are too full, so there must continue to be stable 
prices. 

Philadelphia, Pa. The white pine market is in the 
early stages of the usual winter demand. Buying is not 
peing done largely, though prices are well maintained. 
What inquiry there is calls for the lower grades. 





Spruce. 


a—ororr—rr—"rwr"" 
Boston, Mass. Frames are still selling above the 


list for prompt shipment, but the weather has caused 
random for future delivery to become slightly easier. 





New York City. Arrivals from the eastern mills 
are very light and are sold without delay. The West 
Virginia mills are also reported to be very busy. Of- 
ferings of state and of all kinds of spruce are very 
light and prices are very firm. 


White Cedar. 


Buffalo, N. ¥Y. This is not a leading market for white 
cedar, much of the coarser lumber of this sort going 
down the river. There is « fair demand for such stuff all 
the time and omy a fair supply anywhere. Fancy prices 
now have to ~e vaid for long poles, the quotation for 
good 30-foot being $2.50. Ties bring 54 cents for No. 1 
and 32 to 35 cents for No. 2. Ten-foot posts are quoted 
at 30 cents for 6-inch tops; 25 cents for 5-inch; 22 
cents for 4-inch and 20 cents for 3-inch. LEight-foot 
posts sell at 22 cents for 7-inch tops; 20 cents for 6 to 
7-inch; 1714 cents for 414 to 6-inch tops. 











Hardwoods. 


Chicago. Owing to the unsettled state of affairs in 
many lines of manufacturing over the country the 
hardwood market has at last been indirectly affected 
and a decidedly lessened activity and some softening 
of prices is noticeable at many of the leading hard- 
wood centers, this market proving no exception. This 
being also the season of the year when nardwood con- 
sumers are not disposed to buy heavily, usually de- 
ferring their purchases until after the first of the year, 
the bulk of the trade visible here, as elsewhere, is in 
small lots for immediate delivery, buyers taking on 
only as much stock as they need from time to time to 
keep their factories in operation. Labor troubles have 
also exercised some influence in creating the present 
partial stagration; and until the difficulties now con- 
fronting the trade are settled, it is not likely that 
hardwood consumption will go ahead extensively. The 
falling off in the price of hardwood lumber, however, 
has not been more than a few dollars, and this applies 
to only a few varieties and grades of the staple hard- 
woods, 

Quartered white oak in firsts and seconds is probably 
obtainable now at somewhere around $5 less than the 
ruling price paid in this market thirty to sixty days 
ago. Common quartered white oak is about $2 off and 
continues in fair demand. Quartered red oak is firm 
and little is to be found. This slight lapse in quar- 
tered stock is not because of any increase in the avail- 
able supply, but mainly because of a falling off of 
demand incident to this season of the year. Plain 
white and red oak are holding firm in all grades and 
buyers say that they are unable to find any surpluses 
of dry stock. 

_ Cherry is one of the scarcest of items, dealers hav- 
ing a good deal of difficulty in filling orders for this 
variety. 

White ash, as well as brown ash, is scarce and thick 
stock is particularly strong in price and difficult to 
find. A Chicago buyer recently circularized about 
1,000 mills in quest of some 4-inch white ash and found 
only a few thousand feet at any one point, none of 
the mills reporting over a half car on hand. Green 
stock was equally difficult to find, and only one mill of 
all the number written to would agree to contract for 
& supply of green lumber. Prices on thick white ash 
vary from $48 to $55 at mills located along the Ohio 
Tiver and in Indiana. This is an advance-of fully $12 
Over a year ago. Inch ash meanwhile has not advanced 
more than $2 over the price ruling at: the beginning of 
the year, 

The recent slackening of demand from the factories 
has resulted in a slight decline in basswood, as an in- 
creased offering has lately been observed, firsts and 
Seconds being now obtainable at about $2 less than’ 
sixty days ago. 





Soft elm is practically out of the market, as far as 
Michigan or Wisconsin stock is concerned, but occa- 
sionally small offerings of southern elm sre made. 
There is a strong demand and prices are stiff with an 
upward tendency. Sales have been made lately of 114- 
inch common and better at an advance of $4 over the 
prices ruling ninety days ago. Elm timber in Michi- 
gan is said to be a thing of the past. 

Cottonwood has been selling of late at slightly lower 
quotations, probably $2 on firsts and seconds and $1 
on box common. Gum is in strong request and is 
steadily bringing better values. 

Gum is coming rapidly to the front and of late is 
being largely used by chair manufacturers as a sub- 
stitute for soft elm. Its low price and favorable work- 
ing qualities make it particularly popular 2s a substl- 
tute for others of the scarce woods. 





St. Louis, Mo. Demand has decreased farther during 
the past week and indications are that the decline will 
continue until the starting of the new year. From now 
on merely a filling in trade is expected, and as the 
majority of the woodworking plants will be shut down 
during Chirstmas week it is probable that there will be 
no business at all during that period. Local wholesalers 
are bettering their stocks and making a study of the 
outlook. They are satisfied that although wholesaler 
stocks of green lumber which will be dry enough for 
shipment by spring are rather heavy in nearly all mar- 
kets, the supply of lumber in the hands of factories 
is much below the normal, so that the demand of the 
late winter and early spring will place stocks almost 
in the position they have been in during the past year. 
This has led to the belief that the present high basis 
of values is not merely a temporary arrangement but 
that it will exist until the production will more nearly 
equal the consumption, which, according to many, mav 
mean another year of high prices. Certain it is that 
the period of light production now starting in will aid 
the price situation materially and this is causing local 
wholesalers to increase, rather than otherwise, their ef- 
forts at stock improvement. They are inclined at this 
time merely to buy upper grades, as common lumber 
has been weak for thirty days or more, but they are 
paying fully as high prices for good lumber as have ever 
prevailed, 

Cottonwood remains practically the scarcest hardwood 
item and cannot be bought except in small lots. Prices 
are holding to an unusual basis and the future of the 
wood is particularly bright. Receipts of gum are con- 
siderable less than during the early part of November 
and the market has strengthened. Mill stocks are not 
large compared with the demand and will be fully 
ahksorbed by the middle of January, when will begin a 
period of light production lasting at least sixty days, 

Inch plain oak retains the strength reported last week 
and it is very hard to secure dry stock in other than 
mixed cars. Holdings of green are fairly large and 
are being constantly added to, but the steady demand 
will prevent an accumulation of dry. The same can be 
said concerning thick white oak and, to a limited extent, 
thick red oak, both of which are in poor supply here and 
at initial points. Stocks of green quartered oak have 
improved to some extent during the past thirty days, 
but are still below the normal. Practically no dry stock 
is available and few sales are reported. All of the other 
woods handled here are very strong, especially on upper 
grades, and the great cry is for dry stock. 





Memphis, Tenn. Demand seasonable and business 
is holding up as well as could be expected at this time 
of the year, when buyers cannot be persuaded to take 
more than their immediate requirements, pending their 
annual reports and the taking of inventories. Some 
buyers in the market have been trying to secure con- 
cessions in prices but have not been able to make much 
headway, as holders are stiff in their views. There 
are fair stocks of lumber here but they are below the 
average for this time of the year and in view of this 
holders are of the opinion that they will not have any 
difficulty in securing full prices for every stick of 
timber they possess. Gum is rather easy and there is 
not a free movement reported in cypress, but aside 
from these two woods manufacturers and wholesalers 
alike report the movement very satisfactory. The 
mills have made good progress in getting out lumber 
during the past week, but the amount of dry stock 
being sold is quite equal to the quantity of lumber 
being sticked, so there is no perceptible increase in 
holdings and lumbermen contend that there will not, 
in all probability, be any until next summer. Prices 
are regarded as very satisfactory and there is no dis- 
position shown by large holders to shade them, though 
this is being done to some extent by the smaller mills 
which are forced to sell. 


eer 


New Orleans, La. Shippers are writing not to send 
lumber, as it would reach its destination during the 
holidays and this would mean storage and expenses. 
The present condition is poor, but it is thought that 
business will pick up after the holidays, when stock 
taking will be over and accounts settled. It is thought 
that, in the early part of the year, the volume of or- 
ders will be great enough to compensate for the some- 
what discouraging conditions which prevailed during 
the latter part of 1903. 


OPPs 


Mobile, Ala. -Demand shows some signs of improve- 
ment and values remain as last reported. The mills on 
the gulf are making all the time that the log supply 
will permit. The only arrivals at Mobile were 600 
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[ARTHUR RUSHFORTH, | 
Exporter of Fine Grade African 


MAHOGANY 


INQUIRIES SOLICITED. 
28 IMPERIAL CHAMBERS, 62 DALE STREET. 
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R. H. ROBERTS & CO., Ltd. 


86 Leadenhall Street, 


Whoissaienisibuorsot 4 LONDON, E. C. 


American Hardwoods. 


SOLICIT CORRESPONDENCE FROM RESPONSIBLE MANUFACTURERS. 
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LONDON. E. C. 





rvrvvvvvwevevweFwwtwrvwtrTrTrrfegTgTgT'Tv'"Tv"Tv"vrTTrrlfgywry" 
i i hi hi hi i hi hi hi hi hi i ha hi i hi hi hi hi hi i hi hi hi i hi hh he hh he 


COBBETT & CO. 


AGENTS FOR 
American Timber and Lumber 
HASILTON HOUSE, 


"qattadstssu- LONDON, E. C. } 


‘~wrrrrrvrervrvrvrvrvrvrvrvrrerrererrererererererereree 
VvuVvvVvVvVvVvVvVvVVYVVvVVVVVVVWVYeYewvrerrrerervereee 








~wrrrvrvrevevevweveueqe«#é#= ?* 


wVwevvvvvvvvvwvuvVYT 
~wrwrweererwne+vegfeewegyT?* 
wwrwvwevwvwvvvvevewYy 














nish mace 


oo 





Ope 


Sensi ae -oteceigmeanincmesteliit 


















































ith Ra te ne ee tie acon nia ra. 


ee ern al a ae ee ee ARI pe edie Se ACS 











AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 








DECEMBER 12, 1903 

















2eee BOSSPOSSEE SHH HHOSHHOHOOOOOOO 
& ee 
a CODES: ABC, 4th & Sth Ed. Al, Western Union. @@ 
¢ LUMBERMAN, Zebra. be 
& ee 
€ ee 
3 33 
é ’ ee 
e . 
4 TIMBER BROKERS. 33 
€ ee 
so Tele. Addresses ee 
4 TALISMAN MOCCASIN TRIGONAL 33 
@ GLASGOW, LONDON, BRISTOL. $6 
POSSE HEEESHP OOS OS OSES SEES EOES OSES 
SOSH SCHSE SE SESOHSHOSHFOESHOSOHOOHOOOS 















Paul Rosenbacher, 
HAMBURG, GERMANY, 


Banker and Dealer in 
all kinds of 


American Hardwoods. 
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J. 6. & Th. A. Leljenaar, 


Selling Agents for all kinds of 


AMERICAN. LUMBER ano LOGS 
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Goss_LeR Bros. 


HAMBURG, GERMANY, 


Offer Best Facilities for 
Selling all kinds of 


AMERICAN SOFT AND HARDWOODS 


In Logs, Lumber and Squares, 


Credits opened with 


Liberal Advances Against 
G.- AMSINCK & CO. New York 


Consignments. 








Feois. De Beukelaer, 


ANTWERP—ROTTERDAM. 


Importer and Consignment Merchant 


OF ALL KINDS OF AMERICAN 
LOGS AND LUMBER. 


OAK, WALNUT, POPLAR, COTTONWOOD 
AND YELLOW PINE. 
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tupelo gum logs on contraet to one of the city mills. 
The cut in other sections of the gulf is quite equal to 
the demand. Foreign enquiries are for hewn logs and 
the outward movement is confined almost entirely to 
this material. Freight rates are easy and shippers 
are in a strong position. The cut is ample for the pres- 
ent demand, but manufacturers: are not inelined to 
force the market. 
eee 

Buffalo, N. Y. Trade is generally called quiet, but it 
is strong and there is every prospect of holding it in that 
condition all winter at least. The supply is more of an 
all-around character than it has been for some time. Oak 
leads as usual and tnere is much effort to find low grade 
oak that will answer for what is wanted, but this mere; 
clears up everything. Here is a running quotation of 
prices obtained lately from leading dealers, for selling 
out of yard: Inch quartered white oak, $80; red oak, 
$70; plain white and red oak, $40 to $41; white ash, $40 
to $45; black and brown ash, $40; quartered sycamore, 
$50; plain sycamore, $32; chestnut, $40 to $43; red 
birch, $45; white birch, $30 to $32; basswood, $40; elm, 
$30 to $35; maple, $27 to $28, all firsts and seconds. 





North Tonawanda, N. Y. ‘‘We never were busier 
at this time of the year than right now,’’ said a lead- 
ing hardwood dealer when asked the condition of trade. 
The yards that received considerable stock by vessel 
have about all of it in pile and are arranging to take 
inventories. The east has been buying unusually heav- 
ily during the past few weeks and manufacturers, 
especially, show no disposition to curtail orders. Most 
yards report considerable stock arriving by rail from 
southern points, one dealer having eight cars of birch, 
poplar, oak and basswood on a siding awaiting to be 
unloaded. Most dealers aim to rush in as much stock 
as possible before the beginning of the new year. 

Serer 


New York City. Despite the only fair demand no 
one who has hardwoods for sale at the present mo- 
ment is dissatisfied with current conditions. All real- 
ize that the market is a bull one and that they will 
lose nothing by holding on to their stock a month or so. 
With stocks badly broken at the mills and with only a 
supply that is nominal in sight for spring needs prices 
are liable to be very firm right along. Poplar is quoted 
at $48 to $52; quartered oak ranges from $75 to $80 
for ordinary stock, and $85 to $90 for fine, well fig- 
ured stock; chestnut, $38 to $40; plain oak, $45 to $47, 


and ash, $45. 
OS 


Baltimore, Md. The hardwoods in general use are 
about stationary as to prices, with the demand slightly 
more active from foreign sources. It seems that the 
decline in the aggregate of orders during the past few 
months has been followed by a reduction of stocks 
abroad, and now consumers there find themselves com- 
pelled to go into the market onee more. Oak and ash 
and other woods are in fairly good demand on the 
other side of the Atlantic and the domestic trade has 
been benefitted accordingly. At the same time ocean 
freight rates have advanced, but no difficulty is ex- 
perienced in securing tonnage on steamers. Stocks do 
not seem to be exeessive and the prevailing tone is 
one of confidence despite the absence of a very spirited 


demand. 
ee i 


Boston, Mass. Demand for quartered oak has been 
affected by the high prices, so it is now somewhat 
easier. The prices of plain oak, which has replaced the 
quartered to a considerable extent, have consequently 
increased, and the difference between the two is less 
than usual. Both white and brown ash are sharing the 
advance. The market is bare of 3 and 4-inch in oak, 
ash and maple, and quotations for these thicknesses 
range unusually high. 





Hemlock. 


Chicago. The hemlock movement corresponds to 
that of all northern lumber, which is characterized by 
the quietude incident to the season. The hemlock 
business is in good shape for the year’s close, stocks 
of both piece stuff and inch lumber being moderate. 
There will be a degree of demand all winter that will 
eat away stocks on hand, so that with the opening of 
the spring trade there should be a strong market. 





New York City. Real cold weather has not yet set 
in and it is evident some building is going on up the 
state, for the demand for hemlock continues good, with 
prices unchanged and very firm. 

eee 

Buffalo, N. Y. There is a natural decline in demand. 
Nobody looks on it as a great winter seller and especially 
at the outset of the cold season. Still enough of it has 
sold this fall to keep building active, and Buffalo is tak- 
ing its full share of it. Stocks are light everywhere and 
the mills will hardly be able to get very much ahead of 
the demand before spring. There is no letting up of the 
call for frame houses in this vicinity. Some effort has 
been made to put in extra cargoes from Michigan this 
fall, but the amount is not great. Prices are steady. 
There has been no change since spring and none is looked 
for right away. 





North Tonawanda, N. Y. Notwithstanding the fact 
that Michigan hemlock appears to be moving in better 
volume than Pennsylvania, manufacturers of the latter 
are inclined to boost prices. At least, that is what the 


ee, 
agent of a leading Pennsylvania establishment h 

heen endeavoring to lead dealers to believe, Ay ne 
rate that Michigan stock has been selling there be 
not be enough to supply the trade until navigation shall 
open again, and inasmuch as there is no Surplus at the 
Pennsylvania mills and more stringent conditiong tin 
apparently inevitable there may be sufficient grounds 
for an increase in quotations. : 
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Boston, Mass. The mills apparently desire to shi 
all that they can before severe weather may get in: 
hence the markét is a little easier, though there jg no 
cut in prices. Maine mills are rather firmer than those 
of Pennsylvania and northern stocks are weaker than 
the others. 

a a a 

Philadelphia, Pa. There is a much quieter tone to the 
hemlock market and but comparatively few orders are 
abroad, Still, the wholesalers have nothing now to com- 
plain of, as it has been a busy season for them. With 
the slackening up in the demand has come some weak. 
ness in prices, and a few stocks are being moved at prices 
off the list. 





Poplar. 





Chicago. Trade proceeds smoothly if quietly and 
as the available supplies of poplar become decimated 
an added firmness is noted in prices and greater dif. 
ficulty is experienced by buyers in securing needed ro- 
plenishments to their stock. Repeated sales of firsts 
and seconds yellow poplar have been made in this ter- 
ritory at or above the manufacturers’ list, and this 
week a sale of inch is reported at $58, which is $1,95 
above the list for Chicago delivery. Good poplar ap- 
parently needs no artificial stimulant to enable it to 
keep up its reputation as a top notcher. Common and 
cull are bringing fair prices under a demand that is 
satisfactory for the season. 





Buffalo, N. Y. ‘‘We are able to sell poplar east at 
list prices, but we do not claim to get it here,’’ is the 
general report of the representatives of poplar producers 
in this market. There is not a large demand, so the 
future supply must still be depended on to determine 
the future of the trade. If it should be very small the 
advanced price will prevail, as producers are not giving 
it up at all. 

Baltimore, Md. Prices are still high enough to 
afford a fair margin of profit, but no marked eagerness 
to secure stocks is reported and as a consequence thé 
trade is quiet. Orders from foreign countries are said 
to be coming in more freely and this, together with 
the lessened activity at milling points, may cause 
prices to stiffen. At the present time no indication of 
a further decline exists, the tendency being rather in 
the opposite direction. 

eee 

Boston, Mass. As winter comes on and it becomes 
more difficult for the small mills to make shipments 
the strength of the market will naturally increase, 
since the large mills are determined not to sell at less 
than list prices. 


Pacific Coast Woods. 


San Francisco, Cal. Official figures contradict previ 
ous anticipations and the deliveries from the mills for 
November will much exceed those for the same month 
last year. They turn out to be roughly about 4,000, 
000 feet aliead of what they were last year. That the 
market should be able to absorb all this lumber and 
yet show no signs of distress, in the face of the un 
precedented receipts of fir from Oregon and Washing: 
ton; that it should not show a big increase in stocks 
and that manufacturers can obtain higher prices than 
a year ago, is somewhat surprising. Many have been 
talking of a possible decline for a good while because 
they thought the coast and foreign markets could not 
take the quantity offered them, but the facts show that 
they were mistaken. And as December opens up It 
looks as though there will be as good a showing as for 
November in the matter of redwood deliveries. And 
so there will unless the weather should be unusually 
stormy. It has cleared up for the past few days and 
the lumber kept back is beginning to arrive. The red- 
wood coming along now is, most of it, intended to fill 
orders that were made some time ago, and though there 
has been a falling off in orders to some extent it has 
had as yet no effect on the general market. Prices 
are as firm as ever and there has been no scaling of 
from the figures of list 14 as last amended. The de 
mand from the east for lumber from the redwood mills 
is fair for this time of year and a good stock is piling 
up at Los Medanos. 

Deliveries of fir have improved during the past week; 
as vessels that had been delayed in port on account of 
the storms of the earlier part of November have begu® 
to arrive, and no doubt for the next week or so receipts 
all along the California coast will be very heavy: 
Should the present weather remain December will be 
an unsually large month in receipts of fir in Caliform 
As regards prices not much can be said. They are a 
solutely nowhere and the little strength gained durmg 
the last two weeks of November seems likely to be 
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lost in view of the heavy arrivals now and anticipated. 
Receipts of lumber at the port of San Francisco for 
the week ending December 2 were: Fir, 12,961,000 feet; 
redwood—Humboldt bay, 2,009,000 feet; Mendocino 
ports, 1,970,000 feet ; grand total, 16,940,000 feet. 
—ererre—rer*” 

Tacoma, Wash. Inquiries have been coming in freely 
the past week and there is a stronger feeling pervading 
the market. If all the business shall come that prices 
have been asked on it will keep the mills busy for some 
time. Among the more prominent inquiries is one from 
the government for 1,000,000 feet of timbers for the 
east; there is a large bill offering for timbers for 
heavy bridge work, and there is an inquiry for forty-six 
cars of timbers and dimension, coupled with numerous 
other bills. Prices continue about the same and are none 
too strong. A lot of business is being done with Cali- 
fornia but at a price which leaves little or no profit for 
the manufacturer. The Northern Pacific railway has 
removed the embargo on its cars via both Billings and 
Silver Bow and ears are plentiful. November rail ship- 
ments from this city were 256 cars as compared to 354 in 
November last year. Cargo shipments amounted to 
8,364,952 feet as compared to 2,538,018 feet in Novem- 
ber, 1902. 





Bellingham, Wash. Nearly all of the mills report 
sufficient orders in sight to insure the operation of the 
mills for some time. The rail and water shipments for 
November were large and prices fair. The foreign trade, 
however, is far healthier than the domestic. Large de- 
liveries to San Pedro and San Francisco, Cal. Ship- 
ments of fir lumber to foreign ports—Australia, South 
America and South Africa—will be extra large. The 
car situation is somewhat better than for the past few 
weeks, The local demand for lumber is heavy. 
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Buffalo, N.Y. Most dealers who have engaged in the 
far west trade say that it is not very satisfactory unless 
sugar pine can be obtained that will sell for white pine, 
the California white pine being too streaked for that. 
The all-rail movement is also very slow, scarcely any- 
thing moving when snow is deep on the mountains. Those 
who are not in the trade have a way of saying that the 
others are not anxious for more to enter it and therefore 
make bear reports. This market is getting more and 
more of these woods right along, including spruce and 
fir. 


Kansas City, Mo. Prices on coast lumber are ma- 
terially lower than they were early this year. Jobbers 
here say that the market will be firmer after the first 
of next year and are urging their customers to place 
orders for future delivery at the quotations now in 
effect. They are getting some business and look for 
a nice demand during the next thirty days in the way’ 
of yard stock for shipment in time for the spring trade. 
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Southern Pine. 


St. Louis, Mo. <A majority of the wholesalers have 
brought in their salesmen and will allow business to 
shape its own course during the next thirty days or 
more, in the belief that it is useless to try to sell large 
amounts of lumber at this season and that the market is 
strong enough to prevent a material slump. It is con- 
ceded by many that the year will close with a slightlv 
lower range of prices than prevailed during the fall, but 
it is believed that this decline will not be as apparent 
as during former years, as wholesalers believe them- 
selves to be on a firm basis and have faith in the out- 
look. All indications point to a very heavy and early 
spring demand from the retailers, as retail stocks are 
below the average for this season, which should in itself 
be a guaranty of a heavy demand and firm prices by 
the new year. The only energy now shown is at the 
mills and this is in cleaning up old business before or- 
ders are cancelled. There have been a number of can: 
cellations, but no more than during former years and 
no more than were expected. Car shortage is reported 
decidedly variable in that the supply of empties is never 
twice alike in any one section. Mills which this week 
are hountifully supplied with empties had none a week 
ago and expect rather rough treatment a week hence. 
A number of manufacturers will considerably restrict 
their output during the next thirty days, utilizing the 
time by thoroughly overhauling their plants and gettine 
things in readiness for a long, steady run next spring. 
They are inclined to prevent, as much as possible, the ac- 
cumulation of any abnormal amount of lumber at the 
mills, [t is hoped that the majority of the manufactur- 
ers will take similar action, as the pace is being set bv 
some of the heaviest operators. Mill stocks are not 
unusually heavy and do not show a thoroughly balanced 
condition, so far as upper grades are concerned, ana 
these grades are moving easiest just now, as is usual at 
this season, Prices generally are holding to about the 
basis which has prevailed for some weeks, but uppers are 
being shaded to some extent. 

Strictly local business continues to be excellent an 
there promises to be a very fair demand throughout the 
a. Local retailers are selling large amounts of 
— and are buying freely in order to meet the urgent 
ee which is expected to develop along during the 
a, when the rush to complete the minor World’s 

lildings and hotels will set in. The timber trade 


] , ; ‘ Pe age 
1a8 slowed down considerably so far as the outside is 
concerned, 








5 cmienan. Quietude is the ruling feature of local 
ew in southern pine. Nothing different should 
© looked for in December. There has been some late 


selling of timber bills for outside contracts, made 
through Chicago agencies, the demand for mill con- 
struction material being more in evidence from outside 
points than in the city. Some of the dealers are still 
partly busy in completing old contracts and filling out 
the lack in such schedules, but little new business of 
that kind is coming up. The retail yards are taking 
in but little stock, as they aim to have as small an 
amount as possible on hand when they take account 
of stock for the year’s end. There is some construe- 
tion and completing of buildings going on, which calls 
for a moderate amount of lumber from the yards. No 
change is expected in the local southern pine trade 
until after the holidays, and quietude is likely to pre- 
vail until the opening of the next building season. 
eee 

Kansas City, Mo. Generally speaking there is a 
better feeling here regarding the price outlook than was 
the case a week or two ago. For the past week or 
more prices have been stationary and there is a slight 
tendency toward increased firmness. Yellow pine men 
here do not look for any noticeable change in quota- 
tions this mongh, but think that with the beginning of 
the year there will be a decided effort to strengthen the 
market all along the line, and that by the time the 
dealers will get ready to buy stock for next spring the 
market will be on a firmer basis than at this time. 
Dealers are placing few orders for future delivery and, 
as is customary, they will not do much buying, other 
than for immediate use, prior to the time they invoice 
their stocks. Invoicing has now begun and by the first 
of the year a lot of the yards will have been checked 
up and the owners ready to figure on next year’s stocks. 
However, not much of this trade is looked for until 
after the holidays. In the meantime orders are fairly 
plentiful. Dealers are having some trade, and as their 
stocks are low they are ordering to keep their piles in 
shape or to fill contracts that they cannot supply from 
stocks on hand, and the demand is fully as good as 
usual at this time of year. The car shortage is still 
giving trouble. On the Kansas City Southern there 
has been an improvement, but on other lines no marked 
change is noted. Shipments for junction points are 
fairly prompt, but cars for local stations are seeming- 
ly as hard to get as during the fall rush, 

OBB IOI 

Philadelphia, Pa. ‘Che amount of inquiry out still re- 
mains fair and some orders are being placed. The ship- 
pers are being sorely perplexed in trying to bring for- 
ward old business which the mills have been unable 
to ship. Prices are fairly well maintained and there 
has been no deep sagging of prices that was expected 


by some. 
oreo 
Boston, Mass. Orders for rift flooring have been 
freely placed during the fall, and as the mills have 
orders enough ahead to last them some time the mar- 
ket is steadier, though there is no tendency to an ad- 
vance in prices. The lower grades are coming more 
into use and are distinetly firm in price. 
ll i i iad 
New York City. The call for yellow pine has sim- 
mered down again and it is now very light, although 
prices keep steady and the market may be said to he 
in fairly good shape. No big impetus is expected to 
business until after the holidays. 





North Carolina Pine. 


Norfolk, Va. The mills have about all they can do 
to fill the orders they now have on hand and it is prob- 
able that it will be far into next year before orders 
for 1905 will have been cleaned up. Demand is of the 
usual activity and the prevailing inquiry is impartial 
toward any particular grade. The recent advance in 
some prices has gone into effect, and these with other 
figures on the list are being strictly maintained, in 
view of the activity in the business and general sat- 
isfactory conditions of the market. The numerous 
cargo orders now being filled in addition to a steady 
rail movement will probably put December shipments 
on an equal with or exceeding those of the best months 
during the year. There will be few exports this month, 
but many attractive schedules are booked for foreign 
shipment during the early part of next year. Unusual 
activity prevails in planing mills and woodworking 
plants, especially the latter, which are now preparing 
for the coming truck movement, which is generally 
very heavy in February, March and April. Local con- 
ditions are unchanged and the demand for material for 
home consumption continues active. 





“—eeee 
New York City. Conditions at the mills, according 
to the reports from there, show that the accumulation 
of stock there is being drawn upon. In the aggregate 
the shipments are slightly in excess of the cut, so that 
reserve stock is likely to be called for. The 
grades are still active, with prices firm. 


lower 


PPO 

Baltimore, Md. Receipts continue to be compara- 
tively small, the demand for lumber is restricted ail 
trade is generally quiet. The range of values remains 
practically unchanged, some slight reductions being 
noted in diverse grades, but this does not exeeed 50 
cents a thousand, values being as a rule firmly main- 
tained. No embarrassing accumulations are reported 
from milling points and the business as a whole ap- 


-pears to be in fair shape. 


Cave Your Money! 
ay 








vesme RED BOOK 


It contains a carefully prepared list of the buy- 
ers of lumber in car lots, both among the dealers 
and manufacturers. 

The book indicates their financial standing and 
manner of meeting obligations. Covers the 
UNITED STATES and MANITOBA, 

Published semi-annuallyin JANUARY & JULY. 
The trade recognize this book as the authority 
on the lines it covers, 

A well organized Collection Department Is also 
operated and the same is open to you Write 
for terms, 


Lumbermen's Credit Association, 


ESTABLISHED 1876. 
Suite 911, 133 La Salle St., CHICAGO. 
16 Beaver St., NEW YORK CITY. 
Mention this paper. 














YOU NEED THE TELECODE 


if you use the telegraph. It shortens and simplifies 
our telegrams. It pays for itself many times over 
n the course of a year. It is indispensable in every 
lumber office, and should be carried by every trav- 
eling salesman. Descriptive circular’‘and sample 
pages free for the asking. 








AMERICAN LUMBERMAN 
315 Dearborn Street, Chicago 
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Cypress. 





St. Louis, Mo. Country trade is gradually slowing 
down as the end of the year approaches and it is evi- 
dents that there will be little consumption of cypress by 
planing mills and builders during the next sixty days 
or more. At the same time, wholesalers are preparing 
for a brisk January business and have every confidence 
in the outlook and prices are being held rigidly to the 
firm basis which has prevailed and about the only con- 
cessions being made are on shop lumber, which is in 
somewhat heavy supply and poor demand. There prom- 


ises to be a heavy planing mill consumption throughout 
the winter, as mills are pretty well filled with business 
of a character to keep them in full operation through 


the winter. Reports from the mills indicate a healthy 
state of affairs and give every assurance of a roseate 
outlook, 

Kansas City, Mo. The end of the best cypress busi- 
ness the manufacturers have ever had in this territory 
is approaching. Orders are still coming in and the de- 
mand is up to expectations, but from now on they will 
be light. After the first of the year, however, it i3 
expected that business will set in briskly, as many of 
the dealers place their eypress orders very early and 
it is likely that by January 1 manufacturers will have 
decided on their prices for the early spring season. 
No marked change in prices is contemplated. The 
market is firm and as prices are high enough now the 
indications are that the present list will be effective 
after the first of the year. The manufacturers are 
taking advantage of the lull in trade to accumulate and 
shape their stocks so they can take care of spring busi- 
ness promptly, and they expect to handle the yard trade 
after the first of the year to the satisfaction of the 
dealers. 


New Orleans, La. Demand is on the decline, and it 
is thought that this condition will prevail until after 
the holidays, when stock taking will be over. Pros- 
pects are good for a heavy spring business, as there is 
already considerable inquiry for cypress and many 
orders resulting for shipment in the early part of next 
year. Little more can be expected this year from the 
east, but after the buyers shall have checked up for 
1903 it is anticipated that good sized orders for 
cypress will be received. The western territory is 
also declining but there is a fair volume yet, and this 
condition will probably continue until about December 
20, when little or nothing may be expected until the 
10th or 15th of January. This falling off will give a 
chance to clean up all the old orders and get the mills 
in shape for the next year’s work. With the stocks on 
hand drying down to shipping weight, it is thought 
that the January and early spring trade can be taken 
care of nicely. The list is very firm and there is no 
doubt that in January several items will be advanced, 
although there will not be a general advance as has 
been the case formerly. This will occur only after an 
insight shall be obtained into spring conditions. 

eee 

Chicago. A moderate winter, pre-holiday trade is 
prevailing. Orders are scattering and mainly for small 
lots of finishing and miscellaneous stuff for special 
uses. There is some inquiry for next season’s busi- 
ness, and it is expected that after January 1 there 
will be considerable activity in placing orders for 
stock for tlie late winter and spring’s consumption. 
Nothing beyond a moderate movement is expected un- 
til the next season shall open. Prices are steady. 





New York City. Cypress continues to be almost the 
most active on the list. It is extremely popular, and 
as there is a fair supply on hand and the demand keeps 
up steadily a large volume of business is going on 
right along. Prices asked for the various grades ore 
readily obtained. 


OO 


Buffalo, N. Y. New stocks of cypress are reported 
here. All prices are stable and promise to remain go. 
There seems to be no objection to the regular list prices 
and the supply is fairly good. The trade shows less dif- 
ficulty than almost any other, 

PAPA PLA 

Baltimore, Md. Cypress is holding its own fairly 
well. No aécumulations are being reported here and 
the range of values shows little change. Stocks are 
adequate for the needs of the trade, which is restricted 
at the present time, and a tendency to hold back pre- 
vails. Demand from the country sections appears to 
be increasing, but the city inquiry is affected ad- 
versely by the reduced activity in building. 
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Boston, Mass. The discrepancy in price between 
green rough lumber and kiln dried dressed stock is so 
marked that it is surprising that the mills do not pay 
more attention to supplying the wants of the trade. 
The results of consignments by sail have been, on the 
whole, disappointing, as many of the yards do not 
care for green stock at any reasonable price, 


Shingles and Lath. 


Chicago. The Chicago trade shipped out more shin- 
gles in the week ended December 5 than during the 
corresponding week in 1902 by 3,791,000. This shows 
that there is some demand, and that it is being thor- 








oughly worked by the trade. Total shipments for the 
week named amounted to 10,825,000, which was a good 
showing for so late in the season. 

The lath situation remains unchanged. Good white 
pine lath are fairly steady in price, but mixed and 
poor stuff are neglected and soft in price. 
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Minneapolis, Minn. Retail dealers, especially the 
big line yard buyers, are much alarmed by the pros- 
pects of success for the west coast shingle selling 
agreement and are hastening to stock up before 
prices may advance. Orders have been coming in 
heavily for a few days. They have not swamped the 
jobbers or caused any particular strength in the mar- 
ket, but if the trade should increase an advance in 
prices is bound to come. Business has not come fast 
enough to warrant an advance, but under the present 
conditions of trade prices should be stiffer than they 
are. Stars are quoted here now at $2.20, but some are 
being sold a trifle below that figure. Clears are held 
at $2.60, with little variation from that price. As 
there is practically no retail trade the buying is nearly 
all speculative and means less business later on. 


eee 


Saginaw Valley. There is some movement in shingles 
vut trade is dull in the matter of prices. There ap- 
pears to be a large enough stock of shingles to take 
care of the business offering. The quantity cut this 
winter will be smaller than ever before. 





New Orleans, La. Orders are coming in in good 
volume, much more rapidly in fact than the mills can 
handle them, and dealers placing orders are now com- 
pelled to wait fifteen to twenty days before shipments 
car be made, and on some grades and dimensions the 
delay is from twenty to thirty days. It is thought 
that it will be some time before the mills can catch 
up with the business, and that can be done only after 
there shall be a material falling off in the volume of 
orders. Such a falling off is not expected before the 
middle of February, when the farmer will begin to 
devote his attention to planting and when building and 
repairing cease until after crop planting. Then the 
mills will be able to catch up, and perhaps accumulate 
some stock for the spring trade. At present the situa- 
tion is in splendid shape and prices are very firm, with 
a possibility of an increase of from 10 to 25 cents a 
thousand at no very late date. Primes are now selling 
at $3 and Bests at $3.25, delivered on a 22-cent freight 
rate. 

Kansas City, Mo. The shingle people here do not 
report any change in the red cedar shingle situation. 
They say that most of the mills have closed down by 


this time and will not start up again until there shall ' 


be a better demand. Some dealers are placing orders 
for future delivery, believing that the price has reached 
bottom, but as a rule the demand is confined to shingles 
wanted at once. This demand is light, and while only 
a few transit cars are coming in this direction the de- 
mand is being supplied. Jobbers think that during 
the dull season the shingle manufacturers will try to 
get together and that the market will be somewhat 
higher after the first of the year. 
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Buffalo, N. Y. It is reported that there is a combine 
in operation among the producers of red cedar shingles 
which ought to steady prices right along if it shall last. 
While this market is interested as a buyer it is sick of 
the unsteady prices that have prevailed all summer and 
would welcome almost anything that looks like a return to 
steadiness, for there has been little profit in them of late. 
The demand is not strong any longer, but not a few 
grades are short, which means that there is not to be a 
supply this winter such as was on hand last winter. Red- 


‘woods are selling well, though it is hard to introduce 


them at this time of the year. There is no increase in the 
demand for white pine or white cedar shingles. 





Tacoma, Wash. Red cedar shingle prices are un- 
changed. The market seems to have an upward tendency. 
Stocks are low and decreasing, many mills being shut 
down, -Cars are now abundant. _November shipments 
amounted to 125 cars, as compared to 111 in October and 
87 in November, 1902. 





San Francisco, Cal. Receipts for the week were 
8,930,000. The receipts had been shaded again this 
week and were light until the Iaqua came to hand 
again. There is, however, enough for the demand of 
local trade, which has brightened up a bit since the 
whisper went round that there was a likelihood of the 
market advancing again. It has not gone up as yet, 
but it will not go back to the figures of a few weeks 
ago and if there should be any change it will be to 
higher figures. There is a good stock on hand for all 
purposes. 





Bellingham, Wash. Nearly all of the shingle mills 
in this county are closed down, as are fully two-thirds 
of those of the state. A few of the mills are running 
to fill special orders at fancy prices. There is not much 
encouragement for shingle manufacturers, yet it is hoped 
that by the curtailment of the output prices will stiffen. 
It is estimated that the annual output of shingles for 
the state is about 7,000,000,000. About 120 new shingle 
mills have been built in this state during the past fif- 
teen months, ee 
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Cooperage. 


Chicago. An unaccountable apathy pertains to the 
market for packages and coopers’ stock. There are 
heavy receipts of hogs, but the packers seem to be 
indifferent buyers of tierces and barrels. Even slack 
barrels and slack barrel stock are more or less neg. 
lected in sharp contrast to the condition prevalent a 
short time ago. Lard tierces are still quoted at $1,55. 
oak pork barrels at $1.32% to $1.35; oleo barrels, $1.45. 
ash pork barrels, $1.20; tierce hoops, $17 to $18 and 
pork hoops, $11 to $12. 








St. Louis, Mo. A very satisfactory tone to the Coop- 
erage market prevails in both St. Louis and East g¢ 
Louis and the demand is now fully as great as the sup. 
ply can take care of, although a reduced businesg js. 
expected toward the latter end of the month for obvious 
reasons. All the local people are redoubling their of. 
forts to better their stocks, to be in shape to take care 
of an increased demand after the first of the year. Those 
manufacturing cooperage stock, especially staves and 
heading, report a very active demand with which it jg 
hard to keep pace. General prices have assumed a higher 
level and it is believed that the range of values during 
the late winter and early spring will be considerably 
higher than at present. On the whole, the outlook js 
steadily improving, largely because of the scarcity of 
stock. 








DEPARTMENT 





Advertisements will be inserted in this department 
at the following rates: 


For one week, - - ° 26 cents a line, 
For two weeks, « - - 465 cents a line, 
For three weeks, ° ° ° 60 cents a line. 
For four weeks, « ° : - 76 cents a line, 


Nine words of ordinary length make one line. 
Heading counts as two lines. 


No display pt the headings can be admitted. 


Remittances to accompany the order. No extra 
charge for copies of paper containisg advertisement, 
Copy must be in this office not later than Thursday 
morning to secure insertion in Saturday’s paper. 


| Wanted:Employees | 


WANTED—-EMPLOYEES 
By Jan. 1, 1904. Crew for northern Wisconsin saw mill; 
circular filer, hardwood sawyer, setter, edgerman, engineer, 
trimmer, grader and scaler. State references and wages 
wanted. NORTHERN LAND & LOGGING CO., Ogema, Wis. 


WANTED COMPETENT MAN 
To handle yellow — department in St. Louis office. Must 
have southern mill acquaintance and be able to place orders. 
Also knowledge of selling and office experience. Only first 
class man wanted. Address 
“J. 38,” care AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


FIRST CLASS MAN 


For first class position. Read “Are you the right man” on 
page 29 this week. 


WANTED—MILL WORK ESTIMATOR. 

Man to estimate mill work from plans, and oversee getting 
out of same. We want a good practical, energetic mill man; 
state wages wanted and full particulars. 

“WESTERN PENNA.,” care AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


WANTED—PLANING MILL MAN 

With some soutien to equip a small planing mill plant ~' 
Pittsburg adjoining our yard; can give him cheap rent and 
agree to keep him going steady with our mill work. This Is 
a good opportunty for practical mill man wishing to start 
for himself as only few machines will be necessary to be- 
gin with. Address “M. L, Co.” care of American Lumber- 
man. 


WANTED—EXPERIENCED YELLOW PINE BUYER 

Thoroughly familiar with Mississippi apd Alabama mills by 

wholesale concern to handle office sales and buying. 
Address “J. 29," care AMPRICAN LUMBERMAN. 


WANTED—BOOKKEEPER AND 
All round lumber man. Yellow pine retail yard south. 
Address “COMPETENT,” care AMpRICAN LUMBERMAN. 


WANTED-—LUMBER INSPECTORS 
Three experienced, to inspect hardwood and hemlock at 
rear of mills. Give reference as to ability and habits. 
BABCOCK LUMBER Co. Ashtola, Pa. 


WANTED—ASSISTANT BOOKKEEPER AND 
Bill clerk in lumber manufacturing office in South Caro- 
lina. Address in own handwriting, 

“J. 12,” care AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


WANTED-—SALESMAN. 

Two experienced hardwood lumber salesmen to cover Ohio, 
Indiana, southern Michigan, Pennsylvania and New York 
state for Cincinnati house. Will pay good salary to right 
parties. Reply with references to 

“J. 9,” care AMERICAN LUMBPRMAN. 
WANTED—FILER 
For a 60 M circular saw yellow pine mill in Louisiana. 
Must have good credentials and be strictly sober. 
Address “J. 7,” care AMERICAN LUMBERMAN. 


WE WANT A GOOD YELLOW PINE SALESMAN 
for southern Illinois, southern Indiana and Kentucky. Want 
a hard worker. State salary and experience. 

Address “J. 3,” care AmpRican LUMBERMAN; 
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